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Petition 
 
 We have considered at e. general session the records of the Standing 

 Committee on Pcti tions. With respect to the incidents wbich took pln.ce in the 

 genel'al area of Loum, the actual mll'.llber of casuo.lties was :possibly over l+,000,' as 

 

during the weeks preced:i.ng the massacres planters were do.ily finding corpses in 

their fields; nor does this figure :Lnclude the dead buried by their families. 

 The offid.nl figures, however, place the casualties at less than one-tenth of the 

 
true figure. We wish to draw the t,ttention of the representative of the 

Administering Authority to the fact that their bullets (French offensive weo.pons) 

in fact caused greater lo3s of life wherever they were used, especially at LoU!U.  ile would also point out to the Members of the United Nations that, througho'lkt the 

action, Roland used soldiers armed to the teeth and not merely Ko.merun guards. 

 Furthermore, the village of Mambo is eighty-two kilometres from Bonaberi and 

 Loum is 107 kilometres from that point, which means forty-five kilom::;;tres beyond   Mcmbo, coming after Ndjoungo, Njombe, Penja and Loum-Chantiers, uhich are all 

stations on the northern railway. 
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He regret that the United Nations is not just a short distance away, so that 

our i;:eople-might corr.c forw::i.rd o.nd clarify the facts as stated in the petitio:1s 

and denied by Lefevre when no Kruncrunians are present. We also regret tb(it t:be 

Trusteeship Council's fully-coir.petent Mission failed to ing_uire into the events 

which took place in the Ynrnerun in Ma,y 19:35 and Aprtl. The United Nations should 

unde:::-sto.nd ,.,hat sort of liar :r .. efevre really is nnd send a ripecial investie;at:!.ng 

missicn to the Knn:.e::i.·tm; it would th::m be in a better position to discuss the 

i:atter end decide whether or not the Administering Authority was in fact 

responsible for tliose incidents. He regret tbaG all Lefevre does is to say tbat 

these o.llego,tions are ·bereft of e.11 foundation, without offering any concrete 

evidence. Th:!re is still bloodshed in the Kan~erun, because the new High 

Cc!:lnissioner 1/iesmr.cr incites othe!' Africans against 

rr.'.lturity of our rieople prevents u greater disaster. 

U C'• ..,, only the political 

As regards the inquiries referred to in the Committee on 2'( March 1956 

(T/C.2/SR,531, pages 3 and 4), it is impossible for the petitioner to leave the 

bush and return to the Territory, as he would be ricking irunedic: .. te arrest. We 

consequently support the Soviet Union reprcsentu.tive's amendment and assure all 

the Members of the United No.tions that no inq_niry has been undertaken by the 

Administering Authority since the incidents •. Furthermore, to complain to the 

Administering Authority.would be completely vo.lucless, as Mr. Ba.rnicaud, in his 

capacity as Public Prosecutor, stated to the Yaounde Court that only a test of 

strength can decide the icsue bet,reen the UPC and the Administration. Since the 

incidents, we have seen nothing but arbitrary action, the rule of law having died 

in tlle political vacuum, The Trusteeship Council owes it to itself and to the 

co.use of true.democracy to investio;ate the matter properly, in order to stem the 

threat to international security created by the continued bloodsh2d in the 

Cameroons. The threat to the United Nations Charter and the Trusteeship Agreement 

is even greater. Does not the Council itself encourage the colonialists to kill 

us? If not, why was the representative of' the Administering Authority received 

while ~e ~ere refused a hearing? Did not that place the Administering Authority 

in a privileged position? The United Nations would not have to listen to such 

lies, if it had previously investigated the situation and had itself obtained the 

necessary evidence. How can a court do justice i,rhen the accused is present but 
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not the complainant? We do not know whether such a procedure is consistent with 

the Charter and the Trusteeship Agreement. 

A Mission of the Trusteeship Council, enjoying the widest :powers, saw fit 

to hear only those political parties which are legally recognized. This is 

eg_uivalent to the Trusteeship Council condoning the dissolution of the democratic 

movereents struggling for Kamerun independence. It is also incomprehensible why 

the same Visiting Mission refused to accept the peti~ions of the UPC and its 
! 

allie8 while in the Kamerun undsr British admini.stration where those parties are 

legally recognized. 

We would point out to Mr. Sch£;yven, the member of the Visit'ing Mission who 

gave a negative answer to the Indian representative's question whether the 

Mission had inquired into the events of April and 1,;ay 1955 in the Kamerun, that 

he himself witnessed some of the losses ea.used by the incidents at Loum. It is 

surprising that he should so support Lefevre's lies without bothering to inquire 

into the facts, Mr. Scheyven was presumably himself connected with the police 

action during the disturbances if he can mnke such allegations. 

The administrative post at Louro :i.s s:i tuated at the very end of the indigenous 

quarter, and the police station, which was surrounded by Saba.ran troo11s who 

prevented the population from seeing the Mission, was the only place where the 

Mission called, 

We protest asainst the Visiting Mission's policy, which was designed to 

thwart the legitimate aspirations of a people determined to rid itself of the 

colonial system, that classic form of slavery. 

We protest against the poliey of High Cornrnissiouer Messmer, who, immediately 

after the massacres unleashed by Roland, seeks to divide the ~eople, practises 

racial discrimination and foments inter-African strife along the lines prepared 

by Mr. Hubert, Chief Regional Officer at Dja-Lobo; their objective is to keep the 

Kamerun divided-into North and South. 

Hoping that future discussions will talrn place in the presence of 

representatives of the democratic movement, we have the honour to be, etc. 

For the Assem"bly, the Presidilllll 

Ngassa John (Chairman) Leunche Jean Bonaventure Debandoung (Secretary) 
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Members: Nzob Pascal, Koussa Suzanne, Fonakm Atanas, Wante Catherine, 

Tcheynnou Pierre, Noumbissi Jenn 

The meet:i.ng ro::;e at 1. 30 p.m. 

Loum-Chantiers, 30 June 1956 

 

 
 

 
 

 




