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AND ECONOMIQUE " *™° ***"
SOCIAL COUNCIL ET SOCIAL  CRCINAL: ENGLISH

 COMMISSTION O HUMAN RICHTS
- SUB-COMMISSION ON FREWDOM OF INFORVATION AND OF THE PRESS
FIDNST SESSICN
SUMMARY RECCOPD OF SEVENTLEWTH MEETING

Held at Leke Success cn Thursday, 29 May 1947 at 3:00 p.m.

Present:
Chairmen: Mr, G.J., van Heuven Goedhart (Netherlands)
Vice-Chaiyman: Mr, Lev Sychrave {Czechoslovakia)
Rapporteur: Mr., G, Terguson (Canada)
Ny, P,H. Chang (Caina)
Mr, A, Gevaud (France)
Mr, Chr, A,R. Chrietensen (Noxway )
Mr, S, Lorez (Philippine Pepublic)
Mr, J.M, Lomekin (Union of Sovieb
Socialist Repubiics)
r. A.R.K, Mackenzle (mited Kingdom)
Mr, Z. Chefee (United States)
Mr, R, Fontaina (Uruguay)

Lepresentatives of Specialized Agencies:
Mr, W, Ferv (UNESCO)

Represcntativea of Non-Govermmental Orgenizations:

Miss T. Seander (AFL)
Sscretariat: Prof, C.P., Humphrsy
: " Mr, C,A. Hogzn {Scerstary of the
Sub~Comission)

1. Consideration of Draft ‘fpenda for the Conference on Freedom of
Sarahgs,

The CAAIRMAN drew the sttention of the Members to paragrarh 11 of the
draft repcrt, which relerred to a decision of the Economic and Socilal Council
that the Sub-Commission should report directly to it in case the Commiesion

Iilﬂ men Rights d4id not meet before the Council,
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Mr, FERGUSCN (Cansde) seld that, since thove was difference of
opinion regaxrding general principles to guide the work of the Vorld
Conference, Section I of the Agenda chould contain general clauses which
had been aprroved as items of the Azenda, The folloving sectlons might
inclule topice releting to practicai measures for the freeing cof information
end to the question of responaibility,

Mr: GERAUD (France) agked whether thz discuseion on general principles
would take place in the Sub-Commiesicn, or at the Conforence.

Mr, FIRGUSON (Cenada) explained thot he meant the Conference, He would
dreft his propesal and precent it to the Sub-Commission shortly,

2. Conslderation of the Ccmmittee Struvcture of the Conference.

The CJAIRMAN announced. that there were two propozals to coneider here,
one rrom Mr. Chafee and one from the Secretariat. Since Mr. Lomekin had
previously asked for postponement of this discussion, he would like to
hear his vicws now., Mr, Chafee's plan supgested:

() A mein committee, which would consider principles of fresdom of

inTormaticn and general probleus common to the tacks o the other

committecs,

(b) A cormittee on the gathering of news and informeticn, This

would consider matters under Item 2 of the provisional draft‘agenda.

(c) A committee on the interncticnal trensmission of news and

intformation, This would eonsider matters under Item 3 of the

provieional draft agsnda, ’

() A committee on implementation of right of all peoples to receive

accurste and comprehensive information., This would consider mratters

under Items 4 end 6 of the provicicnal draft agenda.

(e) A committee on law and continuing machinery. This would consider

matters under Items 5‘and 7 of the provisional draft, as well as legal

problems which may be presented by other committees in the coursé of

their deliberations,

/Mr. CHLFEE
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Mr, CHAFEE (United States) sald that he had conferred with Mr, Byron Price,
Assistant Secretary-General in charge of .the Department of Administrative
enc. Financlal Services, asbout the matter. Mr, Price was in favo;r cf zettiag
up copmittees on a functional basis., One adventage would be that news
personnel in various flelds would have a chance to discuss their comnmon
problems, Mcreover, if there vere a main comﬁittee as proposed, to discuss
probloms cormon to the three industries, Goveinments might try to find for it
a delegate with a sulficiently broad outlook.

Mr, LOMAXIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said he could ngt
approve Mr, Chefec's plen for five committees. He suggested creating three
committecs Uy Leeping Committee 4, and comﬁining B and C as well as D and E,

He would like to amend the dsszcription of Committes A to read: "A main
c&mmittee which would consider the bvasic tasks of the ﬁress and the basgic
principleos of frecdom of infoiwation, as well ag the gemeral probleme of
the other committees.," Under Committee D he would substitute the word
"oblective" for "zccurate". \

Tho CHAIRMAN suggested discuseing the verbeal changes first, starting
with Cciznittze A,

Mr, MACKENZIE (United Xingdom) said that he was in favour of Mr, Lomakin's
proposal, but suggested placing the words "basic principl;s of freedom of
information"” before “basic tasks of the press.”" In his opinion that was the .2
logical order. ‘

Mr. CIAFEE (United States) asked whether, in ueing the word “press",
Mr, Lomskin moant only newspapers, or whetlier he alsgo included other media.

Mr, LCMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) explained that they
should be included, and suggested the wording "press and information”.

Thé CHAIRMAN sugéésted the phrase "the prese and other média of mess
cormunicaticn”, with the last paft reading: "problems common to the other

comittees,”

Mr, SYCHRAVA (Czechoslovakia) moved an amendmsnt to the effect thet
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The CHATRMAN pointec out that the CGeneral Asseubly Resolution celled for
a Coﬁference on Freedom 'of Information, For. that regson Mr, Chatee prafoged :
to put "{reedom of information" rirst,

Mr., LOMAKT (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) streczed th;t fgopls
mostly recelved thelr informaticn through newspapers, Therefore, he thought,
it would not be a mistake to put the press firet,

DECISION: Mr, Sychravals amendument was defeated and tl.e following
provision was adopted unanimouszly: -

"A. A moin compiittes which would cersider the besic
principles of freedon of informaticn and the basic tesis of
the prees and other media of msss communication, as well as
general problems common to the other committees,"

3. Verbal Chancec in Point B of Mr, Chafee's Proposal.

Mr, LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Repudlics) suggested that this
proposal should read: '"A‘committee on implementation of rights of all people.
to recelve o@jective and comprehensive information and the demends made on
workers of the press in this comnmecticn,”

My, MACKENZIE (United Kingdom) sugrested that the changes be discussed
sepératsly, first the addition of the word "obJective" and then the phrase
"demends‘msie on workers of the press in this ccnnection,"” He would prefer
to leave the word "accurete" in, and also use the phrass "news end information"”,
in order to make the proposals uniform.

Mr, LOMIKIN (Union of Soviet Sccialist Republics) said ha would appreciate
an erplanation on the difference between "news" and "information",

The CHATEMAN pointed out that these two terms had been frequently
combined,

Mr. CEAFEE (United Stetes) esaid that the Agenda indicated how the work
of each committee should be described, In view of that, it would be wilse to
retain the word "news".

Mr, TCMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that either "nows”

' or "opinion" should be used, but not both, |

‘Mr, MACKENZIE (United Kingdom) said he was willing to accept "information.’
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Mr, CHLFEL (United Statss) said he preferred "news and irformation", as
it made the, description more clear.
DECISION: The wording "A committee on implementétion of Rights of all

peonle to receive accurate, objective and cornrehensive news
ond informatlon” was adcpted,

L, Addition of the parase' "Jemands made on workers of the press in this
connection, "

Nr. CHAFEE (United States) eald he saw no reason for adding these words,

The CEATTMAN, speeking as a representative, supportsd Mr, Lomekints
pronosal., )

Mr, CPAYEE (Unitef States) withdrew his objection,

DECISION: The addition was accepted,

5. Conmsideration of Combination of Committees B and C, snd D end E_of
Nz Cha.ee ER p“owosaA.

- Mr, SYCHPAVA (Czechoslovakia) said it would be useful to restrict the
mmber of comnittees, as not all states could send five delegates,

The CHATRMAN pointed out that one delegate could serve on different
comnitteea.,

M, CEANG (China) said the Sub-Commissicn should not go into details in
thisg matter.‘ It should only indicate that it preferred a functional division
oflthe work, and thet the Conference comduct ite discussions in committees,

The CHATRMAN caid that some discussicn was nebessary in ordsr to make
- recommendationsg,

Mr, CEAFEE (United States) said ke was afraid of combining Committees D
end E, ag E vas a legal committee, and he thought that lawyers were perhaps
not fitted to deal with matters in D.

Mr, FONTAINA (Uruguey) said he was in favour of combining Committees
B and C, Gathering and trensmission of news should be combined,

There waes an equal vote with five members in favour of, znd five members
egainst ccmbining Committees B and C. In compliance with the rules of procedure
it was decided to take a second vote at the next meeting. |

| /Mr, LOMAKIN
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Mf. LOMAKIN.(Uhion,of Sovie% Socialist Republice) sald that as régards
combining Committees D and E, he could not agree with Mr, Ch-Tee, ‘;n hié
opinion lavyers wouid be able to discuss gneztions ccncerning D with greatsr
knowledge and éuthcrity.

The CHLIRMAN speaiing as a member, supported Mr, Chafee’s views. Ee'

;
thought 1t edvisable to have a separate committee on law and continuing -
machinery.
| Mr, LOMAIN (Union of Soviet 3ocialict Republics) ctated that there was
a mistake in the translation of his prapozal rersrding Committse B, He ‘had
meent "comprehensible" and not "CQmprehensivea. “

Mr, CIAFEE (United Statss) explained the difference between the two words,

Mr; MACKENZIE (United Kingdom) said that since the question of
trenslation had been raised, he would like to have the word "demands" in
Point D, chenged to "obligation". That would be better English,

Mr, LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) agreed but emphasized
that the press should be clear, graumatical and logical. Therefore he
propored "gomprehensible".

Mr, CHLFEE (United States) rveferred to the preliminary report, which

1"

under Item 4 read: ",.,.accubabe, comprehensive and representative information,”

DECISICN: It was decided by vote that the word "comprshensive" should be
retained, and that "obligetiors of" should be substituted for
“demends made on,"
Mr, MACKTNZIE (United Kingdom) proposed that the word "would" used in
Mr. Chafes®s proposals, be chenged to "could",
The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the question whether or not there should be
a commitiee on lew and continuing mechinery.

DECISION: The setting up of such a commlttee was accepted,

6. Consideration of Mr, Fersuscn's proposal.

' |
The CH-IRMAN announced that he would put to the vote Mr, Ferguson's

proposal, which read:
/"1, That
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"1, That all items on the sgends dealing with practical snd specific
provlems relating to the free ga;hering, transmissién and dissemination
of 1nformaéion be grouped together in one or more sections of the agenda;
and

2, hat this sectlon or sections should be precéded by the definitich

of irnformacvion for the purpose of the Conference, passed by the

Sub-Commiseion this morning, thus meking clear the limitations within

which this definiticn would be operative.”

Mr, TCMAKIN (Tnden of Soviet Soclalist Republics) said he saw no reason
to vote et the present time. He wculd prefer to do it in connection with
the discugsicn of\the report, |

The CHATRMIN, aspeeking as a mgmbér, said he was in favour of voting
then and there,

DECISION: Mr. Ferguson's precposal was accepted,

Te . Conu1dera+ian o* Mr %vchrava?s43“qposan on the control end counteracting
of false news end Lnforma+*on.

Ir, SYCHRAVA (Czechoslovakia) said it was necessary to do eonmething at
once in this metter, and the Commission on Humen Rights would be the proper
organ to do 1t, | ‘ ,

| Mr, GERAUD (France) said he thought that the Commission on Fumsn Rights
would not be the proper organ to perform this task, It was difficult to
deteruine what was false news, end he would prefer a special body of é%perts
to perform this type of work.

Prof. HUMPBREY (Secretariat) stated that ﬁhe Cormiszion on Hunan Rights
had no power to do this task.

Mr. SYCBRAVA (Czechoslovakia) said he had been umder the impressiocn that
the Commission could perform the function of combatting false news. Begides,
he only wisghed something to be done at once,

Mr, LOMAXIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) supported the proposeal,

and said he was in' favour of making the recommendation witHout pointing out

any specific organs,

T
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The CHAIRMAN ’ speaking as a member, sald he was not able to suppert the
proposal, as he considered 1t impracticeble, The Commission on Human Rights
would be overlosded with complainrts, and no action cculd be taken,

Mr, CHAFED (United States) said that the creation of such a body was not.
the right way to deal with falsehoods in the press, He thought 1t would only
do harm if a statemenﬁ, which night have been forgottc;n in a day or two, was
flaunted before the public. Instead of‘: being published once only, such a
false staterent would be published a hundred times,

The CTATRMAN announced that the discussicn tfouid have to continue at the
neft’maetialg, beceuvse 1t was understoc;d the comnittee vould edjourm at
five o’clocis.

Mf, GERAUD (France) asked for information regarding the procedure for
the remaining days of the session. X

The CHATIMAN explained, that in addition to Mr, Sychrava's proposal, the
draft repox;t of the Sub-Cormiesicn as well as the guestion of commituee
‘structure and the goneral principles on freedcm of i:rxfomation had to be
discucsed, He hoped that the work could be terminated by Wednesday of the
follovwirg weck,

Mr, MACKFNZIE ("mited Kirgdom) siated that one xﬁee’oi‘ng ghould be reserved
for discussion on goneral principies on freedom of informetion.

Mr, CHANG (China) proposed that there should bf\a only oné meeting a day for
the remaining days, . |

Mr, CBRi'S'I’ENSEN (Worway) expressed the opinion thaix’o it was necessary to
meet twice a day in order to finiszh In time,
| Mr, CHANG (China) said he did not wish to press the point.

The meeting adjourned at 5:17 p.m.
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