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. .
ANNOTAT.IDD. AGEIIDA FOR 'n3E [lENTH"~G~ SESSION

OF THE GENERAL ASSElvtBLY .

The·General Assembly's rule~ of procedure stipulate that the provisional
. t' .

agenda for a:regular sessi~n.shall be drawn up b¥ the Secretary-General and com-

municated, to the members of t~e United Nations at least 60 days' before .the .opening

of the session.

For th~ tenth regular sess ion of tbe General Assembly, scheduled to convene
" -, .. ,

... at UN' Headquarte·rs ..at .;~~oo p.m•. on 20,September, .a. p;rovis1onal aGenda: c.ontain·ing
. • I • ....... ••• •

58 ite~' was issued on:' 22~ JulY;' (Doe'. A/2915). A l-is,t of 11. supplementary· items

(Doe. A/2942) was isslied' on 29 AUGUst. ' .'

Acco~~g to the 'rules of procedure, the p~ovisional agehda of a .regw.ar

seas ion shall include: (a) a report by the Secretary-General on the' wo;~,of the
'.

Organization; (b) reports from the.. prinoipal,organs of the UN as well as s"1-b-

sidiary organs of the General Assembly ~d·cert~fu spec.i~i1~ed agencies; , (c). '

all items which', the Assembly ~ at p~e;vio.us sessions, h~s ordered to be incl~ded;

fd) "all items proposed by the ot:q.sr p~:tn'Cipal org~s of the 'ON; ,(e) all It,ems

_ proposed by any member of .the UN; ,( f) all 1tame .pertaining to the buqget for
, ,

the next financial year and the report on the accounts for. the last fi~ancial

year; (g) all items which the secretary-General deems it necessary to put' before

'!ihe Assembly; ap.d (h) all items proposed',' under the Oha:rter; by states not
... •••• • . l'

.: .\membersof the united Nations. ': "... ..
• '... '. I •.••

A rule on suppJ.ementary '1te~ prOVides that anY member or' princil'al organ

of the UN or the Secretary-General may, at least thirty days before' the- date

fixed for the opening of a reguJ.ar session, request the i.l;l!?lusion of supple,-
" 1'. •

mentary i terns in the agenda." These .i teme' Q'e placed on·a suppl.ementary, list,

whic~ is cO~~1cated'td uN n:embers at least 20 days before the date fixed for

the opening of the session. - .
. . .;.
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Another rule allclta the inclusion ·~t ~d.ci:t~io*~lti~~W! hOf an important and. . '

urgent character," proposed less than 30, days before the opening of a regular

session or during the session, providing the Assembly so decides by a majority ot

the members present and voting. Such items may not be considered by the Assembly

until a connnittee has ~eported upon the question concerned and until a period of

seven days has elapsed after inclusion of the item (unles's' the Assembly decides

otherwise by a two-third.s majority).

Items for the Assembly's tenth regular session are listed belm1 .1n the order

in which they appear in the IJi'ovis10nal agenda and the supplementary list. This

is not necessarily the order in which they will appear on the agenda as adopted by

the Assembl;y. The notes on each item a:::'e given a~ background information.

ANNOTATED AGEm>A,

ITEMS ON THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA
i

1. Opening of the session by the Chairman of the delegation of the Netherlands-
The Chairman of the delegation from which the President of the previous

session was elected presides until the Assembly elects a President for the new

session. Dr. Eelco N. van Kleffens, of the Netherlands, was President of the Ninth

Regu~ar Session.

2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation

Rule 64 of the Assemblyl s rules of procedure provides that, 11 immediately after

the opening of the first plenary meeting and immediately preced:.ng the closing of

the final plenary meeting of each session of the General Assembly, the President

shall invite the repres~ntb.clves to observe one minute of silence dedicated to

prayer or meditation. n

3. Appointment of a Credentials Committee

This Committee consists of nine members appointed on the proposal of the

temporary President. It examines the credentials of representatives and reports

to the Assembly.

4. Election of the Pres ident

The President is elected by secret ballot and by simple majority. There are

no nominations. Past Presidents of the Assembly are: Paul-Henri Spaak, of

Belgium (First Regular Session); Oswaldo Aranha, of Brazil (First Special 3e881oo

and Second Regular Session); Jose Arce, of Argentina (Second Speoial Session);

Herbert V. Evatt, of Australia (Third Regular Sess ion) ; Carlos P. Romulo, of the

Philippines (Fourth Regular Session); Nasrollah Entezam, of Iran (Fifth Regular

Session); Luis Padi:I;la Nervo, of Mexico (Sixth Regular Session); Lester B. PearllOll

(more)



.lIPr~·e·ssIBl!!!R!!.tIII!eieaseGAl~~
2 September 1955

of Canada (Seventh Regular Session); Mme. V:1jaye. LakShm1 Pandit, of India (Eighth
" '

Regular Session), and Eelco N. van Kleffens, of the Netherlands (N:1nth Regular

session) •

5. Constitut:i.on of the Main Committees and election of officers

There are six Main Connnittees, genera,J.ly known by their numbers: the First

(Political and Security); the Second (Economic and Financial); the Third (S~cial,

Humanitarian and Cultural); the Fourth (Trusteeship and Information :from Non­

self-Governing Territories); the Fifth (Administrative and Budgetary)" and the

Sixth (Legal).. All ,60 United Nations member nations are represented on each of

the Main Oommittees, to which are referred items falling within their fields of

competence.

The Assembly, acting directly in plenary meetin~s, deals with items which,

for a:ny reason, are not referred to a Committee. The Main Committees discuss pro­

posals in detail and report to the Assembly with their recommenna.tions.. On these

recommendations, the plenary Assembly takes final action" A two-thirds majority

vote of those present and voting is required in plenary meetings for resolutions

on important questions, but voting in the Committees is by simple majority, except

to reopen discussion on a question, for which So two-thirds majority is needed.

Since many agenda items are primarily of a political character, the Assembly

has decided, at every session since the Second, to establish an ad hoc Political

Committee to share the work of the First Committee. At the Seventh Session it was

agreed that the Chairman of the ad hoc Political Committee should participate with

a vote in the proceedings of the General (or steering) COl1lIllittee ..

Each Main Committee is required to elect a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and a

,Rappol'teur. Meeting in turn as each of its Main Committees, the Assembly itself

elects the Chairman of those Committees by secret ballot. Candidates may be

nominated from the floor, but voting is not confined to those so nominated. The

other officers are similarly elected, generally at the next meeting of each

COlllDlittee. Rule 103 of the Rules of Procedure provides that Committee officers

"shall be elected on the basis of equitable geographical distribution, experience"

and persanal COIDIJetence .. n

Chairmen of the Main Committees and the ad hoc Political Committee do not

vote, but other n:embers of their respective delegations may vote.
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.
6.: Elactiop. of Vice ..Presidents .,

t '. , ( ,....... l'" . : .

• The Assembly el~cts seven Vice"'F.r.~s:idents by simple majority and ~e6ret
~ . $ .' '. .' •

ballot. The President of the Assembly j the V.1ce ..PreSidents', and the Chairmen of

the Main Committees constitute the General Committee. In electing the vice-Free!.

, dents, the Assembiy pays regard ·to ensurlbg, .the ,I1epresentative character of the
. '

General Committee. Member countries 'are elected, not individuals. The 'heads of

the delegations, of the countries elected serve as Vice-Presidents ..

7., ~'?tificat1on by t,pe Secretary:-Qenel"al, under Article 12 z.. para6raph 2,
of the Charter '-
This article of the 'Charter requires the 'secretary-General, l'1ith the consent

of the Security Council, t·o notify the Assembly at each session of any matters

relative to the maintenance of international peace and security lolhich are being

dealt "With' by the Security Counc'il. '.

8. Adoption of the agenda
i ,

"

All the ite~ subm:"~tted for inclusion in the agenda are considered by the
. t·. . . . . .

.G~neral COmmittee, which repqrts to ,~he Assembly with its reC';onnnendations. The. ', .
Assembly adopts the agenda by a ~ajority of members present and voting.

': .. '

9 • Openirig of the general ,debate' " ,

At the beginning of each session ,of the Assembly, there is a general de'bate

in which the peads of delegations usually express the views of their count~ies on

problems ,of common concern to the membership of the United Nations.

10. Report, of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization_, Jl'

The Charter requires the Secretary-Genera.l to report annually to the Assembly

on the work of the Organization as a whole. The report for the period from 1 July

1954. to 'SO June 1953 (Doe. A/29ll) deais with eve'!'y aspect of 'United Nations

aotivity under s1.'C broad headings -- political and security questions, developments

in the economic and social field, questions concerning trusteeship and non-self-

.governinG; territories, legal questions, development of public understanding, and

administrativ-e and bud.getary questions.'

11. ~epol't of the Security Council

, Th,e report (Doe. ,~/2935)* covers the period from 16 July 1954 to 15 July 1955

and was adopted by the .Sequrity Council at a closed meeting on 11 August. The

Charter requires the Council to submit euch annual reports, and as in other years,

(more)
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the report is a summary of res'o1utio~s,..~.it-;pproved or rejected and l).l1 account of the

broad lines of debat~. The ,pra.~~ic~ '~o ','fa~ :ts' i~r 'the A6~embiy simply to nt~ke

note" of the report '.
. ,

12 • Report of the EconOmic and Soo1al Counci1
• I b

Each year the Assembly e:::amines the work of the EcOnomie and Social Council

and ita subsidiary organs 'CD. the basis of the Council's annual report. The

Council's report'this year' (Doe. A!2945)* covers the period from 6 AUBust 1954 to

6 August 1955, in which the Council held two sessions,

TheJl~ssemblyts usual practice has been to refer individual chapters of the

report to its a:ppropriate committees for detailed examination. Besides economic ,

aocial and human rights questions, the Council's repOrt deals with organizational

matters, coordination of the work'of the United Nations and specialized agencies,

and reltations with these agencies. Other parts of the report deal with non...

governmental organizations in consultative relationship with the United Nations and

with financial implications ot the Council1s actions.

13. ~eport of the Truste~sh:tp Council

The counC~l' El annual report (Doe. A/2933)* on its activities under the inter­

national truateeship system covers its 15th session, held j;~roIll 25 January to 28

March 1955, and its 16th sess ion, held from 8 June to 22 July 1955. The report

describes the Council's annual review of conditions in the'll trust te~ritor1es:

Tanganyika, Cameroona and Togoland under United Kingdom administration; Cameroons

and To(~oland under French admjnistration; Ruanda-U:r.und1 1ll1der Belgian a.dmini­

stration; Somaliland under Italian administration; Western Samoa under New.
Zealand administration;' Nauru and New Guinea under Austtoalian administration, and

the Pacific Islands· under United States administra'tion.

Other chapters of the report deal with such questions as the examination of

petitions; the organization' of two vis1ting missions 1n 19,55 to the trust t~rr1-
. . .. . . . . ..

tories in West Africa; the, Togoland unification problem; administrative unions

affecting trust territories; the question of participation of the indigenous in­

habitants of the trust' territories in the' work of the a,ouncil; offers of scholar­

ships for the educational advancement of the people of the trust territories, and

. the question Of attainment by the trust territories of the, objective of self­

government or independence., The, repor.t also,deal~ with'organizational matters.
• ' • I

_ (more) "
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14. Election of three non-Jjer:LJnnent ,linembep!3 p:+ ~he S~cur1ty Council

The Security Council consists of f1ie permanent members (China, France, the

USSR, the United Kingdom and the United States) and six non-permanent members

elected b~y the Assembly for two-year terms. The terms of Brazil, New :L.ealand and

Turkey expire at the end of 1955. Election is by two-thirds majority on a secret

ballot. The Charter calls for attention to be paid to "the contribution of

Melllbers of the United Nations to the maintenance of international peace and

security and to the other purposes of the Organization, and also to equitable

geographical distribution." Retil"ing members are not eligible for illlDlediate re­

election.

The three other non-permanent members now on the Council which will serve

until the end of 1956 are Belgium, Iran and Peru. .

So far, the following non-permanent members have served on the Council:

Argentina (1948-49)

Australia (1946-47)

Belg:um (1947-48, 1955-56)

Brazil (1946-47, 1951-52, 1954-55)

Canada (1948-49)

Chile (1952-5:J)

Colombia (1947-48, 1953-54)

Cuba (1949-50 )

Denmark (1953-54)

Ecuador (1950-51)

Egypt (1946, 1949-50)

Greece (1952-53)

India (1950-51)

Iran (1955-56)

Lebanon. (1953-54)

Mexico (1946)

Netherlands (1946, 1951-52)

New Zealand (1554-55)

Norway (1949-50)

Pakistan (1952-53)

Peru (1955-56)

Poland (1946~47)

Syria (1947-48)

Turkey (1951-52, 1954-55)

Ukrainian SSR (1948-49)

Yugoslavia (1950-51)

15. Election of six members of the Economic and S,",cial Council

Si."{ of' the 18 members of the Economic and Social Council retire each year

after complet ing three -year terms of office. Elect ion is by secret ballot, and a

two-thirds majority is required. Retiring members are eligible for immediate re­

election.

The present members of the Council are Argentina, Australia, China,

Czechoslovakia, the Dominican Republic,.Ecuador, Egypt, FrarJ.ce, India, the Nether­

lands, Norway, Pakistan, Turkey, the USSR, the United Kingdom, the United states,

Venezuela and Yugoslavia.
(more)
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The six whose terms of office expire I1t the end ,of this year are Australia,

~Ind:la, 'T,urkey, the United stateElJ' Venezuela. and Yugoslavia.'

16 Eleotion of two members of'the'TrUsteeship Council
.• _loa. ,.. . _ ---..---. .

The Trusteeship Council consists of United Nations members adniinistering trust

territories, :permanent meinbers ~t the SecnU::ity"Council which d.o not 'administer trust

territories, arid as manY other non~admin1ster:ing~Ol.intr'2es,.'elected b~ the 'AsSe~bly
for three -year terms, as are requ:t'red to' ensure on the Comic'!l '~ 'equal number' of

countries which administer trust territories and of those whfch do not.
••• • " , .." • " ...., '"'*'1°0' • ' '.

The present members of, the Councilara Aus,tralia, Belgium, France, New zealand,

the Unite'd iciD&rdom and the United States' (administering members); China and tne'

uSSR'(non-admihistering :permanent'members of the SecUrity a,cuncil), and El Salvador,

Haiti, India and Syria. The two members' whose terms expire 'at' the end of 1~55 are
, , .

El Salvador and Syria.
• • , • 0, ... t',

Elected members' of the Council are elig~ble for\ 1nJmed~.ate re ~election when their

terms expire" Election is by se("!'et ballot and by a two":thirdiJ majority:
. .

17. Regulation, limitation and balanced reduotiQn of all armed forces and 8:11
armaments. Oonclus

l

1onof an international'convention (treaty) on the reduction
of armaments and the prohibiti0n of, atomio hydror~en and other wea-pons' of mass
destruction; re ort of the Disarmament Commission r~solution 808. A JXof
4 November 1954

, .
At its nintli session, the General Assembly unanimously adopted a.'resoluti~n

calling for' a" "further effort ••• 'to reach agreement o~ 'c6~prehensive and coordinated

proposals to be embodied in a 'draft '1nt~rnatIonal disarmament convent'ion ••• " The

res'olu.tion was s:ponsored jointly by Canada, France, the USSR, t'he united' KiiJ.gdoni"and
, 'I'" t • • •. ~ •

the Un:'..ted States. •

The ,Assembly asked that the convention provide for (a) the re.gula:hion, .11m1­

tatioii and"'majOr'reduction of all armed. ior~es and 'all conventional a.rm~ent's.;

(b)' the 'total prohibition of the use and manufacture of nuolear 'weapons and 'weapons

of 'mass destruction of every type, 'to~ether with the convers,1on of' existing stocks

of nuclear 'we~PQhS for :peaceful purpo~es; ~~ (c) the establishme~t"of·affect:i.~e'
.1 ,... ~ '.: ' ••••

international control, through a control organ with rights, p'owerEi' and functions:

adequate 'to guar'antee the 'effec'ti~~; Ob'Sez.vence of 'the agreed :reducti6ns or" all
• • t .. f...·. .

, armaments and 'armed forces and 'the prohibition of nucleal" and other wea>pol1s of'masB

destruot'ion, EW:d to' ~nsure''the'~e ·or ~~tomic ~nergy for peaoeful' pUrposes' oniy. .

The Assembly requested the Disarmament'Commission to reconvene its Subco~ittee

established by Assembly resolution 715 (VIII) of 28 November 1953 for the purpose of

(more)
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seeking uan aoceptable SO~U.tiol1 of the tt:1aatlb1Siuent problem. Tbe SUbconnn1ttee tl&il

asked to take into account the various proposals made in the Subconnnittee in 1954

and at the Assembly's ninth session.

The Subcommittee, composed of Canada, Franqe, the USSR, the United Kingdom and

the United states, met in London between 25 February and 18 May 1955 and then

a.djourned until 1 June when it met briefly at'tJ1'l Headquarters in New York.

The Su~comm1ttee resumed its meetings in New York on 29 August. It will re ..

port to the Disarmament, .Cpmmission which in turn will submit a report to the

Security C01.Ulcil and to the Assembly 1s n~th session.

18. International Conference on the Pea.ceful Uses of Atomic Energy: report of
the SecretarY-General (r.eso],ution 810 B (IX")-or"4December 1954)

This item stems from the Generalli.SSembly resolution adopted unanimously on

4 December 1954 in connection with the US-sponsored item en.titled "International

Cooperation in Developing the peaceful Uses of Atondc Energy."

In the resolution, the Assembly called for an international technical con..

ference of governments to explore means of developing peaceful uses of atomic

energy through international cooperation.

In particular, the resolution continued, the conference should study the

development of atomic power and consider other technical areas -- biology, medic:lne,

radiation protection and fund~mental science in which international cooperatioo
. ,

might be accomplished most effectively..

The resolution invited all n:embers of the UN or the specialized agencies to

participate in the conference and to send experts competent in the atomic energy

field. 'I'he interested specialized agencies were also invited to be represented.

It we.S left to the Secretary-GaIlaral, with t:qe advice, of a special committee, to

determine the site, issue invitations, prepare the agenda and provide the necessary

staff and services.

The committee appointed under the resolution comprised representatives of

Brazil, Canada, France, India, the USSR, the United Kingdom and the United States.

Finally, the Secretary-General was requested to circulate a report on this

conference to all members of the UN and to other governments and specialized

agencies participating in the conference.

The International Technical Conference on the Feaceful Uses of Atomic Energy,
called for by the resolution, was held in Geneva from 8 to 20 August J.955. Inv1...·

tations were sent to all 60 UN members and to 24 countries which were members of

(more)
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specialized, agencies bUif not of the .UIlited Nations., As a result, 73 statef' and
.' . . .... . ~ . . '

eight sIJecialized agencies were represented at the conference" with 1, 400 dele-

gates and J., 400 observers in attendance.
. .. . .

:A total of 1,129 abstracts' and 1,071 technical papers were submitted by'59

oountries, fOUr sIJeciaJ.ized agenoies' and" the united" Natio~s itseJ.f. ' '

The Secretary-General's report oI;L this conference is not yet available.

19. The Korean questi~n (resolution 811 CA) of 11 December 1934)

The UN'Commission'for the Unification and Reh~bilitat1on of Korea was.
establIshed by the General Assembly on 17 October i950 ~ It consists of Australia,

. . "

Chile, the Netherlands" Pakistan" the Philippines, Thailand and Turkey. One of

its functions is to represent the United Nations in helping to establish a un,-ried,
, , .

independent and democratic government of all Korea. The annual report of the
. .'

Commission to the General AssemblY has' not yet been issued.
" on 11 December '1954, ' , , . '
.:~t its ninth sesslon"jthe ~ssembly adopted a resolution which note~ that th~,

negotiati~ns at the Kore'an Political Conference, hel~ in Geneva from 26' April to

15 June 1954 J had not re'sulted in agreement on a final settlement of the Korean

question in accordance with the UN obJect:J.ves in Korea. The Assembly declared that
, .

these objectives should be achieved by peaceful methods and note~ tha~ tne Korean
, . .

Armistice J\.greement of 27 July 1953 provided that ,it shall !'emain in force until.

"expressly superseded wither by mutually acceptable amendments and additions or

by prl)vision in an"appropriate ~greenJ,ent for a pf?8ceI'ul settlement at a political

level between both sides. It

The Assembly also approved the report of the Korean Political Conference and

expressed the hope that it soon would be poss ibIe to mak~ progress toward the,

objectives of the United Nations in ,Korea.
• J



On 29 June 1955, it was announced that the secretary-General had. designated

Luia de Faro Jr., of Brazil, to carry 6ut the functions called for by the

~ saembly1s resolution. The S'ec're'tary-General's report to the Assembly has not yet

been circulated.

21. Admission of new Members to the United Nations: reports of the Security
Council and of the 'Committee .of Good 'Off:iC'eSTresolution 817 (]X) of
23 Novembe~ 1954) .-
In 1953, the General Assembly established a Cormnittee of Good Offices, con-

sisting of Egypt, the Netherlands and Peru, "to consult with members of the

Security Council with the object of exploring the possibilities of reaching an

understandinG which would facilitate the admission of new Members in accordance

with Article 4 of the Charter."

Last year, the Assembly asked the Committee of Good Offices to continue its

efforts. The Assem'bly also decided to send the pending applications back to the

Security Council UfoI' further consideration and positive recommendations,u and

suggested that the Council "consider the desirability of invoking the provisions

of ;paragraph 2 of article 28 of the Charter to help resolve the problem. U This is

the paraGraph providing for uIJeriodic u meetings of the Council, at which Members

of the Council may, if they so des ire, "be represented by a member of the govern·

ment or by some other specially designated representative."

The reports of the Security Council ana. the Committee of Good Offices on this

question have not yet been submitted.

22. Report of the Director of the United Nations Relief and ~'lorks Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (resolutions 302 (Tf) of 8 December 1949
and 818 (IX) of 4 Decemcer 1954) .

LaSlj year, the General Assembly adopted a re~olution extending the mandate of

the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East

for another five ~?ears, until 30 Ju..'1.e 1960 ~ without prejudice to the refugees' right!

to reIJatriation or compensation. A relief budget of $25.1 million and a rehabili­

ta.tion budget of $36.2 mj.llioL were approved for the fiscal year ending 30 ,-Tune 1955

One provision in the resolution requested the Governments of the area to

continue to cooIlerate with the Direotor of the Agency in seeking &"'ld carrying out

projects ca~able of supporting substantial numbers of refugees.

(more)
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The operations of ~TA at'e financed by v:oluntary ·oontr1bu1iions·by Un:l:teC}.:·

Nat19ns .Memqers .. Ontl,ie AgeJ;J.Cy t s :rQlls are .X/lore than '887,,000 refugees ;E!6attered

, . over more. than 100,.;OQO squ.a,re mi.·.:J,.~s '1nEgypt, Lebanon; ,Syria.ahd. JordaD,. ',"
i ',' 0'_' ,

The res.oluti.Qu, asked.,' the':I?irec~tQ:P of'. the Agency; in C;ohs·u1t~ti0n.with hi.l.s

nine-n~tion Adv;1so~~ C.C'rill!D.ission, to 'stu.dy e,ndrepoX't uPQn the problem of aid for

"other c:taimants <Cor..·:;r,elief, part1ctr1al'ly eh:tldren ~md ;needy inhabitants of

village~, a:I-ong. the de~arcat·~on.:J,in~s." ., . .

T!le 'Director of UIIJRWA, Henry R. Labouisse., .has not ye,t submitted .hie. repor.t

to the tenth s'ession ot' the Genera~ Assembly.: The· memberS" of·the Agency's Advisory

Commission are BS'lgium, EB.Ypt,' France,' Jordan, Lebtmon, Syria, 'Turka,Y," the United

Kingdom and ·tl;l.e United' St.ates.

'23.' The question' Of rac's' corif11ct in South Afric'a resulting from the policies of
anartheidof the~v~riimen:tof the Union of South Africa: report; of the.'
United Nations Commission on the racial situation in the Union of South
Africa (l'esolution 820 (IX) of' 14 ~eCelliber 1954}

Last year, the Gemeral As'semblJ-" commanded the' three-1nember Commission,

appointed in 1952 to 'study the rac1al situationfn the Union of South Africa,' and

noted u''1ithregret'' that the Government of the' Union of South Africa had Itrefu~ed

to cooperate" with the Commission. The South African Government was asked to

recOnsider·~tS·'pOSit10?~·).. inthe light of the:,p~~C:Lples expressed in·the United

Nations Charier, an9-' to"''take 1Jito 'corisideration the suggestionsof~the Commission. \ ,. ...
for a· peaceful settlement of the racial, problem in South Africa.

The Comm;ission was. asked to keep the problem under review and to. report to'

:the Assembly again at its t'enth ~ess1on. The Commission's 'report :tIas not yet :peen

submitted.

Members o. ~he Commission, who, serve in their pe~sonal capacities and not as

representatives of their governments, are: ,Hernan Santa Cruz (Chile), Chairnlan and.

Rapporteur; 'Henri Laugier (France)., and Dantes ~Bellegal'de (Haiti).

24. Economic development Of underdeveloped countries:

(a) Question nf the e'stablishment of a s'P.e6'ial United Nations fund for
economic developmen.t:, report submitted in ,accordance "With resolution,
§?2 (IX) of 11 December 1954 ,.', _.

, . .. . .
At its last session, the Assembly unanimously expressed the hope 1?hat a special. . . .-

United Nation~ fU?d for e~onqm:tc development be es~ablished as soon ~s practicable,
. . . . . . ..

, and extended, the ~:r;>poin~ment.of ;Raymond Scheyven, a fo~er .presid~nt of the EcpI+('Dlic

an~ .Social Council, "for ano~he~ ;ear i:t;l o~de:r: :that:h~ ,mi8~t. continu~ ~iS 'c~n- ...... .. . .. . .... .... ..
sultations with governments and elicit their,viewe on the support which might be

•'. t • • ~. • ..... .' •.; ... • . ~. • • .. . •• .. ::.'.o'. '. . J • •• , ,.f _ . •

, (m?re)



expected from them for such a' fund.

The Assembly asked him to pre:pare.; with the assistance of the Secretary­

General and an ad.·,h~ group of experts j ~ further report givinG a full and precise

picture of the form or forms, functions and responsibilities which such a fund

might have, and eSIJecially the methods by which its oIJerations might be' integrated

with the development plans of the cOtmtries receiving assistance from it. Mr.

Scheyven was asked to report first to the' Economic' and Social';Council and then to

the Assembly which would thus have the comments of the Council before it also.

After studying his report (Doe Cl A/2906), the' Council recoinmended that the

Assembly (a) invite'governments of the United Nations and specialized agencies

to give careful consid.eration to the report in question and 'to transmit their

views. oIl: the eXIJerts' recommendations on the establishment, ope~at.ion and manage-. "

ment of the proposed special fund to the SecretarY·-General,. not later than

31 March 1956; (b) establish an ad hoc committee to analyze the c'omments of
. ' .

governments and to submit an interim repo~t to the Council's 22nd session

(mid-1956) and a final report to the Council's 23rd session (spring 1957). It was
, ,

understood thC3tt the ad hoc commit~ee, in mC3tking its reports, would not commit any

member government.
(b), Question ,of the establishment of an international finance corporation: .

report of the Economic and Social Council (resolution 823 (DC) Of~r::.
" 11 December 1954)

At its last session, the Assembly, taking note of a statement of the United

states admdnistratiQn of 11 November 1954 and declarations of other countries re
support of an international finance corporation, looked forward to its establish­

ment as soon as practicable.

The Assembly asked the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

to prepare'draft statutes to gov'ern the corporation, to present the draft to the

governments of Bank members for discussion and invite them to indicate the degree

of suppor"c that might be expected from them in p:roviding the capital for the

establishment of the corporation. The Bank was also asked to secure agreement

among i ts ~embers on the draft statutes and to report 01;1 the res:uits of its work. to

the Economic and Social Council. The latter was to repo:rt to the Assembly I s

tenth session.

The draft Articles of Agreement of the proposed Corporation prepared by the

International Bank were presented at the Council's 20th session, together with a

report from the President of the Bank on the progress made toward the establishment

of the Corporation. The Council noted the provisions in the Articles of Agreement

(more) ,
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~, " . . . ~ ~ ~ .
I that the Corpora~:tC?n be established·ana:, b~giri. operations when at least .;SO 'Sovern-. , '. . .. ', '·l·~.

menta., with total subs,criptions 'of not less than $75 million, had signed.·" '

the Agr~ement,.. It 'also no~ed that a sUb~t~tial number: of governments had 'taken

specific st~ps toward acce~~ance of membership in the Corporation. Expressing
. , . .

its appreciation of the way in which the International Bank had carried out its

task, the Council looked forward to the Corporation's establishment as soon as

practicable.

(c) Programs of technical ass istance : report of the Economic and Socia'l
Council (resolution 831 D '(IX) of 26 November 1954)

At its last session, the Assembly asked the Economic and Social Council for. .
a report on the progress made in consideration of questions raised in a rep.ort by

the Advisory COmmittee' on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (Doc. A/266l)

dealing with the administration of the Expanded Program of Technical Assistance.

Also requested were the comments of the Advisory Committee on the Council's report.

The Advisory Committee t s report containe'd an examinatiol:l of the administrative

expenses and procedures for the Expanded :Program and an analysis of administrative

weaknesses. The latter, it considered, might be due to constitl.ltiollal factors. It

pointed out that in drafting the Program in 1949, the Council had enVisaged the

E.,,<:panded Program as primarily a United Nations activity, though relying heavily

on the cooIlsration of interested specialized agencies.' "The Expanded Program was

not intended as a mere amalgam of fragmentary activities." The Committee strongly
I

urged stringent budgetary control over the Program. To ensure effective co-

ordination of the program, it also considered that "a clear and direct line of

authority should run from th~ SecretaryoGenera1 through whatever Secretariat unit

may, in his opinion, be required." The Secretary-General should act, for this

purpose, in his capacity as Chairman of the Advisory Committee on Coordination,

'~xercising the powers of leadership granted to the holder of that office by the

Economic and Social Council. 11

These matters vlere considered at the Council's 20th session. In its report

(Doe. A/2943), to be issued shortly, the Council submits a number of observations
I

on the questions dealt with in the report of the Advisory Committee on Adnr1nistratiVf

BUdgetary Questions to the Assembly1 s ninth session. The Council considered that

the arrangements it had approved at its 18th session (resolution 542 B II under

resolution 542 B II (XVIII), on the Program's organization and administration

offered a satisfactory basis for the conduct of the Program. The Cout;~ii further

(more)
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noted that the Ac1mmistrative COmm1~tee on Ooordinat1t>n had asked the Technical
" .

Assistance Board for a reYisw of the eX~$~iijnoe gained under the Ex~anded ~o~

and to oonsider plans for the progra:rnt S future development. It therefore requested

the Technical Assistance Board, in :pre~aring this review, tq take into conside­

ration the ~ertinent comments made during the last session of the Teohnioal

Assistance Committee on such matters as the concentration of resources, recruitment

and methods used in carrying out the Program. It is also aslced that the revie~l

include concrete recommendations for subsequent action, as ap~ropriate, b~y the.

Technical Assistance Committee, the Economic and Social Council or the General

Assembly. The review ,",as to be submitted for consideration by the Technical

Assistance Committee in mid-1956.

The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary QuesticDShas not yet

drafted its comments on the Council's re:port.

At its 20th session, the Council also dealt with arrangements for financing

the Expanded Program in 1956. It urged statest"aking part in ~Ghat operation to

continue their sup:port, financial and othervlise, on a.n expanding basis. It also

asked that the next conference at which gov-ermnents announce their pledges for

voluntary contribution to the program be hel~ as early as possible durinG the

,Assembly's tenth session.

(more)
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25. Report of the Agent-Gene):'al of ~he United, N:atipns .Korean Reconstruc!i0.E. .
Agency (resolutfor! 410 A IYTJ5f l.D~~eW~r '19*U '...;.

""T I ... .,

The United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency (UNKRA), s~t up by the General

Assembly on 1 Decemb~r 1950, i~ chatged with the task of helping the Korean people

relieve the suffering and repair the damage caused by the conflict in Korea. It is

headed by an Agent-Geperal, ~ieutenent General John B. Coulter, who is assisted by

an Advisory Committee co~sisting of Canada, India, the United Kingdom, the United

states and Uruguay. Funds for UNKRA' s operations come from v'oluntary contributions

by governments, non-members as well as memb~rs of the United Nations. .

At its ninth session, the Assembly stressed its desire that the Agency's pro­

grams be implemented as fully as possible and urged all governments to give the

financial support needed to continue· ~he Agency's work.

In his report to that session, the Agent-General·described the period under

review as one of transition from the e~a.ge of careful planning to the stage of ;

effe~tive operations. His repor~ to the A/?sembly's te~lth session (Doe. A/2936) ,

has not yet been issued but will carry the story of reconstruction a step further.

It will describe the Agency's constributions from 1 September 1954 to 30 June 1955

in the fields of industry, mining, irrig~tion and flood control, fisheries, educa-

tion, health, housing ~nd ~elfare. It will review the economic situation in Korea

and comment on UNKPA's financial statue.

26. Question of assistance to Libya :' report of the Secretary-General (resolu:"
tIOil-726 (VIII) of d De~emb~r 1953 ~

. .' .
The United Kingdom of Libya, which attained i'cs independence in December 1951

in ~ccordance with a General Assembly decision of 21 November 1949, requires

financial and technical aid from abroad to carry out its urgent and economic and

social development programs, On 8 December 1953, the A· sembly invited. all govern­

ments willing and in a position to do so to help Libya financially. I~.also asked

the SecretarY-General and the specialized agencies concerned to give all possible

favor-able consideration to. Libya's requests for technical aide
I •

In compliance with anothe.r'~;request·under this· resolution, the Secretary-Genera.l

will submit ~ repo~t to .th~ Assembly's tenth session on the question of United

Ne;tio~s aid to Libya. This report, not· yet is~ue9, will also give an account of

the assistance ,rendered to Libya.

"

.. (more)
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27. Report of the UN High C~omtniesion,er fdr RefUf.1ees (resolutions 428 (v) of
I415"ecember 1950 'li?d 8:(2 (Pc):of 21' Oc~~~er., 1951j:"J

The High Commissioner's report (Doe. E/2'"(46 and Add.l) was considered by the

Economic and Social Council in Geneva last summer and will also be discus~ed by

the G~neral AssemblYe

In his report, Dr. G.J.. van Heuven Goedhart has presented a plan of operatione

for 1955 as approved by the Executive Committee for the UN Refugee Fund. The

target figure for the Fund this year is $4,200,000 and, as determined by the

Assembly last year, the money is to be devoted to the promotion of permanent solu­

tions to the problems of certain groups of refugees, and also for emergency as­

sistance to the most needy cases.

On 28 JUly:; the High C·ommj.ssioner informed the Council that as of that date

$1,986,000 had been paid into the Fund and that only 50 per cent of the program

planned had been implemented. The CounCil, by 9 votes to 2 with 7 abstentions,

adopted a resolution urging governments to contribute to the ur{ Refugee Fund so

that the approved target might be reached within the established time limits.

In the resolution the Counci'l took note of the progress made in the implementa­

tion of last year's A~sembly resolution (No.' 832 (IX». Moreover, the Council

expressed the hope that, to supplement the efforts under the UNREF program for the

economic integration of refugees in their countries of residence, other countries

would include refugees in their immigration schemes.

28. Draft International Covenants on Human Rights (resolution 833 (IX) of
~ December 195~)

(more).-. ,

The draft covenants on human rights -- one on civil and political rights, t~e

other on economic, social and cultural, rights -- were prepa,red over a period of

several years by the Commission on Human Rights, which completed its work on the

texts in 1954.

Last year, the Assembly's Third Committee devoted 30 meetings to a general

debate on the covenants during which various proposals were presented, but not

examined in detail. On the initiative of the Committee, the Assembly recommended

"that, during the tenth session of the General Assembly, the Third Committee give

priority and devote itself mainly to the diSCUSSion, article by article, in an

agreed order, of the draft international covenants on human rights with a view to

their adoption at the earliest possible date." The discusSion, the Assembly then

decided, shOUld also cover any new articles which may be proposed (resolution 833
.(.;l:X) •.



Press Release GA/1265
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To'facilitate its business, the Assembly asked for and will have before it a.. .
background document (Doe. A/2929) prepared by the Secretariat., This document

# • I ., •• •

includes summaries of the main argument~.on all R!ticles m~~e in UN debates ever

8inc~ the Commission ort Human Rights began w6~k on 'the project in 1947.

Recommendations concerning inter~ation~l respect for the right of peoples
and nations to self' determinatioa:--r~ort·~tjle~onomiC-arur-~ial -',.
COUncil (reso~ut~on :e37 ,(IX' O~'~4 December .1954 .

(more)



30. Question of South West Africa

(a) Voting procedure on questions re,~ating to reports and petitions concerning
the Terri!l?ry of South Hes~ Afr,ioa: ~~y'i sory opinion of the InternationaI
Qourt qf J~st~ce (resolutiO~ 20k O:X) ot 23 November 195~)

On 11 October 1954, the General A:sembly adopted a special procedure for

examining, within the scope of the former League of. Nations Mapdates System, reports

and petitions relating to the Territory of South West Africa. This consisted of six

special rules of procedure, one of which'provided that decisions of the Assembly

on questions relating to such reports and petitions should be made by a two-thirds

majority vote, the procedure reserved under the UN Charter for "important ques­

tions."

2 September 1955

Because several members voiced legal doubts over this voting rUle, the

Assembly, on 23 November, decided to ask the International Court of Justice whet~r

the two-thirds rule conforms With the Court's earlier opinion in respect to South

West Africa. If it did not, the Assembly wanted to know What voting procedure it

should adopt. (In JUly 1950, the Court expressed the opinion that ~I supervision

of South Africa 'sadmil1istration of this former manda.ted territory should not exceed

that which was exercised under the League Mandates System. Decisions in the Lea~e

were by unanimous vote, and the Union of South Africa, without implying acceptance.
of the right of Ul~ supervision, contended last year in the A~sembly that the two-

thirds rule would give the United Nations greater powers of supervision than those

the League.)

On 7 June 1955, the International Court handed down an advisory opinion in

/
the

which it unanimously upheld voting rule adopted by the Assembly. It stated that

the two-thirds voting procedure was a correct interpretation of the Court's advis~Y

opinion of JUly 1950.

(b) Report of the Committee on South '-lest Africa (resolution 749 A VIII) of
2d November 1953 and t'51 IX of 23 Novel1!~r 195

The General A'-sembly, at its eighth session, established a seven-member

c~mmittee to examine, within the scope of the former League Mandates System, annual

reports and pet~tions relating to South West Africa. If no report was furnished by

the Union of South Africa on its administration of this former mandated territory,

the Committee was instructed to examine available information and documentation on

conditions in the area.

The Assembly took this action after years of unsuccessful negotiations with

So~th Africa regarding the question of UN supervision over South West Africa, the
(more)
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onlY ;r~ma:tn1ng .teague ma:dd.a.t~, .wJ:11c..h .has, Aot, eit:ne,r atta1n~d independep,ceor been
• ~ ~ f .,- ;;" ~.~: ••. ,·;' ..:·.... f .••.~. ·=.,t"' .....:.,:.......:,. '1 t. ". .- ~:_,...... _.....\1 • t". ' .. ,

placed under UN trusteeship. South Africa maintains that the, ~l3;~date ;h.ed lapsed

and, ~ith the. dem:1se of the League, ":itreooghized no other internat16nal, obligat:ton

in reEipeo,t to its administration of the territory.

'The Assembly, at its ninth session, exajn1neda report from the Committee ·on'

oonditions fn"S'outh West Africa., This report was- based. on information· compiled by

tile Secretariat. The Assembly renewed an in-ttiltati'on to South Africa to cooperate

with the Committee' and to submit an ailtldal'report on South vlest Africa.

This year,' the Committee has approved a 'second report (A/2913) on conditions

i'n S'outh 1-lest Africa at a series of meetings" held from 2'4 January to 8 June. Like

ita first report" this one ·too was based on inforrnation':compiled by the Sec:retariat.

The comntlttee, 'composed of BraZil, Mexico, Pakistan, 'Syria,. Thailand, United

States and Uruguay, wlll meet again brief.ly this September to take up any ·new

matters within its competence before reporting to- the tenth Assembly session.
. .

31. Information from Non...gelf-Governing Territories transmitted under article 73 e
of the Charter:, report,s -of the. Secretary-Genera1and of the Committee o~

Information from Non-8elf...aoverning Territories;
. 4 . J. .. .

(a) Information on social conditions,

The'Committee, at its sixth session 1;lelCl from 15 April to 13 May 19550, com­

pleted its seeond cycle 'of discussions of eoonomic, social and educa~ional con­

ditions in the non-self-governing territories on which :reports were submitted to
I

the Secretary-General under article' 73 e of the Charter.

In 1949" when the Committee was first established on: a three-year basis, the

General Assembly agreed that each year it should give ;particular' attentiDn to one

of the major subjects within its terms of reference.. Following this plan, a report

was first adopted on educational conditions. This was followed the next year bya

report on econom~c., COA9-1ti9ns aI;19-! in the 'thir,d yea~ by a ~e'porii on social con­

ditions. Further reports on each 'of these subjects were drawn' up in 195:1, 1954 and

in 1955.

, 'The lS55 report (Doe. A/2908), prepared by the Co~ittee this year!J was again

con~erned with social conditions. It deals with such topic~ a~ principles of '

policy, urbaniz~tion end industrialization, comm~ity devei6~ment~ labor, race

relations, public health, nutrition, train:tng of p~rsonnel, Pl~:ing of s~c~al :"

development" and international and regional cooperation ~

(b)' Information on other conditions "

'In ~ddition to' de~oting special ~t'tenti6n to ~oc:ial conditions, the Committee

this year also considered educational and economic conditions in the non-self-
'.' .

gOVerning territories.
llIll-.



(c) ~neral questions !r~lat1ng :po.th~ tr~Btn1aed.onia.n~,P~~a.tion
of information

Under article 73 e of the Charter, m$mbei' ste.tes adiIl.1nistering non-self­

governing territories transmit anIlua:lly to the SecrEitary-General statistical and

other information of a technical natUi'e relatllig to economic, social and educational

conditions in the territories ,for whiQh they are respectively responsible other th~

those, which had been placed under.UN t,rusteeship.

In 1954, the Assembly adopted a resolution noting with satisfaction that fjome

members responsible for the administration of non-self-governing territories had

v:oluntarily transmitted information on the development of self-governing insti­

tutions in territories under their charge in addition to information on economic,

social and educational conditions. The resolution i~vited those members which had

not done so -co voluntarily include auch data in the information transmitted by them,

The Assembly, at it~ ninth session,. also adopted a resolution requesting the

Committee to consider how the information transmitted under article 73 e on de­

pendent· areas could be examined by regional groups of territories. The Committee's

practice till now has been to examine the informat~on as it related to the terri­

tories as a whole and not individually.

The Committee, at its sixth session, cODs'idered this matter, together with its

discussion of' the question whether tn extend its own term which expires at the end

of 1955 and the question of allOWing wider indigenous participation in the work of

the Committee. A clause providing for regional treatment of p~,oblema was included

in an original draft resolution submitted by Burma, India and Iraq. This clause,

hOvTever, was later dropped and the final version of the resolution as adopted by

the COmmittee recoIDlllended only Assembly renewal of the Committee on the same basis

for a further three years.

(d) Offers of stud;)· and training facilities under General Assembly
resolution 845 (IX) of 22 november 1954;, I

In launching a first 'UN scholarship plan for students of non-self-governing

territories, the General Assembly last year invited member gtates to extend offers

of facilities for study and training. It recommended that administering members

make the greatest possible use of such offers and give them appropriate publicity

in territories under their administration.

The Assembly resolution asks that such offers be made not only for study and

training at the university level but, in the first place, for study at the post­

primary level as well as technical and vocational training of immediate practical

value. ,
(more)
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(a)

The Secretary-General has already rec~iv~d offers from several member states,
, 0, . '

and he will submit to the tenth Assembl~ a progress report giving details of the
. .

offers made and the extent to which they b~Ve been taken up.
, . '... .;

;2. Consideration of communications relati~g to the cessation of the transmission
of information under article 73 e of ·the Charter: reports of the Secretary­
General and of 'the Committee on Information from Non~Self-Governing Territades:

I

Communication from the Government.of the Netherlands concerning the
Nether"lands Antilles and s?;t':f}1a~' tr~solution 147 (VIII} of 27 November
1953) I i

The l'retherlands GO'Jernment, pursuant to this 1953 Assembly resolution, tra.ns­

mitted to the Secreta!l:"y:·General on 4 April 1955 a communication re·lating ·to a new.
constitutional relationship bet~1een the Netherlands and tv:o of its'former dependent

territories, Surinam and the Netherlands Antilles. The Netherlands stated that

since the two territories are now egual partners in the Kingdom of the Netherlands,

no further information on economic, social and educational conditions on them could

be sent to the United Nations under article 73 e of the Charter.

The 1953 Assembly resolution inv'ited the Netherlands to provide information on

the results of the negotiations then underway betwp.en the Netherlands and the two

territories with respect to the latters' new status, and requested the Committee

to examine the communication.

When considering the N~therlands communication the Committee, at its sixth
I

session, heard further details of the new legal order from the Netherlands dele-

gation which included representatives of the Governments of &'urinam and of the

Antilles. The Committee, however, agreed to postpone further consideration of the

communication until this September when it will take up the matter again before

reporting to the tenth Assembly.

(b) Other communications, if any

{None thus far-;]'

(c) Procedures concerning the consideration of communications
(resolution 850 (IX~.Of 22 Nove~ber 1954)

The Assembly, at its ninth session, adopted a resolution dealing with

the general ~lestion of the procedure to be followed in cases 'involving cessation

of information. This resolution considered "that 1 in order to evaluate as fully

as Possible the opinion of the popUlation as to the status or change in status

Which they desire, a mission, if the General Assembly deems it desirable, should,

in agreement with the administering member, visit the non-self-governing territory

before or duringthe time when the population is called upon to decide on its

(more)



future status or change 1n status ~'II 'Ihe Assembly co;os idere~ that the Committee

"might study means by which it could, at ~he appropr~~te time, draw, the attention
l

of the General Assembly to the forthcomiIig changes in ~he status of the territory

concerned."

The Committee at- its sixth session d.~O!ded to report; .to the AsseJ!1bly that the

resolution had wide implications and t4at it did. not have: sUfficien~. ~::tme ;to discuss

it' f~lly. It suggested that further c6rls :tderat:t.on of the resolution might be

deferred to the Comrnitteets session 1n 1956 ..

33. Question ,of the renewal-2.f-iJ:;te Committee on Informat,ionfrol1l Non-self-Governing
Territories: report of the Committee on Inf~mation .from Non-Self-Governing
TerJ:'itories (resolution 046 (VII) of' 10 December 19521 "

The Committee, composed of the members transmitting information under artic~

73 e. of the Charter on dependent territories under their administration, and an equal

number of non-administering members elected by the Assembly's Fourth Committee, was
. .

first established by the General Assembly on a three -year bas is in 1949. At the end

of that period, in 1952, it was extended for a further three years, until 1955.

Tl1.e COmmittee, at its sixth session, considered the' question 'of its renewal

beyon,d its present terms and recommended that the Assembly continue the Committee

on the same basis for a further three-year period.

34. :Electio~ 'if required t to fill vacancies in the membership of the Committee
on Information from Non-Self-Governing Territorie~

Should the tenth Asseinbly approve the Committee's ·recommendation (see item 33)

and renew it for a further three-year period, then the Assembly's Fourth Committee

will hold elections to fill vacancies in the Committee's present membership.

The Committee at present is composed of Australia, Belgium, France, the

Netherlands, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States (administering

members) and Brazil" Burma, China" Guatemala" India, Iraq and Peru (non-administering

members). The terms of Brazil,' China, India and Iraq will expire at the end of

1955 and;> if the Committee is continued on the same basis, elections will be held

for these vacancies.

35. The Togoland unificati:an problem and the future of the trust territory of
Togoland under British administration: report of the Trusteeship Council
('resolution 860 jJX) of 14 December 1954) "

The Assembly in 1954 requested the Trusteeship Council to consider what

arrangements· should be made in British Togoland for ascertaining the wishes of the

population regarding their future status. They would be asked whether they desired

(more)



2 september 1955, ,....
. 1

• • • " It) • • " ': •• : ":'. t""

to join the Qqld' clca'st when 'it "a.tJia:jj;is 'iD.@.~D~ndence; f' to be' U;ititea." w!th FrenaI?-,
Togoland., o~ t~ have u:some .otIier self"-gb~~~~+ng'~r' ilid~pend.eni/'statu8.'"

. . ' "0 ..... . ,. t

The .Assembly ~ at its ninth session, ~OI.lsidered the future status, of Brit~sh
• • •••• • .. I •

Togoland togethe~ with the Togoland unif'icati?:r;l p,roplem. T~~ latt,er problem has
. . . '. .. . o.

been bef<;>re the UN s mce 1947. It originated in, a deJ,na.nd by ce,rtaj,n gr?ups o:f the.. . '.

Ewe people, the largest tribal unit involtred., to be united \IDdera single. admini-
• '0. .I"

stration. ':phe Erl~S are now divid,ed between the two Togola;nds and ,the adjoining Gold
. ......". ~

Coast.
I

The United Kin~om informed. the ninth A~semQly that, t,he Gold Coast would attain
. . . .

independenc,e "within a' measurable' period. ,I 'and that the people of' ~.ritish Togoland had

advanced to a point where they can choose for themselves whether to join the Gold

Coast when the latterbecomss independent in the next few years . The Assembly

decided in this resolution that steps should be taken to sound out the wishes of

the p"30ple of British Togoland as, .to their future status.' It .requested the Counoil
•• of- •••. • •••••

to consider what arrangements should, be' made' .for this 'purpose, ·to send 'a special

mission to both Togolands to "make a special study of these prOblems" and to report. . .
to the tenth Assembly.

Acting upon the Ass~mbly requests, the C.ouncj.l ?rganlzed a four-membe.r mission

and directed it to carry out the special tasks as stated in the Assembly re~ol~tion.
, '

The mission is to report to the Council 'in time for the' latter to report to the

.tenth Assembly. 'The Council agreed to hold a special session for this purpose'.

The mission" composed of S .K. Banerji (India), Chairman, ,John M. McMillan

(Australia), Salah Eddine Tarazi (Syria) and Robert·R. Bobbins (United,States)~

departed by air from New York on 7 A:ugus~ 1955 for We~t Africa. It will report

to the COUIlcil not l!3-ter than 1 Nove~b,er 1;155 ~

(more)
" .
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36•. Financial report and account$;, .~d repor:ts of the )30ard or·Auditors
J • . ! . 'I , . .

(a) United Nations, for the. :r!naR91aJ.. year ended 31 Decemb~r 1954

The report (Doe. A/2901) sho'tVs th~~ Obligations incurred foJ:' 1954 amounted to. ..
$48,510,009 compared with total appropriations of $48,528,980. The obligations. .
incurred were less by $123,189 th~n income credited fot the year, represented by

member's contributions and miscel~aheous income earned. The balance on surplus'

account at 31 December 1954 was $1,421,792. Of this amount $1',193,070 was credited

to members I contributions for 1955 and $228'122 is the balance available for credit

to members against 1956 contributions.

(b) United Nations Children's Fund, for the financial year ended
31 December 1954

The financial report on ~JICEF (Doc. A/2905) snows that the principal of the

Fund on 31 December 1954 amotUlted to ~)28,226,658, representing a net increase of

$569,747 in the level of the Fund during the year.

(c) United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East, for th7·financia~year ended 30 June 1955

The report will be issued during the Assembly session.

(d) United Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency, for the financial year
ended 50 June 1955

The report will be issued during the Assembly session.

(e) United Nations Refugee Emergency Fund, for the financial year ended
31 December 1954

The report (Doc. A/2900) shows that as of 31 December 1954 the surplus in the

Refugee Emergency Fund (superseded on 1 January 1955 by the Refugee Fund) amounted

to [~238,530.99. Expenditures during the year amounted to $400,673.25·.

37. Supplementary estimates for the financial year 1955

A report on supplementary expenses not included in the regular budget

appropriations for 1955 will be submitted by the Secretary-General in the course of

the Assembly session.

38. Budget Estimates for the financial year 1956

The estimated gross bUdget (Doc. A/2904) prepared by the Secretary-General

totals $46,278,000. Income is estimated at $6,873,600,leaving a net budget of

$39,404,400. The 1956 estimate is $685,800 less than the approved appropriations

for 1955 totaling $46,963,800.

The Secretary-General's estimates have been reviewed by the Advisory Committee

on Administrative and Budgetary Questions which has submitted a report (Doc.A/2921)

recommending an overall reduction of $261,400 below the figure proposed by the

Secretary-General.
(more)
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59. Appointments to fill vacaneia$ in the membership of sups1diary. bodies of' th~
General AssembJ,y ',' .. ' , ' :; ,, . ,

,(a) Advisory, COpm1ittee on Adminiet2vative rmd Budgetary Questions,
I

Three of the nine,' members; of this CQimnittee retire"each year '(see'Doc. A/2925).
~

Members whose terms of· office expire at the end of 1955' are Carlos Blanc0 ( Cuba) , .

Arthur H. Clough (United ,Kingdom), and, \OI11J.1a111 0., Hall {U~i-ted. States}.

(b) Committee on, Contr1bu~,:l;ons. ,

This isa lQ-member Committee "'hOse mem'tj$rs also retire by rotation and'are

eligible for reappointment (Doe. A/2926). Members whose terms of office exp,ire at

,the end of 1955 are S .M. Burke (Pakistan), Jir:l: Hosele (Czechoslovakia) and Stuart

A4 Rioe (United states).

(c) Board of Auditors

The Board consists of three members (Doc. A/2928). At each regular session, the

Assembly' appoints an auditor to take office from 1 July of the following year' for a

three-year term. The election this year will be to fill the vacancy caused by the

expiration of the term of office of the Auditor -General of Canada.

(d) Investments Committee: confi:rmation of the. aEPointment made 8;1 th~

SecretarY-General

The Investments Committee consists of three members appointed by the Secretary­

General after consultation with the,Advisory Qommittee on; Administrative and'
, '

Budgetary QU6stio!,ls. The appointment is SUbject to the-approval of the Assembly.
, , .

The vacancy caused by the' expiration of the three-year term Of' Ivar Booth, Managing

D1rect·or or'the International Mon~t'ary Fund, is to be filled. '
, .

(e) Administrative Tribunal

The Tribunal 'is composed of seven members' appointed by the Assembly for three,­

year terms (Doe. A/2927). Those members wh6se terms of office 'expir~ at the end of

1955 a:tte Djaial Abdoh (Iran), Madame Paul Bastid (FrMce)' and Omar Lo~til'(Esipt).

(r) United' Nations Staff Pension 'Committee . .' .

There are nine members and nine alternate members of'the Staff pension Com­

mittee . The terms of office of the following three members and three alternates

expire 'at 'the en.d of 1955; ~emb,e:ts '. --, ~ ~:W:,., qutts (Au'strEil1a), B.T:: CristoQ~l

(Philippines) 'and Francisco A; Forteza. '(Uruguay); . alternates ...... 'Arthur H. C1Qugh
•

(United Kingdom), Warren,B. Irons (United states) .and Fazlollah Nouredin Kea (Iran).. '. .' .

40 • Re1JQrt; of tlie Negot iating COmInittee for' Extra -Budgetary Funds

. Certain. of the activities of the. UN and the' specialized agenoies are financed,

by voluntary cor+tributions of member governinents. Such activities, not provided' for

, .' , (more) . ,



ANNOTA'I'lm,) AGENDA - 2(?
"

Press Release GA/1265
2 September 1955

in the :regular budgets of the UN or "G-lfe: ageilo:t.es include ,the UNi Children's Fund,
I- . ,. '

the Expanded Program of Technical As!ista~oe, the tiN K01'ean ReC~1'1structiori ~gency,
, "

the U1~ Relief and Works' Agency for Pa~est:1ne Refugees; and 'the UN Refugee Fund. To

assist in ?btaining funds for these programs, the Assembly during its ninth' s~sS1on

again requested the President to appoint a Negotiating Committee for Extra-Budgetary
, .

Fut1ds to serve until the close of the tenth Assembly session ... , The President
"

accordingly appointed a committee composed of Australia, Canada, Colombia, France,

Lebanoh; Pakistan, the United Kingdom, the United States and Uruguay. '

In the Committee t s report t,? the Assembly (Doe. A/2945), the following statelOODt

of pledges, as at 10 August 1955, is given:

Expanded Program of Technical Assistance

UN Childrenr s Fund

UN Relief and ~lorks Agency
for 1954 - 1956
for 1955 - 1956

UN Korean Reconstruction Agency (as,of 1 August)
, -

UN Refugee Fund for 1955

Pledges

27,984,758'

9,612,927

23,841,500
200,851

212,064,629
. -'

2,543,174

Payments

14,065,642

5,744,337

23,555,114
10,000

138,890,865

508,974

41. Headquarters of the United Nations: report of the Secretary-General
(resolution 877 (IX) of 4 December 1954)

The report by the Secretary-General (Doe. A/2948) points out that the largest

single construction project carried out in 1955 was the conversion of space in the

basement area for use as a permanent warehouse to meet the.needs of various

services. Two projects, the Secretary-General states, will receive high priority

in 1956 '-- redevelopment of the podium. wall in the General Assembly hall and the

modification of the first basement in the north end of the Assembly building. Apart

from this, less ex~ensive projects to be undertaken next year will include alterati.
~d wiring of several conference rooms, alteration of the meditation room and pro-

vision of a memorial plaque for those who died in the service of the UN.

42. Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the United
Nations: re ort of the Committee on Contributions (resolution 876 (IX)
of 4 December 1954

The costs of the United Nations are borne by all member stat,es. Each regular

session of the Assembly determines, on the basis of a report from its Committee on

Contributions, the scale of assessments -- expressed' in percenta:ges of the t?tal .

cost -- for all the members.

The report of the Committee on Contributions, containing' a recommended scale of

a&~essments for 1956, 'has not yet been'issued.

(more)
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4:3. Be'\7'i~wr ot:. aud'it ;e~od,e~u.r~e.ot 't~e~W1t~d ~~~·:f.6ns. an:a: tliee;pacialized 'agencies:
reports 6f the Secll~:tF1!7-Ge4er~t''~d the..A9:v:teo;t'y....pOmmitte~ on Administrativ~

~d Budgetary Questions: (ree~:l;\t~iotf~:!l:IPc} .of 29 October 1954[

The question of possible changes ~n the audit procedure of the United Nations

and the specialized agencies was postponed to the tenth session of the Assembly

after the Secretary~eneralreported that he had no concrete proposals to make to

the 1954 session. He stated that he would be in a better position to discuss the

matter with the Advisory Committee during the course of 1955, when he would have

the advice of the Assembly regarding internal organization of. the work of the

Secretariat at Headquar~ers and the benefit from the "surveJr of of'f'icos and activi­

ties away from Headquarters.

44. United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund--
(a) Annual report of the uN Joint Staff Pension Board

A report on the sixth session of the Joint Staff Pension Board is contained in

Doc. A/29l4.

(b) Report of' the UN Joint Staff Pension Board on the third actUl.riel valuation
of the UN Joint Staff Pension FUnd aa of 30 September 1954

The principal of the Fund for the nine~onth·periodended 30 September 1954

increased from $37,220,563 to $43,449 ~5l2. Ac·cive membership in the Fund as of the

same date was 8,513 persons from the seven partioipating organizations.

(c) Amendments to the Regu;Lations of the UN Joint Staff Pension :fund: report
of the UN Joint Staff Pension Board, including report on article XI
{resolution '172 (VIII) of 27 November 1953)

Recommendations to the General Assembly for amendments to the Regulation of

the Joint Staff Pension Fund are contained in Annex II to Document A;2914.
I

(d) Acceptance by the specialized agencies of the jurisdiction of t~e UN
Administrative Tribunal in matters involving applications alleging non­
observance of the regulations of the UN Joint Staff Pension Fund: re .art
of the Secretary-General resolution 771 VIII of' 27 November 1953

This report has not yet been issued.

45. ~ew of th~ Staff regulations and of the principles and standards progressive~
applied thereto; report of the Secretary-General resolution 782 C VIII of
~ December 1953

During the eighth session of the General Assembly several amendments to Staff

RegUlations were approved and the Assembly decided to undertake during the tenth

session a review "both of the principles and standards pr0gressively developed and

applied" in the implem.entation of the regulations and of the Staff Regulations them­

selves. ThereYie't-l will be based on a report to be submitted by the Secretary-

Genera.l and on the comments thereon of the Advisory Committee on' Administrative and

BUdgetary Questions.
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46. Admini,strative and budgetary -co;-:9::p;lnation l;Jet'Ween thEj United Nat;ions and
the speciEj.lized agencies: re drt cir the So stary-General'and of the
AdvisorY Committee EE. Adn11-.~istr§~ ,,''Ye and;r?i;1 g~ ary 'Questions

As~pa~at~ report on,the 1956 ~tidgets of eight speciaiized agencies will be

SUbmitted during the Assembly sessiort. ±n its first report to the tenth session
"

(Doe e A/292l), the Advisory COnmlittee states that the total of the appropriations

which the states members of the eight speciali~ed agencies and the United Nations

will be called u~on to make in respect of 1956 ~ay be in the neighborhood of $88
million.

47. Audit reports relating to expenditure by specialized agencies of technical
assistance funds allocated from the Special Account (resolution 519 A (VI)
or-12 January 1952)

The General Assembly in 1952 approved financial arrangements for the allocation

of funds contributed by governments for the Expanded Program C?f Technical Assistance

Under these arrangeme~ts $10,000,000 of c~ntributions received for the second

financial period were allocated on an agreed basis to the various participating

organizations.. The balanc~ was placed in a Special Account for allocation by the

Technical Assistance Boar~.

The audit reports called for under this item relate to expenditure by

specialized agencies of funds from the Special Account.

48. Organization of the Secretariat:
SB6 (IX) of 17 December 1954)

• ! -

The Secretary-General was ask ed to report to the Assembly on the progress of

the re-organization of the Secretariat. The report, not yet released, is expected

to contain the results of the work of a Survey Group which reviewed during 1955 UN

offices and activities external to Headquarters •
.

49. Use of income derived from the Staff Assessment Plan: report of the
Secretary-General (resolution 893 (IX) of 17 December' 1954)

The ninth session of the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to continue

his negotiations with those member states which have not yet become a party to the

Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations or adopted alternative
relief

measures to grant all UN staff members/from national income taxation, and to submil

a report as soon as possible before the opening of the tenth regUlar session of the

Assembly.

The Secretary-Generalts report (Doe. A/2946) contains summaries of seven re­

plies to a letter the Secretary-General addressed to the 16 states which have not

yet acceded to the Convention, asking to be informed whether they expected to

accede before the opening of the tenth session. Oral consultations, of a prelimin.

ary character, have ~een proceeding with representatives of the United states d~­

ing which it has been noted that the practical effect of the income tax systems of
(more)
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the 16 states concerned tlhas be~~ such -uhat the United .Natiohs has. been C?a;Q.ed, upon. .

.'
to re1mbU17s~ only the 'Unitjed .States sta.f:r, 'part~cularly at tIeaq.quarters, .f.pr taxes, . . ,.

paid on their United Nations income. It • \.

Recalling the wish of 'the General' Assembly 'tio reach a definitive.,solution to,

the problem during the tenth session, the Secretary-General stated in his letter "

that it had been felt that the,Assembly would ~~nsider means whe~eby members which

have not .acceded or otherwise granted.tax ex~mption to their nationals on the (IDl

.staff, should cease, on 1 January 1956, to reeeive by way of.deduction from thei~

aQnual contributions the benefit of the revenue derive~ from the Staff Assessment

Plan.
50. Report of the Special Com~ittee on Review of Administrative Tribunal

Judgments-Cresolution 888 [IX) of 17 December 1954)
I ;

The Special Committee was instructed by the ninth Gener8.l Assembly to study the
, .

question of jUdicial review of future jUdgments of the Administrative Tribunal~

At the conclusion of a two-week session, held in April 1955, the Committee

approved two new articles to the Statutes of the Tribunal. The first (Doe ~A/2909)
f •• .•

provides that a member state, the Secretary-General or the person in respect of whom

a judgment. has been rendered may apply to a special committee for reV'iew ofa.
jUdgment if, in their view, the Tribunal'''has exceeded its jurisdiction or compe-

I • .. • • • t. '

tence, o~ has erred on a question of law relating to the provision of the Charter,
, .

or has committed a fundamental error in procedure ••• 11 If there is a "substantial
, . ,

basis" for the review application, th~ Committee would request an advis9ry opinion

of the International Court of Justice.

A second amendment to the Statute prOVides that the Secretary-General or the

applicant concerned may apply to the Tribunal for a revision of a jUdgment on the.
basis of the discovery of some decisive fact which was unknown at the time the jUdg-

ment was rendered.

51. Report of the International Law Commission on the work of its seventh session___ I

The Commission, which is entrusted with the task of developing and'codifying

international law, held its seventh session in Geneva from 2 May to 8 July 1955.
, .

Its report (Doc. A/CN.4/94) reviews'work on two main topics:

(a) Regime of the High Seas

ContinUing its effo~ts to codify m~~itime law, the Commission drew up a draf~

code of ,8 prOVisional articles, with comments, to be SUbmitted to governments for
,.' . , .

observations. ~he 'text defines the high seas and freedom of the high'seas, with 21
articles on the right of navigation, in~lUding eight provisio~S on piracy, 10

articles on fishing and five on submarine cables and pipelines. The Commission also

decided to communicate the section on fishing, with an annex, to a number of tech-

~:~.:.sWhich.we.re. repr.esen.t.. ed. by ob.. s.e.rve.. rs a.t the tn.ternational Technical
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Conference on the' Conservati<;m of<tne Ll~:ing R~sources of the Seaj held in'Rome. ~

last spring•. The articles on fishing inGlude a set of provisions on living re-

sources of the sea "lhlch w~re draftE!d by the Commission in the light of the result

arrived at by the Rome confe:rerice, (tor tei.t of draft cede, see pages 6-37 of

Doe. A/CN.4/94.)
Ttie report states that the Commission decided it was not competent to examine

the charges set forth in the documents transmitted by the General Assembly .in con­

nection with the complaint of violation of the freedom of navigation in the area of

the China Seas. On the general question of whether warships could commit acts of

piracy, the report added, the Commission had stated its position in Art. 14 (defin­

ing piracy) of the draft on Regime of the High Seas. The General Assembly, under

its resolution 821 (IX) of 17 December 1954, had, forwarded to the Commission the

records pertaining to the Ad Hoc Political Committee's discussion of Poland's

complaint.

(b) Regime of the Terl"itorial Sea
The Commission progressed in its work on this project by amending some of the

provisional articles, drawn up at the 1954 session, in the light of comments re-.
ceived from governments earlier this year. It also drafted new articles on

questions previously postponed, concerning the breadth of the territorial sea, bays,

groups of islands and the delimitation of the territorial sea at the mouths of

rivers. These articles are being submitted to governments for comments before fin~

~onsideration of the draft at the Commission's eighth session. (The draft articles

are on pages 40-56.)
In pursuance of General Assembly Resolution 899 (IX), the International Law

Commission will submit a final report on both of these topics -- Regime of the High

Seas and Regime of the Territorial Sea -- and all ,related problems to the eleventh

session of the Assembly.

Other action

The Commission drafted for consideration of the General Assembly an amendment

to Article 12 of the statute to prOVide for transferring the Commission's head­

quarters from New York to Geneva. It also recommended an amendment to Statute Art •.

10 providing for future election of ILC members for five (rather than three) years.

It decided to begin the study of two topics, "State ResponsibilityU and "Consular

Intercourse and Immunities". Resolutions on pUblication of documents of the Com­

mission and on collaboration with Inter-American bodies were submitted in the

report.

(more)
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52. Question $'Jf the corl1ectionibr votes in. th~ Gen~,!,al Assewo).y and .its Committe~s~
report of the Secretary..General (resolution 901 (IX) of 14 necemberJ 1954
In resolution 901 (IX), th~ Gener~l ASSem~lY r~quested t~eSecr~ta.t'Y...Generai·

to submit at the, tenth sessi~n a. report (a) on the 'wordi~g and application ~f the'
, .' "O!.' . 1 ,

rules in force: in other inter-governmenta~organizations and in parliaments concern..

ins the apnouncement of the result.s of votes and .the conditions for correciiions ~d

the effects thereof; (b) ,on pospible provisio~s designed to pre;ent and correct 'any

mistakes wb,ich mi~ht occur during the voting ~rocedure in :the General Assembly ailci
its committees •

This resolution came about as the result of the Assembly's discussi"n of an

item,proposed.by France at the ninth session, concerning a new rule on c~rrections
• ~ • 1-

of vqte.

The report of the~ Secretary-General, which is not yet available, includes a

detailed survey of voting practices in national parliaments. The second part of the

document is devote.d to ,the problem of correcting votes as it applies to the General
, .

Assembly.
.'

53.' 'Arbitral procedure: comments of governments on the draft of arbitral.procedure
pr.epared by the International Law Commiss:ton -"(resolution-797 (VIII) of
7 December 1953); .

Following completion ~f the draft convention on arbitral procedure by the

International 'Law Commission at its 1953 session~ the General Assembl~ decided in

resolution 797 (VIII) thatc.he said draft should be transmitted, together with the

obs~rvations made in the Sixth Committee at the eighth Assembly session, to the-. ..
member states for comments. The resolution also asked the Secretary-General'to

circulate to member states. any comments received from governments, and to includ~ the

question in the provisional agenda of the tenth session of the Assemb~y.

As a result, comments on the draft, convention on arbitral proced~r~ have been. .,

received from thirteen governments: Argentina, Belgium, Brazi~, CanadaJ Chile~ Costa. ,

Biea, Denmark, Greece, India, Netherlands, Sweden, the United Kingdom and Y:ugoslavia.. ,

These replies .are reproduced in Doc. A/2899 and Add. 1.

The 'International La.w Commisai.on, at ~ts first session in 1949. ~elected
e.rbitral procedure as one of the topics of codification of international l~w. A

first draft of the convention was adopted by the Commission at its 1952 s.essioD and

.was transnit.ted to gover~ents for ·comment. The present d.l:~ft convention (contained

in A/2456, pages 9-11) inpludes a, n~ber oX: sUbstanti~ cha.n~~s approved py the '

Commission in 1953 follo~pg.consideration of govern~ental comments o~ the firs~

draft. , . " . .,

In i ts r~por-t which forwarded the present draft convention t~ the Assem}llY, t!ie
, " ," .j

CommisSion expressed the view that, with" regard to the basic fea.tures of the law of
(more)
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arbitral procedure, the draft is no more than a'codification of existing law.

According to established practice, the CoimtlisSion stated, international arbitration

is a procedure for the settlement of disputes between states by a binding award on

the basis of law and as the result of an undertaking voluntarily accepted. The

traditional law is also maintained (in the draft) that the arbitrators chosen

should be either freely selected by the parties or, at least, that the parties

should have been given the opportunity of a free choice of arbitrators. The same

principle of free determination by the parties applies to the competence of the

arbitral tribunal, the law to be applied, and the procedure to be followed by the

tribunal.

In addition, the Law Crnl~ission has pointed out, the present draft proceeds

to develop international law With regard to devising machinery calculated to safe­

guard the effectiveness of the obligation, freely undertaken, to submit to arbitra­

tion an existing or future dispute. VTithout expressly departing frcm any. ,

established rule, the Commission notes it has gone in this respect outside the

eXisting la"T.

According to the comments nOl'1 received from governments, some of them have

taken the vie"T that the Com.rnission in its draft convention vTent too ·far beyond the

traditional concept of international arbitration. On the other hand, other govern­

ments expressed themselves in favor of the principles iaid down in the proposed

instrument.

)4. Question of the continuation of the United Nations Tribunal in Libya:
report of-ui'e Secretary-.:General (resoltit"iOn m-rJYfiT of 23 October -1953)

The General Assembly, in its resolution 388 (V) on the economic and financial

provisions relating to Libya, set up a United Nations Tribunal in Libya and defined

its functions.

At its eighth session, the General Assembly adopted a resolution (792 (VIII))

noting that the governments of Italy and Libya considered that the Tribunal should

be continued for a further period. The resolution resolved to continue the Tribunal
•

and requested the Secretary-General, after conSUltation with the governments con-

cerned regarding the future ef the body, to report to the Assembly at its tenth

session.

The report has not yet been issued.

Resolution 388 (V), which was adopted on 15 December 1950, established a Tribun

al of three persons to be selected by the Secretary-General from three states not

directly interested in the administration of Libya. Its functions were: (a) to '

give ~o the administering powers, the Libyan Government after its establishment,

an~ the Italian go~ernment, on request by any of those authorities, such
(more)
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instructions ~s may, be required to give effect to (economic and finaJ;lcial.proVisions

of) re~ol~tion 388 (V); (b) to decide all disputes arising between the said

'authorities co~cerning the interpretation and application of th~ resolution •. It was
. .. '. ...

specified that the Tribunal was to be seized of any such dispute on the unilateral
. .

request of one of those authorities.

55. Registration and publication of treaties and international agreem~nts:

item prapos;d py the Secretary-General

The Assembly in 1946 adopted rules for the ~pplication of Article 102' of the

Charter, calling for the registration and pUblication of every treaty or inter­

national agreement entered into by one or more members of the United Nations after

2l~ October 1945. Because of the increa,sing number ef such treaties with 'a resulting

rise in annual expenditures for pUblication, the General Assembly in 1950 requested

the Secretary-General to continue, as economically as possible, to pUblish all

treaties in their full and 'unabridged form, provided however that in the reproduc­

tion'of annexes, he may ernploy less expensive metho~s of reproduction.

The attention of the Assembly was again drawn to the problem in 1954 when the

Advisory Committee on 'AdQinistrative and BUdgetary Question pointed out that con- .

siderablearrears in printing treaty volumes would be carried over to 1955. At

that time the Chairman of the Public'ations :Board informed the Assembly that the

Secretariat should have a further year in which to stUdy trends and to determine

whether it was advisable to change the speed at which the volumes of the treaty

series were published.

A preliminary report on the subject sllbmitting tentative suggestions for re­

ducing the volume of material for inclusion in the treaty series has been considered

?y the Advisory Committee preliminary to discussion by the tenth session. The

detailed comments of the Advisory Ccrr~ittee will be submitted following receipt of

the Secretary-General f s definit5_ve pr01osFl1s.

56. Pro~osal to call a General Ccnference of th~ Members of the United Nations for
the :purpose of revI'ewr;g the Chart~ (ArTIcle lo"90fthe Cha:r~er)

ParagraIJh 3 of article 109 of the Charter prOVides that lIif such a conference

has not been held before the te~th annuRl ses~ion of the General Assembly following

the coming into force of the present Charter, the proposal to call such a confere~ce

shall be placed on the agenda of that session of the G~neral Assembly, and the con­

ference shall be held. if so decided by a majority vote of the members of the Gene:t'al

Assembly and by a vote of any seven members of the Security CouncilR 11 In a.ccordance

With this, the item has been placed on the provisional agenda.

In 1953 the Assembly asked the Secretary-General to prepare certain documenta~

tion to facilitate consideration of the question of calling a general conference.

~~e!.:::::c:=:~::~~t::..:==:=~dyprepared, _
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including "The Repertory of Pract:i.ce of United Nations Organs, U in five volumes.

Under article 109, any alteration of the Charter recownended by a two-thirds

vote of such a general conference "shall take effect when ratified in accordance
, .

~dth their respective constitutional processes 'by two-thirds of the members of

the United Nations including all the permanent members of the Security Council. lI

57. Personnel Questions: item proposed by the Secretary-General
_;Tf~_ .
The General Assembly in 1954 requested the International Civil Service

Advisory Board to consider appropriate measures for providing children of staff

members with special facilities for the study of their mother tongue in cases where

they are obliged to attend local schools, in which instruction is given in another

language.

In preparing a report to the tenth session on the staff regulations, the

Secretary-General was asked to give special consideration to the question whether

measures should be tal{en to make a larger number of staff members eligible for the

education grant.

The report of the Secretary-General has not yet been issued.

58. Application of the Federal Republic of Germany for memuership in the Inter­
national Civil Aviation O~ganization: item ·proposed by the Secretary-General

In accordance with article 11 of the Agreement be'tvTeen the UN and the Inter­

national Civil Aviation Organization, an application from the government of the

Federal Republic of Germany for amnission to participation in the Convention on

International Civil Aviation was transmitted to the Secretary-General for presenta­

tion to the General Assembly. The applicat ion "las approved by the ninth session of

the ICAO Assembly, subject to the approval of the General Assembly.

The Secretary-General points out in his explanatory memorandum (Doe. A/29l2)

that the General Assembly at earlier sessions had decided to inform ICAO that it

had no objection to the admission to the specialized agency of other non-members

of the United Nations, namely, Italy, Austria and Japan.

(more)
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1. Application, under the' auspices pf tr-c::...United Nations, ,of the principle, of
eQual rig~lts and self-determination of peoples jn .the ~a..se, of, the population
of Cyprus: i t6'ii1 proposed b"Y'Greec6 -' t , , '

$. ."

Greece first brought this item to the General Assembly last year, referring in

,'its ~"{planatory'memorand.um to "the reIJeatedly ~d solemnly expres!3~d :will of tl1;e

overwhelming majo'r:fty of~'~~e :people 'of' CypruS" '':f'or union 'with Gree~e; which they

r~gard as their mother-country." The Greek gov:ernment'said it was reCl~esting that
•• ... • ~. . '. t.. ~ .:. .

the people of Cyprus "be allowed to express themselves on their futu.re."
~ . ~:. . .

The Assembly considered the item and then adopted a resolution .. reading in
, . ~ ,

part: "The General Assembly .. considering that, for the 'time being, it does not

appeara]propriate to adopt a resolution on t~e. questi9n: 9f Oyprus, decJde,8 not to

consider' further the item ..• " ' , , .' :

_ 'Greece ,has again requested inscription of the item in the agenda of the tenth
.. .0.

session of the ,Assembly (Doe. A/?920).

2. The 'Question 'of MOFocco: item 'Pro-posed by Afghanist'ati,! Burma, Egypt, Ind~a,

Indor+es,ia,. ,Iran, Iraq ~ ,Leba;nop.i... Liberia, Pakistan t the Philippines, Saud~,

Arabia, Syria, Thailand and Yemen

In their e~planatory memorandum' (Doe. A/2923 and Add .1), 'the fifteen dele ~
','

,gations declare that IIfor ma:...'ly years the Moroccan :people, under French rule, have. . " ..
, been deprived of basic rights ~f self-determination;' and that the attempt to main-

,~ain by force 'a regime contrary to the wishes of the people of Morocco has led 'to

. f1~" st'eadily 'increa~fug threat to peace." '
: " 'I' .' -.. , ••• '.

The MorocQan item has been before the' General Assembly since its seventh
.' t " t •

s~ssio~ i~ 1952. At its ninth session in 1954, the Assembly passed a reSOlution

(8J.2 '(IX» which noted that "some delegations declared that negotiations' ~etween

Fr~nc~, and M:oroccq will be initiated regarding this ques,tion," and' expressed con­

fidence that a satisfactory solution vTould be a:ch1eved .. For this reason, the

, Assembly decide~ "to postpone for the time being f~ther considerat'ion of the item. It

,This resolutio~ ~as adoPt~d by 55 vote~ in favor, none against with 4 abstentions.. .. . . " .. ". ;. .

3., -The, questibn of Alg5:~"ia: . item propo,sed by Afghanistan! Burma, Egypt, India,
Indone~ia , Iran! Iraq, LebanoD. Pakistan, Saudi Arab ia, Syria, Thailand and
~~n R ~ ,

"

The explanatory' memorandum (Doe. A/2924 and Add .1) of the 14 sponsoring

delegations claim that the situatio~ in J\J.ger':i.a'is deteriorating and that this had

(more)
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become "a cause for growing concern. ff

The people of Algeria, the memorandum g0t?s on to say, could hot be said to

have exercised their right to self..determit'iat:i.on as envisaged in the UN Charter.
, '

Matters in Algeria had now reached the pbiht, the memorandum charges, 1tl which the

only method of affirming,·France's presence in Algeria is by show of force.
. •. •• I

The c.ontinUance of' this situation" the 14 de'legations. declaJ;'e, "is creating

a serious threat to peace in the Mediterranean area."

4. Coordination of information relating to the effects of atomic radiation upon
human health and safety: item proposed by the United States .

In an explanatory memorandum (Doc. A/2931) the United States said it would

propose that the tenth General Assembly "take steps to establish procedures for the

receipt and assembly of radiological information collected by the various states

and the results of their studies of radiation effects uIJon hunian health and safety ,11

5.. The question of West Irian (West New Guinea): item proposed by Afghanistan,
Burma, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq! Lebanon, Liberia, Pakistan, the
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Thailand and Yemen,

This item was first brought before the Assembly at its ninth session in 1954

by Indonesia. Indonesia declared at the time tha.t "the claim that the Netherlands

government now has sovere ignty over West Irian cannot be accepted inasmuch as the

Charter of the Transfer of Sovereignty has 'unconditionally' transferred complete

sovereignty over Indonesia -- the former Dutch East Indies -- from the Netherlands

to the n.ew Indones ian Republic."

A resolution On this item, ad,opted in the First Committee by 34 votes in favor,

14 against with 10 abstentions, failed to receive the necessary two-thirds majority

in the Assembly on 10 December 1954, and was therefore considered to have been re­

jected. This resolution, after expressinG hope that Indonesia and the Netherlands

"will pursue their endeavors" to find a solution to the dispute "in conformity v1ith

the principles of the Charter of the United Nations," requested the parties to re­

port proGress to the tenth session of the Assembly.

In their explanatory memorandum (Doc. A/2932), the 15 delegations who now re­

quest the placing of this item on the agenda of the tenth session declare· the

fact "that 1-lest Irian was legally and even constitutionally a part of the territory

of the Netherlands East Indies -- now called Indonesia -- is ••• undeniable ... "

The Netherlands government, they charge, has turned a udeaf ear" to "earnest and

reasonable" appeals mane in the interests of peace. The situation in vlest Ir1an,

they ?laim, has remained virtually unchanged. Netherlands colonial rule over the

territory had become even more evident.
(more)
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The .spons'oJ;'~ '..P+ ..t}1e ':. ~t~m d.eclare ;,the.t .t11$~r fee;L it :·.tlier~fbr'a only -ap:Propriate'

"to bring this' question bef~re·..t~~·:~~~~~b·ly.· "with ~ v'~~~ ;to br~ging:b~th.pa~ies
.' ~ .

conoerned tOBethe-r in resumed:inegot.iatione for a .peaQeful solution of this .serious
. • I' "'.

political dispute. n

6. Progress in,deve+oping intern~ti?nat'~o~perat,ionfor the :.:peaceful.uses. of
atomic energy; reports of Governments: item proposed .bY the yn1ted States

• . - I. ,- ., ... " •

The ninth Assembly J in u-l1animously aaopting its resolution on ,international

cooperation in developing.. the peaceful ,uses of' atomic energy, expressed the hop.e

that the International Atomic Energy Agency, envisaged by' President Eisenhower in

his address of 8 December 1953 to the General Assembly, would be established without

clelay. The resolution (810 A (IX:» also suggested that members of the United

Nations b~ inform(3d on the :progress 'achieved in the establ;isp.ment. of the Agency;.

In its ex:planatory memorandum (Doe. A/2938) on the item submitted for the

tenth session, the US delegation notes that "dur!ng the :past year historic steps

have been taken to promote the :peaoeful uses of a.tomic energy for the benefit of'

all mankrnd. 11

"Significant progress, 11, the memorandum declares, has also been made' toward the

establishment of an International AtOUlic EuerQ Agency. In recognition of the

interest demonstrated by the ~MralAee"-l;f a this field, the US memorandum. says,

the United States believes that member sta.tes would a1Jpreciate the opportunity to

be further inform(3d of new developments.

7. Establishment and maintenance of a United Nations Memorial Ceu-ewry in Korea:'
item proposed by Australia, Belgiump Canada,Colombia z Ethiopia, France,'Greece,
the Netherlands, New Zealand,. the Philippines, the Union of S~uth Africa,
Thailand, Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
and the United States'

In an explanatory memorandum: (Doe. A/2939), the 15 delegations note that the

~'aves of nearly 2,000 men who served with forces which fought under the United

Nations Command are' in a cemetery at Tanggok, near Pusan, in the Republic of Korea.

The memorand.um includes a suggested draft resolution, for the cemetery to be

"established and maintained as a United Nations Memorial Cemetery inhonor of the
dead 11•

8. The question of the safety of commerciai aircraft 'flying in the 'vicinity 'o~,
or inadvertently crossing, international frontiers: item :proposed by Israel

In an explanatory memorandum (DoO" A/2940), Israel notes that in recent years

a number of cOlJJD1ercial aircraft "innocently deViating from fixed flight p~ans, 10 the

vicinity of or across international frontiers"· have been shot down, re'sulting in
serious loss of life and causing grave international friction.

The memorandum suggests a study of this question by the Secretary-General, 'in
consultation With the specialized abencies concerned and any other body he may deem
appropriate, with the Secretary-General to report hio findings and recommendations
~~ the eleventh Regular Sess ion of the General Assembly.

- -~ \



eptem-er­

.9. (a) Repp!'t.s pf the Neutr~~:,Na:bions)1e-atriEition Commission in Korea, and
~ObJ~m'Of e~·prisorte~~ ~f the" orean,war: items, ~pdsed by India

.. o' .•. .. .•

The reg.uest .for inscrip:tion of these items state?- that ~he Government of India
# • '. ~

intended to suggest, at the ~ppropriate m~eting of the General CommitteeJ that

these items be incl~ded as sUb-ite~s of Item 19, The Korean Q,t,~stion (Doc. A/2~4l);

10. Advisory services in the field of hmoan rights (Economic and Social Council
·resolution 586 (xx) of 29, July 1955)
Last July, the Economic and Social Council decided to recommend to the General

Assembly the adoption of a resolution on tec~nical assistance to aid member states

in furthering the effective observance of huraan rights.

Technical assistance activities r~lating to the promotion of women's rights,

freedom of information, and prevention of discrimination and protection of minor­

ities are already autcorized under earlier General Assembly resolutions. Now the

Council has proposed that these activities ~e ~onsolidated with a new "broad pro­

gram of assistance in the field of human rights", to be known as "Advisory Services

in the Field of Human Rights."

Provided that no adequate assistance is available through a specialized agency,

the Secretary-General would be authorized, at the request of governments, to render

assistance "in any sUbject in the field of human rights ", l.;,y provic.inr, services of

experts, fellowships and scholarships and by organizing seminars.

Under the proposed resolution, the Secretary-General would be asked to take

the new program into account when preparing the bUdgetary estimates of the United

Nations.

11. Draft convention on the nationality of married women (Economic and Social
Council r~solu~ion 587 r-XX) of 3 August 1955)
By a vote of 17 in favor to 1 against (United States), the Economic and

Social Council last August recommended that the General Assembly adopt an inter­

national convention on the nationality of married women. At the same time, the

Council submitted to the Assembly for i'(,s consideration a draft convention prepared

by the Commission on the Status of ~':omen.

For several years the Commission has been concerned over the hardships of

women who by marrying or divorcing a man of another nationality may, through con­

flicts of laws, find themselves stateless, aliens in their own country, or having

two nationalities.

Last April, the Commission approved the substance of a draft convention, based

on a text originally proposed by Cuba, which provides that a wife's nationality

need not depend automatically on her husband's or be affected by a change in his

nationality. This means that a woman would not lose her own nationality
(more)



... "J';I ...

2 September 1955

automatically when marrying an alien, nor wo~id she be compellecl to acquire his

nationality against her will. However, the ~ife would be permitted to acquire

her husband's nationality through special naturalization procedures, if she

wished, subject to limitations "in the interests of national security and public

policy. n At the same time, the situatioh would not be altered in countries where

an alien wife may, as a matter of right, acquire her husband's nationality.

In addition to the substantive articles which had been approved by the

Commission, the Commission referred to the Council proposed final clauses. The

Council felt that the detailed examination of all the articles should be left to

the Assembly.

* *** *




