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Dear Mrs. Anderson, 

Ahioma Training Centre, 
via Aloto.u, 
Milne Bay, Papua 

29 July 1968 

We are writing to you from our Centre, which is a Centre for training female 

Welfare Officers from e.11 over Papua a.nd New -Guinea. Earlier thts year some 

n:eobers of the United Nat:..ons visitir>g mission paid us a so~ial vid.t, and so we 

were ve'...'Y interested to learn about the imprescions and report of the Htssion. 

We Lmlerstt>.nd that the lil.issicn wt'.s disappoint"Jc. because they d:i.d not hear 

very much from the ·wor:ien of N:?w Guinea during their tour round the Trust Territory, 

and we have discussed the reasons for this in our Civics clo.sses at the Centre. 

v:e a.i:-e b~ppy that tbe U .N. wants to have the views of women, and feel that if 

the Mirrniono meetings hn.d been crranged more o.ccording to New Guinea custom they 

micht hn,re heard more from the women. 

In most Papuan and New Guinenn societies worr.en would not be expected to get 

up and talk in public in front of men. The men would consider this wrong, and 

so Wf'IUld the other women, and criticism, qunrrelling, jealousy and loss of 

fric112s would follou. 

Aaothcr tl:ing is that in both Papua and New Guinea, men r s work is always 

distinct from wor:i~nts work. Politico and community affairs have been introduced 
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first to men, as they '.were t~ditionally. the_.leaders in this field. Consequently 

polities, public affairs and' an ·interest in the, development of our · country are 

regarded as men t s af'fairs rathe·r than ·womens. Most" women do. not understand that 

they can, and should participate, and would not know how to begin. . 
. ··. 

Anotrier factor is that wonen in the Territory are ,usually very busy. They 

always.have be~n, and those now living in the towns have to work hard looking 

after large numbers of children, washing cotton clothes, keeping up· improved 

standards of hygiene, without the aid of modern and expensive equipment. For 

the men, on the otherhand, the introduction of the axe and the doing away with 

tribal fighting has meant that they have plenty of time for politics etc. 

We would like to make the following suggestion in connection with the United 

Nations visiting Mission. We think that the women wotild be willing to speEtk up 

if they could meet separately from the men, and speak to a woman U.N. 

representative. Yo.u mig~t consider this is old fashioned or something, bq.t this 

is our custom. We a.re _hoping too th0;t ·oefore that riext United Nations visit the 

women will have learnt more about bow they take ·part in community :affairs, and 

-will then ce willing to express their views, which we believe may be different 

in .m2.ny ways to those at our men. 

Yours respectfully,· 

(Signed) KOHEDA KARI and thirteen other students 




