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Open letter to our elected representatives of the Cameroons. 

Subject: E'BOLOWA, headquarters of :f'orced labour and op.pression 

EBOLOWA - fundamentally agricultural sub-division - do you see how your 

children are suffering under the scorchillg sun in order to lift you out of the 

rut? Your child.re:1, inured to primitive working methods, long to see you traversed 

by good roads at1d motor highways, so that your :r;cople need no longer transport 

the cocoa. on their backs. Are we to understand that all this manual labour, 

which is, moreover, of a public n~ture, comes within tho State's iufra-stn1cture 

plan? How many roads have been under construction for more than three years for 

which the humble workers have not received one penny? This is why the people 

have dubbed the~ roads "workshops of the vol1.1nteer workers". The road from 

EFOULAN to BIPINDI is a typical example. In view of the fact that work on these 

roads is called voluntary, is it logical, or even necessary, that a soldfer, decked 

out in his uni.form, symbolic of violence, should come along and feverishly speed 

up the work.of the volunteers? This new form of forced labour warrants attention. 

You don't have to be a genius in order to know that these roads ~re being 

cob.structed fn our interest. Alas, must we accept the fact that the development 

of a network of roads in our EBOLOWA entails the complete sacrifice of our 

individual liberty, of our freedom to work, of our dignity as human beings and, 

above all, of any reward for our labours in the budget item covering expenditure on 
/ 

L-if:"':~-structure. Must we put aside our vision of the men who, bent double under -
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the merciless sun and armed with-hoes, shovels, picks, hatchets and axes, have 

for three years been building tli:1.11 road frcm EFCULAN to BIPINDI with their own 

ho.nds and a.re o.lready awaiting all too impatiently the reward for their labour'i 

Both in our own interest and in that of the ruling classes, public highways 

are the re;s:rconsibility of the State, which administers its funds carefully and 

i:r.1:partially in the public interest. At a time when tl:.ey call us citizens of the 

French Union, would anyone believe that citizens of that "Union" carried on their 

heads, throuc;hout lone and ard1.i0us journeys, heavy cases, uniform-chests and 

other luggase belonging to an EBOLOWA official on his tour, which, morcmver, 

went on for a long time, and that be, a representative of France, did not have 

the hun::m decency to ci ve these humble porters a penny, because tt.eir track from 

E?OULAN to BIPINDI was not~ motor road? Dare one hope that a day will come 

'l;hcn road workers and those engaged in repairing bridces will no longer be 

subject to rebukes and beatings, o.11 because the roads are being built in our 

:nm interest, as hupr;enecl in the case of_ the bridge at MENGOHG on 19 August 1955 • 

7hat day we witnessed a sad scene in which prisoners and villagers were again 

J,laced under the indir:senat system, which was said to have been ebolished oy laws 

which are already dead-letters, as dead as the hopes tho,t they inspired. 

I: ve bring these questions to the notice of our representatives we are 

accus~d of being members of the UPC or of being anti-French, and thus th~ matter 

is q_uickly settled. Does this mean that the develofment of our EBOLOWA must 

er.tail violence and inhuman cruelty, just 'because we hcl.ve not a penny unlc,ss it 

is given to us as a political gift? We can never cease to clamour, for to 

renain silent would be to perpetuate our afflictions and these acts of 

illegality and injustice; all this impels us to action. To this effect we 

place the entire responsibility on our representatives, who are already aware 

of tbe situation in that they have experienced it, and we hope for Union and 

Action. 

(Signed) Essouma Edouard 
C,P. 165, Ebolowa1 Cameroons. 

Copies to: 

The Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights 

The National Assembly 

The Senate 

The French Union 

11 February 1956 




