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Vice-Chairmen: Mr, Lev Sychrava (Czechoslovakia)

Rapporteurs: Mr. Geo, V. Perguson (Canada)
Metbers Present: A

Mr. A, Geraud o (France)
Mr. C, Christensen (Norway)
Mr, S. Iopez , . {Philippine Republic)
Mr. J. lomekin (Union of Soviet

. Socialist Republics)
Mr. A.R.K. Mackenzie (United Kingdom)
Mr, Z, Chafee ‘ (United States)

Representatives of Specialized Agencies:

Mr. W, Farr : -(UNESCO)
Mr. A. Mexcey (World Health Organization)

Consultants of Non-Governmental Organizations:

Mias T, Sender (American Federation of
: 1abor)

Secretariats Prof, J. P. Humphrey .
Mr, John Male (Actipg Secretary of
: . o © Sub>Tommission)

l. Considerstion of the Draft Report of the Sub-Commiesion ‘on. Freedom of
Information aod of the P Pross to the Ecouoml: and Social Ununcil and
to the Ccmmission on_Humen Rights (continued) . (Document #/ClN.h/Sub.l/29)

The CHAIRMAN ca}.led. the attention .of members to, document
E/CN 4/sub.1/29/Add.1 and document E/CN.4/Sub.1/29/Add.3 which contained

the ‘texts of peragrephs 19 ( "“tructure of Committees") and 20 ("Request

forElg tYorg Pas reviously agreed upon by the Sub «Conmiss;lon.. These
JUN 16 1947 [texts
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texts wers unanimously adopted. x

2, Original Paragraph 3 - New Paragraph 4 - Measures to Facilitate the
International Transmisgion of News and Information (E/CN,4/Sub.1/29)

The joint proposal of Mr. GERAUD (France) and Mr, CHAFEE (Uhited States)
to amend item L (a) was’ read as follows:

"In document E/CN. h/Sub 1/29, rage 10, paragraph b (a), as
renumbersd after laws of libel, in line k4, insert a semi-colon.
Then substitute for the rest of the paragraph these words'/

'; and, thsofar ag it appears impossible to obtain the

' abolitiod of all peacetime censorship, facilitatiag aéreemsnta
whiéh will reduce a numbef of the incoﬁaeniahces of'censarship

thfough such ‘means as the following: 1

(1) By establishing in advance the éateéories of
information subJject tojprévious inspection, and
- by publishing the directifas of the censor
announcing forbiddéﬁ metters,
(;1):4By carrying out the censorship at the place of
despatch and in the presence of the correspondend .
concerned ao that he may immediately lmow which
" portion of his text has been cénsored;
(111) By fixing the charge on the number of words
L composing a telegram after censorship r
Mr. MACKENZIE (United Kingdom) said he thought point (1ii) would
be'mﬁéb,aiaa?eX'QEi:aading after the word.cenéarahip‘"Aas taken ?1ace“
but said he would not .press this point, ‘
' Mr. TOMAKTN (Union of Soviet Socialist ‘Republics)- said he ‘Sa 10
necessity for point (111) inssmuch as he beliséved thatlnp;chargg_was-
made for words which had been deleted from a despatch.
Mr. GERAUD (France) pointed out that frequently, due to the long:
interval between the first and final grafts of despatches, charges were .

- made for words which were eventually dropped. N o
B o /DECISION:
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DECISION: The proposal as read was adopted by ‘seven votes.

Crtem () : y A
Item (b) was unanimously adopted.

" Ttéms (c) and (4)

J

Mr, MACKENZIE (United Kingdon) suggeéted the word "recommending"
to replace 'Emoviding" in item (c) and "récommsnding‘means for alleviating".
in item (d). Inasmuch as issues Were raised which were within the province
of certain specialized agencles, it would ndt be within the coﬁpeténce'of
the Sub-Commission to do more than make recommendations. Tariffs and |
‘exéhanga controls were broader issues than those raised by freedom of
inforpation, and econcmic and financial considerations would have to be
discussed by the specielized agencieé.

'DECISION:' Ttem (c) was unaniﬁbusly adcptéd, with these amendments.

Mr, LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socielist Republics) said that the
word fprivat;" should be inserted before "monopolistic commerclal practices”
in point (ii) of item (d). Private concerns frequently interfered with
the Work of ‘the press, | | |

Mr: CHKFEE (United States) stated that all monopolistic practices,
whether on the parﬁ of government or private bodies, were harmful,

Mr. FERGﬁSdN (Caneda) suggested eliminating the words "or monopolistic",
In his opinion, the term "restrictive" was wide enough to.include monorolies.

Mr. IOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)’remarked that,
inasmuch as go%ernments wefe usually elected by the people, government '
monopolies, ﬁnlike privéte monopolies, were conformed to the publie
interest. ‘
| in reply to a question by the Cheirman, Mr, IOMAKTN (Imion of
Soviet Socialist Republice) said- he did not wish to 1imit the conference
to the discussion of private monopolies only, but he felt the insertion
of the word "private" would clarify the point.
 Mr, CHAFEE (United States) obmerved thet the election of a government

/oy the people
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by the people did not imply that the people were not critical o~f“"i

government policies and practices., He was not in favour of the amendment

of Mr., Lomakin,

3.

DECISIONS: The amendment of Mr, Lomakin to insert the word "private"
was defeated. ,

" The amendment of Mr. Mackenzie was’ carried with the
abstention of Mr. lomekin noted.

Consideration of Original Paragraph & - Measures to Implement the
Right of All Persons and Peoples to Recsive Accurate, Objective,

Comprehensive and Representative Information and the Oblipations

of the Workers of the Press in this Connection.

(Document E[CN 4/Sub,1/29)

Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) suggested & change

in sequence to make paragraph 5 become paragraph 4.

make

DECISIONS: This suggestion was put to the vote and was lost,
The proposal of Mr, Ioﬁez to mention all three media,
nemely press, radio and films, in the title was

- accepted.

Mr, SYCHRAVA (Czechoslovakia) read two suggestions he wished to

regarding this paragraph. . The first was as follows:

"(a) Measures designed to promote the greatest possible flow of

true, obJective, and useful information;

(b) Measures designed to counteract false and malicious

- information which may confuse the peoples and interfere with

the struggle against the repments of Fascism and with the
strengthening of confidence, mutual understending and the
establishment of lasting peace;

(c). Moasures to ensure.that restrictions imposed by the
requirements and necessities of public decency, order and national
securityk as well as counteracting false and malicious information,
shall not impede useful and free interchange of true and bone |
fide information about events, ideas and opinions,”

The second read:

"Beforé any permanent machinery for the control of and cbun%eracting

Jof false
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. of false information and of tendentious campaigns is created:.
It is suggested that the Commission on Human Rights
1. accept documented complain@s'on false news and tendentious or
defamatory campaigns; ‘ | _ o 'A’
2, submit these complaints to governments of the countries
concagned;‘
3.  compare and study documents from all sides; ‘
i, submit & report to the Economic and Social Oogncil."
Mr, Sychrava said he wished firsi to enumerate the positive measures
and’ then mention the negative ones.’ |
Mr, CHAFEE (United States) belicved these points would beat be
examined under original paragraph 5 on page 12.
The CHAIRMAN agreed to ralse the point whenloriginél raragraph 5,
new paragraph 6, was'ﬁnder discusaion,
.Thé<CHAIRMAN then asked for consideratién of the proposal of _
Mr. Geragd_gfrancg), which read as follows:

"It will se for the Confgrence to establlsh a distindiion\
5etweeh ?ha righps of corresﬁondents, information agents, etc.,
york;pg 1n‘their own country and those of foreign correspondents.”
Mr, GERAUD (France) said he was of the opinion that the confexence

ghould beaé in mind the diétinction between domestic and foreign
correspondents, National or domestic correspondents might be given

a scope wider than that granted to foreign correspondents. For example,
national correspondents might campaign for change of government whereas
foreign correspondents could not Be permitted to do so. Fbreién correspondents
" had to work within the limits of the sovereignty of the country in which

they were working. He égreed they should have, a8 much as possible, the

same rights as national correspondents but, in reality, a difference did exist,

Mr, MACKENZIE (United Kingdom) said that this proposal might be a

separate item after paragraph 6 end suggested the following modification

/

/of wording:
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of‘wording:

“Consideration of any distinctions to be drawn between the

rights of correépondents, etCaunn. .
Mr, CHAFEE (Unlited States) said he did not like to Q£ress too much
the distinction bétween\national and foreign correspondehts as'far aé
the nultimate receipt of information by the people was concerﬁed. ‘
Me., LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Refublics) said éhat the
proposal of Mr. Geraud (France) should be included as 1ten (b).
DECISION: I was agreed to eliminate the phr)aée‘ "consideration of
any", and Mr. Geraud's proposal was unanimously adopted
as point (viii) under paragraph 5 (a).
Mr. SYCHRAVA (Czechoslovakia) suggested a rearrangement of thej
items in peragraph 5. |
The CEAIRMAN said that this would require the appointment of a
sub-cormittea. ‘ -
Mr, MACKENZIE (United Kingdom) said he regretted that the proposal
hed come at & late date. He was in favour of the Sub-Comrission gpproﬁné
the proposals and leaving rearrangement of 1tems either for the ﬁconomic.and )
Social Council or for the next session of the Sub-Commission,
+  Mr. SYCHRAVA (Czechoslovakia) said he agreed with M. Mackenzié. Rk

The meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m,



