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Mr. J. l.oD!ald,n 

Mr. A.B.K. Nacken~ie 
Mr., z. Chafee 
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Mro Iv,. Fa!:r 
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Secretariat: 

Mias T. Sender 

Prof. J. P. Humphrey 
Mr. John Male 
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I . 
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1. Cons;Ld~ra.tion of the ~ft. Rewrt of th~:.9onm1.ssion ·o£. £l;ee.d.om of 
Infon:na:tj.on a..nd. of the l're~;s to the E~ouomi.:: c:m.d Soc.:.ial Oouncil and 
to the commiSuiOnouftimin-Ri£hts ( contili.Uadf:pocument :if/ON .4ZsuE .1/29) 

The CHAIRMAN called the attention.of ~mbera to document . . . . 
E/CN.4/Sub.l/29/Add.l.and doc\llllent E/CN.4/Sub.l/2~/Add.3 :which coqtained 

~ ' ' ' ' ' . . 
the ,texts of. ~rag:re,:phs 19 { 11Str.uct~e of Committees") and 20· (''Eeg_uest 

. R -·· 
. forE.Jii~J.tY~'Pas revioualy agreed upon p;y the S.ub ... C.onn:niss;Lon. The~e 

· · · JUN 16 1947 /texts 
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texts· were une.nimously ado!'ted.. 

2. Original Paragraph 3- New P~aph ~ • Maasuree·to Facilitate the· 
r.O.ternatlonaJ. Transmis~ion of News a.un.=~ormation.IE?cN.lf§:b.l/29) 

The joint rroposal of lf.r. GERAUD (France). and Mr. CHAFEE (United States) 

to amend item 4 (a) was· read 'as' follow11: 
' . ' 

·"In document E/CN'~~/Sub .1/29; l:age 10, paragraph 4 (a), as 

renumbered after laws of libel, in line 4, insert a semi-colon. 

Then substitute for the rest of the :paragr~~:ti. .. these words:! 

';and, insofar as it'app~ars i~possible to obtain' the 
abolition of all peacet~e censorship, facilitating agreements 

whi~h will reduce a numbs~ of the inconveni~nces of censorship 

through such'meana as the following: 

(i) By establishing in advance the categories of 

information subject to previous inspection, and 

by publishing the directives of the censor 

announcing forbidden matters. 
. ' 

(ii) · By carrying out th~ censorship at the place of 

despatch and 1n the presence of the correspondent. 

concerned so that he may immed:tately know which 

portion of his text has been censored• 

(iii) By'fixinS the charge on the number of words 

.. , Composing a telegram after Censorship. In 

Mr. MACKENZIE (United Ktngdo:t:n) said lJ.e tho¥ght J;X>ini1 (iii) would 

be ·Ind;de .c'iearel:' ~~,::adding after the word censor.shtp "has taken :pla.ce" 
·,: ' ' . •, 

b~t said he would not·prees this point. 

. . . .. :V:r. IO~. (Union of Soviet. $oc.ialist ·Republics}· sai'd_ he :s~w· no 

necess'ity· for point (iU) inasmu~h· as he believed 'that no cilarge. was 
' ' ' '- ,. 

made for words. which h~d been deleted from a despatch. . . . 

Mr. GERAUD (France) :pOinted:. p1ft 'that ;f'req,uently, g,ue to the lOng; 
' ' . . "' ' . ' 

interval betwe.en the: first and final drafts of despatches, charges were . 

made for .Wol;"d.s whioP. ... wert;~ .. even.t®lly dropped.~ 
' .,. • • ' ' 1 ' ' 

/DECISION: 



. ~· 

• .E./CN~4/Sub.•l/SF.~.2o 
Page 3 

DECISION: The pro:poee:i as read. Wa.? ad.o:ptad. by ·aaven votes~ 

· ·Item· (b) 

Item (b) was u:nan:1moualy ad.o:pted. 

I ,· ri.~~-i~.t~ (d) 
) 

Mr~. MACKENZIE (United. Kingc!.om) suggested. the word "recommending" 
• 

to replace ":providing" in item {c)· and "recommendinr; means for alleviating". 

tn. item (d). Inasmuch as issues ware raised which were within the ·province 
. . 

of certain speciali~ed ag~nc1es, it would not be within the eom:petenca· of 

the Sub-Commission to do more than make recommendations. Tariffs and 

azeha~a controls ware broader issues than those raiaed.by freedom of 

infor~tion, and. economic and financial consid.erations would have to be 

d.iscuaaed. by the specialized agencies .• 

DECISION:· Item {c) was una.nillwusly adopted, with these amendments. 

Mr. lO~ (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the 

word 11private" should be inserted before "mono:poliatic commercj.al practices" 

in point (ii) of item (d). Private concerns frequently interfered wi~h 

the work of the :press. 

Mr' CEAFEE (United States) stated. that all monopolistic ~actices, 

whether on the Jt8.rt of government or private ·bo'd.ies, wel;".e·ha.rmf·ul. 

Mr. FERGUsON (Canad.a) sugge's.ted. el1J:oinatihg the word.s "or m.ono:polistic". 

In his opin±on, the term "restrictive" was vid.e enough to includ.e monopolies. 

Mr. IDMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republica)' relX!flrked. that, 

inasmuch as governments were usually elected by the· :people, government 

monopolies, unlike private mono:polies, were conformed to the public 

interest. 

ln reply to a question by the Chairman, Mr. LOMAY::N (Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics) sat~ he did not wish to l~t the conference. 

to the discussion of private monopolies only, but he·felt the insertion 

of the word "private" would clarify the point. 

Mr. CHAFEE (United stB.tea) observed 'th~t the election of a government 

/oy the people 

,. ' 
... -: 
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by the people did not imply that the people were not critical of 

','•, •· 

government policies and practices. He was not in favour of the amendment 

of Mt-. I.omaldn. 

DECISl:ONS: The am.endl:Dent of Mr. Lomakin to insert the vord "private" 
was defeated. 

The amendment of Mr. Mackenzie was· carried, with the 
abstention of Mr. lonJa:ld.n 'noted.· • 

3. Consideration of· Or'isinal P~~ph 4 - Measure~-~rinplement the 
Bight of All Persons and Peoples to B~ceive Accurate, Object:i.ve, 
Comprehensive and Representative Information and the Obliaation~ 
of the Workers of the Press in this Connection. 
~~nt-.E/CN.lf/Sub.l/29) -·· . 

. . 
Mr. :kO~.AiaN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republica) suggested a change 

in sequence to make paragraph'5 become paragraph 4. 

DECISIONS: ':Chis suggestion was put to the vote and was lost. 

'rhe proposal of ~. Lopez to mention all .three media, 
namely press, radio and films, in the title was 
accepted. · 

Mr. SYCHRAVA (Czechoslovakia) read two suggestions he wished to 

malta regarding this :paragraph •. The first was as follows: 

"(a) Measures designed to promote the greatest'posaible flow of 

true, objective, and useful information; 

(b) Measures ·designed to counteract false and malicious 

information which may confuse the peoples and interfere with 
' '. 

the struggle against the 'retnnant's of Fascism and with the 

strengthening of confidence, mutual understanding and the 

establishment of lasting peace; 

(c). Moasurea to ensure.that restrictions imposed by the 

requirements and necessities of public decency, order and national 

security, as well as counteracting false and malicious information, . 
spa_ll ·not impede use:Bul and free· interchange of true and bona 

fide 1nt'or:tru3.t1on about events, ideas and opinions." 

The second read: 

"Befor!:' ~ :permtUlent.mch;i.nery for tne·co~trol of. and counteracting 

/of false 
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of false information and of tendentious cam:_paigna is created.:. 

It is suggested,that the Co~~sion on Human R~ghts . 
•,' 

1. accept documented complaints on false news and . .tendentious or 

defamatory campaignsj 

2. submit these complaints to governments of the countries 

concernedj 

3.. comJ(S.re and stuey documentS from all sides i 

4. submit a report to the Economic _and Social Council." 

~. Sychrava said he wished first to ·enumerate t~e :posi\i~e measures 

and'then mention the negative ones.· 
' . 

Mr. C~'tl'EE (United Sta tee) bE.:1.=:.cwed these points would beat be 

examined under original ~ar~graph 5 on page 12. 

The CHAIRMAN agreed ~o_r~i~e the ~oint when_original paragraph 5, 

new ~ragra :ph 6, was ·under discussion. 
I 

The CHAIRMAN then asked for consideration of the proposal of 

Mr. Geraud (France), which read as follows: 
• { • t,.' ' 

"It w~ll be f'or the Conference to estabJ.iah a distinct!Oil. \ 

between th~ rights of correspondents, information agents, etc., 

working in their own country and·. those of fo:r-eign correspondents." 
• ,. ,l 

Mr. GERAUD (France) said he was of the opinir;m that the confe:rence 

should bear in mind the distinction betw~en domestic and foreign 

correspondents. National or domestic correspondents m1ght be given 

a scope wider than that granted to foreign correspondents. For example, 

national correspondents might campaign for change of government whereas 

foreign correspondents could not be :Perm! tted to do so. Foreign correspondents 

had to work with~n the limits of the sovereignty of the country in which 

they were working. He agreed they should have, as much as possible, the 

same rights as national correspondents but, in reality, a difference did exist •. 

Mr. MACKENZIE (United Itingdom) said that this proposal· might be a 

separate item after paragraph 6 and suggested the following modification 

/ /of wording: 

'•' . / 
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of wording: 

11Consideration of any distinctions to be drawn between the 

'rights of correspondents, etc ••••• " 
.• 

Mr. CHAFEE (United States) said he did not like to stress too much 

the distinction between national and foreign correspondents as far as 

the ultimate receipt of information by the people was concerned. 

Ml:'. lOMAKIN {Uniolf of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that the 

proposal of Mr •. Geraud (France) should be included as item (b). 
I 

DECISION:· It was agreed to eliminate the phrase "consideration of 
any", and Mr. Geraud 1 s pro}losal was .unanimously ado.Pted 
as point (viii) under paragraph 5 (a). 
I 

Mr. SYCHRAVA (Czechoslovakia) suggested a rearrangement of the 

items in :paragraph 5. 

The CHAIRMAN said that this would require the appoint~nt of a 

sub·coiDillittee. 

Mr. MACKENZIE. (United Kingdom) said he regretted that the proposal 

had come at a late date. He was in favour of the Sub .. Coillld.ssion a.p:pro"Vlna 

the proposals and leaving rearrangement ·of items either for.the Economic.and . 

Social Council or for the next.session of the Sub-Commission. 

Mr. SYCBRAVA (Czechoslovaki~) said he agreed with Mr. Mackenzie. ·-:-
j 

The meeting adjourned~~ 1:10 p.m • 
• ' ' 


