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ANNO'l'ATED PROVISIOllAL AGk"lJ\1J)A. FOR THE ELEVENi'!!. • . ,...--.-...............,~~ ."rt. •

REGULAR SESSION O.l" '11Hr~ GeNERAL ASSEMBLY
__~.........~__-...-. • III •

The General AssGmbly's rules of procedure stipulate that the provisional

agenda for a re{31..1lnr Dtssion shaJl be drawn UIJ by the Secreta~r.. Genel'al and

CO:1ll",~'nic3,"ced to the illt:mbers ef the UnitedNations at least 60 days before the

opening of tlJ.e sess:i.0~1.

For the elevonth rugular 6ensi~n of the General Assembly, scheduled to

couven~ at ~r HcadQu~rters at 3:00 p.m. on Monday, 12 November, a provisional

ag~nd~ containing 66 items w~a issued on 1; September (Doe. A/3191).

Provision,"'l e.genda- --
According to t~c ruJe~ of procedure, th~ provlsional agenda of a regular

session shall iLc.Lt"lt£:: (a) El, J'eport by the Socr~tary-General on the work of the

OrganizatioLl; (b) r..:r,.J...·ts t'xvrtlthEo pl'incipa.l OTJaIlS of the Urdted Nations ao

well, as subcid~arJ 021S~:1S at "~lle Acsem"b'J.Y f.l.tld certain specialj,zed agencies;

(c) all it~ms which '~L,~ ,tI.SS~_Jl":"y, at !It',;viol:!s ce66i011S, has ordel1ed to "be included;.
(d) all items proycs~d by the ether ~rincipal orcians of the United Nations;

(e) all items,proposed uy any member of the United Nations; (f) all items

;, perta.inin~ to the budg~t for 'che ne=~t financial ~tea")'1 and the report on the accounts'

for the last financial year; (g) all items which the Secretary-General deems it

necessary to put before the Asseltbly; and (h) all items proposed, under the

, Char~e!', by states not members or the United Nations.

§upplementury i toms-- -.....~~

A list of fi.ve supplementary items t·ras iS3ued on 19 October (Doe. A/3205).

Atule on supplementary items provides that any member or principal organ of the

United Nations or the SecretarJ-General may> at least 30 days before the date

~ed for opening of the regular sessj,on" request tthe inclusion of supplementary

items on the agenda. These items are placed on a supplementary list, ,.;hich is

communicated to UN members at least 20 days before the date fixed for the opening

of the sesoion.

(more)
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consists of nine members appointed on the proposal of the
It examines the credentials of represerrbatives and reports

ANNOTAmD AGENDA

Additional items
Another rule allows the inclusion of addj.tional items "of an important and

urgent character," proposed less than ;0 days before the opening of a regular

session or during the sessioL, providinS the Assembly so decides by a majority of
the members present and voting. Such items may not be considered by the Assembly

until a committee has reported upon the question concerned and until a period of

seven days has elapsed after the inclusion of the item (unless the Assembly decides

otherwise by a two-thirds majority).

Items for the Assembly's eleventh session are listed below in the order in
which they appear in the provisional agenda and the supplementary list. This is

not necessarily the order in which they will appear on the agenda as adopted by

the Assembly. The notes on each item are given as background information.

Rule 64 of' the Assembly's rules of procedure provides that, "immediately after

the opening of the first plenary meeting and immediately preceding the closing of

the final plena.ry meeting of each session of the General Assembly, the President

shall invite the representatives to observe one minute of silence dedicated to

prayer or meditation."

. ITEMS ON THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
• Ai

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation
••••• • r .•• _

1. Opening of i:he session by the Chair,E1a~ of' the dele~ation of Chil~

This Committee
temporary President.

to the Assembly.

4. Election of the President
I

The President is elected by secret ballot and by simple majority. There are

no nominations.
Past Presidents of the Assembly are: paul-Henri Spaak, of Belgium (First.

. Regular Session); Oswaldo Aranha, of Brazil (First Special Session and Second

Regular Session); Jose Arce, of Argentina (Second Special Session); Herbert V. Evatt,

of Australia (~~ird Regular Session); Carlos P. Romulo, of the Philippines

(more)

The Chainnan ot: the delegation from which the President of the previous

. session was elected presides until the Assembly elects a Presi~ent for the new

. session. Jose Maza, of Chile, was President of the Tenth Regular Session.
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Constitution of the main committees and election of officers
•

ANNOTATED AGENDA

5·
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23 October 1956

(Fourth Regular Session); Nasrollah Entezam, of Iran (Fifth Regular Session);

Luis Padilla Nervo, of Mexico (Sixth Regu.lar Session); tester B. Pearson, of CaDada.

(Seventh Regular Session); Mme. Vijaya La.kshrni Pandit, of India (Eighth Regular

Session); Eelco n. van Kleffcns, of the l';etherlands (Ninth Regular Session); and

Jose Maza, of Chile (Tenth Regular Session).

P~ess Release GA/l365
23 October 1956
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There are six main committees, generally known by their numbers: the First
(~litical and Security); the Second (Economic and Finan9ial); the Third (Social, .

Humanitarian and Cultural); the Fourth (Trusteeship and Information from Non-Self­

Governing Terr.itories) j the Fifth (Administra"cive and Budgetary), and the Sixth

(Legal). All 76 United Nations member nations are represented on each of the

main committees, to which are referred items falling within their fields of

competence.

The Assembly, acting directly in plenary meetings, deals With items which,

for any reason, are not referred to a committee. The main committees discuss

proposals in detail and report to the Assembly vdth their recommendations. On

these recommendations, the plenary Assembly takes final action. A two-thirds

maj,,>rity vote of those present and votirlg is required in p,lenary meetings for
•resolutions on j.ID];)Ortant questions, but voting in the committees is by simple

~jority, except to reopen discussion ona question, for which a two-thirds majority

is needed.

Since ~y agenda items are primarily of a political character, the Assembly

has decided, at every session since the Second, to establish an ad hoc Political

COllllllittee to share the ,",york of the First Corr.mittec. At the Seventh Session it was

agreed that the Chairman of the ad hoc Political Committee should participate with

a vote in the proceedings of the General (or Steering) Committee.

Each main committee is required to elect a chair.man~ a vice-chairman, and a

rappo:t'teur. Meeting in turn as each of its main ccramittees, the Assembly itself

elects the cha.irman ot' those committees by secret ballot. Candidates may be

Mminated from the floor, but voting is not confined to those so nominated. The
other officers are similarly elected, generally at the next meeting of each committee.

Rule 10; of the Rules of Procedure provides that committee officers "shall be elected

on the basis of eqUitable geographical distribution, experience, and personal

COlnpe~nce•it

Chairmen of the main committees and the ad hoc Political Committee do not

~te, but other members of their res~ective deleBations may vote.

(morc)
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Election of vice-presidents,.

Opening of t~e general de~

Notification ,by: the Secretary-General undBr Article 12••" Earagrs,pb 2z .o!
the Ctarter-

ANNOTATED AGElWA

The Assembly elects seven vice-presidents by simple majo2:ity and secret ballot.

The President of the Assembly, the Vice...Presidents, and the chairmen of' the main

committees constitute the General Committee. In electing the vice-presidents, the

Assembly pays regard to ensuring the representative character of the General

Committee. Member countries are elected, no't indivIduals. The heads of the

delegations of the countries elected serve as vice...presidents.

10. Re~rt of the, Secretar:'.r-G1neral on 'bh'~ "tvo~k of tb: Orgf:'uization

This article of the Charter requires the Secretary... General, with the consent
of the Security Council, to notify the Assembly at each session of any matters

relative to the maintenance of international peace and security which are being

dealt with by the Security Council.

All the items sut~itted for inclusion in the agenda are considered by the

General Committee, which reports to the Assembly with its recommendations. The

Assembly adopts the agenda by a majority of members present and voting.

6.

At the beginn:i.ng of each session of the Assembly, there is a ge,;nera1 debate

in which the heads of delegations usually express the views of.' their countries on

problems of common concern to the membership of the United Nations.

1·

9.

The Charter requires the Secrct~ry"Goneral to report annually to the Assembly

on the work of the Orgcmizat~.on as a ""Thole. Tho report for the period from 16 June

1955 to 15 June 19~6 (Doe. A/3l31) ~eals with ever; aupect of United N~bions ~

actiVity under s~x broad headings -- political and sucurity questions, developmants

in the economic and social field, questions concerning trusteeship and non- self·,

governing territories, leGal questions, development of pUblic understanding, and

administrative and budgetar.1 questions.

11. RCJ20rt of the Security Council

The report "(Doc. A/3157) covers the period from 16 ~uly 1955 to 15 July 1956

and 't'l~S adopted by the Security Council at a closed meeting on 6 September. The

Charter requires the Council to submit such anr,HF~ ""eports, und as in other years,

the re]?ort is a summary bf resolutions approvc( ected and an account of the

(more)

8.
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Report of the TruE:rhee ~h1 T' C:"uncil
-------------~--'..
The Council's annual report (Doe. A/;170) on its activities under the inter-

~tional trusteeship system covers tlle ~eriod from 23 July 1955 to 14 Aug~st 1956.

(more)

e.pproo.ch~d or n ...;'.~\'c: fro:'t. ~'l-(:! ...\,:"j j·..:.:.li u..l"'~ nt~ ·o.;~:::D .tJl'l(': :;.r-t\jnsification of the

York of the Te~h.c.':c-J. 1,.:;(: .... rlt'.. },,':,. vc,.:."::t·bt;~. Il'.I. rl.g~1i'd '\JO ~oc~al 9.uostions, he

underlines the lir"t,"t'1SiJ 1Jl\:l.t;: \::, .1 Lle' ur.:i. \jetS. ~:rat:! ons in ::"r-tpl~Ule:uting the program of'

pl'actical action in eLls .: 1",:" ,:, ,-hI.':! ostublishlllcnt of' adVisory services in the field

of human rights, and. thJ oSfr:c:, 'll L:,' thoroueh revio", made this yaar, b~r the Commission

on Narcotic Drugs of thu sit~~bion on the illicit traffic in narcotics.

given to

problems

broad lilles of debate. The practice so far is tor the Assembly' simply to "take note"

of the report.

1'~12. "~ Report of' the Economic and 80c1:.11 Council

The report (Doc.A/3154) covers the period from 6 August 1955 to 9 August 1956,

and comprises 11 chapters, each of ,.,hich is designed to be referred i.n to:~.,?, shouJ.d

the General Committee of the General Asselllb1y so recommend" to one of the main

committees •

Chap.ll,jer I deals ,dth constitutional and organizational questions; Chapter 1I

deals with the surv(:y of the world economic situation and international tra.de and

payments que.:;t.i·:>ns; Chapt...:r III is devoted to the eCOllo?l}ic development of under­

devcJ:ope:d co\mtr;:;"')G; iJha::?tc::, IV d"Ja1a with regic:na1 acanemic actiVities; Chapter V

concerns othur OC.':>:"lC2':1::'C 'lU~ "3'~j :n"ri, including the relIef' nnd. rehabilitation of Korea;

Chapter VI dec.ls ~Ti.l':h ('tjcis.l qUl...soc;:;'onsj Chapter VII deals ~o1ith human rights

questionsj Cile!,'~C'r -,71.7 .:.~ \Jonuorned With some special economic and social questions; .
Chapter IX is :p:'··I· ••;~~ci;~.~· .~~:Y'Jte~l to a general rcvimt of the development and coordina- ~.

tion of tl1e ec.)noj~~;;', :;~"':i.l;~". ttY1c. hum9.n rights yr'J.;r':.'tu:; of' 'lil:~ United Nations as a
.....

wboie; Cha:r;';er Xdc!',ls ,rl".::J ':011- ~o·,ernmenta.1 orgCt:.li~;:lti:m9; Chapter XI sets out the

finc.ncial implicatlonc of t~.LC ~C'-l~::'Qns taken by the Coun~il.

In his in-!;ro;"otlc'l;i 0·... t ..., t::c ~~eport, the Preoidcnt of the Council for 1956,

Hans Eng\..ll". (!'~v::.",;-~~),) ';Jf' .~ ...'+::.~1.. t. 'i"h'1;~ during the 12 months unc.ar review the Council

fOCUSSGd attien·\iic.l en t~le ~cc~"~~.i" proGress eo well as -..,he major economic problems

of the PObtw'C,l" u.C'CU~'3. He otal:..'s .;.~.~..;~ o:~o (If' the ma.::'n :,ucr.tions discussed was the

harmful effl3c.t er ":ic·J.on~ f1.uc~U:::'~·if).1t. ':'!l ';;110 rr.:cE::s ef' j!.':.·ii1.:l't·y commodities and the

need ol:to.... D!:l-"'cn"'l f"" .. + ...... , " '.,,' "c':'" '1 "0('\ 'r~"!':r . t· ...··t \'1,. S"nb-llity in the.L. ,,_ w. •• lL~ ~.I. ......_ .;,... "J 'n .... V '.. \J, \i ,J \J • L. JI • .., -,'" vc.....

prices of t:18D~ C:)ll~".':,' ::,i.l3. H,: P ... Cf(,:'~·~ -:1 :,l~ ~t'~:tt~r :;,t":.,;n'~:'{'ln than before vTasannually to the Asst:mbly
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During this period the Council held its 5th special session, from 24 October to

14 December 1955; its 17th regular session, from 7 February to 6 April 1956, and

its 18th regular session, from 7 June to 14 August 1956.
'!TIe report df.:scribes the Council's annual review of conditions in 10 trust

territories: Tanganyika, Comeroons and Togoland under United Kingdom administration;

Cameroons and Togoland under French administration; Ruanda-Urundi under Belgio.n

administration; Somaliland under Italian administration; Western Samoa t~der

New Zealand administr~tion; Nauru and New Guinea under Australian administration.
On the eleventh territory, the Pacific Islands under United states adm:J.nistration,
the Council reports to the Security Council as it is a strategic trust territory.

Other chapters of the report deal with such questions as the examination of

~etitions; the organization of visiting missions to the trust territories in West

Africa and in the Pacific; adminiotrative unions af~ecting trust territories;.

offers of scholarships for the educational advancement of the people of the trust

territories, and the quustion of attainment by the trust territories of the objective

of self-government or indep~ndeDce.

14. Election of !hree non..pcrmanent members of the Security Council

The Security Council consists of five permanent members (China, Franc~,

the USSR, the United Kingdom and the United states) and six nonwpermanent members

elected by the Assembly for two-year terms.

The terms of Belgium} Iran and Peru expire at the end of 1956. Election is
by twowthirds majority on a secret ballot. The Charter calls for attention to be

paid to lithe contribution of members of the United Nations to the maintenance of

international peace and security and to the other purposes of the Organiza.tion, and

also to eqUitable geographical distribution." Retiring members are not eligible for

immediate reelection.

The three other non-permanent members now on the Council which will serve

until the end of 1957 are Australia, Cuba and YugoslaVia.

So far, the following non-permanent members have served on the Council:

I; .
, "

Argentina (1948-49)

Australia (1946-47, 1956-57)

Belgium (1947w48, 1955-56)

Bra~il (1946-47, 1951-52, 1954-55)
Canada (1948-49)

Chile (1952-53)

Colombia (1947-48, 1953-54)
(more)

Iran (1955-56)
Lebanon (1953-54)
M~O (1946)

Netherlands (1946, 1951-52)

New Zealand (1954-55)
Norway (1949-50)

Pakistan (1952-53)
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Six of the 18 members of the Economic and Social Council retire each year
after completing three-year tErms of office. Election is by secret ballot, and a

two·thirds majority is req.t!1red. Retiring members are eligible for :!.mnludiate
reelection.

The prcscnt members of the Council are Argentina, Brazil, Cana.da, China..,

Czechoslovakia, the Domini.can Republic, Ecuadol·, Egypt, Fror~ce, G:r~ece, Indonesia,

the N.:therlands) NOl"Way, Pakistan, the USSR, the United Kingdom, the United states
and YugoslaVia.

The six whose torms of office expire at the end of this year are Czechoslova­
kia., Eeuador) UOl'1.,ey, Pakistan, the USSR and the United Kingdom.

16. Election of two members of the Trusteeship Council

Election of six ~embers of the Economic and Social Council
_ • T ».
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Peru (1955-56)
Poland (1946..57)

Syr~a (1947...48)

Turkey (1951,,52, 1954-55)
Ukrainian SSH (1948..49)

Yugoslavia (1950-51, 1956..57)

.. 7 ..

Cuba (1949,,50, 1956"57)
Denmark (1953,,54)

Ecuador (1950-51)

Egypt (1946, 1949-50)
Gre0ce (1952-53)

India (1950-51)

15·
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Th~ Trusteeship Council consists of Ullit~d Nations members administering

trust territories, :permanent members of the Security Council which do not administer

trust territories, and as many other nOll-administering countries, elected by the

Assembly for three..year terms, as are reqUired to ensure on the Council an equal

n~ber of countrius which administer trust territories and of those 'n1ich do not.

The present members of the Council are Australia, Belgium, France, Italy,

l;~Y Zealand" the United Kingdom and the Uniteu states (administering members);

China and the USSR (non-administering :pcrmanellt members of the Security Council),
and Burma, Guatemala, Haiti, India and Syria. The two members whose terms expire

at the end of' 1956 are lIaiti and India.

Elected members of the Council are eligible for tmmediate reelection when

their terms expire. Election is by secret ballot and by a two",·thirds majority.

ij, Election of a member of the International Court of Justice to fill the
vacanc~ o~used bl the deat~ of JudgG HSll M~ •

The Security Council, at a meeting on 6 September, adopted a resolution ~hich

t~ted 'With regret the death of Judge Hsu Mo, of the International Court of Just-ice,.

and. decided that the election to fill the vacancy shall take place durinf the

~~vantb.se.ssiot'A.of the Assembly (Doe. A/3l85).
(more)
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According to the Charter, elections to the International Court of Justice

take place s1multaneously in the Security Council and the General Assembly. A

list of candidates nominated by national groups to fill the ve.canC'lJ can be found

in Doc. A/3l98-S/3662.

18. Election of the members of the International Law Commission

~~e International Law Commission, whose members serve in their individual

capacity, and u-:>t as representatives of governments, was establ~1 shed by the Assembly

in 1947. In 1948 the 15 members were elected by the Assembly to three-year terms,

extended in 1950 for two more years. In 1953, the members were elected to three-year

terms ~ but last year, the Assembly emended the Statute of the Commission to provide

for five-ye~ terms for members, with effect from the election to be held at this

session.

The Commissionts terms of reference are to promote the progressive development

of international lr~ and its codification. Present members are: F. V. Garcia Amador
(Cuba), Chairman; Jaroslav Zourek (Czechoslovakia), First Vice-Chairman; Douglas L.

"Edmonds (United states), Second Vice-Chairman; J. P. A. Francois (Netherlands),

Rapporteur; Gilberto Atnado (Brazil); Sir Gerald Fitzmaurice (United Kingdom);

Shuhs1 Hsu (China); Faris Bey el-IDlouri (Syria); S. B. Krylov (USSR); Luis Padilla

Nervo (Mexico); Radhabinod Pal (India); Carlos Salamanca (Bolivia); A?E.F. Sandstrom

(Sweden); Georgec Scelle (France), and Jean Spiropoulos (Greece).

A list 0f candidates nominated by governments for membership on the Commission

cen be found in Does. Aj3l55 and Add.l.

19. A12poi~tment of the members of the Peace Observation Cozcrnission

In 1950, under the "Uniting for Peace" resolution, the Assembly established

a Peace Observ~tion Cowmission 'vhich could observe and report on the situation in

any area where there exists international tension the continuance of which is likely•
to endanger the maintenance of international peace and security.1t

The terms of the 14 members of the Commission -- China, Czechoslovakia,

France, Honduras, India, Iraq, Israel, New Zealand, Pakistan, Sweden, the USSR,

the United Kingdom, the United states and Uruguay -- expire at the end of 1956

(D:>e • A/3184).

20. Election of a United Nations High Commissioner fo~' Refugees to fill the
vacancy' caused by the death of Dr. G. J. Van Heuven Gc.;dhart: item
Eropos~d by the Sccret~ry-Genernl

The Secretary-General notes (Doe. A/3l7l/Rev.l) that the Statute of the Office

of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, adopted by the Assembly in

(more)
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3.tute of the Office

che Assembly in

1950, £~ its Fifth Session, provides for the High Commissioner to be elLctcd by the

ASsembly on the nomination of the Secretary-General. "Such nomination 'nIl be made

in due course, 11 the Secretary-General states in his note.

Pending action by the Assembly, the Deputy High Comnissioner, James M. Read,?

has been exercising tee functions of the office.

21. The Korean questiOn!

(a) Repo~t of the United Nations Commission for the Unification and
Rehabj.lita tion of Korea . I ~

The UN Commission for th~ Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea was

established by the Assembly on 17 October 1950. It consists of Australia, Chile,

the Netherlands, Pakistan, the Philippines} Thailand and Turkey. One of its

functions is to represent the United Nations in holping to establish a unified,

independent and democraoliic government of all Korea.

Th8 Co~mission's rcport to the Assembly (Doe. A/3172) deals mainly with the

~velopment of representative government in the Republic of Korea and in particular

nth elections of national scope, obscrvation of which the Cot~ssion und~rtook on

behalf of the United Nations; and l'7itih the econol1d.c progress made, especially

through internatior..al aid. The Comm:lssion states that it has been conscious

~f the increasing ability of the Republic to stand on its own feet in regard to

its system of' government and administration a.nd it feels that the assistance

possible by the COIlill1ission seven years or so after the establish!nent of the Republic

~ clearly limited."

With regard to the elections observed during the period covered by the report

(7 September 1955 to 24 AUgust 1956), the COnIDlission states tllat in general they

had been fairly and freely held.

Reviewing international aid to the Republic of Korea, particQlarly United

States assistance and the "impressive" contribution of the UN Korean Reconstruction

Agency, the Commission declares that "in vicvT of the fundamental role thati the

~ited Nations has played in the establishment and then in the defense of the

~public of Korea~ the responsibilities for contiuned assistance from the United

Nations remain great, the needs still extensive and the continuing challenge one

not to be ignored. tr

In its reference to the Korean question and the Armistice, the Commission

~serves that there has been no change in the basic position over the past 12

~nths, and that it has no responsibility. in tho implementation of the Armistice
.Agreem.ent •

(more)
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Last year, in noting the Coramission's report, the ADscmbly r~callcd that

at its ninth session i.n 1954 it had expressed the hope it would soon be possible

to make progress towards the achievement by peaceful means of a unified, independent

and democratic Korea under a representative form of government and of full restora­

tion of intern~Gional peace and security in the area. It also noted that Paragraph

62 of the Armistice Agreement of 27 July 1953 provided that the Agreement ushall

remain in effect until expressly superseded either by mutually acceptable amendments

and additions or by pro'l"ision in an appropriate agreement for a peaceful settlement

at a political level between both sides. fI

(b) Problem of ex-prisoners of the Korean war: report of the government- --,of India

At its session last year, the Assembly noted that, pending their final
I

disposition, a number of ex-prisoners of the Korean war remained temporarily in

India. It expressed its appreciation to Argentina and Brazil for offering to

resettle as many of the ex-prisoners as opt to settle in the two countries, and

requested member states to assist in bringing about a full solution of the problem.

The Assembly also asked the Indian government to report on the problem to

the eleventh session. The report has not yet been circulated.

22. Regulation, limitation and balanced reduction of all armed forces
and all armaments. Conclusion of an i.:lternational conv6ntion
"(treaty) on the reduction of armaments and the prohibition of
atomic, hydrogen and other vTeapons of mass destruction: re:port
of the Disarmament Commission (resolution 914(X) of 16 Decemb~ 1955

On 16 DGcember 1955, tbG Assembly approved a resolution which recalled its

resolution of 4 November '1954, adopted unanimously, calling for a further effort

to "reach agreement on comprehensive and coordinated proposals to be embodied in

a draft international disarmament convention••• " The resolution expressed the hope

that "efforts to relax international tensions, to :promote mutual confidence and to

develop cooperation among states, such as the G~neva Confe:renee of the Heads of

Government, the Bandung Conference ••• 'lil1 :prove effective in promoting world

:peace."

The resolution further expressed the need to seek agreement on a comprehensive

disarmament program which would promote international peace and security Itwith the

least diversion for armaments of the world's human and economic resources." It

welcomed the progress made towards agreement on objectives made during the meetings

in 1955 of the Subcommittee of the Disarmament Commission but noted at the same

time that agreement had not yet been reached on the rights, powers and functions of.

a control system lIwhich is the keystone of any disarmament agreement •••• "

(more)
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The resolution urged that states concerned, and partic~larly those on the

Subc~ttee, should:

(a) continue their end.eavors to reach agreement on a comprehensive disa:r1llament
plan in accordance With the goals set out in the General Assembly resolu­
tion of 4 November 1954;

(b) should as initial steps give priority to early agreement on an imple­
mentation of such confidence-building measures as President Eisenhower's
plan for excbanging militar.y blueprints and mutual aerial inspection and
Marshal Bulganin l s plan for establishing control posts at strategic
centers, and "all such measureS of adequately safeguarded disarmament as
arc now feaoible."

The resolution also suggested that account should be taken of the proposals

by the French Premier for exchanging and publishing information regarding military

e~enditures and budgets, by the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom for seeking

practical experience in the problems of inspection and control and by the government

of India on the suspension of experimental explosions of nuclear weapons and an

"armaments truce. U It further called for a study by the Subconnnittee of the

proposal of the French Premier for the allocation of funds resulting from disa.rmamen't

fur improving the standards of living throughout the world and, in particular, in the

less developed countries.

The resolution suggested that the Disarmament Commission reconvene its
I

Subcommit'cee and that they should both pursue their efforts to attain these
objectives.

The Subcommittee, composed of Canada,

and the United states, resumed its m~etings

illmeetings, completing its work on 4 May.

(Doe. DC/8,) to the Disarmament Commission.

The Disarmament Commission considered this report in a series of meetings
\ ...

from 3 to 16"July. On 16.Ju1y, by 10 votes in favor, 1 agains'c (USSR) and 1 absten-

tion (Yugosla.via), the Commission adopted a resolution which conSidered that a.

jOint draft resolution of Canada, France, the United Kingdom and. the United states

"sets forth the principles upon which an effective program for the regulation and

limitation of' all arms and armed forces can be based. U While welcoming the

narrowing dO'nl of differences on certain aspects of the disar.mament problem, the

resolution noted that Umajor difficulties remain to l:>e solved." It expressed the

~nviction that a reconciliation of the .opposing views was both possible and

necessary. It asked the Subcommittee to study the proposals before the Diso.rmo.ment

~mnission and to report back to the Commission.
, ;

I The dra.ft resolution of the four Western powers, acd not voted upon by the

~ission, reaffirmed six "basic principles" Which, its sponsors said, should gu.i.de
•. I.
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the Subcommittee in its detailed consideration of the problem. .These six principles

are:

(1) the disarmament program should proceed by stages;

(2) this pro~ram should begin, under effective international control,
wi.tl1. Digrd...:''':.cant reductions in armed forces with corresponcling
:t~J.uc·~:i.:.n:.s ::'n conventional armaments and milj.tary expenditures;

(3) 'tb.0 P:Y\5H'.'.n should provide that, at an appropriate stage and under
Pl'(lpf::r s2,f'c3Uards, the bUild-up of stockpiles and nuclear weapons
would be stopped. ~nd all future production of nuclear material
devoted to peaceful uses;

(4) the program should provide for a strong control organization with
inspection rights, including aerial reconnaissance;

(5) the program muot also include prel~~inary demonstrations of
inspection methods on a limited scale;

(6) provision should be made for the: suspension of the progralIl if
a major 8tate failed to carry out its obligations or if a threat
to peace under Chapter VII of the UN Charter should occur.

No date has as yet been set for thG rcs~~ption of the Subcommittee's work.

23. Report of the Director of th~ Unitee"!. Nations R~.llief and Horks Agency
f'Oi7'P.'1.1 p ~ (.inJ lbt''..lgee3 in tl1eNear'East"( resoluti.ons 302 (IV )Of:--­
~~c~:nr.~~1f'w·1}1i9-r:nn16(X) of' , December 1955)

Last year, the Assembly adopted a resolution directing the Unit~d Nations

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near E~st to pursue its

programs for the reli0f and rehabilitation of the refugees, ubearing in mind the

limitations imposed u:pon it by the exten'c of contributions. U

Expenditures for relief and self· support projocts in the fiscal year ended

30 June 1956 totaled about $32 million.

The operations of UNRHA are financed by voluntary contributions by united

Nations members. On the Agencyts rolls are more than 922,000 refugees, scattered

over more than 100,000 square miles in Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Jordan.

The Director of UNRWA, Henry R. Labouissc, is assisted by an Advisory

Commission consisting of Belgium, Egypt, France, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Turkey,

the United Kingdom and the United States. The report of the Director to the

eleventh session of the Assembly has not yet been cirCUlated.

24. Treatment of people of Indian origin in the Union of South Africa:
reports of the Governments of Indiaai'iC.to:f' Pakistan (resolution 919
(X) of 14 December ~955)

This question has been before the General Assembly since 1946. In 1954, the

Assembly suggested to the governments of India, Pakistan and the Union of South

Africa that they seek a solution of the question by direct negotiations. Last year,,
(more)
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the AEscmbly noted that these negotiations had not been pursued, and urged the

parties concerned to pursue -them. The parties were invited to reporl as appropl"iate,

jointly or separately, to the Assembly at its next seesion.
reouested

Both India (Doc. A/3186) and Pakistan (Doe. A/3l88)/ inclusion of the item in

the agenda so that they can su1::mit reports to the Assembly at this session. -Both

countries stated, in their expl8.3.1D,tory memorandums, that they had requested the

government of the Un:i.on of South Africa to enter into negotiations, but that the

South African government had declined to do so. "In the meanwhile, the position

of persons of Indian origin in South AIrice has further deteriorated,," and the

governments of India and Pakiotan felt su:ce the Assembly vTould wish to "take f'ul·ther

steps to brine abou·t a peaceful and appropriate solution of this problem. If

Admission of new members to the United Fat~ons
l: 1 ._

At the end of its tent;l session, the Assembly aamitted the follo'''ing 16 new

members to membership in the United Nations, upon recommendation of the Security

Council: Albania, Jordan, Ireland, Portugal, Hungary, Italy,. Austria, Rom6r':~n..-
~garia, Finland, Ceylon, Nepal, Libya, Cambodia, ~9p and Spain.

<c- -.;;;: ~ ............ , ~l> ~"'_.... _.,_ . ~"'..t_.,.

Since then, applications for membership h~ve been received from the Sudan,

Morocco and Tnnisia (Does. A/3l17, A/3l43 and Add.I, and A/3144), and the Security

Council has une.n;::~ously r~commended the admission of all three (Does. A/3125,

A/3152 an.d A/3l53).

ThE: following applican-ts have failed to obtain the recommendation of the

Security Council: the Mongolian People r s Republic, the RepUblic of' Korea, the

~mocr~tic People's Republic of Korea, Vietnam, the Democratic Republic of Vietnam,

and Japan.

Under Article 4 of the Charter, admission of a state to membership is effected

Uby a decision of the General Assembly upon the recommenda-tion of the Security

Council, ff requiring an affirmative vote of seven members of the Council including

the concurring votes of the pemanent members.

26. Programs ot: technical assistance

Ca) Report o~ the Economic and Social Council

The report of the Economic and Social Council (Doe. A/3154) on programs of
~chnical assistance deals with the activities of the Expanded Program and the UN

Re~ar Program of Technical Assistance during 1955, as reviewed by the Technical

~aistance Committee of the Council; the evaluation of the activities of' the Expanded

~gramj and administrative, constitutional and organizational questions.

(more)
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Operations during 1955 were on the biggest scale since the Expanded ProGram

started work in 1950. The year 1955 Sa.vT 2,108 experts, recruited frOIll 69 countries,

a:t; work in the field, while 2,431 FellovTGhi:ps enabled their holders to study abro&.d,

in 94 cOtmtriee and territories. Thr~ughout 1955, an expenditure of $25.8 million

under the Expanded Program made it possible for 101 countries and territories to

receive some form of technical assistance.

The Technical Assistance Board reported that the year 1955 had "vritnessed a

striking increase in the general level of the activities carried out," although the

volume of assistance rendered through the Board by the United nations and the seven

participating specialized aGencies is still small in relation even to the priority

requirements of the less developed countries.

In its re:port, the Council recommends approval by the Assembly of c~rtain

amendments to the regula-cions governing the use of the Expanded Program's 'Horl:ing

Capital and Reserve Fund. These amendments were approved by 'the CotID.cil at its

22nd session.

The Council also adopted a resolution on currency utilization. ~lC resolution

urgE:S governments to make their :pledges to the Expanded Program, as fer as possible,

in the form orJ or convertible into} readily usable currencies. It sets out rules

to be observed by t.he Il'echnical Assistance Board. and the participating organizations}

to ensure that arrangements for the utilization of contributions will not conflict

With the multilateral character of the :program.

(b) Confirmation of Allocation of Fund.s under the Erpanded Program
~:f:' Technical Assistance (resolution 831 (IX) of-26 No:ve:mber i954)

On 26 November 1954, the Assembly confirmed a Council recommendation that the

annual program of technical assistance dra'n1 up by the TAB on the basis of country­

progr8J}l requests received from governments must be submitted to the Technical

Assistance Committee for its approval, and to the General Assembly for confirmation.

Under th~ terms of this resolution, the Assembly 'tvill consider the recommenda­

tion of TAC that it authorize the allocation of funds to the participating

organizations to impl~ment the 1957 Expanded Program of Technical Assistance.

27. Economic development of underdevelo~ed countries

(a) Ques'bion of the establishment of a Special United Nations Fund
for Economic Dev010pment: Report of the Ad Hoc Committee
~resolution Q23 (X) of 9 December 1955

At its last session, the Assembly invited member states of the United Nations

and of the s:pecialized agencies to submit their views on the establishment, role,

structure and operutions of a Special UN ]und for Economic Development (SUNFED).
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'Ihe Assembly further set up an Ad Hoc Committee composed of representatives

of 16 governments to analyze the replies received and to submit an interim report

to the Economic and Social Council at its 22nd session, and to the Assembly at its

eleventh session. A final report was requested for the 23rd session of the Council,

with the understanding that in making such reports the Ad Hoc Committee would not

commit any government.

In its interim report (Doe. A/3134 and Corr.l), the Ad Hoc Ccmmittee states

that an anal~rsis of replies received from 46 governments show's that "there is support

for the proposal to establish a Special Fund••• U It goes on to observe that "from

the answers of governnIDnts ..••tberc emerges a genoral pattern of the proposed

Special Fund which brings together the most frequently indicated vie~'7s on its

various aspects." This patte:t:;n the re:port describes in detail.

At its last cession, the Economic and Social Council invited the governments

which had not yet sent in their replies to do so as soon as possible. It looked

forward to the completion of the Ad. Hoc Committee t s final report and expressed the .

hope that, in the meantime, the Assem1)ly ,,,ill consid.er what further steps may be

taken to promote the early establishment of the Fund.

(b) Interna"cional ta."": problems: Report of the Economic and Social Council
I~§~utron 8"25 '(Ix) '0J,: '1,1 Dc:cenib-er-1954 >.

At its nitl.th session, 'che Assembly requested the Secretary-C-enel'aJ., to

continue his studies of' taxaticn by capital-e>""Portiug and capital-importing

cmmtries on income from foreign investments, and to submit his studies to the

Economic and Social Council.

The Secretary-General submitted to the 22nd session of the Council, a
memorandum on "TtUCation in capital-exporting and capital-impor-cing countries of

foreign private investment, It as well as country studies on Belgium, Mexico, the

Netherlands and the United States. He informed the Council that further studies

were :i,n preparation on Canada, France, Sweden and the United Kingdom. He noted

that international double taxation of foreign investment had been greatly reduced

throuBh unilateral measures and the conclusion of some 150 bilateral income tax

agreements. The major capital-exporting countries had, to a considerable extent,

reduced or eliminated their tax claims over a large part of their income from

investments abroad.

The Council has transmitted the Sec~eta~r~Gcneraltsmemorandum and the

com~leted country studies to the General Assembly.

(more)
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At its 21st session, the Economic and Social Council, discussed ~~o reports

by tb~ Secretary-General: "Survey of Current "lork on Industrializat:l on and

Productivi'ty" and "Proposals for a Program of \-lork on Industrialization and

productivity.tt It then proposed that an item entitled ~Industrializa.tionof

underdeveloped countries" be placed on the agenda of the eleventh se:'~ldon of the

Assembly.

At its 22Ld session, the Council discussed a report .by the Socretary-Guneral

containing proposals for implementation j,n 1957 and 1958 of a number of projects

which had been selected for early nction (Doc.E/2895). It recorr~ended that the

program of work should. be eXE:;cuted" and that the Assembly should authorize the

necessary credits.

The projects proposed for early implementation fall into ~hc following six

categories: operational chnrac'fjerlstics of selected indusJliries; special problems

of small-scale industries; relationship of community development and cooperatives

to the industrialization process; improveEent of productive efficiency and manage­

ment; financial anclfiscal o.sp~cts of indust;rial develo:gment.; social and demogravhic

aspects of industrialization.

In his report, th0 Secretary-General points out that much of the new work

program could best be undertaken by the use of ad hQc consultants who would serve

either in their individual capacities or as members of working groups o~ specific~~

defined subjects in the field of industrialization and productiVity. In addition,

the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs might be asked to increase its

substantive servicing of the technical assistance activities in these fields. The

total additional financial requircreents for 1957 come to $100,000.

28. Establishment of a world food reserve: Report of the Economic and Social
Council (~~esolution 825 (IX) of 11. December i954) •

At its ninth session, the Assembly requested the Economic and Social Council,

to consider the question of the establishment of a world food reserve on the basiS

of' a report prepared by the FAO entitled "Functions of a World Food Reserve ... Scope

and Limitations lt (Doe, E/2855).

The Assembly outlined four main objectives: to raise the low levul of food

production and consumption and fi~lt chronic mal~utrition; to relieve famine and

other emergency situations; to counteract excessive price fluctuations; and to

promote the rationa.l disposal of intermittent agricultural surpluses.

(more)
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R~port of the AG~nt General of the Unitod Nations Korean Recol1struction
Aguncy: -(;·f~soI":tic..n 410"AlYTIt' l-becl.:rnb~1950 and EcOn"omiC'aild Sqc:ioJ.
Cot:nc:L1 l~(;s:olution t?J~l (~I) O~: 24'APr,iJ.....1956)

At its 22nd session, the Council , while affirming the objectives set fOl..th

by the Assembly, noted that it was not practicable to achieve all of them under a.

single organization. The Council concludad that the basic solution to the problems

lay in rapid and balancod economic development, and that under aDpropr1ate circum­

stances) food r~servcs could u5cfully contribute towards that d~velopment, provided

the principles 8stablish~d cy the FAO on the dis~osal of agricultural surpluses

were f'ollc'VTt,;d.

T'ne Secrctary"G..:;neral ~vtlS rc.:quested, in consultation wi'bh the FAO and other

~propriate or~nnizations, to GUblnit a report on the possibility of further national

a~tion and internatior~:Ll cooperation on the question. This report is to 'be Gubmitted

t~ thf.: Council at its 24th session, and to the Ascemb1y at its twelfth session.
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(mor~ )

.. 17 ..D AGENDA

ThE:: Unitud nations Korean Reconstruction Agenc;r (UNKRA) 'VTaS set up by the

Assernt1y on 1 December 1950 to help the Korean people :r:elieve the suffering and

repair the dmnaae caused by the conflict in Korea. It is headed by an Agcnt-GeneraJ.,

~. General John B. Coulter, ~ho is assisted by ~n Advisory Conmittee consisting of

canada, ~d:la, thu United Kj.ngd.o1l3, the Uoit<::d states and Uruguay. Fund.s for UNKRA' s

operations come frcm voluntary coutr1butious by governments, non..members as well as

~mbers of tbe United Nations.

In this yea.rts report (Doe. A!3l95), the Agent General states that since its

inception UNRRA haG provided materials or technical a.ss:tstance for projects a.t

4,235 sites, and activii:.ies have b~en concluded at 3,249 locations. The cumulative

effects of international aid to Korea, including the UllKRA projects, nar~ now

eVid\'mt, tl the report states. Coupled 'With the efforts of the l{oreo.n government

and people, lIth2Y have resulted in a grea'cer degree of relative economic stability

at prc:sent than at any time since 1951. H

The report calls special attention to tIle past year's progress in industrial
.-

projects including ne~., cement and gla.ss plants, expanded paper production facilities,

and ne,v or rehabilitated cotton, wo olen and silk mills. With other UNRRA aid, mOl'e

~an 6,000 new housing units had been completed by 30 June 1956, 2,700 new classrooms

constructed and 1)000 oth~rs repaired, some 1)400 fishing boats built or repaired,

and 111 irrigat:i.on projects finished. Work on one of UNRRA t S largest projects .....

aNational Medical Center aided by three Scandinavian governments _.. beGan in 1956.

The Agent ,General reports that it appears likely that approximately

$146,000, 000 will be the limit of funds e.vailable to the Aecncy. Much of UNIffiA' s

~ork is expected to be completed by the end of 1956, and tho majority of the remaining

jects in 1957.
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Last cpring the Econot".ic and Social Council recommended to the Assembly thut
the AGent Gener~~ts annu~l report no longer placed on the Councilts agenda, sinc~

the time-table by which this report is issued each year for the Assembly makes

impractical an effective review of UNKRAt S "ork by tee Counci!..
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Draft Convention on Freedom of Informa.tion: Report of thr.; Economic and
Social "Council (resolution 840 (IX) of "17 December 195r~ and 'Economic and
'SOCi~ douncif (resoliu~!~n 574'0 ('XIX} of "a?) M~Y i955"- " ......

When the Azsembly takes up the question of approving an internutional

eonvention on fl'ccdom of information} it will have before it a recommendation of the

Econom.ic £!.Dd Social Council that consideration of the matter be dcferre~. ur.:til 1957,
(morc)

The r~J?ort of the la.te UN High Commissioner, Ir.c. G. J. van Heuven Goedhart,

covers the vTOrl< of his Office from May 1955 to May 1956 (Doe. A/3123!Rev,l).
The Assembly will also consider two addenda to the report: the first deals

exclusively with the effect of the short~fall in governmental contributions to the

UN Refugee Fund (~13EF)j the second gives an a.ccount of the vlsit by the 1.Jlte High
Commissioner to Latin America last spring and of the situation of the refugees under..
his mandate who have settled in Latin American countries.

The UU RefuGee Fund, established as a. result of an Assembly decision in 1954,
is financina a four..ycarprogrom to help refugees 'Tho a.re living in camps or who

have not yet been permanently est~bli6hed in their country of usylum. The financial

target for the period 1955"1958 has been set at $16,000,000, to be brought tog~ther

by voluntary contributions from governments and private sources.

The ad.dendum (Doe. A/3123/Add.l) to the High Commi.ssioner' 0 l"eport states that
Ion the assumption that governments 'Would contribute to the Fund in each of the years

1957 and 1958 approximately $2,500,000, the amount pledged for 1956, the total
Short-fall in governmuntal contributions could be expected to be approximately

$5,800,000 or 36.3 per c~nt of tbe total target of $16 million. As a result, the

report says, 11there are likely to be at the end of 1958 approximately 147,000
non-settled re1ugees within the mandate of the tuniCR, including 23,000 rClllgees
still living in camps, tor whom it will not be possible to finance permanent
solutions."

After discussing the problem ~b its 22nd session, the Ecoaomic and Social
Council urg~d governments to do everything in their power to sttppor'/:j the work on

behalf of refugees in the spirit in which it had been carried fOl~ard by the late

High Commissioner and, as a tribute to his memory, to bring it to a success~tl

conclusion.
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A note by the Secrotary-General (Doe. A/3l50) indicates the various documeute

~a resolutions concerning the histo~J of the draft convention on freedom of'

information.

At issue is a. draft convc;:ntion which was originelly prepared by a UN conference

in Geneva in 1948 and !'cviscu. in 1951 by an ad hoc oOOlDlittee of the General Assembly.

~e revised. text consists of a preamble and 19 articles.

In a resolution adopt~d last sprins, the Council noted with regret that

repacted discuscions on the dJ.~aft conveution in vario~s UN orgo.ns "have failed to

~roduce egr<:ement on a formula whj.ch would describe permissible li!rd.tatiotls on

free~om et infol'mation." The Council sta.ted that "in the a.bsence of a w'ide UC1lSUrF.'

~tl agre:)r4;~ut or the basic I'"t'ohlelllsinvoJvea) an ~.nterr:ationa1 conv0ntion Y·O"..lltJ. re
U!\1;.l.:ely to )?';'OV\3 a"l cf'fuctiVf:J instrument. 11 The Council thon concluded that

"furtb~r act,iou at this stage on the dral't conventio::l on freedom of i:nformatic.n wou'l d

be >;.npr:>t1i~~"Jlc . 11 and rocon::mendcd tbat the Aassemily ':consiCler the d.raft con'V'ent~.c';l

at :lts tl:eJ.ft~1. sescion in 'the hop;:: tha.t condit:tons will be D!o:oe favorabJ.e a-I;, that
H"'t:I "V'.u.u"" •

nended to the Assembly tb~t

~e Councilts agenda, sinc~

for the Assembly makes

Counci:!...

~esolutiona 428 (V)5 ,.. u

-
G. J. van Heuven Goedhal't,

(Doe. A/3123/Rev.l).
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;2. Draft international covenants on human rights (decision of the C'teneral
.J\SS,~'61Y:Of "1""4 December 3:25,5)' ...

The .draft covenants ot'. human rights -- one 0;0 civil and political. rights; the

other on econolllio, social and cultural rie;hts -- vere prepared over a. period of

severo.l yea.rs by the COlmnission on Human Rights, which completed its work on the

'~Y.tf] in ~954. The ti'iO covenant0 , which :tncll.tde a '!total of 83 draft articl'9s, deal

,~h Virtually e~e~~~ a.spec~ :>f the indi,~dual'3 life in society.

In 1954, the Assembly IS Tbil"d Con:.,·Ii.ttee devo'ced ;0 meetings to a. generr.l

1ebc.to on 'the coveu;ints. La st yea.r, i -lj vT~G ;;h~ lntc~~:lon of the Cornrnit·tee to

~iscus'3 toc cov~nc.nts, o.rlj:i.~lc oy art.i.cle, t1with a View to their adoption a.t t~e

ea'Cl;,~s'L posslb~,c date. It AlthOUgh 45 meetings were dC'·Joted. to the disoussioll ?'?:

the item, the Co:mui·t,t~e was e11e to adopt only the preambles to the cov~no.nts :l:ld

tce f'i:...~t crl~.cl~, j.f!enti~J;\..l in both iustrumen.to. ..

~lis arti ~le dos,J.s w:-til th~ ri~lt -vl ;pe-:1J.Las e.u~ ne::;icns to sGl£..de·~Grmimtion

and its inclusion and con'cents have been :'Ol"' years one of the Xttl.jor politioal

COlltroversies surround.in3 the draft covenants. A:f~er several weeks of debate, the

COOlnittee approved, by a vote of '3 to 12 'W~th 13 a.bstentions, a. text for the article

presented by a speo.ial 'Working group. The Assembly took note of the Committee's

teport and decided to continue its oonsideration of the draft covenants at its

eleventh session.

(more)
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The tej~t of the draft covenants can be found in Document E/2573 j an annotation

of each article, prepared by the Secretary-General, is contained in DocUI!lent A/2929;

and a compilation of amendments and additionaJ. articles proposed by the various

delegations will be found in Documents A/C.3/t.460 and Corr.l. A note by the

Secretary-General concerning this agenda item has also been distributed as Document

A/5l49.

item.

At its last session, the Assembly received a draft Convention on the Nationali..

ty of Married Women which had been prepared by the UN Commission on the Status of

Women. The purpose of the Convention is to pr8vent women who marry or iivorce a

(more)

34~ Draft Convention on the Nationality of Married Women decision of
the General Assembly of 1 December 1955

33. F:ecommen~i.£!?-~_c~ce;:ninSL,~~tio~~s~ct~~e. ri~b.t. of peoples
and nations to self-detel~uation ecision of the General Assembly of
1. December 19551
- I

This item was all the agenda of the Assembly's Third Conmrittec last year but

its discussion 1'1aS postponed because of lack of time. It relates to three proposals

for the establisJ.1.Incnt of new UN oTBans to deal '\vith the right to self-determination.·

The Commission on Human Rip~ts has recommended that the Ass~bly establish

two commissions: one to conduct a full survey of the status of the right of' peoples

and nations to "permanent sovereignty over their natural wealth and resources;"

the other-to examine alleged denials of the right to self-dctexndnation if any 10

member states so request. Furthermore, this commission would prOVide its good

offices for 'che peacefUl rectification of any situation it was required to ex~~ine,

and if wit~in six months the parties concerned could not be satisfied, the commiseion

;rould report; the facts and make recommendation to the Assembly.

The Economic and Social Council, in transmitting the tv10 proposals to the

Assembly, has submitted e. third proposal which 'Would have the Assembly establish n

commission of five persons appointed by the Secretary-General to conduct a thorough

study of the co~cept of self-determination.

In a statement to the Third Committee last year, the Secretary-General

expressed certain doubts regarding all three proposals. He enVisaged the establish­

ment of a committee composed of government representatives which would attempt to

reach agreement on basic principles. Once agreement had been reached, these

principles might, he thought, be applied by the United Nations in the solution of
.>

specific problems.

A note by the Secretary'·General (Doe. A/3l48) lists the documentation on this
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The Assembly's Third Committee approved the preamble and the three substantive

articles of the Convention. Tnese provide that neither marriage nor divorce shall

automatically affect the nationality of the wife and that a change of nationality

by the husband during marriage Sb01.11d not prevent the wife from retaining her

nationality. Moreover, a yTife w'ould be permitted to acquire her husband's

nationality through s~eciul naturalization procedures, if she wj,shcd, subject to

limitations "in the interests of national security or public policy." At the same

time, the situation would not be altered in countries ~hcre an alion wife may, as a

matter of right J acquire her husband's nationa.l1ty •

Last year, the Third C0mmittee referred the formal clauses of the draft

Convention to the Legal Committee, Which, in turn, aslr..ed for a more precise formula- .

tion of the request. As the session was near adjournment no further action was

taken, and the Assembly merely took note of the work done and placed the draft

Convention on the agenda of the eleventh session.

35. Infol~ation from Non·Self·Governing Territories transmitted under Article
,73 ,e, of the Chartel::: Re;pp.,Etsof the Sccreta;rY-,Genel'al and of the Committee
on Information from Non·Self-Governing Territories

• ' t 1.. _ t

(a) Informatj.on on educational cond!tions
_ •• 4 ..

Under Article 73 e of the Charter, member states administering non-self­

governing territories transmit annually to the Secretary-General statistical and

other information of a technical nature relating to economic, social and educational

conditions in the territories under their charge. This applies to territories

which have not been placed under trusteeship. Summaries and analyses of the

information prepared by the Secretary-General are examined each year by the

Assembly's Committee on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories.

At its seventh session held last spring, the Committee began it& third round

of discussions of economic, social and educational conditions in-tIle territories.

Each year, it gives special attention to one of these subjects. ~lis year's report

(Doe. A/3l27) to the Assembly is concerned with education. It covers such aspects

as general developments, vocational and technical training, primary and secondary

education, teacher training, local participation in development of education and

race relation~. The report also refers to a 1955 Assembly resolution inviting

UN members to extend offers of facilities for study and training to ~nhabitants of
'che territories.

(more)



AJ.iJNOTATED AGENI)A ... 22 .. Press Release GA/1365
23 October 1956

ANNOTATED AC
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In addition to devoting special attention to education, the Committee at its

seventh session also considered social and economic conditions in the non-self­

governing territories.

On this latter subject, the Assembly will consider a further report

(Doe. A/3J65 and addendum) by the Secretary-General conts.ining details of the offers

made and the extent to which they have been accepted.

(b) Information on other cond:.i. tionsL • .....~_... _
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Last year the Assembly expressed the opinion that an examination of the

progress achieved in the non-self-governing territo~ies since the establishment

of the United Nations "w'ould be highly desj.rable and should make it possible to

ascertain the extent to which the peoples of the non-self-governing territories

are advancing towards the attainment of the goals set in Chapter XI of the Charter."

The Assembly asked the Secretary-General, after consultation with the agencies

concerned, to submit to the elevunth Assembly "a report on the main points that

might be useful in such an extunination. 1l

36.

In 19~,6., the General Assembly listed 74 territories on ~1hich the governments

concerned declared their intent to tranGmit information under Article 73 e of the

Charter. Since then, a w~ber of these territories have attained indep,cndence or

fUll self-government so that the transmission of information has ceased. In such

cases! administering members ere requested to inform the A~sembly of the territory's

new status. The Assembly not only considers such communications; it also examines

the procedure for dealing with cases of the cessation of trancmission of' :i.nformation.

With respect to the 16 new members admitted to the Uni"tr.:d Nations in 1955,

the Secre~ary... Gencral, by letter dated 24 February 1956, reCJ.u~st(;d each of them to

indicate whether they he.d under their administration territories which fell within

the scope of Article 73 e.

Questions relating to these and other matters having to do with the transmission

. of information under Article 73 c, such as date of receipt of information, method

of transmission and ways of summarizing, analyzing and examining the in~or.mation,

may be raised and considered under this item.
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Tbe Secretary"General bas prepared a report (Doe, A/3196) containing sug­

gestions, not only on a synopsis of the proposed review, which would cover advances

t
f made during the period 1946 to 1956 in the economic, 80cial and educational fields J

but such rela~ed matters as the general nature of the review, various alternative

methods which could be followed in preparing it and the financial implications

involved. The report suggests that the review might be planned for submission

in 1959,
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The Committee on Informatiol1, wh:i.ch examines the summaries and analyses pre­

,.pared by the Secretary-General of' the information furnished on non-selt-governing

: territories under Article 73 e of the Charter J is composed of members transmitting ,

information and an equal number of non-administering members elected by the Fourth -~.

Connnittee on behalf of the Assembly•

At Iiresent, the committee oomprises Australia, Belgium, France, the Nether­

lands .. New Zealand, the United Kingdom a:uQ 'bhe United States (administering'

·members), and Burma, China, Guatemals l India, Iraq, Peru and Venezuela {non-

. administering members).

The terms of Burma and Guatemala expire in 1956 and elections will be held

to fill these vacancies •
• <:

In 1953, the Assembly estao~ished a seven~member committee to examine, within

the Scope of the former League of Nations Mandates System, annual reports and
i

petitions on conditions in South West Africa, It invited the Union of South Africa,

wMch was given the mandate for the territory by the League, to submit annual

reports on its administration of the territory and to cooperate ~th the Committee

in examining the report.. However, if no report wus furnished by South Africa, the

Committee WaG aSked to examine available information on conditions in the territory~

South Africa,has bonsistently maintained that the mandate has lapsed and, witb

the demise of the League, it recognized no other international obligations in

respect to its administration of South West Africa. The International Court of

JUBtice, however, held in its 1950 advisory opinion that the Union continued to

~ve 1nternational obligations, including the submission of annual reports and

(more)
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petitions to the United Nations. Negotiations between an Assembly committee and

South Africa toward implementing the Court's opinion extended over several years

but no agreement was reached. South West Africa is the only remaining mandate which
has not attained independence or been placed under UN trusteeship.

Since its establishment, the Committee has submitted two reports to the

Assembly on South Africa's administration of the territory. Its third report

(Doc. A/3l5l), as with its two preceding ones, was also based on information

compiled by the Secretariat. In each of the two earlier instances, the Assembly

renewed an invitation to South Africa to submit annuul reports and to cooperate
with the Committee.

In its latest report, the Committee voices not only It grave concern" over
existing conditions in South West Afric:.1, 1)ut "'profound misgivingo" as to the

future. Churacterizil"lg the situation as one which lIis neither in conformity with

the principles of the M'lndatcs Systsm nor with the Uni.versal Declaration of Human

Rights," the Committee Ci.l!'s:i.d,,=rs tbEl'O it "requires close reexamination ll by the

Assembly. It also deplo:l:'es South Af.i.~ica's continued r~fusal to cooperate.

Members of the Committee are BraZil, Mexico, Pakistan, Syria, Thailand, the
United States and Uruguay.

39. Admi!!ili1itY-2.f ..he!£!!!Zs of p~tii1£ncrs bUhe Coromittee on South
Wt;st ltt'l'ict.: '.:dh, ie:ory o'Oin1'/l1 of ·tho International Court of Justice;
i!~e§.&~t.!.~!J-!E}2·-C<TOf3Dec~E~er12~55)

In un aaviGo~y opinion given on 1 June 1956, the International Court of

Justice fOUhd it ~Grr.issible for the Assombly's Committeo on South West Africa to

grant oral hearin~& to petitioners on matters relating to that territory.

The last Acsembly had asked the Court whethor the grunting of such hearings

would be consisteut wjth the Court's adVisory opinion of 11 July 1950, and the

Court) in its furLber opinion, answered this question in the affirmative.

In 1950, the Court found that the Union of South Africa, which was given
the mandate for South West Africa by the former League of Nations, continued to

have international obligations in respect to the territory, including the obliga­

tion to forward petitions to the United Nations. ·

The Committee on South West Africa, established in 1953 on the basis of the

Court's 1950 opinion, was charged with examining reports and petitions relating
to South West Africa under a procedure which was to follow as far as possible
practice applied by the former League in respect to mandated territories. Since

the corresponding body of the League never officially held auyoral hearings,

although informal hearings with individual members were given on a number of
(more)
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40. The '!:2So~anp"']!lification pr<:b,lem. and the fu~~r~ of the trust ,ter.I,'itorJ:
of To oland under British administration: re orts of tho United
Nations Plebiscite ommissioner and of the Trusteeshi:e Counci.l
lli2.o~ut~~j1· 9!Ef r~1 Of ).~ ~:ec;~w~ef" l2~} I -

The future status of British Togoland, a UN trust territory in west Africa,

vill be determined 'by the Assembly in consultation with the United Kingdom which

administers the territory, This follows a plebiscite held in the territory on

9May 1956, in accordance with a decision of the last Assembly, when the people
voted on their country t s future •

The plebiscite carried out under United Nations aupervision is the first

ever held in a trust territory. It was held in "an atmosphere of absolute freedom,

impartiality and fairness, It according to the repor~ (Doe t T/l258) and Add.l) of the 'I

WPlebiscite Commissioner, Eduardo Esp1nosa y Prieto of Mexico. The issue facing

the electorate was whether they wished to be united with an independent Gold Coast,

or to ~eparate from that territory and remain under truat~eship pending ultimate

determination of its political future.

For over 35 years, British Togola~d, an area of 13,000 square miles with a
po~lation of 423,000, has been administered as an integral part of the neighboring

~ld Coast, a British co19ny, In 1954, the United Kingdom informed the United
llations tbat the Gold Coast was rapidly moving toward independence, and when it

attained independence, the United Kingdom would no longer be able to administer

~goland in the same manner as before. It invited the Assembly to consider the

~eBtion. Acting on the recommendation of a UN visiting mission, the Assembly

decided in 1955 that a plebiscite be held in British Togoland to ascertain the
n&hes of the population on their future.

When the Trusteeship Council examined the question last summer, it considered J

On the basis of the report of the UN Plebiscite Commissioner, that the majority of

too people of British Togoland had expressed themselves at the plebiscite in favor

of union of the territory with an independent Gold Coast, and not for separation

and continued trusteeship. The Council accordingly recommended that the trusteeship ..

8~eement for the territory should be terminated, effective upon the attainment of
independence by the Gold Coast.

The United Kingdom has stated that the Gold Coast is scheduled to attain its

'independence in early 1957.

. .. .- .
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When the Assembly takes up this question, it will have before it not only the

~eport of the UN Plebiscite Commissioner on the conduct and results of the plebis­

cite, but also the recommendation of the Trusteeship Council which was approveG by

13 votes to none, with one (Guat~mala) abstention.

41. Q~estion of the fro~tier between the trust territory of Somaliland
under Italian administration and Ethio ia: r8 orts of the overnments
of Ethio i8 und Ital resolution 47 X of 15 December 1 5

Last year the Assembly recalled its 1950 recommendation that the portion of

the boundary between the trust territory of Somaliland and Ethiopia, not already

delimited by international agreement, be delimited by bilateral negotiations

between the Ethiopian government and the administering authority. It also recalled

its 1954 recommendation urging the two governments to achieve a final settlement
of the frontier question by direct negotiations.

Considering "the progress wElde in the discussions between the governments of

the two countries since July 1955, tI and "mindful- of the patent urgency" of arriving

at a solution "as soon as possible, If the Assembly recommended "that the governments

of Italy and Ethiopia expedite their current direct negotiations so that the fron­
tier question may be settled as soon as possible."

The Assembly further requested the two governments to report on the progress
of these direct negotiations to the eleventh session.

\

42. Financial re12,op.ts and accounts, and reports of the Boa14 d of Aud:l.tors:

(a) United Na~ions, for the financial year ended 31 December 1255

• The report (Doe. A/;124) shows that obligations incurred for 1955 amounted

to $50,089,808 compared ~ith total appropriations of $50,228,000, At the end of

, the year there was an unobligated balance of $138,192. Receipts from miscellaneouS

income exceeded the anticipated amounts by $;65,051. Thus, total income credited

for the financial year represented by members' contributions and miscellaneous

incom~, $50,593,051, exceeded the total of obligations incurred by $503,243.

(b) Upited Natio,ns Children ',s Fund 1 for the financial lear ended
31 Decem1'>~r .1255

The financial report on urlICEF.(Doc. A/;163) shows that the principal of the

Fund on 31 December 1955 amounted to $;l,580j320, representing a net increase of

$3,353,663 in the level of the Fund during the year.

(mol'e)



(c) United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees :i.n the
Ne'itr East, for the financial year ended 30 June 1956 '

~le report has not yet been circulated.

(d) United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency, for the financial year
ende~ 30 June 1956

The report has not yet been circulated.

(e) United Nations Refugee Fund, for the financial year ended 31 December 1955

The report (Doe. A/3161t) sho~vs that as of 31 December 1955 the surplus in the
Fund amounted 'co $278,278. Expend:i.tures during the year amounted to $2,686,219.

43. §uppl~~~ntary estimates for -the financial year 1956

A report on supplementary expenses not included in the regular budget

appropriations for 1956 will be submitted by the Secretary-General in the course

of the Assembly session.

44. Budget Estiw~tes for the financial year 1957_. ---........ ........-.. ne__ _
The estimated gross bUdget (Doe. A/3126) prepared by the Secretary-General

totals $48,250,700. Income is estimated at $2,146,060, leaving a net bUdget of

$46,104,640. The 1957 estimate is $315,650 less than the approved appropriations

for 1956 totaling (having a net total of) $1~5,515,550.

The Secl'etary-General' s estimates have been review'ed by the Advisory

Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions ~vhich has submitted a report

(Doe. A/3l60) recommending an over-all reduction of $354,600 below the figure
proposed by the Secretary-General.

45. Appoin~~ents to fill vacancies in the membership of sUbs~diary bodies of
~he General Ass.embJ.j~:

(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Question1!

Three of the nine members of this Committee retire each year (Doc. A/3l;1).

Members ~vhose terms of office expire at the end of 1956 are Rafik Asha (Syria),

Andre Ganem (France) and T.J. Natarajan (India) •

(b) Committee on Contributions
..... i • •

This is a 10-member Committee whose members also retire by rotation and are

eligible for reappointment (Doe. A/313g). ~~llfuers whose terms of office expire

at the end of 1956 are Klaas B(5t)k (Sweden)" Arthur H. Clough (United Kingdom) and

~to~r Strauch (Brazil). (more)
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(c) ~oard of AUditor~

The Board consists of three members (Doe. A/3133). At each regular session,

the Assembly appoints an auditor to talte office from 1 July of the following year

for a three-year term. The eJ.ection this year will be to fill the vacancy caused

by the expiration of the term of office of the Auditor-General of Colombia.

(d) Investments Committee:
Secretarl~General

The Investments Committee consists of three members appointed by the Secretary_

General after consultation with the Advisory Committee on Administrative and

Budgetary Questions. The appointment is subject to the approval of the Assembly.

The vacancy caused by the expiration of the three-year term of Jacques Rueff,

Honorary Vice Governor of the Bank of France, is to be filled.

(e) United Nations Administrative T~ibun!!

The Tribunal is composed of seven m~mbers appointed by the Assembly for
three-year terms (Doe, A/3l35). Those members whose terms of office expire at the

end of lQ56 are Lord Crook (United Kingdom), and Jacob Mark Lashly (United States).
a.lso

It Will/be necessary to appoint one member to serve for the unexpired portion of

Victor M. P~rez-Perozota (Venezuela) term of office due to expire at the end of

1957. ~~. Perez-Perozo submitted his resignation on 15 February 1956.

46. Report of the Negotiatins Committee for Extra-Bud~etaryFund~

Certain of the activites of the UN and the ~pecialized agencies are financed
by voluntary contributions of member governments, Such activities, not provided for

in the regu~ar bUdgets of the UN or the agencies, include the Expanded Program of

Technical ASSistance, the United Nations Children's Fund, the UN Refugee Fund and

the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East.

To assist in obtaining funds for these programs, the Assembly during its tenth

session again requested the President to appoint a Negotiating Committee for Extra­

BUdgetary Funds to serve until the close of the eleventh Assembly session, The

President accordingly appointed a committee composed of Argentina, Australia,
Canada, Chile, France, Lebanon, Pakistan, the Uni.ted Kingdom and the United States.

The Committee's report to the Assembly (Doe, A/;194) recommends a new and

simplified procedure for obtaining funds to support theSe voluntary programs. The

new procedure would call for pledges to th~programs during Assembly sessions, thUS

enabling the Assembly to consider the reports of the respective activities "in the

light of more realistic information as to the possible level of contributions for

the ensuing year." (more)

•
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The report gives the following statement of pledges as at 15 September 1956:
At each regular session,

~ly of the following year

iO filJ. the vacancy caused

leneral of Colombia.
.

~ntment made bl the

Press Release GA/1365
23 Oc-tober 1956

2;,366,347
19,772,380

~ Relief and Works Agency
for 1955 - 1956
for 1956 - 1957 (la-month period)
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The costs of the United Nations are borne b~" all member states.' It is the

responsibility of the Assembly to determine, on the basis of a report from its

Committee on Contributions, the scale of nssessments -- expressed in percentages

of the total cost ... for all the members.

The report of the Committee on Contributions (Doe. A!3121) contains a recom­
mended n~~ scale of assessments for the apportionment of United Nations expenses.
among all 76 member countries. The revised scale, expressed on a percentage basis,
lncorpo~ates assessments for the 16 states admitted to UIf membership in December

~55 and would be applied for the years 1956, 1957 and 1958. It gives full effect
to the Uper capita" ceiling; that is, that the per capita contribution of no single

tember country should exceed that of the country bearing the highest assessment.
.

4B. !Jnit~d Natipns JOint, ..Stflf1 Pension Funel: annu~l report of the United ~ation~•.
Joint Staff Pension Board ,
....... bUSt

A report on the seventh session of the Joint Staff Pension Buard is contained

in Doe. A!3146. The financial statement for the year ended 30 September 1955 shove

tMt the principal of the Fund increased from $43,449,512 to $51,740,712 during
the year 11 Active membership at the same date was 9,001.

• Participants from the UN and six specialized agencies showed an increase of

~out 500 from 8,513. The report contains a recommendation to the Joint Staff

Pension Board for a brief amendment to Article III of the Regulations of the Fund.
~, Audit re orts relatin to e enditure b s ecialized agencies of technical

assistance funds allocated from the S ecial Account resolution 51 A VI
t • ..

of 12 Januar 1952

\

In 1952 the Assembly approved financial arrangements for the allocation of

~nds contributed by governments for the Expanded Program of Technical Assistance.
_._.__~_. " ~ (mo!'eJ.-
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Under these arrangements $10,000,000 of con'cribut10ns received for the secorAd
financial period were allocated on an agreed basis to the various participating

organizations. The balance was placed in a Special Account for allocation by the

Technical Assistance Board.

The audit reports called for under this item re],a'be to expenditure by special..

ized agencies of funds from the Special Accourrb.

50. Ac1m:i.nistrative and budgetary coordina'l:iion between the United Nations and
the specialized agencies: Reports of the Secretary-General and of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

i ••

A separate report on the 1957 administrative budgets of eight specialized
agencies will be submitted by the Advisory Committee during the Assembly session.

,
In its second report to the eleventh session (Doc. A/3160) the Committee

states that the total of the appropriations, as approved 01" proposed, amounts to

$42,166)948 making, with the figure submitted by the Secretary-General, an. aggregate

of $90,417,648 which 'che member states of the eight s~ecialized agencies and the

United Nations will be called upon to appropriate for 1951.

51. Registration and public~cion of treaties and international agreements:
Report oftheSOCi?e:Ptary-Goneral (resolution 966 (?c) of :5 pecembe~ J.955).

The re~ort (Doe. A/3l68) is a. continuation of the s'budy of possible measures

to effect econolUY and reduce delay in pUblication of treaties and international

agreements submitted by the Secretary-General to the Assembly at its 'tenth session

(Doc. A/2971).

52. United Nations salary, allowanco and benefits syst~m: Report of the Revi~~

:committ~e (l'e~~\ution 9~75 (x) :O:f' 15 D~ceIllbe:r. ~955l

The ll..membcr committee established. by the last Assembly to review the salary,

allowance and benefits system of the UN and the s~ecialized agencies, will submit

its report during the eleventh session.

Systerl of travel and subsistence allowances to members of organs of the
Unite£L Na.tions Jresolution 875 (IX) o~ :~ December ~95~I .•

':rhe Advisory Committee's report (Doc. A/3l6l) deals solely "with mattel"s
relating to travel and subsistence eA~enses, to the e~ol~ion.of the question of

.,.'
honoraria or remuneration to rapporteurs or othel'~embers of UN bodies. tl.,-

It recommends that tlas no new circumsta.n'Ces have arisen to warrant a. change

of position••• as from 1 January 1957, rates of allowances, to be determined by

the Assembly, should be applied uniformly to all eligible bodies, including the

International Law Commission. tl
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Report of the International Law Co~nt~sion on the work of itc eiehth session
4 • ....... ... •• I ... •

In 1949, the Assembly asked the International law Commission to study

simultaneously the regime of the high seas and the regime of territorial waters.

Then in 1953, considering that problems relating to the high seas, territor:i. al waters}

contiguous zones, the continental shelf and the ouperjacent waters are closely

linked, the Asoembly deci ded not to deal with any aspact of the regime of the high

seas or of the regime of territoria,l waters until all problems involved had been

studied by the Commisnion.

At its ninth session, the Assembly requestod the Commission to complete its

york on the regime of the high seas, the regime of territorial ~TO.tC11S and re1at~d

problems and to subm.i.t its final report to its eleventh session.

In its fina.l repor'c (Doe. A/3159), t,he Commission has grou:ved together all

fue rules it has adopted concerning the high oeas, the territorial sea, the

continental shelf, the contiguous zone and the conservation of the living resources

ef the sea. Each article is acicotI1J?anied. by a commentary.

The Con:miss:i.on recommends that the Assembly should summon an international.
conference of plenipotentiaries to examine the 1a.w of the sea, taking into account

n~ only the lecal but also the technical, biological, economic and political aspects

of the problem) and to embody the results of its work in one or more internationa.l

conventions or such other illstl"Uments as it may deem appropriate.

(more)

At its tenth session the Assembly asked the International Law Commission to

e~'Press its opinion on the amendment of Article 11 of the Conmrlssion' s statute

~lating to the filling of casual vacancies in membership.
•

The Commission considered a proposal that casual vacancies should be filled

by the Assembly ins'bead of by the Conuni sslon itself as has been the case under the

present wording of Article 11. But it decided not to adopt the proposal for the

~ason, that since tIle Assembly meets shortly after the session of the COttmi3Sion,

the filling of' such vacancies by the Assembly 'o1Ou1d be delayed, causing the

~ission to 'work for at least one session with the vacancy unfilled.
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(more)

These matters, which are covered in Chapter IV of the Commission's report,

include such questions as publication of the documents of the Commission,

cooperation with inter-American bodies, the date and place of the next session.

56. Draft code of offences against the peace and security of mankind
(resolution 89'7 {IX' of 4 Decem:ber 19541

In 1954, the Assembly considered that tIle draft code of offences against the
~

peace and security of mankind, as formulated by the International Law Commission,

raised problems closely related to that of the definition of aggression. It decided,

therefore, to postpone further examination of the draft code until the Special

Committee on the Question of Defining Aggression had submitted its report. This

report (see item 55) is expected to be before the Assembly at its forthcoming

session.
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55.

The question of defining aggression arose in the Assembly in 1950, and the

subject was referred to the International Law Commission for further study.

In 1951, the Commission decided that it was undesirable to defi~e aggression

by a detailed enumeration of aggressive acts aince no enumeration would be exhau6ti~,

A proposed general definition in abstract terms was also rejected by the Commission.

However, the Commission decided to embody a general, but not exhaustive, definition

of aggression in the draft Code of Offence Against the Peace and Securi'ty of Mankind

which it had been asked to prepare for the Assembly.

After extenSive discussions in its Legal Committee, the Assembly in 1952
set up a Special ComInittee of 15 members to prepare draft definiti.ons of aggression

or draft statements on the notion of aggression. That Committee met in 1953 but

did not reach any substantive decisions.

In i954, the Assembly established a second Special Committee of 19 members to

prepare a draft definition of aggression. The members are China, Czechoslovakia,

tbe Dominican Republic, France, Iraq, Israel, Mexico, the Netherlands, NonTaYJ

Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the Philippines, poland, Syria, the USSR, the United Kj.ngdom,

the United states and Yugoslavia.

The new Special Committee began a four-week session at Headquarters on

8 October 1956.
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The five~article draft code lists such offences as acts or threats of

aggression, preparation for the use of armed force against another country;

encouragement of activities calculated to foment civil strife or terrorist activities

in another countljrj crimes of genocide, ctimes against humanity, and violation of

the laws or customs of' '\-Tar.

The code places full responsibility upon the indivj.dual who COInldts an

offence. One of its articles reads: liThe fact that a person acted as head of state

or as a responsible government of:fici8,1 does not relieve hj.m from responsibility

for connitting any of the offences defined in this code. tI

57. Inter?!3'tioD;cJ. criminal ~iurisdiction(res,oluti9E.. 898 (IX) of 14 D~c,e!!lber 1954 l
The establishment of an international court to tr':{ persons accused of crimes

ooder international law has b~en widely discussed since the end of the first world

war. After the second ~lorld war, the establishment of the Nuremburg and Tokyo

Tribunals was considered in many quarters as a step towards that goal. Tnc criti­

cism was raised, however, that the establishment of special courts, whose terms of

reference were determined only after the commission of the acts they were to try,

might be interpreted as an arbitrary exercise of justice by victorious powers.

Taking this ~oint into conSideration, the Assembly, in 1948, invited the

Intern.ati~nal La1-1 Commission "to study the desirability and possibility of establish..

ing an international judicial organ for the trial of per~ons charged with genocide'

or other crimes over which jurisdiction will be conferred upon that o~gan by inter­

national conventions. 11

a
In 1950, the Assembly set up !sIJ0cial corcrnittee to prepare proposals on the

establisbment and statute of the proposed court. The special committee met in 1951 .

and drew up a draft statute, 'fhich was revised by a second special ccmmittee in.
1953. The maj.n proYisi.ons of the revised draft are: the court '\>Till be a permanent

body com~osed of 15 independent judges elected for a period of nin~ years; the

court will be competent to jutl.ge Iln13.t.ural persons whether they are constitutionally

responsible under public officials or privatle individuals, 11 no pe'~son shall be tried

before the court unless jurisdiction has been conferred upon the court by the state

or states of 'fhich he is a national and by the state or states in which the crime

is alleged to have been committed; the court will have power to issue warrants of

arrest; the accused shall be presum~d innocent until proved &liltYj he shall have

a fair trial; final judgments will require a majority vote of the judges partici­

~atiug in the trial, and seven judges will constitute 1uorum.

.-
(more)
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In view of the close connection between the question of defining aggression,

the draft code of offences against the ~eace and security of mankind, and the

question of an international criminal jurisdiction, the Assembly in 1954 decided to

postpone consideration of the question until it had taken up the report of the

Special Committee on the Qucst~on of Defining Aggression und the draft code of

offe~ces against the peace and security of mankind (see items 55 and 56).

59- The peaceful utilization of Antarctica: item proposed by India

On 21 Februury, India requested inclusion in the agenda of an item entitled.

"The question of Antarctica" (Doe. A/31l8). In a further letter, dated 12 September,

India asked that the title of' the item be changed to "The peaceful utilization of

Antarctica" (Doe. A/3ll8/Add.l).
The explanatory memorandum states India's belief "that in order to strengthen

universal peace it would be appropriate and timely for all nations to agree and to

affirm 'chat the area will be utilized entirely for peaceful purposes and for the

. general welfare." The memorandum adds that "ull nations should agree further to

harmonize their actions to these ends and to ensure also that no activities in the

Antarct.ica will adversely affect climatic and other natural conditions."
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At its ninth session, the Assembly e:\pressed its appreciation to the

International Law Commission for its work in the field of statelessness, particularly

the drafting of a Convention on the Elimination of Future Statelessness and of a

Convention on the Reduction of Future Statelessness.

The A~sembly asked that an international conference of plenipotentiaries be

convened to conclude I). convention for the reduction or elimination of future

statelessness as soon as 20 states have communicated their willingness to cooperate

in such a conference. The Secretary-General was requested to report on the matter

to the eleventh session.

In his report (Doe. A/3l89 and Add.l), the Secreta~J-Genernl info!~s the

Assembly that as of 28 September 1956 the following 17 member and non-mcmN~r states

had expressed thair willingness to participate in the conference: Belgium, Denmark,

El Salvador, Fra.nce, FoderaJ. Republj.c of Germany, India, Israel, Lebanon, Monaco,

Netherlands, ~orway, Spain, Sweden, SWitzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom and

Yugoslavia. ~lGrefore, the condition set by the Assembly for convening the

conference has not yet been fulfilled.

(more)
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60. A'PI!lication, under the e.uspices...2!. ~t,he.. U3E!e<!...Nf.l.tio~~.( of ,the pri~'lr:j l,!
- _..--Of eguo.l rights and self..de:termination of eoples in the e~tc.e at L le

p~atj.on of' the J;Uan of .QlJ?rus: item ~r:opo'sea bl dre,cce
.. ..,... ...

Greece first brought this i·tem to the Assembly in 1954, referring in its

explanatory memorandum to "the repeatedly and solemnly expressed will of the people

of Cyprus for union with Greece, which they regard as their mother country." The

Greek government requested that the p~ople of Cyprus "be allowed to express

thomselves on their future. 11

The Assembly considered the item and, on 17 December 1954, by 50 votes to

none with 8 abstentions, adopted a resolution, reading in po.rt: "The General Assembly,

considering that, for the tj.me being, it does not appear appropriate to adopt a

resolution on the question of Cyprus, decidE-s not to consider further the item••• "

In 1955, Greece again requested inecription of the item on the agenda.
Acting upon a recolTJlllendation of its General Cammittee, the Assembly decided, by 28

. votes to 22 with lO abstentions, not to include the Cyprus item on its agenda.-

On 1; March of this year, Greece again requested that the Cyprus question be

placed on the agenda of the e1eveD:th session (Doc. A/3120).

61. Question of amending the United Na.tions Ch~r·ter, in accordance with t,he
procedure latd dO'\f)"; in Article icE 'Ot the Charter, to increase the number
of non..permanent members of the Socurit~{ CoUncil and the n1.lIIiber 01' vott~S
required for decisions of the Council: it~m proposed by Al~geutina,
Eolivi~t E;x:azi1" Chile, Colombia,: Costa. Rica, Cuba,! 'cho Domini.can
~~public, ,Ecu.e:dor, El Salvador, Hait:i., Honduras" Panarea, Pa.x'ugtlay,
Peru, Sp~~n and Venezuela

In their explanatory memorandum (Doc. A/3l?;8), the 17 delegatj.ons note that

there was a substantial increase in the membership of the United Nations at the end

of 1955 and that it is probable that more members '\"ill be admitted in the near

future. In the light. of that, and t1wi th a view to maintaining a satisfactory

distribution in the membership of some of the principal organs of the United Nations

and. to facilitating the participation of new Members in the "'ork of' those organs, It

the 17 delegations said they were requesting inclusion of this item in the agenda..

Under tIle present Article 23 of the Charter, the Security Council has five

permanent members and six: non-permanent members, the latter elected by the General

Assembly for a period of' tHo years. Under Article 27, seven affirmative votes are

requi'red for a decision of the Council.

Article 108 of the Charter prOVides that amendments shall come into foree

"vhen they have been adopted by a vote 01' two-thirds of' the members of the GencroJ.

~sembly and ratified in accordance with their respective constit\ltional processes

!by tw~ ... thirds of the Members of the United Nations, including "1.1 the permanent

lbers of the Seourity Counc1.l."
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62. Question of' am.endi~g the Un!te.d.~~us C!:.t\rt~rJ i~..a.ecor.d~?ce lTj .th
the procc-.dure laid down in Article l0f[0'f, ~~e Chaz:.t~rl oo,t.o .:I.J.lcr.cas_~
the membership of the Economic....and Se ;i.al. Couo:~il: i'~em Ex:opose4
by ~gentina, BoJiviaL Brazilt~ile/ Colombia, Costa Rica!. ,Cu~~,

!pe Dominican Republic, Ecu~dor, El Salvador, H~~til Hundura~,

Mexico, pan."a.ma, ~are.~a¥,. p~ru,. §pain epd Venezuela

The explanatory memorandUJ1l (Doe. A/3139) of the 18 delegations is similar to
the one for the preceding item.

Under the present Article 61 of the Cbarter, the Economic and Social Council

consists of 18 members elected by the General Assembly.

63. Question of amending the Statute of the International Court of Justice,
in accordance with th~ rocedure laid down in Article 168 of the Charter:
a increase in the number oi~ judges of'the Internatfonai Court of Justice:,

The explanatory memorandum (Doe. A/:;14o) of' the seven delegations is similar
to the ones for the preceding two items.

Under the present Article , of the statute} the Court consists of 15 members,

no two of whom may be nationals of' the same state. They arc elected by the General

Assembly and by the Security Council from a list of persons nominated by th~ national

groups in the Permanent Court of Arbitration or by other national groups aPIJointed

for this purpose by their governments.

64. Que~tion of ~nending ,Article 2 of th~ §tatute of the Intern~'bional ~w
Commission to increase the memborship of the Commissj,on: item proposed
by Argentina, Eolivia t Brazil, Chi:Le, Colombia, cOS'taR'ica: CUba, .­
the Dominican Republic, Ecuador. El SalVador-t Haiti, Panama, Para.guay,
Eeru t sp~in and Venezu~l~ •

In their explo.ne,tory memorandum (Doe. A/;141), the 16 delegations state that,

in the light of the substantial increase in the membership of the United Nations,

nand with a. view to ensuring that in the comJ;losition of the IllternatiolluJ Law

Commission special attention shall continue to be given to the need for a satisfac­

tory distribution that will facilitate the participation of new Members in the work

of that body,1I they 't-tere requesting inclusion of this item in the agenda.

The International Law Commission was e~tablished by the General Assembly in

1947, at its Second Session. The Commission has 15 meniliers, elected by the Assembly.
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Inclus:~on ot' this item was reqv,ested by Greece in a. letter dated 11 September

(Doe. A/;J.8'"().

An explanatory memorandum hac not yet been circulated.

66. The quostjon of race conflict in South Africa resulting from the
i~o1ic:f6"s'Of"O.D~ih(dciof thu Gove·;.~nm~mt·of "th,; Un.Lon 'of South .Aft-ica:

JIiA1J111S' 11 P .-.. •..-...-.................... •

,i.:t.7!~:2~sed by Illd:taJ pak:i.S,tan an~~~~

(more)

Inclusion of this item was request~d by India in a letter dated 12 September

(roc. A/3J.90); and by Fa.kistan in l1 lcttur dc.ted 2'"( September (Doe. A/3190/ Add.1);

and bir Indol1~sj.a in a letter eluted 11 October (Doe. A/3190/Add.2).

Last year, the Assembly commended the th:t'ee-member Commission appointed

in 1952 to study the racial situation in the Union of South Africa, and noted

IlWith regr~t" that the South Africa.n government had "again refused to cooperate tl

with the Co!D.llrlssion. The resolution eXl')ressed concern that the South African

gov€'::onment Ucontinues to give effect to the policies of "a:p'arth~,U and called

upon the South African government to observe its Charter obligations.

Paragraphs - .. apl)roved by the.) Ad Hoc Political Connnittee - .. that would keep

the United Nations COlmnission in being and vTould request it to continue to keep

the situation under rovie~ and to report to the eleventh se~sion of the Assembly,

were deleted from the Assembly's resolutiol1 la.st yeur because of failure to obtain

the rl3quircd ·b~..ro-thirds majority.
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In their explanatory memorandum (Doe, A/3197), the 15 sponsoring dolegations

note that last year the Assembly, "ignoring the unfavorable recorr.mendation of the

General Committee," inscribed this item on its agenda and referred the item to the

First Committee. "SubsequentlY, and manifesting their conciliatory spirit," the

memorandum goes on, "the Asian-African states decided to accept a 1)1'01'080.1 to

postpone further cliscuss:ton of the Algerian issue at the Tenth Session."

They bad done so, the memorandum states, in the hope that France ''7ould

"negotiate 1'7ith the true representatives of the Algerian people a peaceful settlement

securing their legitimate rights to self-determination and independence. tI However,

this hope had been "frustra.ted," and in the year that had passed, "repression and

destruction have been intensified and the situation has worsened to the point" where

the 15 delegations say they ba-ye no altornative but to seek inscription of this

item on the Assenbly' s agenda again.

2. ~he que,stion of Wes'to Irian (West r{e't·~ G~inea. ): item pt:0posed by
Ai\~a.rdst~, Burma, C~bo,dia, C<:.~:lon, ~W~Z India~ Indon;esi6;,
Iran, Iraq, tT01'dan, ,}~bo.non, Libya, pali:is'lian~ Saudi Ara;bia, Syr~8:

and Yemen

This i tom was first brought before the Assembly in 1954 by Indonesia. The

resolution recommended by the First Committee at that session fUiled to win the

necessary two-thirds vote for adoption by the Assembly. Last yea:r' s resolution,

, np:provcd without objection by the Assembly, expressed hope that the negotia.tions,

Which meanwhile ha.d been started by the govermnents of Indonesia and the Netherlands,

would be "fruitful. It

In theil" explanatory memorandum (Doe. Aj'5200) , the 16 delegations who now

reques'c the placing of' this item on the agenda state that "more than two months of

, lengthy negotia.tions :f)\iled to produce the results envisaged,1l and that the relations

between Indonesia and the Netherlands have "deteriorated." The question of

West Irio.n (West New Guinea) "continues to be a cancer" between them, the memorandum

goes on, and Hin its ~Tider context, as an unresolved remnant of a colonial problem

it affects adversely the wbole complex of intel·national relations ,011th regard to

~. that part of the '\V·orld. If
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In i ts ex:pla.na'co~J memorandum (Doe. A/320l), the Argentine delegation states

its vj,e~., that "the corr..munity of nations lacks machinery to permit consultations

to b~ held mnollg them, or by all jointly, l1ith 'the necessa.ry speed and efficiency

when (l' situation arises which is likely to endanger jnternational peace or security.

A system of conoultation has been :I.n operation in inter-American affairs for

somE: yea.rs arid has demonstra'ted its effectivcn€:ss, the memorundwn goes on. The

Argentine gover:r'!lJ.(~nt belie'ves tha.t a similar procedure applied on a world..wide basis

would be an important factor in the maintenance of' J.nternatior..al peace" and

accordingly has requested inclusion of this i'tern in the agenda. and has submitted

a draft convention to provide 0. basis for discussion,

4. ~1£...over ....aj..\ ·tot.~ of tht: U~ited Ue.tiEEs annu?-l bu?§ct c~pcn~:ltux:e :
it\::m pro12oscd 1W 'bhe Uni,te,d .~r:~~om C$..,.qreat Bri'cain and Northern IrelO:D-~

In en explanE?tory memorandum (Doe. A/3202 )J the United Kingdom notes tha.t

in previous deb~t~s in the Assembly manymcmbera had expressed their concern for

maximum concentration of available resources on projects of imrr~diate urgency and

deferment Ol" elimination of those no longeX' m,'gont or essential.

The United Kingdom believestbat thin objective would b~ more readily atta1ne

if" bofore detailed considera:l:iion of the budget estimates, a. decision were taken by'

the Assembly on the total annua.l expenditure to be approved in order to assist the

Assembly in dotemining the most suitable priorities to be given the various

individual budgetary :i.toms proposed.

5. SUPP0l"'t from .Q::.cece for terrorism in C;y"Prus~ :l.tem_ PX:~p'~fZ~d b~

the Un:Jj.~a. I{i?~d01.ll of Great Brit.:::.~n and :Nol"thernIr~~

Inclusion of this item in th~ agenda was requested in a letter ~~ted

12 October (Doe. A/;20!~). The explanatOl"Y memol"andum has not yet been circUlated.
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