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/dovering note: the Rapporteur, in circulating his d.raft report,
requests those d.elegations which wish to suggest any changes
in this d-raft to submit them to him or to the Secr"etary of the
Coumittee by the end- of the meeting on Wednesday morning,
J0 January f957, In view of the fact that the surmary records
of the Cornmittee's proceed.ings are availabl-e to the plenary
meetings, the Rapporteur has not endeavoured to surnmarize the
Committee's d"ebates. This is in accord. vith generally accepted
proced-ure and with the past practices of the Second, Conmitteer/

1, The General Assemb1y, at its 578th plenary meeting on 1! November L956,

allocated. to the Second. Committee for consid-eration and report item 28 of its
agenda, "Establishment of a worJ.d. food. reserve: report of the Economic and. Social

ucunclJ- .

2. The Committee had before it the following d.ocr:ments 
.r /

Report of the Economic and Social Council, chapter V, section t (A/3t51+).1

Questions relating to Economic Development. Memorandun by the
Secretary-General (a/ Stge),

The statement mad.e by the representative of Costa Rica at the 415th
meeting, cireulated, at the request of the Chairman (l/C"A/f.ZgB).

U Official. Records of the General Asgembly, Eleventh Session, Supplement No. 3.
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It also received. the forlowing d.raft resolutions and arnendnents thereto:

United States of America: draft resolution (t+/C.2/L.297 aad' Corr.1,
a/c.Z/t,2)f f*ev.l and. Corr'r, spanish onIy, t/c.z/t'.2)7/Rev.2)

Denmark: amendment to the United. States draft resolution (A/C.eh,Zgg)

Burma and. ThaiLand.: anendments to the United. States d.raft resolution
(r/c.z/t.loS)

Egltpt: amendments to the United. States draft resolution (f/C.Z/f ,lOg)

Ceylon, Ind.1a and. Ind.onesia: d.raft resolutl-on (l'/C.e/f ,SOl)

Egypt : d-raft resolution (a/c .2/L.3CB).

3. The Committee considered. item 28 during nine meetings (l/C.2/SR.l+t5-\t9' hZt

ana 425-4ZT). T\^renty-three delegations took part in the general debate. The

Director-General of the FAO also mad.e a statement at the 421st meeting on

22 January 1957.

4. At its 4f5tn meeting the Cornnittee received a d.raft resolution submitted by the

United" States of America (1,/C.e/f.297 and. Corr.l), proposlng that the General

Assembly, (a) having in nind. the d-esirability of achieving the objectives set forth
in resolution 827 (fX), (b) consid.ering that one of these objectives is the possible

use of food. reserves for roeeting unforeseeable food" shortages, (") consid"ering

further the need" of many countries for establishing or increasing national food.

reserves, and recognizing that many countries in the early stages of economic

d.evelopment are faced. with special d.ifficulties in establishing ad.equate reserves,

(d.) noting that resolution 6Zt (XXff) of the Econonlc and Social Council requests

the Secretary-General to report to the twenty-fourth session of the Council, inter
alia, on the feasibllity, and., if feasible, the manner of using food- reserves for
meeting unforeseeable food. shortages, should.: (1) request the Secretary-General in
preparing this report to i-nclude an analysis of the possibilities of promoting by

way of consultations between importing and exporting member countries, the use of

surplus agricultural conmodities in buil-d.ing up national reserves to meet emergency

situations or to prevent excessive price increases arising as a result cf either a

failure in local food. supplies or increased d.enand. due to economic d.evelopment

progra.txmes; and. (2) invite menber countries in a position to make avail-able surplus
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conmod.ities further to consult with other member countries through the appropriate

bod-ies established. by FAO with a view to facilitating the establishment of national

food. reserves.
j. At the 4f5tn meeting, an amendr:oent to the United States d.raft resolution was

submitterl by Denmark (U/C.Z/T.Zgg), proposing to insert in line 2 of operative

paragraph 2, after the word. "conmod.ities", the phrase "with due regard. to the FAO

prlnciples of avoiding harmful interferences wi.th a normal pattern of prod"uctlon and.

international trad.e ".

6. Atthe 4atst meeting, the represe'ntative of the United States of Amgrica

presente,l a revised text (a/C.2/L.2)lfRev.I) of his original draft resolution

(t/C,Z/f.Zgl). In the preamble of the revised, text the third. and fourth paragraphs

vere pro'posed. to read. as follows :

"@ that nany countries may need to establlsh or
increase national re,seives for this purpose, and. recognizing that many
countries which are j-n the early stages of economic d.eveLopment are
faced" with special difficulties in establishing ad.equate'reserves, such
as the fact that l-evels of consumptlon in the less d.eveloped. countries
are generally relatively low,

"Noting that resolution 6Zf (XXff) of the Economic and- Social Council
requeslE-El6 Secretary-General in consultation with the Focd and Agriculture
Organization of the United. Nations to report to the twenty-fourth session
of the Couneil, inter a1ia, on the feasibility, and., if feasible, the
manner of using food reserves for meeting unforeseeable food- shortagesr"

and a fi.fth paragraph was ad.derl, read.lng:

"Noting further that the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
UniteaffiGilTEgaged" at the present time in a special study of the
question of establishment of national reserves against emergenciesr".

Und.er thre revised operative part of the d.raft resolution, the General Assembly

would-: (a) request the Secretary-General ln preparing his report pursuant to

resolution 5at (XXff) of the Economic and. Social Council to includ.e, on the basis of

his cons,ultations with the FAO, an analysis of the posslbllities and" desirabilJ-ty of

promotilg, by way of consultations between importing and. exporting menber countries,

the use of surplus foodstuffs in build.ing up natlonal reserves tc be used. in

accordance vith internationally agreed. principles: (i) to meet emergency

situatigns; (ii) to prevent excessive price increases arising as a result of a

failure in Ic'caI food. supplies; (iii) to prevent excessive price increases resulting

from increased d-emand. d.ue to economic clevelopment progra.mmes, thus facilitating the
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economic. development of less d.eveloped. countriesj (b) request the Economlc and"

Social Council to consider the possibility of postponing until its twenty-fifth
session its examination of the report of the Secretary-General in ord.er to be in a

positi-on to take fu1ly into account the d.iscussions and the expert technieal stud-ies
being und.ertaken in the FAO concerning the establishment of national food. reservesj
(c) invite both lmportlng and. exportlng nember countries to continue to consult
through the appropriate bodies established by the FAO with a view to facilitating
tbe establishment of national food. reserves, with d.ue regard. for the FAO prinelples
of surplus clisposal, particularly the need- to avoid. harmful interference with nrrraal
patterns of prod.uction and. international trad.e and. to ensure that the use of surplus
reserves will result in genuine ad.d.itional consumption as d.efined. in the FAO

nri nni n] oc

The amendment by Denmark (l/C.Z/f.agg), having been taken into account in the
above revi-sed. text, vas withd.rawn by its sponsor.

7. At the sane meeting, an amendment to the revised. United. States d.raft resoLutlon
(a/c.z/r,agr/nev.r) was submitted by Burma and. Tha:Ll-qqd. (a/c.z/r.3o3), proposing to
insert, after the first operative paragraph, the following Dew paragraph:

,'2.@theSecretary-Genera]toexaminewhethersuch
useofsur@corn:uod.1tieswi.]-11ead.tod"isp1acementof
markets of those corunodities, arrd the effects it may have on the economic
and. financlai position of those unrl-er-d.eve1oped. countries vtiich depen4
nri mq vi 'l rr rlrruarrry orr the exports of similar agrieultural products."

The following operative paragraphs were to be renumbered. accord.ingly.
B. At the )+Z6tn meeting, the representative of the Unlted. States of America, with
reference in partieular to the amendment subnitted. by Burma and. Thailand., further
revlsed- his d.raft roca]rr*.ian h-'inserting after the first operative paragraph the
following:

,,2.@theSecretary.Genera1,inhisana1ysisof
thepossibffiab11ityoftiieuseofsurp1usfood.stuffs
4n- l-l^-i^ *,,ror rnrs purpose, to examlne whether sucb use of surplus food.stuffs
may lead- to d.isplacement of markets for those commod.ities and what
effects it may harre on the economic and" financial position of those
countrj-es which d-epend primarily on the export of sinilar commod.ities;",

and. by rennmbering the following paragraphs accord.ingfy (a/C.2/L.297/Rev.Z). The

representatives of Burma and. Thaitand withdrew their amendment (A/C,2/i,.3O3).
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9. At the sarne meeting the Cornmittee recej-ved":

(i) a draft resol-ution by Egypt (A/C.2/L.3oB), proposing that the General

Assembly should" reo*uest the Secretary-General in prcparing hls report
in pursuanee of resofution 5Zt (XXff ) of the Economic and Social
Council- to inc1ud.e, in consuftation with the FAO, consid.eration of
the feasibility of establishing a "i.nlorld- Food. Capital F\rnd.";

ft:-) a draft resolution by Ceylon, fnd.ia and fnd-onesia (a/C.Z/f.3Ol),
proposing that the General- Assembly should" request the Secretary-
General, in consultation wlth FAO and other agencies, to set up a

Working Group to examlne the practical possibilities of irnplementing

the various proposals rnad.e in the FAO report (n/2855) as r^rell as the
varlous suggestions mad.e at the tvrenty-second" session of the Economic

and Social Council and- at the el-eventh session of the General

Assembly, and. to submit a report from the tr{orking Group to the
twenty-sixth session of the Economic and" Social Council, 1n

connexion with his report to be prepared. in pursuance of
resolution 5Zt (XXff) of the Council.

10. The representative of Egypt also submitted amendments (A/C.2/L.309) to tne
revised United States d.raft resolution (t-/C.Z/t.297/r<ev.2) proposing to r"eplace in
the second. and" fourth paragraphs of the preanble the word.s "meeting unforeseeable
food. shortages" by the vords "relievi-ng famine and other emergency si-tuations". Ihe
representative of the United. States accepted- the first trgyptian amendment relating
to the second. paragraph of the preamble of his d.raft resolutlon and. the
varvaoan*a*itra nf Egypt stated. that he vas not pressing for his second. amendment.v9v4vv !

11. The revised. draft resolution by the United States (A/C.Z/f.297/nev.2), as

mod-ified- in the second. paragraph of its preamble by the Egyptian reword.ing
t^ l^ ^l- ^^^\(A/C. 2/L.3O9 ), was ad.opted- unanimously.

1,2, The Second. Corurittee therefore recommend.s to the General- Assembly the ad.option

of d.raft resolution I annexed. to the present report.
13. The Ccmmittee d.iscussed- the :lree'Fortcl draft resol-ution (A/C.e/t.307) at its
4Z5tn ana 427ttr meetings. In the light of the discussion and of the suggestions
ma.rle hw the renrgsentatiVe Cf ffela.nd resardina draftins'eha.npps nnn'Lrr.l-har LEsr qrub ur urrulrbur J ouu UJ Urt\:

representative of Argentina regard.ing the possibility of consolid.ating in one single
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proposal the d-raft resolutions submitted. respectively by Ceylon, Ind.ia and fnd.onesla

(a/C.Z/r.Sol) ana Egytrrt (A/C.a/1.:OB), the sponsors of the ihree-Power draft
resolution revised. the operative part of their psoposal to read as follows
(a/c.a/r.3o7/nev.1) :

"sgggte the Secretary-General, j.n consultation with FAO and. other
agencies, to explore the d-esirabllity of setting up a working group to
examine the practical possibilities of implementing the various proposals
mad.e 1n the FAO report (E/ZBIS) i.ncluding the feasibility of establishing
a'Vtrorld- Focd" C-pltal Fund' as well a.s'che various :rrggestions mad.e at
the twenty-second. session of the Economic and Social Council and. at the
eleventh session of the General Assembly and to report to the Council not
later than its twenty-fourth session for appropriate action. "

At the 4Z7tn meeting the representative of Egypt proposed. to amend. this revised.

operative paragraph by d.eleting the words "including the feasibllity of establishing
s'World Fccd- Capital Fur.d"'; this i^/as agreed. to by the stronsors of the d.raft

resolution. The representative of Egyltt stated. that he d.id. not reguire any action
on hj-s draft resolution (t/C.2/L.3oB).
-l14. The revised. d.raft resolution by Ceylon, Ind.ia and. Ind.ones:.a (a/C,2/L.307/t, .1),
as mod"ified" by Egypt, was ad-opted by JJ votes to 9, with tB abstentions.

L5. The Second- Comittee therefore recommend.s to the General Assembly the ad.option

of d.raft resolution II annexed. to the present re'oort.
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AI{NEX

ESTASLISI]MUVT OF A WORID FOOD RESERVE

Draft resolutlon I

INTEANATIONAL CO-OPERATION IN THE ESTASLISHMENT
OF NATIONAL FOOD BESERVES

The General Assembly,

Having ip mind the desirabillty of achieving the objectives set forth in
resolution Bz? (rx),

Consid.ering that one of these objectives is the possible use of food. reserves

for relieving famine and. other emergency si.tuati-ons,

Consid-ering further that many countries may need to establ-ish or increase

o",,offispurpose,and.recognizingthatmanJrcountrieswhicharein
the early stages of economic d.evelopment are faced" with special difficulties in
establishing ad"equate reserves, such as the fact that levels of consr:mption in the
less d-eveloped. countries are generally relatively low,

Noting that resolution 6af (XXff ) of the Economic and Soclal- Council requests

,n" ail*"y-General in consultation vith the Food and" Agriculture 0rganization of
the United" Nations to report to the twenty-fourth session of the Councll- inter alia
on the feaslbil-ity, and., if feasible, the manner of using food- reserves for meeting

unforeseeable food. shortages,
]\Tn*i-n €'iu+her that the Food- and- Agriculture Organization of the United. Nationsrrv vru6 a ur w

," uo**"U u., ,n" nresent time in a special stud-y of the question of establishment
of national reserves against emergencies,

1. Requests the Secretary-General in preparing his report pursuant to
resolution 6Zt (XXff) of the Economic and- Socia1 Council to include, on the basis of
his consultations with the FAOi an aralysis of the possibilities and" d.esirability of
promoting, by way of consultations between inporting and exporting member countries,
the use of surplus food-stuffs in building up national reserves to be used- in
accord.ance with internationally agreed principles :

(u) to meet energency situations;
/- \(bJ to prevent excessive price increases arising as

local food. supplies;
a result of a failure in
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(" ) to prevent excessive priee j-ncreases resulting from increased d.emand. due

to economic d.evelopment progranmes, thus facilitating the economic d.evelopment of
less d.eveloped" countries ;

2, Further requests the Secretary-Genera1, in his analysis of the
possibilities and d.esirability of the use of surplus food-stuffs for this purpose, to
exarnlne vhether sueh use of surplus food-stuffs may lead. to d.isplacement of markets
for those conmod.ities and what effects it may have on the economic and. financial
position of those countries which d"epend. primarily on the export of similar
commod.ities-

3. Req-uests the Economic and. Social Council to consid"er the possibility of
postponing until its twenty-flfth session its examination of the report of the
Secretary-General j-n ord.er to be in a position to take ful-ly into account the
discussions and the expert technical stud.ies being und.ertaken in the FAO concerning
the establishment of national- food. reserves.;

4. fnvites both iroporting and- exporting member countries to continue to
consult through the appropriate bod.ies established by the FAO with a view to
facilitating the establishment of national food. reserves, wj.th d"ue regard. for the
FAO principles of surplus d.isposal, partieularly the need. to avoid- harmful
interference with normal patterns of prod.uction and" international trad-e and. to
ensure that the use of surplus reserves will result in genuine ad.d.itional
consi:rnption as d.efined. in the pfio nninnin'l oc

Draft resolution ff

The General Assembly_,

Having in mind. the desirability of achieving the objectives set forth rn
resolution Be7 (fX) of the General Assembly and- resolution 5Zt (XXff) of the
Economic and Social Council,

Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with FAO and- other agencies, to
explore the d"esirabitity of setting up a working group to examine the practical
possibilities of implementing the various proposals made in the FAO report (E/2855)
as vell as the varj-ous suggestions mad.e at the twenty-second. session of the Economic

and. Social Council and at the eleventh session of the General Assembly and- to report
to the Council not later than its twenty'fourth session for appropriate action.


