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1. Consicle::.Aat.ion of Dra.ft t{;e:o.d.a for the Conference on Freedom of 
r··.lt7iir~"i-i. 

~·he C:atU:BMP.N drew the attention of the Hembers to :paragrarh lJ. of the 

draft ~epcrt, whicn re~erred to a decision of the Economic and Social Council 

that the Sub-Co~,ission should report directly to it L~ case the Commiszion 

1
- RSP HJ+...,an Rights did not meet before 

ECELVEtf~ 
... __ I 

the Cou..Tlc il. 

/M:r. FERGUSON 
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Mr. li'Z'RGUSON (Canada) sa.ici that, since theta w~s difference of 

op~_nion :•egarding eeneral p:rl.nciples to guid.e the work of the v!o:cld 

Confere:1ce, Section I of the Agemla ehould cqntain general clause~? vllich 

had been ap:p~·oved as items of the A;:ser:da" Tbe foJ.lmdng sect::tons might 

incluG.e topics relat:i..ng to :practical mec.su.res fo:..~ the freeing of information 

and to tbe question of respono~bility. 

Mr. GiRAUD (Fra."'lce} aekec'l whe·t~1er th3 discussion on genel-al principles 

would t~ke place in the Sub-Corr.mie:s:l.c,n, or at tho Conf.Jrence. 

ll .. r~ :?::JIRGUSON (Ce.nacl.a) e:.~:plaine0. thr.:.t he meant the Conference. He would 

drsf~ his ~.!.'opcsal and pret;en-t it to ti1e Sub-Connnissj_on shortly. 

2. Consic .. eratiorJ. of the Co!l!lll"i_ ttE'e 8trvcture of the Conference. __ ._-:----·---... ------------------·------
The C:.:IAIBMA:U announced. t:".at t l1ere were two proposals to consider here, 

one I'rom ~Ir. Chafee and. one fro:n the Secreta:•iat. Si:l.c.e Mr. Lomak:in had 

prev:i.ously asiced for postponement of th:..s discuseio:::l, he vrould like to 

hear his views now. Mr. Chafee's plan s ucgested: 

(a) A main committee, which would consider principles of freedom of 

informa.t!on and general problems co.mmon to the tasks o:: the other 

c0mm'!.ttees. 

(b) A conru.tt.ee on the gat:ter:1!1g of news and. information. Tbis 

would consider matters under Ite~ 2 of the prqvisional draft agenda. 

{c) A co:m.':littee on the jnternc.ticnal transmission of news and 

ini'ol~tion. This would consider matters ur-der Item 3 of the 

provisional draft agend~. 

(d) f , colll!llit-tee on im::_:>le:neatation of right of all :peoples to receive 

accurete ~"'ld comprehensive infonnation. This would consider reatters 

m1der Items 4 and 6 of the prov1s ional draft agenaa. 

(e) A comndttee on law and continuing machinery. This would consider 

matters under. Items 5 and 7 of the provisional draft, as well as legal 

problema which may be presented by other committees in the course of 

their deliberations. 

/Mr. CIDJ'EE 



Ef <m .. ~~/Sub .1/ SR.l7 
Page 3 

Mr .. CRAFE:t!; (United States) said that he.had conferred wi~h lJ!.r. Byron Price, 

Assista11t Secret.a::-oy-G6neral in charge of.the Department of AclLJ.inistrative 

ancl Jf:tnancial Se:r-v:.ces, about the matt0r. Mr. P:::-ice was in filvour cf setti.og 

up colJJlll.t ttees on a f'ur~ctional basls. One ad,vantage would be that news 

pe:--sonnel in various field.s would have a chance to discuss their con.IJJ!Oll 

problems. Mcreover, if there "tiero a main comra.ittee as proposed, to discuss 

problQms C'O!"nl.on to the three indus tries, Gove1nments might -try to f:LJ.d fer it 

a delegate vTit.h a su.lfic~ ently b:..ooad outlook. 

~Ir, L0i·l!O:::QN (Union of Sov:! et Socia2.ist Ropu"Jlics} said he could nQt 

ap:pruve Mr. C:O.e.f ee' s ple.n for five coi!Jilli ttees. He snggested creating three 

comnittecs "'cy l~eepi'lg Comm:tttee A, and combining B and C as well as D and E. 

Ho woulCi. like to aiiJ3nd the clezcription of Coll'ltlittee A to read: "A main 

committee which would consider the basic tasks of the p1·ess and the basic 

princ!pJ.;:;s of freodo!ll. of info11m tion, as well as the gene:::-al probl0ms of 

the other co:mmi t tees." Under Committee D he would substitute the wor:i 

"obj:;;ctive" for "accurate". 

The CHIJ~~~ suggested diecussing the verbal changes first, startL~ 

with Cc1Jllli ttse A. 

~-rr. MACKENZIE (Fni ted .Kingdom) said that he was in fav·our of Mr. Lomekin's 
\ 

proposal, but suggested placing the wcrds "basic principles of freedo:::n of 

infol'm.atio:1"· before ''basic tasks of the press." In his opirlion that was the 

logical order. 

Mr. CD:J!'EE (United. States) asked wh6ther, in ueing the word ":preas", 

Mr. Lomakin moent only newspapers, or whether he also included other ln6dia. 

Mr. LCHAK!N (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) explained that they 

should be included, and. suggested the _wording "press a."'l.d infott.tation". 

The CIIAIRMAl~ suceested the phrase "the press and other mec.ia of mass 

co:mm:unicaticn", with the lo.st part reading: "problem commo...""1 to the other 

com:nittees." 

Mr. SYCHR\VA (C~echoslovakia) moved an ~endment to the effect that 

. .,.._ __ ~- .._ __ , __ II _,_ ___ , _. ___ :_ "---"'---- ""----'- ___ _. __ _._., __ ll 

f. 
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The CliAIBl'~'li1lir :poir:.:teC. out that t:1e Gene:ra:::. Assm..o.bl;y Rasolution called. for 

a Con:Ler0nce on: Free1om 'of In::or..nation. For. that reeson Mr. Chafee :proposed. 

to put "freedom of inforrnation'.' first. 

Mr. LCM!.J\.TI1 (Un~.on of Soviet Socj.alist Republics) stressed that people 

most~1 race:tved. their infomaticn throush UE;':vspapcrs. The:refore, he thow.;ht, 

it v:ould not be a mistake to put the press fir~:;t. 

DECISION: Mr. Sychrava1 s a:men<lm.ent was defeated and Ce followin.~ 
provis "J 6n 1.-ras ao opteCl ml8ninouzly: 

"A. A mo.tn corumitt~e wbic.h ,;ould. co:r..eii' .. Pr the bcs1c 
pr::.nc~ ple;s of :'reGd.ou a: in.t'o:."'llaticn a."'"ld the basic t~;sks of 
thr:: p1·esz and other media of mess communication, as 'rell as 
general problei!lS common to the other co:mmittees." 

3. Y~~LChan.rez in_!2~23-2!..lli~~lafee' s_.PJ:OJ2£.2~· 

£11r. LOlJL\KIN ·(Union of Soviet Socialist Repu"Jlics) S"1.4ggested that this 

proposal should read: "A committee on implementation of righ~s of all people ... 

to receive objective and co:r::J.prehensive info+"'Il1a.tion and the demends made on 

1rorkere o:f th~ press in this connection." 

Ml'. M.l\.CKENZIE (Unitec.l Kingc.lom) eugc:ested that the cha.TJ.ges be discussed 

sepolatel~·, first the addition of the word "objective" and then the phrase 

"deinend.s m-"?de on workers of the ~ress in this connection." He would prefer 

to leave the word. "uccure:~e" in, an<i also use the phrasa "news and information", 

in order to make th~ pro?osuls unifcr.m. 

Mr. LONlUCIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said ha would appreciate 

an explanation on the d.ifference betw-een "news" and "information". 

The c~~ poi~ted out that these ~fO terms had been frequently 

ccm"'.J::.ned. 

Y~. CB~~EE (United States) said that the· Agenda indicated how the work 

of each committee should be described. In view of that, it would be wise to 

re'l;ain the word "ne"tfS 11
• 

Mr. LCM.AKlN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that either "news" 

or "opinion" should be used., but not both. 

Mr. MACKENZIE (l.1hi·ted Kingdom) said he was willing to accept "in:fon;a.tion. 1 

1.. -- ... -~ 
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:V.il'. CB:11.'FID~ (United States) said he preferred "news and irJ.formation", as 

it :m.'lde the.descri:ption more clear. 

DECISION: The '\;orcfjn~ "A COD'Imi ttee on :1.mplem.entaMon of R:iP.hts ?f ~.11 
peonJ e to receive accurate, ob;ject:i.ve 8nd corn::>rehens5.ve ne·wo 
o.nd information" was adopted. 

rva- •. CF.AFEE (Un.i..ted States) sa"..d !1e saw no reason for adding these· wor~s. 

The CRAIT\Mlli1!, speaking as a rep res enta ti ve 1 support !3d Mr. Lomakin t s 

pro::>osnl .. 

Y'tr. CFJ.W"EE (Un::.tad States) withd:r·ew his objection. 

DECISIOW: The ar:lui tion was acce-pted. 

Mr. SYCHP.AVJ\. (Czechoslovakia) said it would be uzeful to restrict the 

munher of co:mdttees, as not all states could send five C.elegates. 

T:1e CR.I\.IF.tv'wi poi:n..ted out that one deleGate could serve on diff~rent 

c'cmmi ttees. 

Mi~. CEM~G (China) said the eub-Comm~ssion should not go into details in 

this natter. ri should only indicate that it preferred a functional division 

of the work, and thG.t the Conference c~~duct its discussions in committees. 

The CHA.IliMl\:N Gaid that some discusslon was necessary in order to make 

recommendations. 

Mr. CHAFEE (United States) said :te was afraid of combining Committees D 

and E, as E 1-ras a legal committee, a."1d he thought that lawyers were perhe:ps 

not f1tted to deal with matters in D. 

Mr. FOl~TAINA (Uruguay) said he was in favour of combining Co:m:nittees 

B and C. Gathering and transmission of news should be combined. 

There was an equal vote with five members in favour of, end five members 

against ccmbining Comr.dttees B and C. In compliance with the rules of procedure 
I 

it was decided to take a second vote 'at the ne)~t meeting. 

/Mr. LOI.fAKIN 
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Mr. LOM.cua:N 1 {Un~-on .of Sovie~ Socialist Republics) sa:td that as regards 

co!l.!.M.ning Committees D and E, he could not agree with Mr. Cb:)fee. ·In his 

opinion J aiTyers would be able to discuss qne.ztions co:nceming D 1-1i th greater 

knowledge and authority. 

~:he CID,JPJvlim s:pea~rir..g as a member, supported Ml'. Chaf'ee 7 s vie>m. 

thought it e.dv:i sable to ha'\·e a se:pa:~ate co:mmi ttGe on law and continuing · 

lDt!.chinecy. 

Mrv LOMAIQl~ (Union of Soviet 3ocialict Rt.;publics) stated. that there was 

a ~istake ~n tLe translation of ~is p~opo~al re~arding ~onmrlttee B. He~ad 

mea..'1t "comprehensibJc;" and not "com:prehensive 11
• 

Mr. CII.LWEE (1Jni ted States) e:::plained. the difference betvreen the two wo:Ms. 

l-1r. M:~CK:f:il-;2.IE (t'ni ted Kil1gdom) said that since the question of 

tranRlation had. been raised, he would like to have the word "demands" in 

Point D, che.nged to "o-oligation". That would be bette::.~ English. 

Mr .. L01U'\KIN (Un:i on of Sov:!.et Socialist Republics) agreed but emphasized 

that the press should be clear, grro~~tical and logical. Therefore he 

pro:poeed "comprehensible". 

V..r. CHt'B~EE (United States) referred to the p:relil!li.na:ry report, which 

under Item 4 read: " cc"~'a..._e ~···a \A.,.L v, oc::aprehensive and rep:·esentative information .. " 

DECISION: It v1as decided -::>:r vote that the word "co:::a-prebemlive" should be 
reta:'.ned, and that ''obJ.i~o.tions or·· should be su'!Jsti tuted for 
"deroc•nds made on." 

Mr. MP.CKCNZIE (tnited Kingdom) proposed that the word "would"· used in 

Mr. Chafe3's :proposals, be che.nged to "could". 

The CFJU}Tht~r put to the vote the quostion whether or not there should be 

a co:rr:."lli ttee on le.w and continuing :me.cbinery. 

DECISION: The setting up of such a comnrl.ttee was accepted. 

6. Ccnsid.eration of Hr. Fereuson's proposal. 
I 

The CR!·JRMP.N announced that he would put to the vote Mr. Ferguson's 

pro:Posal, 1-rhich read: 

/"1. T'.o.at 
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"1. That all items on the agenda dealing with practical and epec:!.fic 

pro'J1.em.q rela~itJ.g ·to the free gathering, transmission and. disee!nination 

of infor.ma~ion be g~~uped. together in one or more sections of the agenda; 

and 

2,. That this sect~ on or sections should be preceded by tne defin1.tic-n 

of i~folma~ion for the purpose of the Conference, passed by the 

Sub-Conmn.ssion this mornins, thus meking clear the limitations within 

'tvhich thiS O.efini tlcn ~·70Uld be Operative. II 

Mr. I.OM!.KIN (t'h:l.on of SoYiet Socialist.Fepul>lics) said he saw no reason 

to vo~e ct the prese~t time. He would prefer to do it in coru1eotion with 

the discussion of the report. 

Tlle OH.'S:W.J.N, speaking as a m~tmber, said he was in favour of voting 

th€n and there. 

DECISION: Mr. Ferguson's -prcpoBal was accepted. 

7. . ~ol!sl~e.!::rt.~~ ?~~-~..:. . .2l9..~~!E..J?E9.P~£1.2!!...!h.:"-S~~1...§S!....CZ?~~£.a<:,:ti~ 
'.)f false news e.nd information. 

----~ _ _.., -
r:r. SYCHRAVA (Czechoslovakia) said it was necessary to do something at 

once j.n this- matter, and the Co:mmission on Human Rights would be the proper 

organ to do it. 

Mr. GERP.UD (Frro1ce) said he thought that the Commission on Flli~n Rights 

would not be the proper organ to perfcrm this task. It was difficult to 

determine w~at was false news, and he would prefer a special body of experts 

to perform this t~-pe of "t-rork. 

Prbf. E!~~EREY (Secretariat) stated that the Commisaion on Ruman Rights 

had no power to do this task. 

Mr. SYCID1~VA (Czechoslovakia) said he had been under the impression that 

the Commission could perfor.m the function of combatting false news. Besides, 

he only wished sometliL~ to be done at once. 

Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) suppo~ed the proposal, 

and said he was in'favour of making the recommendation witftout pointing out 

any s~ecific organs. 

, . 
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The Cffi'~Rl~iN1 s~ealcing as a m~mher, sa!d ~e was not able to support the 

proposal, as he considered it impracticable. Tho Commission on R~~ Rights 

would be overloaded. ivi th complair.ts, and no action could be taken. 

1~. CR~ (United States) said that the creation of su~h a body was not. 

the right ~ay to ~eal with falsehoods in tte press. He though~ it would only 

do harm if a statement, i-Thich Digllt have been forg-:>tten in a d.ay or tivo, was 

flaunted before the public. Instead of be:ing published once only7 such a 

false statement would be pUblished a hur~dred times. 

The c:TAJW,.Ml annour..cerl that the dtscussion imuld have to continue at the 

ne.Jft rr..aetine .• beca·•.:Wtt it was understood the com::rdttee lirou}.d adjourn at 

five o'clock. 

Mr. G~UD (Fr~;ce) asked for information regarding the proced~re for 

the remainine days of the session. 

The CJIAIPMA!l explajned, that in addition to Mr. Sychrava's proposal, the 

draft report of the Sub-Colllii11ssion as w-ell as the gyestion of co:mmittee 

·structure and the g<meral principles on freedom of information had to be 

discuosed. He hoped that the wo:r.k cou]_d be terminated by Wednesday of' the 

Mr. MAC:KENZ!E (United Kirgd.om) s~vated that one meetir.g should be reserved 

for discussion on general principles on f:reer.o.m of informe.tion. 

Mr. CHANG (China) proposed that there should be only one meeting a day for 
\ 

the re:main'!ng days. 

Mr. CRR!STElmEN (Horway) expressed the opinion that it was necessary to 

meet twice a day 1n order to finish in time. 
\ . 

~~. CHANG (China) said he did not wish to press the point. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:17 p.m. 


