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P~TITION FROM CHI£F V. VUGE (l) CONCERNING 

TH~ CJJ.~ROONS UNDld BRITISH hDMINISTAATION 

Observations of the Administering Authority 

Note by the Secretariat: Th~ following observations were 

communicated to the Secretariat on 3 March 1950 by the 

representative of the United rdngdom of Great Britain and · 

Northern Ireland on the Trustaeship Council. 

1. For many years now the petitioner, who rarucs second in seniority 

among the Bafut Chiefs, has been trying to establish a claim.to precedence 

over the Fon of Bafut as the head of the Bafut. 

-~-
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2. Investigations by administrative officers in 1926 and 1934 into the 

social struc~ura·or the oafut Clan both revaaled that Bafut had unquestionably 

the stronger claim to headship of tha Clan. 

3 • In 1934, the petitioner's attempts to claim pracedence over the Fon of 

Bafut culminated in an unsuccessful !)dtition to His Excellency the Governor. 

In reply, ha was informed, intar alia, that two exhaustive enquiries-by 

two District Offic3rs had provdd tha r~lationship b~tween Babanki and Bafut 

(1) T/Pli:T.4/58 
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and that His Honour the Chi~f Commissioner was s.1tlsfied that tha Chief of 

Bafut had th3 b~ttdr cl.:tlm to precJdenca. 

4. -1/ith r;g.:::.rd to thapeti~ion~r 1 s claim to r0caiva a salaI_'y as paid to tha 

rons of B3.fut and Banse, nt a m<;J~tine of th0 ,.c'.l.tiv;:: r1.uthority of thcl South 

iast~rn Fad~ration (which includas th~ Bafut and Banse ar0as) and of tha 

Financa Corrunitt.3a of tha Ifative i,uthorit:1 , attandad by the District Officar, 

tha subJ::ct of salari~s compl'.rabl-3 wi tli thos:3 _!X'.id to the ions of Bafut 

and Banso was not rais~d. Tha me~ting dacidad that no other snlarias should .. 
be paid_ to Chiafs, but th:i.t M.:mb~rs of th.:: Nativ.3 ,~uthority who ilrnong thair 

oth~r dutids act as Tax Collactors, should b3 p~id sal~rias b~sJd on tb:3 

a.mount of tax collact;d in th3ir raspcctiva ardas, in addition Councillors 

should racaiv~ allowances for att~ndonc3 o.t madtings. 

5. Tha patition.3r's statam~nt tho.t in 1941 h~ r~caivad no pay·for his · 

duti:~s as Nativa Tr3asury r.ayhold~r is rnislt:3ading. ,1.t thnt timd, all the 

Ba.fut Chiafs ward on grn.d:~d salcriiJs; and th~ Chiafs of Bnfut and Babanki, 

drawing highar sal~1i0s th::i.n tha othdrs, rdcaivad no additional rcmunaration 

for thair dutids as .• ~yholddrs. 

6. The p;::titiondr' s gri.::)vancds- e.!JP.::)::l.r to b3 of tha ,<ind which can only ba 

rasolvad within his own community nnd in which no outsidd. authority can 

usJfully int~rf3ra. 




