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I . Introduction 

1 . The S t a tistical Colrl.miss i on has on eeverel oc...:o:;ivn3 (!Ous .i.~er~d. 2r· ·.J <:lc~.:> 

of housing s t a tistics and hc:.s emphas ized the i mpo.r·t::t n._;e of .• d.e•.;u"' t.E: :,. ,:·d. up­

to - da te statis tics ir: this f ield . The _preaent d.0c:urae!lt - "' a t-~·c·;::, .. :-, . .:3 1·?~.:::.·:-t: 

on current housi ng statis~ic s prepared in acccr dcHce \·Jit.t thr.:: !'":: :.Ov"r-':;~nd.o­

tions made by t he Com.rni ss ion a t its eighth sess i on. '!::../ 

2 . Current housing statis tics are part of the sys-cer1 of :1ot..sing scat.is t:::. ·~::: 

outlined i n the General Principl es for a Hous i ng Census along ~t :i. t}l U:e 

housing census and t he housing survey}) A:: therein stated, -cr..c: :.-lout.ir:g 

census pr ovi des a s tatistical descript-ion of "the bas ic 1 cems 0f ·che b.ousi1.1g 

inve ntory on broad lines, serves as a general frarrte fo r s-':t!llp le ::; nt.:h,-;:t:.: &.red 

constitutes a bench.."1ark-reference for c1.~rrent housing s t Bt-.l ::> c.ic::- . 

provides informa tion f or small a r eas that \iOuld not. be reached. by gen~ral 

sample surveys. Housing surveys are designed t o ans,,..e ::-:- adclitio tv:,.: q_, ,.;;;sti.ons 

which would not be answered by the census or which ruay be mv1·e e f fh:iem:ly 

solved by this type of i nquiry . Ques tions relati ng to the qLla.lity of 

hous i ng, s uch as the need fo r repair , the demand for certain types '.;i' 

dwellings, the economi c activity of the owner end otht!r matters · • .-!-.ich re ­

quir e the participation of specially trained enumerators , represent cases 

which coul d be solved more appropria tely through hous i ng surveys t han by the 

1/ E/2569, para . 59 · 
~/ Statis tical Papers , Series M, No . 28 , para . 201 . 
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census . Current housing s tatistics indicat e how many new dwellings or 

other specified classes of housing uni t s , and ?f wha t types a re being con­

s tructed, demolished, or destroyed per year, and the na t ur al, economic and 

soc:i al factors which have a bearing on the rate of change of the housing 

available t o the populati on . Current housing statis tics , t hus , provide a 

conti nuous up-to -date pi cture of changes in the s t ock of dwellings and 

their characteristics and pr ovide data on current activities , especially in 

the economic sector , r elated t o res i dential construction needed for the 

assessment of the inter -censal housing situation and f or the formulation of 

housing programmes . 

3. The possibility of developing i n consultati on with other interested 

agencies a set of principles for a system of current housing s tatistics i s 

now under study . Such princi ples would provide a framework for the contin­

uous a ud systematic coll ection and publication of cur rent housing s ta t is­

tics which might i nclude series relating t o changes in the exis ting stock of 

dwe l lings due to decreases (e . g . demolitions , conver s i ons , etc . ) and in­

creases (e . g. new dwellings completed , under cons truction, completed by 

type, by builder, by number of rooms , et c . ); facilities of completed dwell ­

i ngsj and such other ser·ies which may be useful to meet na tional needs . 

II . Regi onal Pro~rammes 

4. The Rousing Committee of the Economic Commi ssion for Europe and its 

Statistical \olorking Pa rty have at various sessions taken up for discuss i on 

several aspects of current housing statistics . Agr eement was reached on the 

definitions of a number of i mpor tant concepts , such as dwelling unit2/, 

room~/, floor space , gross volume of t he dwelli ng, the different stages i n 

building operations (begun, under construction, completed), type of building 

operations (new building, r econstruction repairs , extentions , conve r s i ons) . 

Preliminary conclusi ons were also reached on the type of sta tistics required 

2/ These concepts , with a number of small amendments were subsequently 
adopted by the Statistical Commission and the Conference of European 
Stati sticians for inclusion, r espectively, in the General Principles for 
a Housing Census (Stati stical Papers , Ser i es M, No . 28) and t he European 
Programme for National Housing Censuses (Conf . Eur . Stats/WG. 6/82 and 
Re v. 1) . 
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on value of construction, building ~ost, building ac tivity, and on the 

definitions to be applied in these fields . The ECE secret aria t has pre ­

pared and published for several years a ~uarterly Bulletin of Sousing ane 

Building Statistics f or Europe and is now also publi shing an Annual 

Bulletin . These Bulletins are subject to periodic review by the Harking 

Party on Housing and Bu1l~ing Statistics of the Housing Committee . 

5. In carrying out their task the Housing Committee and its Statistical 

'lflorking Party have been awar e of t he n~:~ed for co -ordinating their acti vit i es 

with t hose of the Conference of European Statistici ans . At its plenary 

sessions the Conference of European Stati sti ci ans has regularly reviewed t he 

statistical work under the programme of the ECE Housing Committee, and has 

several times given advice on different aspec t s of this work . At the 

request of the Working Party on Housing and Building Statistics the Confer ­

ence has also undertaken t he study of three subjects (indices of r ent , sta ­

tistics of housing finance a nd sampling sarveys of the housing si t uation) 

which extended beyond the field of competence of the norking Party . 

6 . At its Seventh Session, held in June 1959, in Geneva , the Conference of 

European Statisticians agreed~: 
"a . that a European prograa:me for curre:1t housi ng and building statis­

tics was- needed as a supplement to the European progrF.-r.me for houcing cen-

suses ; 

"b . that pr eparatory wor k could start in 1959/60 provided it did not 

interfere with work on t he other items in t he Confere nee 1 s pr ogr amme . " 

7. At its ej e:':1teenth sessi on the Hous ing Coll'.mi ttee of ECE considered con­

crete proposals concerni ng the preparation of a s t ati s tical programme of the 

type envisaged by the ~onference , It was a~reed that) as a first step the 

Secr etar iat should prepare e detailed outline of a statistical pr ogramme 

:including dr aft texts for those parts of it '!o6.ich deal with subjects which 

have already been considered by the Harking Party on Housing and Building 

4/ Conf . European Statistic i ans/112 . 24 June 1959 . Report of the Seventh 
- Session . paras . 91-94 . 
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Sta t istics); for examination by both the Housing Committee , in June 196o, 

and the Conference of European Statis ticians , in September 1960 . The t ext 

cf the proposals \·ihich tht: Housing Commi ~tee considered. and. approved are 

reproduced in the appendix to this paper . The experience of the European 

countr i es in collecting current housing statistics will be very valuable 

as a bas is for the development of a set of international principles for 

current housing statis tics . 

8. The Third Inter-American Statistical Conference, held in Brazil in June 

1955 , considered current housing statistics . The Conference f ound that 

there was a need for current data on housing and expressed the v~ew that it 

would be desirable that the data would be developed in such a way as to 

achieve international comparabili ty at the Inter -American level. The Con­

ference adopted a reso l utionL/ recommending that the American countries 

consider t he possibility of developing a programme of current housing s t a ­

tis t i cs . 

9 . The Inter -American Statis tica l Institute included in its programme of 

work§./ a study of t he methodology of current housing statistics based on 

the r esolution No. 23 of the Third IAscLI, The object of the study is stated 

t o be the es t ablishment of definitions and concepts for application in 

pilation of these statistics, as well as to extend the usefulness of these 

tabul ations, wi th the aim of achieving a reasonable degree of international 

comparability . 

10 . 'I'he IASI proposes to carry out this programme during the period 1960/61. 

The. first stage of. the programme involves the compilation of the principal 

21 Organizat ion of American States and Inter American Statistical Insti ­
tute . Third Inter-American Statistical Conference Quitandinha , 
Petropolis, Brazil, June 9-23, 1955 . Resolution No. 23 . Curr ent 
Rousing Statistics . Rio de Janeiro, pp . 142-144 . 

~/ Inter American Statistical Institute, Bases for the Program of Activi­
ties of the Department of Statistics of the Pan American Union and 
Genera l Secretariat of the Inter American Statistical Institute for 
Fiscal Year 1960/61. Document No . 3886a -3/l2/59- 35. March 1959, 
page 25 . 
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r esults of current hous i ng statis tics available i n the hemisphere to serve 

as the basis for studies of standards, schedules, etc . , to bri ng about 

possible uni ::)r mit y i n these statistics . The second stage involves the 

preparation of these standards, their circulation to national statistical. 

services f or comment t o permit a revis i on of the standar ds before the 

presentation of a definitive draft f or the considera tion of the Committ ee 

for the Improvement of National Statistics (COINS) . 

III. International Principles for Current 
Housi ng Statistics 

11 . It i s hoped that a set of draft principles can be drawn up dur:tng 

1960/61 and circulated t o national statistical office s for cou:ment so tha t 

a revised draft ca n be considered by the Commission at its 12th session . 

The ECE expects to complete its full European programme wi t .hi n two years 

and it appears that the IASI programme will i nvolve a similar period . 

12. The Commission is invited to express its views r egarding fu t ure work 

on the development of pri nc iples for current housing s tatist i cs . 
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FUTURE PROGRA1>1111E OF iWRK OF THE HOUSING COMMITTEE~/ 
Addendum 

APPENDIX VIII 

EUROPEAN PROGRAMME FOR CURRENT HOUSING AND BUILDING STA'I'IS1'ICS 

1 . The fol lowing note sets out proposals on the preparation of a programme 

of current housing and building statistics f or ~~rope, as envisaged in 

HOU/Working Paper No . 110 , paragraph 4(f) . 

2 . By the term "statistical programme" is intended a s t atemen t on sta tis ­

tical series which countries should endeavour to collect and publish, 

t ogether with standard definitions to be used . For some coan~ries such a 

programme would constitute a se t of long-term objectiYes to be imf!lemented 

by stages , and it should therefore include indica tio.ns es t o pr-iorH.i e::; to 

be given to the compilation and improvement of the diff~rent series. 'I'he 

programme need not necessarily include definite re con;.eendaticns on r:ethods 

of collection of the statistics included, since these may depend ~o a con­

siderable extent on the statistical organi za tion and. i ns t i tuti onal arrange ­

ments in the countries concerned; but it might include a description and 

appraisal of the methods most commonly used . It should) however, include 

an assessment of t he practicability of obtaining and publi shing st an early 

s t age the more important statistical series in question . 

3. During its previous sessions the Working Party on Hous ing and Building 

Statistics has discussed a wide range of subjects in the field of current 

statistics . Many of these statistics are now published regul arly in the 

Annual and Quarterly Bulletins of Housing and Building Statis tics for 

Europe . The conclusions already reached on a number of items provide the 

basis for the preparation of substantial parts of the statistical programme 

~/ Reproduced from HOU/Working Paper No .ll0/Add . 2 . 
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envisaged and these pa r ts could be dra f t ed without further di scuss i on . 

4. It should be recalled tha t i n addition t o periodic review of the s ta ­

tis t i cal Bulleti ns, the Working Party ' s programme includes the following 

items , work on vlhich has not ye t been completed : 

(a) i ndex of construction activity; 

(b) housing and bui lding pr oduction (in terms of s quare metres , cubic 

metres , etc . ) ; 

(c) calcul a t ion of housing short age and housing needs~/; 
(d) current data on i ncreases and decreases of the housing s tock~/; 
(e) equipment and other characteristics of dwelli ngs completed; 

( f) manpower s t atistics; 

(g) pr oduction of bui l ding mat erials and component s . 

Furthermore, on certain questions on which the i-/orking Party has already 

reached concl us ions concerning the concept s and definitions t o be used, 

further discussion on the provi s i on of data i n accor dance with t he agreed 

concepts may be necessary . An i mportant exampl e i s t he need for the collec~ . 

tion as soon as possible of s t ati stics of f i xed capital formation~/, both 

in dwellings and i n other forms of construction . 

5· It should al so be recalled tha t the Worki ng Party has referred three 

subjects to the Conference of Eur opean Statis ticians for study, namely: 

( a) indices of rent; 

(b) s tatis tics of housing finance; 

( c ,) sampling surveys of the housing situation . 

The Conference agreed to undertake the study of these sub jects, although it 

has not yet been able to s tart work on them. It would seem that most and 

perhaps all of the subjects which remain i n the Working Party's programme 

and also those which have been referred to the Conference of European Sta­

tisticians should ultimately be included in the programme envisaged f or 

. current housing and building statis tics . 

See in this . connexion the suggestions for an up-to-date review of the 
European housing situation, set out in HOU/Working Paper No.llO/Add. l 
(appendix VII ) . 

g/ See HOU/97, par agraphs 6 t o 9. 
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6. Although it is not possible to draw t1p a complete statistical p rog:.·amrne 

l:cfor e the subject:; referred t o above 8!1d posElbly others have been dis­

cu;.;sed more ful l y, it i s sugges ted t':J.a t a decision should be tak~n on the 

sccpe of the prog1 amme and on t he arrangements to be made for stsrting the 

work. 'I'he Secretariat will prepare a de tailed outline of a programme of 

current s tatis t ics on housing and buildi ng, including draft texts for 

those par ts of i t on vbich agreement bas already been reached by t he 

Working Party on Housing and Building Statistics , It is suggest~d tnat 

~his out l ine should thence circulated to governments for comment s, in 

parti cular concerning the scope of the progr amme . '!.'hereafter the ouUi ne , 

together with an indication of comnents received f:::-om gover nments J m~. e,h t 

be considend by both the Housing Committee and t he Conference of E\.:ropean 

Stati sticians a t their meetin~ in June 1960 and September 19t:0 reiJpec ­

t i vely. 

7. It is assumed that in cons i dering these questions the Housing 

Com.rni ttee will prefer to confi ne itself to general aspects and will l eave 

the discuss i on of the detailed contents of t he statistical proc;r·aw.me to 

the Working Party on Housing and Building Stati stics . I t i s S'.'.ggested tha t 

in order to make more r api d progress rapporteurs should be appoint ed at 

the appropriate stage to prepare discussion pa::;>ers on some of the de t ailed 

questions involved . Specific arrangements for carrying out the stages of 

the work referred to above and for securi ng pr oper cooperation between the 

Housi ng Commit tee and the Conf erence of European Statisticians might be 

consi dered at t he June 1960 sess ion of the Housing Committee (and at t he 

September 1960 session of t he Conference of European Statisticians) . 




