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SOCIAL COUNCIL ET SOCIAL & o

COMMISSION ON EUMAN RIGHTS
SUB~COMMISSTION ON FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND OF THE PRESS
FIRST SESSION

SUMMARY RECORD OF THE NINETEENTE MEETING
Held at Lake Success, New York, on 2 June 1G47 at 2:30 p.m.

Present: E -
Chairman: Mr. G.J. van Houven Goedhart (Netherlands )
Vice-Chairman; Mr. Lev Sychrava - (Czechoslovakia)
Rapporteur: Mr. Geo. V. Ferguson (Canads)
Mr. G. Kao (China)
Mr. A. Geraud (France)
Mr. Chr. A.R. Christensen (NOrway)
Mr. 8. Lopez (Philippine Republic)
. Mr. J.M. Lomakin " (Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics)
Mr. A.R.K. Mackenzie (United Kingdom)
Mr. Z. Chafee . (United States of
, America)
Mr. R. Fontaina : (Uruguay)

Representative of §t:ec1alized Agency:
Mr. W. Farr (UNESCO).
Cénsultant of Non-Governmental Organization:

Mr. P. Garvin (American Federation
of Lavor)
- >
Secreteriat:  Prof. John P. Humphrey '
. Mr. John Male (Acting Secretary of
the Sub-Commission)

1. Amendment to Rules of Procedure for Last Day of Session.

The CHATRMAN asked for consideratidn of Mr. Chafee's proposal to make

Rule (40 Br BYE Fie¥ d&8 Brocddure read, for the last day of the Session, as

o

follqws: i1y 24 4 1947 °
i L «»Ifcaavuberchmu ly divided on matters other than elections
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the proposal shall be regarded as reJected,”

/TECISION
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DECISION: The amendment was unanimously adopted.

2. ' Consideration of Chapter I of the Draft Report (E/CN.4/Sub.l/29).
*

D The CHAIRMAN suggested that the best procedure would be to vote item

Ry

by item under each Chapter of the Report.

DECISIONS: Paragrephs 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8 of Chapter I were
unanimously accepted without discussion, and paragraph 5 was
also unanimously. adopted with e minor textual alteration.

Mr, LOMAKIN- (Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics), in commenting on
praragraph 9, said that it wes unnecessary to hold two semsions of the ‘
Sub-Cqmmission in one year, .

The CHATRMAN explained that it bad been decided to recommend that a
second sesslon be held late in 1947 to fix the final agenda.

' Mé. MACKENZIE (United Kingdom) remarked thet the Sub-Commission had not
completed the task which the Commission on Human Rights had entrusted to it.

Mr, CHAFFE (United States of America) suggested that it would be
necesseary to'takeié‘vote first on the question of re-opening the dsbate
on a principle}which had been adopted, ‘

v DECISION:- Oql& two members were in favour of re-opening the &ebate,
and the proposal was rejected. Par?graph 9 was then aﬁproved
as it stood, by 9 votes to 1.

Mr, KAO (China) explained that he had abstained, and would centinue to
"abstain, from voting since he was participating only temporarily on behalf
of Mr, Chang.

The CEAIRMAN put paragrarhs 10 and 11 to a vote., They ﬁere,unanimously
adopted,

3. Consideration of Chepter II of the Draft Report.

The Ncte prefacing Chapter II was unanimously accepted.
Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socislist Republics) asked whether it would
- not be advisable to hold the Conference later than March or April of 1948

.
/in order
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in ordér to ensure that it was propetiy-ﬁf&j&rad;i,;~

The CHATRMAN, speaking as a membet., said’he:was not in favour of
recons;deVing the date of the Conference. - . "

DECISION: Parvagraphs 12 and 13 were accepted without quther discussicﬁ;,

Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics), in:cqmmsntinglqh |
parggraph 14, proposed to add the Outer Mongoliap Peoples Reﬁublic to the
1ist of Non-Member States to be invited to attend the Conference. |

Mr. LOPEZ (Philippine Republic) asked whether or not the list of
Non-Member States mentiocned in paragraph 14 was meant to be éXCluSiVQq
As the Conference would not be held for approximately a year, and. since
new political developments might necessitate the extengion of invitatlions
to such countries as Korea gnd the Republic of Indonesia, he was in favour,
he sald, of leaving the invitation list open.A ’

Mr. CHAFEE (United States of America) said that this question was
beyond -the competence of the Sub-Commission, and should be left to thé
Econcmic &nd Scciel Council. ' n

Mr. SYCHRAVA (Czechoslovakia) supported Mr. Lomskin's proposal.

Mr. MACKENZIE (United Kingdom) said that since the Sub-Commission ;
had only limited competence as regards this .type of political problem,
it would be wise %o follow the example of previous conferences.

- '“Mr. FERGUSON (Canada) suggested inserting the words "not necessarily
exclusive" before "for invitations". N
DECISION: There were two votes for,andfsix against'Mr.'Lamakin's
proposal to include the Mongolian Peoples Republic on the
list. Peragrach 14, as smended by Mr. Ferguson,
was adopted by a majority vote of 7.
Mr. FERGUSON (Cenada) suggested adding the International Trade

Orgenization to the list of organizations mentioned in paragraph 18.

Mr, CHAFEE (United States of America) proposed the inclugion of the

-
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following phrase:

I i /" Other Speoializé;

a
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"other Specializedﬁﬁﬁpﬁéiés»which are expected to conclude
agreemerits with the United Nations," -

Mr. FARR (UNESCO) pointed out that interfgovernmen‘bal’orggnu‘ivz,a‘ﬂ;j:qna
were grven the title of Specialized Agencies only after they had concluded
agreemeiits with the United Nations, He suggested the folloving phrase:

"Other inter-governmgntal,organizatiéns.whibh may beccme Specialized

Agencies." A C

The CHATRMAN declared that it was the consensus of opinion to add tkre
I.T.0. to the list and to include the phrase "Other Inter~-Governmental
Organizatiens which may become Specialized Agencies,"

Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of sOviet Socialist Republics) said he disagreed
with this decision, and suggested that the World Federation of Trade’Unions.
should head the list of nonqg?;vernmenta]: organizations., “

The CHAIRMAN called for a formal vote on paragraph 15 (a) as .amended.

DECISIONS: Paregraph 15 (a), as amended, was adopted by en affirmative

vots of 6. Sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) were unanimously

( adopted as they stood.

The CHATRMAN pointed out that "Bule h“ in the last paragraph of
paragraph 16 should be changed.to "Rule 2", }

a Prof . HUMPHREY (Secrevtarivat) remarked that other changes would have to
be mede in the proposed Rules of I’récedure of the Conferpnce to’ brn}g Jthen
into line with tke decj‘sior.s‘ of the Sub-Commission,

DECISION: .It was unanimously agrecd that the paragraph (15) should
‘read:”

. "The Sub-Commission decided to recommend that the dyaft Rules

of Procedure of the Conferenoé be those set forth in document

E/CN.4/sub.1/8, with» such amendments as may be made ngcessary by

decisions taken by -the Sub-Commission ‘itself." o

The substance of parpgraph 17 having been transferred to Chapter IIT
".Agenda of the Conference, the CHAIRMAN opened the discussion on pa:ragraph 11
“He reminded Members of the inclusion of the phrase "in conformity with the

Resolution of the General Assembly" in paragraph 18 (c), N
, ‘ . il LOMAKIS
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Mr.,LGMAKIN (Union of Soviet SOGial’Lst Republics) auggested reducing
the numuer of delegatea to four in conf‘ormi'ty with the structure of the.
comittees, .

Mr, C'HAFFE (ﬁnited. States of .Amerioa) sa.ilc‘. fﬁat the number of delegafeé
need not be ‘conditioned. by the structure of tﬁe comittess. .

Mc. LOPEZ (Philippine Republic) reaallaa'ﬁhat the Genoral Assembly hed
‘six standing camittees with {ive &elegates as the maximum.
) DECISION Mr. Lomakins' pa:o’aeaal wag uefeated with two votes m favour,\
Paragraph 18 (a) was adopteﬁ by a maJority ‘vote of six end .

(b) and (¢) were adopt ed. unanimously ,;;

‘;L.' ‘ ané;deratj.on of Chapter III of ‘[?1}6 Draft Report.
o Paragraph 1 was unanimously accjep.t';e:d without dlscussion.

Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist éépublicsj said that paragraphs
2, 3, and h,. should either be shorténéd or .enlarged to include his five points
regarding th;a ;z‘o,je tives of the px;ess.

Mr. CERISTENIEN (Norway) suggested quecting the proposala of Mr. Lcmakin
and Mr. Lopez in paragraph 2 without comment. '
Mr. MACKENZIE (Uaited Kin,gdcm) stated that if this puggestion
would secure uvnanimity -in the adoption of Point 2, he would support it, ¢

DEC&SION' Mr. Christe.nsen‘s proposal was unanimously- adopted. ‘
' Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of 3oviet Sccislist Repu’olics) sa.id. he objected to
the words "the letter and the spirit" in paragraph 3. They’ were too broad
to express hi‘s view and he propeosed delsting the phraée f'ollowing the

words "at all" and inserting in its place the following:
. be honest and obJjective with regard to' the goverﬁments
to which they are accredited, they must tell the truth wit hov.t bias;
othervige accreditation should be withdrawn." | ,
PECISION: Mr. Lomakin's proposal was adopted by a mé.gority vote
of 7, with one abstention, * |
Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of ‘Soviet Socialist Republics) suggested that the

[Repporteur .
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~\ﬁaﬁ§orteur‘ include the text of the General Assembly's Resolubion: in
paragraph h, .
Mr. FERGUSCN (Canada) agreed to include it as a footnote.
DICISION: Paragraphs 4 and 5 were unanimously adopted. N

5. Consideration of Provisional Draft Agenda.

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the secticns of the Provisional Draft Agenda
should be divided into chapters; that "General Discussion on the Principles
of freedom of Information," the adopted proposal of Mr. Lopez, and a
definition of freedom of informatién fc;r the purposes of the Conference
should be listed as Items 1, 2, and 3 under the first chapter; and that the
following sections of the or/igina]; text become Chapter II, and the numbering |
of items be changed accordingly. The Chairman's suggestion was accepted.

Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), in camenting on
Item 3 "Measures to Facilitate the Gathering of Information”, said that the
objectives of the press should be clearly stated and asked to have his
original proposal included here.

The CHAIRMAN said that 1t would not be desirable to yeopen the qwuesticn."

Mr SYCHRAVA (Czechoslovakia) remarded that one principle upon which the
Sub-emlsaion mist agree was the common fight against Fascism.

Mr. GERAUD (France) suggested postponing discussion of the question of .
general principles until the following afternoon. .

Mr. CHAFEE (United States of America) maintained that the discussion
should be confined to the material which had been prepared by the Rapporteur,
and that it wowld be better to proceed item by item.

Mr. SYGHRAVA (Czechoslovakia) said he agreed with Mr. Chafee but
reserved the right to ‘propose new changes afier the disposal of discupsions
on the genersl principles of fresdam of infométian.

The CHAIRMAN varned that such reservetions would not facilitate the work.
He suggested that there should be no further discussion of Mr. Lomekin's |
proposal. o |

M, éHAEEE
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Mr. CHAFEE (United States of America) suéges,ted that ,th‘e Chairman should
rule accordingly and proceed to vote on Item 3. |

DECISIONS: The Chaixman's ruling was upheld by 6 votes to 1. Points

(a), (b), and (c) under Item 3 were adopted with 8 |
affirmative votes and 1 negative vote; and (d) was adopted
by an affirmative vote cf 7. Finally, Item 3 was adopted
with 8 affirmative votesg, 1 negative, and 1 abstention,
, Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said he wished to
bs recorded‘as being in favour of (d) but egainst (a), (b), and (c).

The CHAIRMAN r.eminded Members of’ the verbal change in the heading of
Item 4, which now read "Measures to Facilitate the International Trensmissicn
of Information."

Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics) said he was opposed
to Item 4 (a), which dealt with the elimination of censorship, on the
’léga;l gx':o'unds that censorship was g matter’of domestic Jurisdiction., He
suggested the insertion of the following phrase:

"ghould be carried through with due consideration of national
security." _

Mr. SYCHRAVA (Czschoslovakia) said that & phrase regarding non-
interference in domestic affalrs should be included at the beginning of
thé agenda. -

The CHAIRMAN, speaking as a member, said he doubted the advisaeblility of
including a general statement among items of the agenda..

Mr. CHAFEE (United States of America) sald that Mr. Lomekin's point was
already embodied in (a), and that the wording "with due regard to the
requirements of national security and public order" had been inserted to ‘
meet hig obJection.

Mr. LOMAKIN (Union of Soviet sécialist Republicg) proposed the deletion
of the words "Facili.ating the elimination cf' censorship; agroements on
the progressive elimination of peacetime censorship."

/Mr. GERAUD
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Mr. GERAUD (Fran‘ce) said tha.t he wished to submit a proposal, which
would be trénslated into English and distributed, and should be inserted
into (a) after the words "the laws of libel," '
| Mr. FONTALVA (Urughey) ,a‘sked whether Mr. Lomakin would accept the
wording "progressive elimination of peacetime censorship with due regard
1o the requirements of national security and public order." |

+ Mr., LOMAKIN (Unic'n céf Scviet Socialist Republics) said he found Mr.
chm’cair;g's suggfaétion unaccep‘ta'\b.le and ihsisted cn deletion of the point
dealing Vi‘th -cénsorship. o J ' .

.- Mr. CHAFEE (United States ogi;’ America) suggested .am‘ending Mr. Fontaina's
suggestion to réad "facilitating agreements on progressive. eliminaticn
. of peacetime censorship...”" in order to meet Mr. Lomakin's objection.

Mr. LOMAKIN (irnion of s&met Socialist Republics) said he maintained
'his Previous ﬁqsition.

DECISIONS: Mr. Lomskin's proposal to delete the point dealing with

cengorshir waE de;féated by 7 votes to 1. The first half
of Ttem & (.a)',. as amended by Mr. Chafee, was adopted
by a majority yote of 9.

. Mr. CHAFEE (Uniﬁed étateAs of America) said that Mr, Geraud's proposal
dealing with thils sﬁbject shdﬁid be digcussed together with the remainder
of (a) and that he.would prepare a combined dreft on thid for consideration
at the following mesting,

. The meeting adjourned at 6:05‘ p.m.



