UNITED NATIONS
Department of Public Information
Press and Publications Division
United Nations, N. Y.

Press Release GA/1365
25 October 1956

ANNOTATED PROVISIONA L AGENDA

ELRVANTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(For use of information media -~ not an official »

42 ¢

ecord)



ANNCTATED PROVISYONAL AGENDA FOR THE ELEVENTH
REGULAR SESSTON Off THYW CGENERAL ASSEMBLY

The General Assecmbly's rules of procedure stipulate that the provisional
ggenda for a regular scssion shall be drawn up by the Secretary-General and
comvnicated to the murbers ¢f the United Netions at leust 60 days before the
opening oi the sessioi.

For the elevonth regular session of the General Assembly, scheduled to
convene a¥ UN Headquarters at 3:00 p.m. on Monday, 12 November, a provisional
agenda containing 66 items was issued on 13 September (Doc. A/3191).

Provisionrl agerda

Accerding tn the ruleg of procedure, the provisional agenda of a reguler
gession shall irclvde: (&) a repcrt by the Sccretary-General on the work of the
organization; (b) rurosots From the nrincinal orzens of the United Nations as
well as subgidiar;y crymas of “he Acsembiy ard certvain specialized agencies;

(e) all items which “le jgs.av.y, at previous cessions, has ordered to be included;
(d) all items 'Pro_pcsed by the cuhcr prinecipal organs of the United Nations; !
(e) all itews proposed Ly any member of the United Nations; (f) all items ‘
: pertaining to the budget for the next firancial year and the report on the accounts’
for the last financial year; (g) all iteme which the Secretary-General deems it
necessary to put before the Assembly; and (h) all items proposed, under the

Charter, by states not members of the United Nations.

Supplementary itcems

A list of five supplsmentary items was issued on 19 October (Doc. A/3205).
‘A rule on supplementary items provides that any member or principal organ of the
United Nations or the Secretary-General may, at least 30 days before the date
;ﬁxed for opening of the regular session, request the inclusion of supplementary
items on the agenda. Thesc items are placed on a supplementary list, which is
communicated to UN members at least 20 days before the date fixed for the opening
of the sesgion.

}(more)



ANNOTATED AGENDA .- 2 - Press Release GA/1365

23 October 1956

Additional items
Another rule allows the inclusion of additional items "of an important and
urgent character," proposed less then 30 days before the opening of a regular

session or during the session, providing the Assembly so decides by a majority of
the members present end voting. Such items mey not be comsidered by the Asscmbly
until a committee has reported upon the question concerned and until & period of
seven days has elapsed after the inclusion of the item (unless the Assembly decides
otherwise by a two-thirds majority).

Items for the Assembly's eleventh session are listed below in the order in
which they appear in the provisional agenda and the supplementary list. This is
not necessarily the order in vwhich they will appeaer on the agenda as adopted by
the Assembly. The notes on each item are given as background information.

" ITEMS ON THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. Opening of the scssion by the Chairmen of the delegation of Chile

The Chairman of the delegation from which the President of the previous

. 6ession was elected presides until the Assembly elects a President for the new

gession. Jose Maza, of Chile, was President of the Tenth Regular Session.

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation

Rule 64 of the Assembly's rules of procedure provides that, "immediately after
the opening of the first plenary meeting and immediately preceding the closing of
the finel plenary meeting of each session of the General Assembly, the President
shall invite the representatives to observe one minute of silence dedicated to
preyer or meditation."

3. Appointment of a Credentials Committee

This Committee consists of nine members eppointed on the proposal of the
temporary President. It examines the credentials of representatives and reports
to the Assembly.

b, Election of the President

The President is elected by secret ballot and by simple majority. There are
no nominations.
Past Presidents of the Assembly ave: Paul-Henri Spark, of Belgium (First

. Regular Session); Oswaldo Aranha, of Brazil (First Special Session and Second

Regular Session); Jose Arce, of Argentina (Second Special Session); Herbert V. Evatt,

| of Australia (Third Regular Session); Carlos P. Romulo, of the Philippines

(more) R
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(Fourth Regular Session); Nasrollah Entezam, of Iran (Fifth Regular Session);

Inis Padille Nervo, of Mexico {Sixth Regular Session); lester B. Pearson, of Canada

(Seventh Reguler Session); Mme. VijJaya Lakehmi Pandit, of India (Eighth Regular

Session); Eelco N. vaen Kleffens, of the letherlands (Ninth Regular Session); and

Jose Maza, of Chile (Tenth Regular Session).

54 Constitution of the main committees and clection of officers

There are six main commlttees, generally known by their numbers: the First
(Political and Security); the Second (Economic and Financilal); the Third (Social,
Humaniterien and Cultural); the Fourth (Trusteeship and Information from Non-Self-
Governing Territories); the Fifth (Adwministrative and Budgetary), and the Sixth
(legal). All 76 United Nations member nations are represented on each of the
pein committees, to which are referred iteme falling within their ficlds of
competence.

The Assembly, acting directly in plenary meetings, deals with items which, :

. for any reason, are not referred to & committee, The main committees discuss
proposals in detell and report to the Assembly with their recommendations. On
these recommendations, the pleuary Assembly takes final action. A two-thirds
majority vote of those present and voting is required in plenary meetings for
resolutions on important questions, but voting in the committees is by simple
mjority, except to reopen discussion on a question, for which a two-thirds majority
ia needed.

Since m2ny agends items are primarily of a political character, the Assembly
has decided, at every session since the Second, to establish an ad hoc Political
(ommittee to share the work of the First Committee. At the Seventh Session it was

3 ggreed that the Chairman of the ad hoc Political Committee should participate with
[ a vote in the proceedings of the General (or Steering) Committee.

Each main committee 1s required to elect a chairman, a vice-chairman, and a
rapporteur. Meeting in turn as each of its main committees, the Assembly itself
elects the chairman of those committees by secret ballot. Candidates may be
rominated from the floor, but voting is not confined to those so nominated. The
other officers are similarly elected, generally at the next meeting of each committee.
Rule 103 of the Rules of Procedure provides that committee officers "shall be elected
on the basis of equitable geographicel distribution, experience, and personal
competence. !

Cheirmen of the main committees and the ad hoc Political Committee do not

| vote, but other members of their respective delegations may vote.

L (more) - |
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6. Election of vice-presidents

The Assembly elects seven vice-presidents by simple majority and secret ballot,
The Presldent of the Assembly, the Vice-Presidents, and the chairmen of the main
cormittees constitute the General Committee. In electing the vice-presidents, the
Assembly pays regard to ensuring the representative character of the General
Committee. Member countries are elected, not individuals. The heads of the
delegations of the countries elected serve as vice-presidents.

7. Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, paragraph 2, of
the CkLarter )

Thls article of the Charter requires the Secretary-General, with the consent
of the Security Council, to notify the Asscmbly at each session of any matters
relative to the maintenance of internationel peace and security which are being
dealt with by the Security Council.

8. Adoption of the apenda

All the items sutmnitted for inclusion in the agende are considered by the
General Committee, whichk reports to the Assembly with its recommendations. The
Asgembly adopts the agenda by a majority of members present and voting.

0. Opening of +thec general devate

At the beginning of each session of the Assembly, there is a general debate
in which the heads of delegations usually express the views of their countries on

problems of common concern to the mcmbership of the United Netions.

10. Report of the Seeretarv-Gineral on th2 work of the Orgenization

The Charter rcquires the Secretory-General to report annually to the Assembly
on the work of the Orgonization as a whole. The report for the period from 16 June
1955 to 15 June 1956 (Doec. A/3137) denls with every acpect of United Nations W
activity under six broad headings -- political ond sccurity questions, developments
in the economic and social field, questions coacerning trusteeship and non-self'«
governing territories, legal questions, development of public understanding, and
administrotive and budgetary questions.

11. Repoxrt of the Security Council

) The report (Doc. A/5157) covers the period from 16 July 1955 to 15 July 1956
end vas adopted by the Security Council at a closed meeting on 6 Scptember. The

Charter requires the Council to submit such annus™ veports, and as in other years,
the report is a summary of resolutions approvac ected and en account of the

o (moe) p
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vroad lines of debate. The practice so far is for the Assembly simply to "take note"
of the report.

~"12. __Report of the Economic and Social Council

The report (Doc.A/3154) covers the period from 6 August 1955 to 9 August 1956,
and comprises 11 chapters, each of which 1s designed to be referred in toto, should
the General Committec of the General Assembly so recommend, to one of the main
comnittees.

Chapter I deals with constitutional and organizational questions; Chapter II
deals with the survey of the world economic situation and international trade and
rayments guestions; Chepter TII is devoted to the ecoucmie development of under-
developed countzics; Chantcer IV drals with regicnal econcmle activities; Chapter V
concerns olher cconcmic mueseinug, including the relicf end rchebilitation of Korea;
Chapter VI decis with cnciol quesitions; Chapter VII deels with humen rights
questions; Cuagrnicyr VI.T Lo concernced with some special economic and social questions;

‘ Chapter IX is priwwily lovoted to a general review of the development and coordina- «
tion of the econciniyc, co~iw’ wnd human rights prozroms of the United Nations as a
whore; Charpter X denls with ﬁ:?n— zovernmental orgaaisations; Chapter XTI sets out the
fincneial implications of tue achicns taken by the Council.

In kis introtuclion o the report, the President of the Council for 1956,
fans Engen (Norvay ) o7 lo%c b ibab during the 12 months undeor review the Council
focussed athenvica ca the eccaruis progress as well as ke major economic problems

of the postwer ucculz., He staces +ruwh ore of the main suesilong discussed was the

(S~

harmful effect cf wiclent flueluzionn in the rrices cf nrivary ccmodities and the

- - L ] . a - " ‘:- .l '!‘ !'_
teed for naticanl oud wreor el totnL ettt e urieg

re

et oo seability in the
rices of thesoe comwe LLies. MO oolgreesr tlas erlatir chsontion than before was

given to proLlans coavumly, vl raucusces aad anfesbotan wation as well as to
1\_‘ 4

problems of cneryw, wuld LAl Lo e sioa OF Dictnaalrs econgvic dcvelopment was

epproached or a sa'e frort. v boecidoss olto b oecses the artuensification of the

d vork of the Techale~l Aurloirace veomidbee.  In reguad vo seclal questions, he

§ wderlines the propw2ss wd.le ¥y ‘ae Urived Mations in Implouenting the program of
Mrectical action in slis calldyd, e cstablishment of advisory services in the field
of humen rights, and the espac-ally thorough review made this year by the Commission
{ on Narcotic Drugs of thu situction on the illieit traffic in narcotics.

? 13, Report of the Trusheerhir Cruncil

«
7 The Council's annual report (Doe. A/3170) on its activities under the inter-
B Wtional trusteeship system covers the period from 25 July 1955 to 14 August 1956.

(more)
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During this period the Council held its 5th speciel session, from 24 October to
14 December 1955; its 17th regular session, from 7 February to 6 April 1956, and
its 18th regular sesgsion, from 7 June to 14 August 1956.

The report describes the Council's annual review of conditions in 10 trust
territories: Tanganyika, Comeroons and Togolend under United Kingdom administration;
Cameroons and Togolend under French administration; Ruanda-Urundi under Belgian
administration; Somaliland under Itelian adminlstration; Western Samoa under
New Zealand administration; Nauru and New Guinea under Australian edministration.
On the eleventh territory, the Pacific Islonds under United States administration,
the Council reports to the Security Council as it is a strategic trust territory.

Other chapters of the report deal with such questions as the examination of
~ petitions; the orgenization of visiting missions to the trust territories in West
Africe and in the Pacific; administretive unions affecting trust territories;.
offers of scholarships for the educational advancement of the people of the trust
territories, and the question of attaimment by the trust territories of the objective
of self-government or independence,

14, Election of threc non-permanent members of the Security Council

The Security Council consists of five permanent members (China, France,
the USSR, the United Kingdom and the United States) and six non~-permanent members
elected by the Assembly for two-year terms,

The terms of Belgium, Iran and Peru expire at the end of 1956. Election is
by two~-thirds majority on a secret ballot. The Charter calls for attention to be
paid to "the contribution of members of the United Nations to the maintenance of
international peace and security and to the other purposes of the Organization, end
also to equitable geographical distribution." Retiribg members are not eligible for
immediate reelection.

The three other non-permancnt members now on the Council which will serve
until the end of 1957 are Australia, Cuba and Yugoslavia.

So far, the following non-permanent members have served on the Council:

Arvgentina (1948-49) Iran (1955-56)
Australia (1946-U7, 1956-57) Lebanon (1953-54)
Belgium (1947-48, 1955-56) Mexioo (1946)
Branil (1946-47, 1951-52, 1954~55)  Netherlands (1946, 1951-52)
Canada (1948-49) New Zealand (1954-55)
Chile (1952-53) Norway (1949-50)
Colombia (1947-48, 1953-54) Pakistan (1952-53)
(more)
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Cuba (12949-50, 1956-57) peru (1955-56)

Denmark (1953-54) FPoland (1946-57)

Ecuador (1550~51) Syria (1947-48)

Egypt (1946, 1949-50) Turkey (1951-52, 1954-55)

Grecece (1952-53) Ukrainian SSR (1948-49)

Indie (1950-51) Yugosiavia (1950-51, 1956-57)

15, Election of six members of the Economic and Social Council

Six of the 18 members of the Economic and Soclal Council retire each year
ofter completing three-year terms of office. Election is by secret ballot, and a
tweethirds majority is reauired. Retiring members are eligible for immcdiate
reelection.

The prescot members of the Counell are Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China,
(zechoslovekie, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Fronce, Greece, Indonesia,

the Netherlande, Norway, Pakistan, the USSR, the United Kingdom, the United States
f aod Yugoslavia.

‘ The six whose terms of office explre at the end of %this year are Czechoslova-
f kla, Ecuador, Hoxway, Pakistan, the USSR and the United Kingdom.

§ 16, Election of two members of the Trusteéship Council

The Trusteeship Council consists of United Nations members administering

§ trust territories, permanent members of the Security Council which d¢ not administer
trust territories, and as many other non-administering countries, elected by the
§ ssembly for three-year terms, as are required to onsure on the Council an egqual
1 mmber of countries which administer trust territories and of those which do not.
f The present members of' the Council are Australia, Belgium, Frence, Italy,
B Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States (sdministering members);

"A':' thina and the USSR (non-administering permenent members of the Sccurity Council),
B Burma, Guatcmala, Haiti, India and Syria. The two members whose terms expire
8 the end of 1956 are Haiti and Indis.

» Elected members of the Council are cligible for immediate reelection when
§ieir terms expire. Election is by secret ballot and by a two-thirds majority.

. Election of a member of the Imternational Court of Justice to £ill the
. vacancy teused by the death of Judge Hsu Mo

The Security Council, at a meeting on 6 September, adopted a resolution which
lbted with regret the death of Judge Hsu Mo, of the International Court of Justice,
g decided thet the election to £ill the vacancy shall teke place during the

Eloventh sessiorn of the Assembly (Doc. A/3185).
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According to the Charter, clections to the Internstional Court of Justice
take place simultaneously in the Security Council and the General Assembly. A
list of candidates nominated by national groups to fill the vecancy can be found
in Doe. A/3198-5/3662.

18. Blection of the members of the International Iaw Commission

The International Law Commission, whose members serve in their individual
capacity, and not as representatives of govermments, was established by the Assembly
in 1947. 1In 1948 the 15 members were elected by the Assembly to three~year terms,
extended in 1950 for two more years. In 1953, the members were elected to three-year
terms, but last year, the Assembly cmended the Statute of the Commission to provide
for five-year terms for members, with effect from the election to be held at this
session.

The Commissionf's terms of reference are to promote the progressive development
of international 1rw and its codification. Present members are: F. V. Garcia Amador
(Cuba), Cheirmen; Jaroslav Zourek (Czechoslovekia), First Vice-Chairman; Douglas L.
Edmonds {Unitdd States), Second Vice~Chairman; J. P. A. Francois (Netherlands),
Rapporteur; Gilberto Amado (Rrazil); Sir Gerald Fitzmaurice (United Kingdom);
Shuhsi Hsu (China); Faris Bey el-Khouri (Syria); S. B. Krylov (USSR); Iuis Padilla
Nervo (Msxico); Radhabinod Pal (India); Carlos Salamanca (Bolivia); A.E.F. Sandstrom
(Sweden); Georges Scelle (France), and Jean Spiropoulos (Greece).

A list of candidates nominated by governments for membership on the Commission
cen be found in Does. A/3155 and Add.1l.

19. Appointment of the members of the Peace Observation Commission

In 1950, under the "Uniting for Peace" resolution, the Assembly established
8 Peace Observation Commission "which could observe and report on the situation in
any area where there exists international tension the continuance of which is likely
to endanger the maintenance of international peace and security."

The terms of the 14 members of the Commission -- China, Czechoslovakia,
France, Honduras, India, Iraq, Israel, New Zealand, Pakistan, Sweden, the USSR,
the United Kingdom, the United States and Uruguay -- expire at the end of 1956
(Doe. A/318K4).
20. Election of a Unibted Nations High Commissioner foi- Refugees to fill the

vacancy caused by the death of Dr. G. J. Van Heuven Geedhart: item
proposed by the Secretary-General

The Secretary-General notes {Doc. A/3171/Rev.l) that the Statute of the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, adopted by the Assembly in

(more) -
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1950, at its Fifth Session, provides for the High Commissioner to be elccted by the
pssembly on the nomination of the Secretary-General. "Such nomination will be made
in due course," the Secretary-General states in his note.
Pending action by the Assembly, the Deputy High Commissioner, James M. Read,

nes been exercising the functions of the office.

21, The Korean question:

(a) Report of the Un:.ted Nations Commission for the Unirication end
Rehabilitation of Korea

The UN Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea was
established by the Assembly on 17 October 1650. It consists of Australia, Chile,
the Netherlands, Pakistan, the Fhilippines, Thailend and Turkey. One of its
functions is to represent the United Nations in helping to establish a unified,
independent and democratic government of all Xorea.

The Commission's report to the Assembly (Doc. A/3172) deals mainly with the
development of representative government in the Republic of Korea and in particular
‘mth elections of national scope, observation of which the Cormission und\.rtook on
ibehalf of the United Nationes; and with the economic progress made, especially
}through internatioral aid., The Commission states that it has been conscious
%f the ifaereasing ability of the Republic 1o stand on its own feet in regard to
its system of government and administration and it feels that the assistance
pssible by the Conmission seven years or so after the establishment of the Republic
s clearly limited."

With regard to the elections observed during the period covered by the report
(7 September 1955 to 24 August 1956), the Commission states that in general they
bed been fairly and freely held.

Reviewing international aid to the Republic of Korea, particularly United
ftates assistance and the "impressive" contribution of the UN Korean Reconstruction
Mency, the Commission declares that "in view of the fundamental role thab the
lhited Netions has played in the establishment and then in the defense of the
fepublic of Korea, the responsibilities for contiuned assistance from the United

letions remain great, the needs still extensive and the continuing challenge one
1t to be ignored." '

In its reference to the Korean question and the Armistice, the Commission
§ bserves that there has been no change in the basie position over the past 12

zmonths, and that it has no responsibility. in the implementation of the Armistice
lereement,

(more)
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Last year, in noting the Commission's report, the Assembly rccalled that
at its ninth session in 1954 it had expressed the hope it would soon be possible
to meke progress towards the achievement by peaceful means of a unified, independent
and democratic Korea under & representative form of govermment and of full restora-
tion of international peace and security in the area. It also noted that Paragraph
62 of the Armistice Agreement of 27 July 1953 provided that the Agreement "shall
vemain in effect until expressly superseded either by mutually acceptable amendments
and additions or by provision in an appropriate agreement for a peaceful settlement
at a political level between both sides."

(b) Problem of ex-prisoners of the Korean war: report of the government
of India N

At its session last year, the Assembly noted that, pending their final
d&sposition, a number of ex-prisoners of the Korean war remained temporarily in
India. It expressed its appreciation to Argentine and Brazil for offering to
resettle as many of the ex~prisoners as opt to settle in the two countries, and
requested member states to assist in bringing about a full solution of the problem.

The Assembly also asked the Indian government to report on the problem to
the eleventh session. The report has not yet been circulated.

22. Regulation, limitation and balanced reduction of all armed forces
and all armaments. Conclusion of en iaternational convention

(treaty) on the reduction of armements and the prohibition of

atomic, hydrogen and other weapons of mass destruction: report
of the Disarmament Commission (resolution 9l4(X) of 16 December 1955

On 16 December 1955, the Assembly approved a resolution which recalled its
resolution of 4 November 1954, adopted unanimously, calling for a further effort
to "reach agreement on comprehensive and coordinated proposals to be embodied in
a draft international disarmament convention..." The resolution expressed the hope
that "efforts to relax international tensions, to promote mutual confidence and to
develop coopergtion among states, such as the Geneva Conference of the Heads of
Government, the Bandung Conference ... will prove effective in promoting world
peace.”

* The resolution further expressed the nced to seek agreement on & comprehensive
disarmament program which would promote international peace and security "with the
least diversion for armaments of the world's human and economic resources." It
welcomed the progress made towards agreement on objectives made during the meetings
in 1955 of the Subcommittee of the Disarmament Commission but noted at the same
time that agreement had not yet been reached on the rights, powers snd functions of

a control system "which is the keystone of any disarmament sgrecment...."
(more ) o
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The resolution urged that states concerned, and particularly those on the
Subcanmittee, should:

(a) continue their endeavors to reach agreement on a comprehensive disarmament
plan in accordance with the goals set out in the Genersl Assembly resolu-
tion of U4 November 195k;

(b) should as initial steps give priority to early agreement on an imple-
mentation of such confidence-bulilding measures as President Eisenhower's
plan for exchanging military blueprints and mutuel aerial inspection and
Marshal Bulgenin's plan for establishing control posts at strategic
centers, and "all such measures of adequately safeguarded disarmament as
arc now feasible."

The resolution also suggested theat account should be teken of the proposals
by the French Premier for exchanging apd publishing information regarding military
expenditures and budgets, by the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom for seeking
praectical experience in the problems of inspection and control and by the government
of Indis on the suspension of experimental explosions of nuclear weapons and an
"ormements truce." It further called for a study by the Subcommittee of the
proposal of the French Premier for the allocation of funds resulting from disarmament
for improving the standards of living throughout the world and, in particular, in the
less developed countries, |

The resolution suggested that the Disarmament Commission reconvene its
Sibcomnittee and that they should both pursue their efforts to attain these
objectives.

The Subcommittee, composed of Canada, France, the USSR, the United Kingdom
)and the United States, resumed its meetings on 19 March 1956 in London and held
18 meetings, completing its work om 4 May. It submitted an interim progress report
(Doc. DO/83) to the Disarmement Commission.

The‘Disarmamen‘a Comnission considered this report in a series of meetings
from 3 to 16 July. On 16 July, by 10 votes in favor, 1 ageinst (USSR) end 1 absten-
tlon (Yugoslavia), the Commission adopted a resolution which considered that a
Joint draft resolution of Canada, France, the United Kingdom and the United States
"sets forth the principles upon which an effective program for the regulation and
Unitation of 2ll arms and armed forces can be based." While welcoming the
irrowing down of differences on certain aspects of the disarmament problem, the
fegolution noted that "major difficulties remain to be solved." It expressed the
tnvietion that a reconciliation of the .opposing views was both possible and
;neéessary. It asked the Subcommittee to study the proposals before the Disormement

':POm‘pission and to report back to the Commission.
: The draft resolution of the four Western powers, and not voted upon by the

-
d lopission, reaffirmed six "basic principles" which, its sponsors said, should guide
i |
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the Subcommittee in its detailed consideration of the problem. .These six principles
are:
(L) the disarmsment program should proczed by stages;

(2) this program should begin, under effective international comtrol,
with sigrnilicant reductions in axmed forces with corresponding
ralUCTiNGS n conventional armaments and military expenditures;

(3) ‘the progren should provide that, at an appropriate stage and under
rroper sefeuards, the build-up of stockpiles and nuclear weapons
would be stopped and all future production of nuclear material
devoted to peaceful uses;

(4) the program should provide for a strong control organization with
inspection rights, including aerial reconnaissance;

(5) the program must also include preliminary demonstrations of
inspection methods on a limited scale;

(6) provision should be made for the suspension of the program if
a major state failed to carry out its obligations or if a threat
to peace under Chapter VII of the UW Charter should occur.

No date has as yet been set for the resumption of the Subcommittee's work.
25. Report of the Director of the United Nations Relief and Works Ageacy

for Paicsoine hofugzees in the Near Last (resolutions 502 (1IV) of
3 Tucearar 1J4G end C1h (X) of 3 December 1955)

last year, the Assembly adopted & resolution directing the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near Ecrst to pursue its
programs for the relief and rehabilitation of the refugees, "bearing in mind the
limitations imposed upon it by the extent of contributions."

Expenditures for relief and self-support projccts in the fiscal year ended
30 June 1956 totaled about $32 million.

The operations of UNRWA are financed bty voluntary contributions by United
Nations members. On the Agenéy‘s rolls are more than 922,000 refugees, scattered
over more than 100,000 square miles in Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan.

The Director of UNRWA, Henry R. Iabouisse, is assisted by an Advisory
Commission consisting of Belgium, Egypt, France, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Turkey,
the United Kingdom and the United States. The report of the Director to the
eleventh session of the Asscmbly has not yet been circulated.
2k, Treatment of people of Indian origin in the Union of South Africa:

reports of the Governments of India and of Pakistan (rusolutlon 919
(X) of 14 Dececmber 1955)

This question has been before the Gencral Assembly since 1946. In 195k, the
Assembly suggested to the governments of India, Pakisten and the Union of South
Africe that they seek a solution of the question by direct negotiations. ILast year,

(more)
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the Acscmbly noted that these negotiations had not been pursued, and urged the
partics concerned to pursuc them. The parties were invited to report as appropriate,
jointly or separately, to the Assembly at its next sesslon. ested

Both Indie (Doc. A/3186) and Pakistan (Doc. A/5188)/1ncluuion of the item in
the agenda so that they can subtmit reports to the Assembly at this session. - Both
countries stated, in their explanstory memorandums, that they had requested the
government of the Union of South Africa to enter into negotiations, but that the
south ATrican government had declined to do sc. "In the meanwhile, the position
of persons of Indian origin in South Africe has further deteriorated," and the
governments of India and Pakisctan felt sure the Assembly would wish to "take further
steps to bring about a peaceful and appropriate golution of this problem."

i %5. Admission of new members to the United Netjons

At the end of its tenth sesesion, the Assembly admitted the following 16 new
merbers to membership in the United Nations, upon recommendation of the Security
founcil: Albanis, Jorde.n, Ireland, Portugal, Hungery, Italy, Austria, Romania.
Mlgerie, Finland, Ceylon, Ne_nal L*bya, Cambod.ha, I20s and Spain, ,

Since then, appllcatlons for membersb:.p have been received from the Sudan,
foroceco and Tunisia (Doecs. A/3117, A/3143 and Add.l, and A/314k4), and the Security
(owncil has unenmously recommended the admission of all three (Does. A/3125,
if3152 and A/3153).

The following applicants have failed to obtain the recommendation of the
Security Counecil: the Mongolian People's Republic, the Republic of Korea, the
kmocratic People's Republic of Korea, Vietnam, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam,
end Japan.

Under Article 4 of the Charter, admission of a state to mombership is effected

| "y & decision of the General Assembly upon the recommendation of the Security

 Couneil, " requiring an affirmative vote of seven members of the Council including
j the concurring votes of the permanent members.

% Programs of technical assistance

(a) Report of the Economic and Social Council

_ The report of the Economic and Social Council (Doc. A/3154) on programs of
technical assistance deals with the activities of the Expanded Program and the UN

g fegular Program of Technical Assistance during 1955, as reviewed by the Technieal

8 bsistance Committee of the Council; the evalustion of the activities of the Expanded
g iogram; end administrative, constitutional and organizetbional questions.

(more)
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Operations during 1955 were on the biggest scale since the Expanded Program
started work in 1950. The year 1955 saw 2,108 experts, recrulted from 69 countries,
at work in the ficld, while 2,431 Fellowships enabled their holders to study abroeg,
in 94 countriee and territories. Througkout 1955, an expenditure of $25.8 million
under the Expanded Program madc it possible for 101 countrics and territories to
rcceive some form of technical assistance.,

The Technical Assistance Board reported that the year 1955 had "witnessed a
striking increase in the genmerel level of the activities carried out," although the
vélume of assistance rendercd through the Board by the United Rations and the seven
participating specialized agencies is still small in relation even to the priority
requirements of the less developed countries,

In its report, the Council recommends approval by the Assembly of certain
amendments to the regulations governing the use of the Expanded Progrem's Working
Capital and Reserve Fund. These emendments were approved by the Council at its
22nd session,

The Council also adopted a resolution on currency utilization. The resolution
urges governments to make their pledges to the Expanded Program, as far as pocsible,
in the form ot, or convertible into, readily usable currencies. It sets out rules
to be ohserved by the Technical Assistance Board and the participating organizations,
to ensure that arrangements for the utilization of contribvutions will not conflict
with the multilateral character of the program.

(b) Confirmation of Allocation of Funds under the Evpanded Program
of Technical Assistance (resolution 831 (IX) of 26 November 1954)

On 26 November 1954, the Assembly confirmed a Council recommendation that the
annual program of technical assistance drawn up by the TAB on the basis of country-
program requests received from governments must be subnitted to the Technical
Assistance Committee for its approval, and to the General Assembly for confirmation. j

Under the terms of this resolution, the Assembly will consider the recommenda- ‘
tilon of TAC that it euthorize the allocation of funds to the participating

orgenizetions to implement the 1957 Expanded Program of Technical Assistance.

27. Economic develoovment of underdeveloped countries

(&) Question of the establishment of a Special United Nations Fund
for Economic Development: Report of the Ad Hoc Committee
(resolution 923 (X) of 9 December 1955

At its last session, the Assembly invited member states of the United Nations
and of the speclalized agencies to submit their views on the establishment, role,
structure and operations of a Special UN Fund for Economic Development (SUNFED). “a

o {more )
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The Assembly further set up en Ad Hoc Committee composed of representatives
of 16 govermments to analyze the replies received and to submit an interim report
to the Econoumic and Social Council at its 22nd session, and to the Assembly at its
eleventh session. A final report was requested for the 23rd secssion of the Couneil,
with the understending that in making such reports the Ad Hoc Committee would not
comnit any government.

In its interim report (Doc. A/3134 and Corr.l), the Ad Hoc Ccumittee states
that an analysis of replies received from 46 governments shows that "there is support
for the proposel to establish a Special Fund..." It goes on to observe that "from
the answers of govermnments....therc emerges a gencral pattsrn of the proposed
Special Fund which brings together the most frequently indicated views on its
various aspects." This pattern the report describes in detail.

At its last session, the Economic and Social Council invited the governments
vhichh had not yet sent in ‘their replies to do so as soon as possible. It looked
forward to the completion of the AQd Hoc Committee's final report and expressed the

~ Lkope that, in the meantime, the Assembly will consider what further cteps may be
t taken to promote the ecarly establishment of the Fund.

(b) International tax problems: Report of the Economic and Social Council
(resolution 825 (IX) o. 1l December 1954 )

At its ninth sessilon, ‘the Assembly reguested the Secrctary-Ceneral, to
continue his studies of taxatica by capital-exporting and capital-importing
countries on income from foreign investments, and to submit his studies to the
Economic and Social Council,

The Sccretary~General submitted to the 22nd session of the Council, a
memorandum ox "Taxation in capital-exporting end capital-imporving countries of
foreign private investment," as well as country studies on Belgium, Mexico, the
Netherlands and the United States. He informed the Council that further studies
vere in preparation on Canada, France, Sweden and the United Kingdom. He noted
thet internatbional double taxation of foreign investuwent had been greatly reduced
through unilatersl measures and the conclusion of some 150 bilateral income tax
agrecments., The major capitel-exporting countries had, to a considerable extent,
reduced or eliminated their tax claims over a large part of their income from
investments abroad. ‘

The Council has transmitied the Secretary-General's memorandum and the
tompleted country studies to the General Assembly.

(more)
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(c) Industrialization of underdeveloped countries: Economic and Social
Council (resolutiors 597 A (RAL) of & May 1950 and 01O (#Xil) of
6 August 1956)

At its 21st session, the Economic and Social Council, discussed two reports
by the Secretary-General: "Survey of Current Work on Industrielization and
Productivity" and "Proposals for a Program of Work on Industrialization and
Productivity." It then proposed that an item entitled "Industrialization of
underdeveloped countries" be placed on the agenda of the eleventh sersion of the
Assembly.

At its 221d session, the Council discussed a report by the Sccretary-Gureral
containing proposals for implementation in 1957 and 1958 of a number of projects
which had been selected for early ection (Doc.E/2895). It recommended +that the
program of work should be exccuted, and that the Assembly should authorize the
necessary credits.

The projects proposed for early implementation fall into the following six
categories: operational characteristics of selected industries; special problems
of small-scele industries; relationship of comnunity development and cooperatives
to the industrialization process; improvement of productive efficiency ard manage-
ment; finasncial and‘fiscal aspects of industrial development; social and demographic
aspects of industrialization.

In his report, the Secretary-General points out that much of the new work
progrem could best be underteken by the use of ad hoc consultants who would serve
either in their individual cepacities or as members of working groups on specifically
defined subjects in the field of industrialization and productivity. In addition,
the UN Department of Economic and Soclal Affairs might be asked to increase its
substantive servicing of the technical assistance activities in these fields. The
totel additional financial requircrents for 1957 come to $100,000.

28. Esteblishment of a world food reserve: Report of the Ecomomic and Sceial
Council (resolution 825 (IX) of 11 December 1954)

At its ninth session, the Assembly requested the Economic and Social Council,
to consider the question of the esteblishment of a world food reserve on the basis
of a report prepaxed by the FAO entitled "Functions of a World Food Reserve - Scopeé
end Limitetions" (Doc. E/2855).

The Assembly outlined four main objectives: +to raise the low level of food
production and consumption and fight chronic malrutrition; to relieve famine end
other emergency situations; to counteract excessive price fluchuations; and to
promote the raticnal disposal of intermittent agricultural surpluses.
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At its 22nd session, the Council, while affirming the objectives set forth
by the Asscubly, noted that it was not practicable to achieve all of them under a
single organization. The Counclil concluded that the basic solution to the problems

lay in rapid and balonced econcmic development, and that under appropriate circum-
 stences, food ri¢serves could usefully contribute towards that develorment, provided
the principlcs established ty the FAO on the disposal of agricultural surpluses

- vere Tollcwed.,

Tne Secrctaory-General was roquested, in consultation with the FAO and other
gppropriate organizations, to submit a report on the possibllity of further national
ection and internetbioral cooperation on the question. This report is to be submitted

‘ ts the Council at its 2hth scssion, ard to the Ascembly at its twelfth session,

|

29, Report of thc Agent General of the United Nations Korean Reconstruction

Agency:  (resoluticn 410 A (V) of 1 December 1950 and Economic and Social
Council xcsolution 61l (XKXI) or 24 April 1956)

The United Netions Korezn Reconstruction Agency (UNKRA) was sct up by the
lssextly on 1 Deccumber 1650 to help the Korean people reclicve the suffering and
rerair the dumage caused by the conflict ir Korea. It is headed by an Agent-General,
It. General John B. Cculter, who is assisted by an Advisory Committee consisting of
(aade, India, the United Kingdom, the United States and Uruguay. Funds for UNKRA's
cperations come frcem voluntary comtributions by governments, non-members as well as
rembers of the Uaited Rations.

In this year's report (Doc. A/3195), the Agent General states that since its
Inception UNKRA has provided materials or technical assistance for projects at
4,235 sites, and activities have been concluded at 3,249 locations. The cumulative
¢ffects of international aid to Korea, including the UNKRA projects, "are now
svident, " the rcport states. Coupled with the efforts of the Koreon government
tnd people, "they have resulted in a greater degree of relative cconomic stability
ot present then at any bime since 1951."

The report calls special attention to thie past yeer's progress in industrial
ojects including new cement end glass plunts, expanded peper p::'oduc’cion facilities,
&d new or rechebilitated cotton, wodlen and silk mills. With other UNKRA aid, more
than 6,000 new housing units had been completed by 30 June 1956, 2,700 new classrooms
tonstructed and 1,000 others repaired, some 1,400 fishing beats built or repaired,
fd 111 irrigation projects finished. Work on one of UNKRA's largest projects =~
8 Hational Medical Center aided by three Scandinavian govermments -- began in 1956.

The Agent General reports that it appears likely that approxinmately
$146,000,000 will be the limit of funds evailable to the Agency. Nuch of UNKRA's
@s expected to be ccmpleted Ly the end of 1956, and the mojority of the remaining

‘ 4 . .. ”
ects in 1957.
v 1957 (rore)
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Last egpring the Economic and Social Council recommended to the Assembly that
the Agent General's annusl report no longer placed on the Council's agends, since
the time-table by which this report is issued cach year for the Assembly makcs
impractical an effective review of UNKRA's work by the Council.

30. Report of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (resolutions 428 (V)
of 1k Tecember 1950 and Y25 (X) OF &5 0oGober 1955

The report of the late UN High Commissioner, Dr. G. J. van Heuven Goedhart,
covers the work of his Office from May 1955 to May 1956 (Doc. A/3123/Rev.l).

Thne Assembly will also consider two addenda to the report: the first deals
exclusively with the effcet of the short-fall in governmental contributions to the
UN Refugec Fund (UNREF); the sccond gives an account of the wvisi% by the Iate Eigh
Commissioner to Iatin America last spring and of the situation of the refugees under
his monduate who have sett led in Iatin American courtries,

The UN Refugee Fund, established as a result of an Assembly declsion in 195k,
is financing a four-ycar program to help refugees vho are livipg in camps or who ‘
have not yet been permanently established in thelr country of csylum, The finenciel
target for the period 1955-1958 has been set at $16,000,000, to be brought together
by voluntary contributions from governmsnts and private sources

The addendum (Doc. 4/3123/Add.1) to the High Commissioner's report stetes thab
on the assumption that governments would contribute to the Fund in edch of the years
1957 end 1958 epproximately %2,500,000, the amount pledged for 1956, the total
short-fall in governmental contributions could be expected to be approximately
$5,800,000 or 36.3 per cent of the total target of $16 million. Ae a result, the
report says, 'there are likely to be at the end of 1958 approximately 147,000
non-settled refugees within the mandate of the UNECR, including 23,000 reifugees
still living in camps, £or whom it will not be possible to finance permanent
solutions."

After discussing the problem at its 22nd seession, the Ecoaomic and Social
Council urged governments to do everything in their power to support the work on
behalf of refugees in the spirit in which it had been carried forward by the lete
High Commissioner and, as a tribute to his memory, to bring it to a successful
conclusion.

31. Draft Convention on Frecdom of Information: Report of the Economic and
Social Council (resolution O40 (IX) of 17 December 1954 and Econcmic and
Social Council (resolution 574 C (XIX) of 206 May 1955

When the Assembly takes up the question of approving an international
convention on freedom of information, it will have before it a recommendation of the §
Economic and Social Couneil that consideration of the matter be deferred until 1957'1

(more)
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At issue is a draft convention which was originally prepared by e UN conference
in Geneva in 1948 and revised in 1951 by en ad hoc committee of thc General Assemtly.
me revised text consists of a preamble and 19 articles.

In & resolution adopted last spring, the Council noted with regret that
repected discuscions on the draft convention in various UN orgens "have failed to
produce cgreement on & formula which would describe permissible limitations on
freefom of iInforwation.” The Council stated that "in the absence of a wide weasure
 ggreamant or the basic problems involved, an jnterpetionel convention vould te
wlilely te pvove an offuective ingtrument,'" The Council then concluded that
"furtbar action et this stage on the dralt convention on freedom of informatlca woulgd
te wnprofituble." and recommended thet the Asscmtly “comsider the draft convention
et ive twelfth session in the hope thet conditions will be more favorable at that
time, "

A note by the Secrectary-General (Doc. A/.';"lSO) indicates the various documente
ind resolutions concerning the history of the draft convention on freedom of
ieformation.

2, Draft internaticnal covenants on human rights (decision of the General
Assembly of 14 Deccmber 1955)

The -draft covenonts or humen rights -~ one on civil end political rights; the
sther on economic, soeial and cultural rights -- were prepared over a period of
#veral years by the Commission on Humen Rights, which completed its work on the

‘wis in 1954, The two covenants, which include a %otal of 83 draft articles, deal
wth virtually every aspect of the individvalis 1ife in society.

In 1954, the Assembly's Third Comnittee deveited 30 meetings to a genercl
hete on the covenants. ILast year, 1% wag the intentlon of the Committee to
scuss the covencnts, arviele by article, "with a view to their adoption at the
wrlisst possible dete." Although 45 meetings were devoted to tbe discussion o7
the item, the Committue was evle to adopt only the preambles to the covencnts and
e fivet ardicle, identicnl ifa both instrumernis. .

Tuis artizle deals woth the rigab of pecpies and neticons to self-devermimation
ud its inclusion and contents have been for years ome of the mujor political
Wntroversies surrounding the draft covenants. A4f*er several weeks of debate, the
bmittee approved, by a vote of 33 to 12 with 13 abstentions, a text for the article
Mesented by a special working group. The Assembly took note of the Committee's
%port and declded to continue its consideration of the draft covenants at its
teventh session.

(more)
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The text of the draft covenants can be found in Document E/2573; an annotation
of each article, prepared by the Secretary-General, is contained in Document A/2926;
and a2 compllation of emendments and additional articles proposed by the various
delegations will be found in Documents A/C.3/L.460 and Corr.l. A note Dby the
Secretary-CGeneral concerning this agenda item has also been distributed as Document
A/5149,
33, Recommendations concerning internationel respect for the right of peoples

and nations to self-determination (decisiocn of the General Assembly of
14 December 1955}

This item was on the agenda of the Assembly's Third Committee last year but
its discussion was postponed because of lack of time. It relates to three proposals
for the establishment of new UN organs to deal with the right to self-determination.

The Commission on Humen Rights has recommended‘that the Assambly establish
two commissions: one to conduct a full survey of the status of the right of peoples
and nations to "permanent sovereignty over their natural wealth and resources;
the other to examine alleged denials of the right to self-determination 1f any 10
member states so reqguest., Furthermore, this commission would provide its good
offices for the peaceful rectification of any situation it was required to examine,
and if within six months the parties concernmed could not be setisfied, the commiseion
would report the facts and make recommendation to the Assembly.

The Economic and Social Council, in transmitting the two proposals to the
Assembly, hes submitted e third proposal which would have the Assembly establish e
commission of five persous appointed by the Secretary-Gemeral to conduct a thorough
study of the concept of self-determination.

In a statement to the'Third Committee last year, the Secretary-General
expressed certain doubts regarding all three proposals. He envisaged the establish-
ment of a committee composed of government representatives which would attempt to
reach agreement on basic principles. Once agreement had been reached, these
principles might, he thought, be applied by the United Nations ingthe solution of
specific problems. _

A note by the Secretary-General (Doc. A/3148) lists the documentation on this
item.

34, Draft Convention on the Nationality of Married Women (decision of
the Ceneral Assembly of 14 December 1955)

At its last session, the Assembly received a draft Convention on the Nationall
4ty of Married Women which had been prepared by the UN Commission on the Status of

Women. The purpose of the Convention is to prevent women who marry or livorce & :
(morc) id
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men of enother nationality frem finding themeselves stateless, alieuns in their own
country, or having two nationalities,

The Assembly's Third Committee approved the preamble and the three substantive
articles of the Convention. These provide that meither marriage nor divorce shall
sutcmatically affect the nationality of the wife and that a change of nationality
by the husband during marriage should not prevent the wife from rectaining her
pationality. Moreover, a wife would be permitted to acquire her husband's

nationality through special naturalization procedures, if she wished, subject to

limitations "in the interests of national security or public policy." At the same
time, the situation would not be altered in countries where an alien wife may, as a
metter of right, acquire her husband's nationality.

Last year, the Third Committee referred the formal clauses of the draf?t
Convention to the Legal Committee, which, in turn, asked for a more precise formule--
tion of the request. As the session was near adjournment no further actvion was
teken, and the Assembly merely took note of the work done and placcd the draft
onvention on the agenda of the eleventh session.

35. Information from None-Self-Governing Territories transmitted under Article

7% ¢ of the Charter: Reports Of the Sceretary-General and of the Committee
on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories

(2) Information on educational conditions

Under Article 73 e of the Charter, member states administering non-self-
governing territories transmit annually to the Secretary-General statistical and
other information of a technical nature relating to economic, social and educational
conditions in the *territories under their charge. This applies to territories
which have not been placed under trusteeship. Summaries and analyses of the
information prepared by the Secretary-General are examined each year by the
Assembly's Committee on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories.

At its seventh session held last spring, the Committee began its third round
of discussions of economic, social and educational conditions in-the territories.
Bach year, it gives special attention to one of these subjects. This year's report
(Doc. A/3127) to the Assembly is concerned with education. It covers such aspects
&8 general developments, vocational and technical training, primary and secondary
education, teacher training, local participation in development of education and
race relations. The report also refers to a 1955 Assembly resolution inviting
UN members to extend offers of facilities for study and training to inhabitants of
the territofies.

(more)
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On this latter subject, the Assembly will consider a further report
(Doc. A/3165 and addendum) by the Secretary-Genersl conteining details of the offera
mede and the extent to which they have been accepted.

(b) Information on other conditions

In addition to devoting speciasl attention to education, the Committee at its
seventh session also considered social and economic conditions in the non-self-
governing territories.

(c) General questions relating to the transmission apd exaemination
of information o

In 1946, the General Assembly listed 74 territories on which the governments
concerned declared their intent to tranemit information under Article T3 e of the
Charter. Since then, a number of these territories have attained independence or
full self-government so that the transmission of information has ceased. In such
cases, administering members ore reguested to inform the Assembly of the territory's
new status. The Assembly not only considers such communications; it also examines
the procedure for dealing with cases of the ccssation of trancmission of information.

With respect to the 16 new members admitted to the United Nations in 1955,
the Secretary-Gencral, by letter dated 24 February 1956, requasted each of them to
indicate vhether they hed under their administration territories which fell within
the scope of Article 73 e.

Questions relating to these and other matters having to do with the transmission
* of information under Article T3 e, such as datc of receipt of information, method
of transmission and ways of summarizing, analyzing and examining the inlormation,
may be raised and considered under this item.

36, Progress achieved by the non-self-governing territories in pursuance

of Chupter XI of the Charter: Report of the Sccretary-Generil
(resolution 932 (X) of 8 November 1955)

last year the Assembly expressed the opinion that an exemination of the
progress achieved in the non-self-governing territories since the establishment
of the United Nations "would be highly desirable and should make it possible to
ascertain the extent to which the peoples of the non-self-governing territorics
aere advancing towards the attainment of the goals set in Chapter XI of the Charter.”
The Assembly asked the Secretary-General, after consultation with the agencies
concerned, to submit to the eleventh Assembly "a report on the main points that
mlight be useful in such an exomination."

(more)
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The Secretary-General has prepered a report (Doc. A/3196) containing sug-
gestions, not only on e synopsis of the proposed review, which would cover advances
* pade during the period 1946 to 1956 in the econmomic, social and educational fields,
but such relaiged matters as the genesral nature of the review, various alternative
methods which could be followed in preparing it and the financial implications
involvedy The report suggests that the review might be planned for submission

in 1959 »

37 Election to fill vacancies in the membership of the Committeec on
Information from lon-Self~Governing herritories (resoiution 955(X) of
8 November 1955)

The Committee on Information, which examines the summaries and analyses pre-
pared by the Secretary-General of the information furnished on non-self-governing
" territories under Article 73 e of the Charter, 1s composed of members transmitting
information and an equal nuwber of non-administering members elected by the Fourth ~
Cormittee on behalf of the Assembly,

At present, the committee cowprises Australia, Belgium, France, the Nether-
lands, New Zealand, the United Kingdow and the United States (administering
-members ), and Burma, China, Guatemala, India, Iraq, Peru and Venezuela {non-
- administering members).

The terms of Burma end Guatemsla expire in 1956 and elections will be held
o £111 these vacancies, |
38+ Question of South West Africa: report of the Coumittee on South West

Africa (resolution 749 A (VII) of 28 November 1G53 and 94l (X) of
3 December 1iG55)

e

| In 1953, the Assembly established a scven~member committee to examine, within
the acope of the former League of Nations Mendates System, annual reports and
betitions on conditions in South West Africai. It invited the Union of South Africa,
Which was given the mandate for the territory by the League, to submit annual
| reports on its sdministration of the te?ritory and to cooperate with the Committee
'f_ ;n exgmining the report. However, 1f no report wus furnished by South Africa, the
(‘.cmmittee wag asked to examine available information on conditions in the territory.
_ South Africa has tonsistently maintained that the mandate has lapsed and, with
"', the demise of the League , 1t recognized no other international obligations in
tespect to its administration of South West Africa. The International Court of
fustice , however, held in its 1950 advisory opinion that the Union continued to
;MVE international obligations, including the submlssion of ennual reports and
E' (wmore)
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petitions to the United Nations. Negotlations between an Assembly committee and
South Africa toward ilmplementing the Court's opinion extended over several years
but no agreement was reached. South West Africa is the only remaining mandate which
has not attained independence or been placed under UN trusteeship.

Since its establishment, the Comwittee has submitted two reports to the
Assembly on South Africa's administration of the territory. Its third report
(Doc, A/§l§l), as with its two preceding ones, was also based on information
compiled by the Secretariat. In each of the two earlier instances, the Assembly
reneved an invitation to South Africa to submit amnual reports and to cooperate
with the Committee.

In its latest report, the Coumittee voices not only "grave concern" over
exlsting conditions in South West Africa, but "profound misglvings" as to the
future, Characterizinrg the situation as one wkich "is nelther in conformity with
the principles of the NMandates System nor with the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights," the Committec cursidzrs that it "requires close reexamination" by the
Assembly, It also deplores South Africa's continued rzfusal to cooperate.

Members of the Committee are Brasil, Mexico, Pakistan, Syria, Thailand, the
United States and Uruguay.

59, Admigsibility of hesrinzs of petitioncrs by the Committze on South

West Atwrice: wdvicory opinlon of the Internatlonul Courst of Justice
{resoivting b (X) of 3 beccpher 195%)

In an advisosy opinion given on 1 June 1956, the International Court of
Justice fournd it admissible for the Assenmbly's Committee on South West Africa to
grant oral hearinszs to petitioners on wmatters relating to that territory.

The last Acsembly had asked the Court whather the granting of such hearings
would be consistent with the Court's advisory opinion of 1l July 1950, and the
Court, in 1ts furlher opinion, answered this question in the affirmative.

In 1950, the Court found that the Union of South Africa, which was given
the mandate for South West Africa by the former League of Nations, continued to
have international obligations in reepect to the territory, including the obliga-
tion to forward petitions to the United Nations. '

The Committee on South West Africa, established in 1953 on the basis of the
Court's 1950 opinion, was charged with examining reports and petitions relating
to South West Africa under a procedure which was to follow as far as possible
practice applied by the former League in respect to mandated territories., Since
the corresponding body of the League never officlally held anyoral hearings,

although informal hearings with individual members were given on a number of
(more)
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occasions, the Committee asked the Assembly to dedide whether or not the oral
hearings of petitioners was admissible.

40, The Togoland unification problem and the future of the trust territory

of Togoland under British administration: reports of the United
Nations Plebiscite Commisgioner and of the Trusteeship Council .
(resolution Qhl (X) of 15 December 1955)

The future status of British Togoland, a UN trust territory in west Africa,
vill be determined by the Assembly in consultation with the United Kingdom which
sdninisters the territory, This follows a plebiscite held in the territory on
9 May 1956, in accordance with a decision of the last Assembly, when the people
voted on their countryt!s future,

The plebiscite carried out under United Nations mupervision is the first
ever held in & trust territory., It was held in "an atmosphere of absolute freedom,
impartiality and fairness," according to the report (Doc. T/1258) and Add.l) of the .
U¥ Plebiscite Commissioner, Eduardo Esplnosa y Prieto of Mexico. The issue facing
the electorate was whether they wished to be united with an independent Gold Coast,
or to separate from that territory emnd remain under trustgeship pending ultimate
determination of its political future,
‘ For over 35 years, British Togolaend, an area of 13,000 square miles with a
population of 423,000, has been administered as an integral part of the neighboring
Gold Coast, a British colony, In 1954, the United Kingdom informed the United
Natlons that the Gold Coast was rapidly moving toward independence , and when it
attained independence, the United Kingdom would no longer be able to administer
Togolend in the same manner as before. It invited the Assembly to consider the
Westion. Acting on the recommendation of a UN visiting mission, the Assembly
feeided in 1955 that a plebiscite be held in British Togoland to ascertain the
vishes of the population on their future.

When the Trusteeship Council examined the question last summer, it considered,
tn the basie of the report of the UN Plebiscite Commissioner, that the majority of
the people of British Togoland had expressed themselves at the plebiscite in favor
of union of the territory with an independent Gold Coast, and not for separation

4
-

ind continued trusteeship, The Council accordingly recommended that the trusteeship
‘greement for the territory should be terminated, effective upon the attainment of
lndependence by the Gold Coast.

The United Kingdom has stated that the Gold Coast is scheduled to attain its
“IMependence in early 1957.

(more)
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When the Assembly takes up this question, it will have before it not only the
report of the UN Plebiscite Commissioner on the conduct and results of the plebige
cite, but also the recommendation of the Trusteeship Council which was approved by
13 votes to none, with one (Guatemala) abstention,
41, Question of the frontier between the trust territory of Somalilland

under Italian administration and Ethiopia: reports of the governments
of Ethiopia and Italy (resolution 947 (X) of 15 December 1955)

Last year the Assembly recalled its 1950 recommendation thet the portion of
the boundary between the trust territory of Somaliland and Ethiopia, not already
delimited by international agreement, be delimited by bilateral negotiations
between the Ethiopian government and the administering authority. It also recalled
its 1954 recommendation urging the two governments to achieve a final settlement
of the frontier question by direct negotiations.

Considering "the progress made in the discussions between the governments of
the two countries since July 1955," and "mindful of the patent urgency" of arriving
at a solution "as soon as possible," the Assembly recommended "that the governments
of Italy and Ethiopia expedite their current direct negotiations so that the frone
tier question may be settled as soon as possible."”

The Assembly further requested the two governments to report on the progress

of these direct negotiations to the eleventh session.
\

42, TFinancial revorts and accoun%s, and reports of the Board of Audiltors:

(a) United Nations, for the financial year ended 31 December 1955

The report (Doc. A/3124) shows that obligations incurred for 1955 amounted
to $50,089,808 compared with total appropriations of $50,228,000, At the end of
~ the year there was an unobligated balance of $138,192. Receipts from miscellaneous
income exceeded the anticipated amounts by $365,051. Thus, total income credited
for the financial year represented by members' contributions and wiscellaneous
income, $50,593,051, exceeded the total of obligations incurred by $503,243.

(b) United Nations Children's Fund, for the financial year ended
31 Decembexr 1955

The financial report on UNICEF.(Doc. A/5l65) shows that the principal of the
Fund on 31 December 1955 amounted to $31,580;320, representing a net increase of
$3,353,663 in the level of the Fund during the year.

(more)
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(c) United Nations Relief and Vorks Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near Eest, for the financial year ended 30 June 1956

The report has not yet been circulated.

(d) United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency, for the financial year
ended 50 June 1956

The report has not yet been circulated.

(e) United Natlons Refugee Fund, for the financial year ended 31 December 1955

The report (Doc. A/316%4) shows that as of 31 December 1955 the surplus in the
Fund amounted to $278,278. Expenditures during the year amounted to $2,686,219.

43, Supplementary estimates for ‘the financial year 1956

A report on supplementary expenses not included in the regular budget
sppropriations for 1956 will be submitted by the Secretary-General in the course
of the Assembly session. ‘

kb, Budpget Estimntes for the financial year 1957

The estimated gross budget (Doec. A/5126) prepared by the Secretary-General
totals $48,250,700. Income is estimated at $2,146,0060, leaving a net budget of
$46,104,640., The 1957 estimate is $515,650 less than the approved appropriations
for 1956 totaling (having & net total of) $U5,515,550.

The Secretary-General's estimates have been reviewed by the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions which has submitted a report
(Doc, A/3160) recommending an over-all reduction of $354,600 below the figure
proposed by the Secretery-General.

15. Appointments to fill vacancies in the membership of subsidiary bodies of
the (General Assembly:

(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

Three of the nine members of this Committce retire each year (Doc. A/315l).
Members whose terms of office expire at the end of 1956 are Rafik Asha (Syria),
André Ganem (France) and T.J. Natarejan (India).

(b) Committee on Contributions

This 1s a 1lO-member Committee whose members also retire by rotation and are
eligible for reappointment (Doe. A/3132). Meubers whose terms of office expire
at the end of 1956 are Klaass Bédk (Sweden), Arthur H. Clough (United Kingdom) and
Obtolmy Strauch (Brezil). (more)
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(¢) Board of Auditors
The Board consists of three members (Doc. A/3133). At each regular session,

the Assembly appoints an auditor to take office from 1 July of the following year
for a three-year term, The election this year will be to £ill the vacancy caused
by the expiration of the term of office of the Auditor-General of Colombia,

(a) Investments Committee: confirmation of the appointment made by the
Secretary-General

The Investments Committee consists of threec members appointed by the Secretary.
General after consultation with the Advisory Committee on Adwinistrative and
Budgetary Questions., The appointment is subject to the approval of the Assembly,
The vacancy caused by the expiration of the three~year term of Jacques Rueff,
Honorary Vice Governor of the Bank of France, ig to be filled,

(e) United Nations Administrative Tribunal

The Tribunal is composed of seven members uppointed by the Asseuwbly for
three~year terms (Doc. A/3135), Those members vhose terms of office expire at the
end of lgiggare Lord Crook (United Kingdom), and Jacob Mark Lashly (United States),
It will/be necessary to appoint one member to serve for the unexpired portion of

Victor M. Pérez-Perozo's (Venezuela) term of office due to expire at the end of
1957. Mr, Pérez-Perozo submitted his resignation on 15 February 1956,

46, Report of the Negotiating Committee for Extra-Budgetary Funds
Certain of the activites of the UN and the specialized agencies are financed

by voluntary contributions of member governments, Such activities, not provided for
in the regular budgets of the UN or the agencies, include the Expanded Program of
Technical Assistance, the United Nations Children's Fund, the UN Refugee Fund and
the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestline Refugees in the Near East.

To assist in obtaining funds for these prograws, the Assembly during its tenth
session again requested the President to appoint a Negotiating Committee for Extra-
Budgetary Funds to serve untll the close of the eleventh Assembly session, The
President accordingly appointed a committee composed of Argentina, Australia,
Caneda, Chile, France, Lebanon, Pakistan, the United Kingdom and the United States.

The Committee's report to the Assembly (Doc, A/3194) recommends a new and
simplified procedure for obtaining funds to support these voluntary progréms. The
new procedure would call for pledges to the programs during Assembly sessions, thus
enabling the Assembiy to consider the reports of the respective activities "in the
light of more realistic information as to the possible level of cont?ibutions for

the ensuing year.," (wore)
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The report gives the followlng statement of pledges as at 15 September 1956:

Pledges Payments

fxpanded Program of Technilcal Assistance 29,493,258 21,505,316

for 1956
IV Children's Fund for 1956 16,401,145 8,531,751
W Refugee Fund for 1956 2,946,592 1,184,128
W Relief and Works Agency

for 1955 - 1956 23,366,347 23,077,764

for 1956 - 1957 (18-month period) 19,772,380 2,069,2U5

¥, Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the Uhited
Nations: report of the Committee on Contributions (resolution 576 R
of 4 December 195%)

The costs of the United Nations are borne by all member states: It is the
responsibility of the Assewbly to determine, on the basis of a report from its
lozmittee on Contributions, the scale of assessments -- expressed in percentages
of the total cast ~- for all the menmbers,

The report of the Committee on Contributions (Doc. A/3121) contains a recom-
zended nev scale of assessments for the apportionment of United Nations expenses

among all 76 member countries, The revised scale, expressed on a percentage basis,

incorporates assessments for the 16 states admitted to UN membership in December
1955 and would be applied for the years 1956, 1957 and 1958, It gives full effect

to the "per capita" ceiling; that is, that the per capita contribution of no single

member country should exceed that of the country tearing the highest assessment.

'8, United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund: annual report of the United Natiohsﬁ

Joint Staff Pension Board

A report on the seventh session of the Joint Staff Pension Buard is contained

in Doc, A/3lh6. The financial statement for the year ended 30 September 1955 shows

{8t the principal of the Fund increased from $43,449,512 to $51,740,712 during

e year, Active membership at the same date was 9,001,

, Participants from the UN and six specialized agencies showed an increase of
\émut 500 from 8,513. The report contains a recommendation to the Joint Staff
lemion Board for a brief amendment to Apticle IIX of the Regulations of the Fund,

A@u Audit reports relating to expenditure by specialized agencies of technical
assistance funds allocated from the Special Account (Lesalution 519 A (VI)
of 12 January 1952)

In 1952 the Assembly approved financlal arrangements for the allocation of

imnag contributed by governments for the Bxpinded Program of Technical Assistance,
o __{more

.
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Under these arrangements $10,000,000 of contributions received for the second
financial period were allocated on an agreed basis to the various particlpating
orgenizations. The balance was placed in a Special Account for allocation by the
Technical Assistance Board.

The audit reports called for under this item relate to expenditure by special-
ized agencies of funds from the Special Account.
50, Administrative and budgetary coordination between the United Nations and

the specilalized agencies: Reports of the Secretary-General and of the
Advisory Comittee on Aduinistrative and Budgetary Questions

A separate report on the 1957 administrative budgets of eight specialized
agencies will be submitted by the Advisory Commititee during the Assembly session.

In its second report to the eleventh scssion (Doc. A/3160) the Committec
states that the total of the appropriations, as approved or proposed, amounts to
$42,166,948 making, with the figure submitted by the Secretary-General, an aggregate
of $90,417,648 which the member states of the eight specialized agencies and the
United Nations will be called upon to appropriate for 1957.

51. Registration and publication of treaties and international sgreements:
Report of the sccretory-General (resolution 966 (X) of 5 becember 1955 )

The report (Doc. A/3168) is o continuation of the study of possible measures
to effect econony and reduce delay in publication of treaties and international
agreements submitted Ly the Secretary-General to the Assembly at its ‘tenth session
(Doe. A/2971).

52, United Nations salary, allowance and benefits systum: Report of the Review
Committee (resolution 975 (X) of 15 December 1955)

The ll-member committee established by the last Assembly to review the salary,
allowance and benefits system of the UN and the specialized agencies, will submit
its report during ‘the eleventh session,

53, Syster: of travel and subsistence allowances to members of organs of the
United Nations (resolution 875 (IX) of L December 1954)

The pdvisory Committee's report (Doc. A/3161) deals solely "with matters
relating to travel and subsistence expenses, to the exolusion .of the question of
honorarie or remuneration to rapporteurs or other members of UN bodies."

It recommends thet "as no new c1rcumstan@es have arisen to warrant a change
of position...as from 1 January 1957, vates of allowances, to be determined by
‘the Assembly, should be applied uniformly to all eligible bodies, including the
Internationsl Iaw Commission."

.. {more)
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5l Report of the Irmteruational Iaw Commicesion on the work of ite eighth scssion

(a) Final report on the regimc of the high seas, the regime of the
territorial sea and related problems (resolution 899 (IX) of
14 December 1954)

In 1949, the Assembly asked the International Law Commission to study
sisultaneously the regime of the high seas and the regime of territorial waters.
Tien in 1953, considering that problems relating to the high seas, territorial waters,
cntiguous zomes, the continental shelf and the superjacent waters are closely
linked, the Assembly decided not to deal with any aspect of the regime of the high
seas or of the regime of territorisl waters until all problems involved hed been
studled by the Commission.

At its ninth session, the Assembly requestod the Commission to coumplete 1ts
york on the regime of the high seas, the regime of territorial waters and related
problems end to submit its final report to its eleventh session.

In its final report (Doc. A/3159), the Commission has grouped together all
fte rules it has adopted concerning the high seas, the territorial sea, the
wntinental shelf, the contiguous zone and the conservation of the living resources .
i the sea. Each erticle is accompenied by a commentary.

The Commission recommends that the Aseembly should summon an internetional
conferencé of plenipotentiaries to examine the law of the sea, taking into account
wt ouly the legal but also the technical, biological, economic and political aspects
f the problem, and to embody the results of its work in ome or nore international
toventions or such other instruments as it may deem appropriate.

(b) Questicn of amending article 11 of the Statute of the International

W OO LIMLGE on reluting to the filling of casual vucancies in the
LCMDCLSHLD OF THe Commiss8ion (rosoluvion 986 (X) 5 Dacember 1955)

At its tenth scesion the Assembly asked the International ILaw Commission to
tpregss its opinion on the amendment of Article 11 of the Commission's Statute
tlating o the filling of casual vacancies in membership.

The Commission considered a proposal that casual vacancies‘should be filled
' the Assenbly instead of by the Commission itself as has besn the case under the
Mesent wording of Article 1l. But it decided not to mdopt the proposel for the
¥ason, that since the Assembly meets shortly after the session of the Commission,
;the £111ing of such vacancies by the Assembly would be delsyed, causing the

lmission to work for at least one session with the vacancy unfilled.

(more) -
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(c¢) Other matters

These matters, which are covered in Chapter IV of the Commission's report,
include such questions as publication of the documents of the Commission,
cooperation with inter-American vodies, the date and place of the next session.

55. Question of defining aggression: Report of the Special Committee
(resolution 695 (IX) of 4 December 195L)

The question of defining aggreésion arose in the Assembly in 1950, and the
subject was referred to the Internatiocnal Law Commission for further study.

In 1951, the Commission declded that it was undesirable to defiqe aggression
by a detailed enumeration of aggressive acts since no enumeration would be exhaustive,
A proposed genereal definition in abstract terms was alsc rejected by the Commission,
However, the Commission decided to embody a general, but not exhaustive, definition
of aggression in the draft Code of Offence Against the Peace and Securilty of Mankind
vhich it had been asked to prepare for the Assembly,

After extensive discussions in its Legal Committee, the Assembly in 1952
set up a Special Committee of 15 members to prepare draft definitions of aggression
or draft statements on the notion of aggression. That Committee met in 1953 but
did not reach any substantive decisions.

In i95h, the Assenbly established a second Special Committee of 19 members tc
prepare a draft definition of aggression. The members are China, Czechoslovakia,
the Dominican Republic, France, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, the Netherlands, Norway,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Syria, the USSR, the United Kingdom,
the United States and Yugoslavia.

The new Special Committee began a four-week session at Headquarters on
8 Qctober 1956,

56. Draft code of offences against the peace and security of mankind
(resolution 897 (IX) of 4 December 1954)

In 1954, the Assembly considered that the draft code of offences against the
peace and security of mankind, as formulated by the International Law Commission,
raised problems closely related to that of the definition of aggression. It decided,
therefore, to postpone further examination of the draft code until the Special
Committee on the Question of Defining Aggression had submitted its report. This
- report (see item 55) is expected to be before the Assembly at its forthcoming

session.

(more)
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fMe fivewarticle draft code lists such offences as acts or threats of

sgeression, preparation for the use of armed force against enother country;
encouragement of activities calculasted to foment civil strife or terrorist activiiies
L in another country; crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, and violation of

¥ the lows or customs of war,

The code places full responsibility upon the individusl who commits en

offence. One of its articles reads: "The fact thet a person acted as head of state
¢ or as a responsible government officiel does not relieve him from responsibility

for comitting eny of the offences defined in this code."

57. Internationcl eriminal jurisdiction (resolution 898 (IX) of 1k December 1954)

The establishment of an international court to try persons accused of crimes

under internetional law has been widely discussed since the end of the first world
var. After the second world war, the establishment of the Nuremburg ard Tokyo

j Tribunals was considered in meny quarters as a step towards that goal. The criti-
cism was raised, however, that the establishment of special courts, whose terms of
| rcference were determined only after the comnission of the acts they were to try,
,;z pight be interpreted as an arbitrery exercise of justice by victorious powers. |

Taking this point into consideration, the Assembly, in 1948, invited the
International Iaw Commission "to study the desirability and possibility of establish~
ing an international Judicial organ for the trial of persons charged with genocide
or other crimes over which jurisdiction will be conferred upon that organ by inter-
tetional conventions.”

~In 1950, the Assembly set up /saiaecial cormittee to prepare proposals on the
establishment ond statute of the proposed court. The special committee met in 1951 .
end drew up a draft statute, which was revised by a second special committee in
1953, The mein provisions of the revised draft are: the court will be a permanent
body composed of 15 independent judges elected for a period of nime years; the
court will be competont to Judge "natural persons whether they are constitutionally
responsible under public officials or private individuals," no pe:rson shall be tried
tefore the court unless jurisdiction has been conferred upon the court by the state
or states of which he i3 a national and by the state or states in which the crime
1s alleged to have been committed; the court will have power to issue warrants of
frrest; the accused shall be presumad innocent until proved guilty; he shall have
& fair trial; final judgments will rcquire a majority vote of the judges partici-

foting in the trial, and seven judges will constitute quorum.

t - (more)
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In view of the close connection between the question of defining aggression,

the draft code of offences against the peace and security of mankind, and the

question of an ihternational eriminal jurisdiction, the Assembly in 1954 decided to

postpone consideration of the question until it had taken up the report of the

Special Committce on the Question of Defining Aggression and the dralt code of

offences sgainst the peace ond security of mankind (see items 55 and 56).

58. Elimination or reduction of future statclessness: Report of the Secretary-
General (resolution 896 (IX) of 4 Leccmber 1954)

At its ninth scssion, the Assembly expressed ite appreciation to the
 Interrational Taw Commission for its work in the field of statelessness, particularly
| the drafting of a Convention on the Elimination of Future Statelessness and of a
 Convention on the Reduction of Future Statelessness.

The Acsembly asked that en international conference of plenipotentiarics be
convened to conclude o convention for the reduction or climination of future
statelessness as soon as 20 states have communicated their willingness to cooperate
in such a cornference. The Secretary-General was requested to report on the matter
to the eleventh session.

In his report (Doc. A/3189 and Add.l), the Secretory-General informs the
Assembly that as of 28 September 1956 the following 17 member and non-mcmber states
had expressed their willingness to participate in the conference: Belgium, Denmeark,
El Salvador, France, Federal Republic of Germary, India, Israel, Lebanon, Monaco,
Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Urited Kingdom and
Yugoslavia. Therefore, the condition set by the Assembly for convening the
conference has not yet been fulfilled.

59. The peaceful utilization of Anbarctico: item proposed hy India

On 21 February, India requested inclusion in the agenda of an item entitled
"The question of Antarctica" (Doc. A/3118). 1In a further letter, dated 12 September,
India asked that the title of the item be changed to "The peaceful utilization of
Antarctica" (Doc. A/3118/Add.1).

The explaonatory memorandum states India's belief "that in order to strengthen
universal peace it would be appropriate and timely for all nations to agree and to
affirm that the areca will be utilized entirely for peaceful purposes and for the
_general welfare," The memorandum adds that "all nations should agree further to
harmonize their actions to these cnds and to ensure also that no activities In the
Antarctica will adversely affect climatic and other natural conditions.”

(more)
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0. Application, under the euspices of the United Netions, of the p:ru aciple
--= "of equal rigats and self-determipaibion of peoples in the cace of ihe
population of tne isdaend of Cyprus: dtem proposed by (recce

Greece f:.rst brought this item to the Assembly in 1954, referring in i‘bs
explanatory memorandum 10 "the repeatedly and solemnly cxpressed will of the people
of Cyprus for union with Greece, which they regard as their mother country.” The
Greek government requested that the pgople of Cyprus "be allowed to express

themselves on their future.”

The Assembly considered the item and on 17 December 1954, by 50 votes to
none with 8 abstentions, adopted a resolutlon, reeding in part: "The General Assembly,
considering that, for the time being, it does not appcar appropriate to adopt a
resolution on the question of Cyprus, decides not to consider further the item..."

In 1955, Greece again requested inscription of the item on the agenda.
fcting upon a recommendation of its General Commitiee, the Asseuwbly decided, by 28
votes to 22 with 10 abstentions, not to include the Cyprus item on its agenda.

On 13 March of this year, Greece again requested that the Cyprus queetion be
placed on the agenda of the eleventh session (Doc. A/3120).

6L, Question of amending the United Natioms Charter, in accordance with the
procedure laid down in Article 1CB of tae Charter, to increase thce number
of non~permanent members of the Sccurity Council and the number of' votes
required for decisions of the Council: item proposed by Argentina,
Bolivia, PBrazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, the Dominican
Republic, Tcuador, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras, Panama, Paraguay,
Peru, Spain and Venezuela

In their explanatory memorandum (Doc. A/3138), the 17 delegations note that

‘f there was o substantial increase in the membership of the United Nations at the end
| of 1955 and that it is probable that more members will be admitted in the rear
future. In the light of that, and "with a view to maintaining a satisfactory
istribution in the membership of some of the principal organs of the United Nations
fond to facilitating the participation of new Members in the work of those organs, "

f the 17 delepations said they were requesting inclusion of this item in the agenda.

' Under the present Article 2% of the Charter, the Security Council has five

j lermanent members and six non~permanent members, the latter elected by the General

;: dssembly for a period of two years, Under Article 27, seven affirmative votes are
%quired for a decision of the Council.

| Article 108 of the Charter provides that amendments shall come into force

“hen they have been adopted by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the General

5 ASSembly and retified in accordance with their respective constitutional processes
Wt_)-thirds of the Members of the United Nations, including ~11 {the permanent

i of the Security Council."

[“\I\Mr\ \
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62. Question of amending the United Nations Charter, in accordance with
the proccdure laid down in Article 108 of the Charter, to increase
the membership of the Fceonomic and Sc:ial Council: item proposed
by Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, (Colombia, Costa Rica, Cubs,
the Dominican Republie, Ecuador, El Salvador, Haiti, Honduras,
Mexico, Paname, Paraguay, Peru, Spain and Venezuela

The explanatory memorandum (Doc. A/3139) of the 18 delegations is similar to
the one for the preceding item.

Under the present Article 61 of the Charter, the Economic and Social Council
consists of 18 members elected by the General Assembly.

63. Question of amending the Statute of the International Court of Justice,
in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 100 of the Charter:
(a) increase in the number of Judges of the International Ccurt of Justice:
item proposed by Costa Rica, Cuba, ‘the Dominican Republitc, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Haiti and Spain

The explanatory memorandum (Doc. A/3140) of the scven delegations is similar
to the ones for the preceding two items, |
Under the present Article 3 of the Statute, the Court consists of 15 members, 3
no two of vhom may be nationals of the same state. They are elected by the General |
Assembly and by the Security Council from a list of persons anominated by the national
groups in the Permanent Court of Arbitration or by other national groups appointed
for this purpose by their governments,
64. Question of amending Article 2 of the Statute of the International Law
Commission to incrcase the membership of the Commission: item proposed
by Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica. Cuba,

the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Haiti, Fanams, Paraguay,
Peru, Spain and Venezuela

In their explonetory memorandum (Doc. A/3141), the 16 delegations state that,
in the light of the substantial increase in the membership of the United Nations,
"and with a view to ensuring that in the composition of the Internationaul Law
Commission special attention shall continue to be given to the necd for a satisfac-
tory distribution that will facilitate the participation of new Members in the work
of that body," they were requesting inclusion of this item in the agenda.

The International Law Commission was established by the General. Assembly in
1947, et 1ts Second Session. The Commission has 15 members, elected by the Assembly.

(more)
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65. Iaverim measures, pending entry into force of the Covenants on Human Rights,
to be tokern with regosect to violations of ‘the human rights set forth in the
Charter of' the United Nations axd the United Nations Universal Declaration
of Hwaan Pights: ditem propasec by Greece

Inclusion of this item was requested by Greece in a letter dated 11 September
(Doc. A/3187).

An explanstory memorandum has not yet been circulated.
66. The guostion of race conflict in South Africa resulting from the

policics of apar:ggizid of the Governpmont of th2 Union of South Africa:

iten propused by Indie, Pekistan and Indonesia

Inclusion of this ltem was requested by Indiae in a letter dated 12 September
(Doc. A/3190); and by Fokiston in o letter daoted 27 Scptember (Doc. A/3190/Add.L);
and by Indonesia in a letter dated 11 October (Doc. A/3190/Add.2).

last yecar, the Assembly comuended the three-member Commission appointed
in 1952 to study the racial situation in the Union of South Africa, and noted
"with regret" that the South African govermment had "again refused to cooperate!
with the Comwission., The resolubtion expressed concern that the South African
govermment "continues to give effect to the policies of spartheid," and called
upon the South African government to observe its Charter obligations.

Parsgraphs ~- approved by the Ad Hoe Political Commlttee -~ that would keep
the United Notions Comission in being and would request it to continue to keep
the situation under review and to report to the eleventh session of the Assembly,
vere deleted from the Assembly's resolution last year because of failure to obbain

the required two-thirds majority.

(more)
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SUPPLEMENTARY LIST OF ITEMS

Question of Algerie: item proposed by Afshanistan, Burmsa, Ceylon, Egypt,
Indonesic, Iran, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Pakistan, the Fhilippines,
Saudi Arebia, Syria and Yemen

In theilr explanatory memorandum (Doc. A/5197) , the 15 sponsoring dclegations
wte that last year the Assembly, "ignoring the unfavorable recommendation of the
General Committee," inseribed this item on its agenda and referred the item to the
first Committee., "Subsequently, and manifesting their conciliatory spirit," the
remorandum goes on, "the Asien-African states decided to accept a proposal to
postpone further discussion of the Algerian issue at the Tenth Session.”

They had done g0, the mcmorandum states, in the hope that France would
egotiate with the true representatives of the Algerien people a peaccful settlement
sccuring their legitimete rights to self-determination and independence." However,
this hope had been "frustrated,"” and in the year that hed passed, "repression and
i‘destruction have been intensified and the situation has worsened to the point" where
fthe 15 delegations say they have no alternative but to seek inscripbtion of this

item on the Asseribly's agends again.

2, The question of West Irian (West New Guinea): item proposed by

| Afghanistan, Burme, Cembodia, Ceylon, Egypt, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Irag, Joidan, Iebanon, Libya, Pakisten, Saudi Arabia, Syria
end Yemen

This item was first brought before the Assembly in 1954 by Indonesia. The
resolution recommended by the First Committee at that session failed to win the
necessary two-thirds vote for adoption by the Assembly. Last yeaxr's resolution,
eperoved without objection by the Assembly, expressed hope that the negotiations,
vhich meanwhile had been started by the govermnments of Indonesia and the Netherlands,
would be "fruitful."

In their explanatory memorandum (Doc. A4/5200), the 16 delegations who now
request the placing of this item on the agenda state that "more than two months of
lengthy negotiations failed to produce the results envisaged," end that the relations
between Indonesia and the Netherlands have “deteriorated." The question of
West Irion (West New Guinea) "continues to be a cancer" between them, the memorandum
goes on, and "™in its wider context, as an unresolved remnent of a colonial problem
it affects adversely the whole complex of internationel relations with regard to
that part of the world."

- (more)
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3. Dieaft Convention concerning a System of Consultation:
vtem nr:moacd. vy Argeiting

In its explanatory memorandum (Doc. A/3201), the Argentine delegntion states
its view that "the cormunity of netions lacks machinery to permit consultations 1
to bz held omoug them, or by all Jointly, with the necessary speed and efficlency
when a situation arises which is likely to endonger internationsl poecc or security.
A system of consultetlon has been In operation in inter-Americen affairs for

some years and has demnonstrated its effectiveness, the memorandum goes on. The
Argentine goverrment believes that e similnr procedure epplied on a worl@-wide basis:
would be an important factor in the maintenance of internatioral peace, and
accordingly has requested inclusion of this item in the agenda and hes submitted
e draft ccnvention to provide o basis for discussion s

L, The over-all total of the United Netiono smnunl budget exponditure:
itcm proposed by the United Kingdom of (reat britein and Northaern lreland

In en explanatory memorandum (Doc. A/3202), the United Kingdom notes that
in previous debates in the Assembly many mcumbers had expressed their concern for
maximum concentration of available resources on projects of immediabe urgency and
deferment or elimination of those no longer uwrgent or essential, :

The United Kingdom believes thal this objective would be more readily attaine
if, before detailed consideration of the budget estinates, a decision were taken by
the Asserbly on the total annmual expenditure to be approved in order to assist the 5
Assembly in determining the most suiteble priosrities to be given the various '
individual budgetary items proposed.

5. Suppoxt from Greece for terrorism in Cyprus: item propnced by
the Unitoa Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Iroland

Inclusion of this item in the egenda was requested in a letter dated
12 October (Doc. A/3204k). The explanetory memorandum has not yet been circulated. i

*OENE K
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