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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 11COMITE DE L'UNITE TOGOLAISE" 
AND "JUVENT011 AT L.AMAKARA CONCER.11JING TOGOLAND UNDER 

FRENCH ADMINISTRATION 

(Circulated in accordance with rule 24 of the rules 
of procedure of tl1e Trusteeship Council) 

Comite Unite ~sgolaise 
and Juvento · 
Lamakara 

To the members of the United Nations Commission on Togoland~ · 

Sir, 
'• 

On behalf of our political parties we welcome your arrival among us at 

Lamakara. 

We "~<Tish to inform you of the deep suffering inflicted on us by the . · · 

Administration through the prevention of our meetings. 

Many nationalists from our parties ho.d.decided to gather together in honour 

of your arrival, and only the preventive action of the Administering Authority . 

makes us nationalists appear .. before you as such a small minority. 

We say plainly that we protest about the internal autonomy of Togoland, which 

seems little·more than a rumour; we cannot see it or feel its existence and it has 

never been approved· by the people, the Togolese Nationalists. 

This autonomy has been established by the Union des Chefs and the French 

Go~ermmant. The Togolese people, "NationalistG 11

1 have never envisaged autonomy n 

under the French Government, but rather Complete Independence and the Unification 

of the two Togolands. 

He do not hesitate to askfor the abolition of autonomy under the French 

Government. 

I ... 



T/COM.7/L.56 
English 
Page 2 

We ask your Commission to bring to an end the useless operations of the 

polling offices set up by fraud in a village to obstruct us. We shall specify 

the obstacles created by the Administering Authority by sudden and unfounded 

arrests. 

1. The President of Juvento, Piya Haut Canton, one Jean Sosso Badaba, was 

arrested atPiya on 23 May for no reason whatsoever and taken to the Sokode prison, 

where he still lies. This is not the first time that Mr. Jean Sosso has been 

molested in this way, particularly when the United Nations Commission arrived, when 

twice he was arrested~~d not released until after the United Nations Commission had 

left the area. We immediately \'Trote to :the ~andant de Cercle to ask the reason 

forthis action, which remains unknown since there has been no reply. 

2. On 5 June last the Comm~~dant de Cercle, noting the preparations of the 

Parties, Juvento and the Comite Unit4 Togolaise, in the Cercle for welcoming the 

United Nations Commission, took Mr. Marcel Agba, his secretary, with him and 

seized a member of Juvento in an office that had recently been opened at Piya. 

This nationalist, Mr. Alidi, responded with a clear conscience to the questions of 

the Con1mandant t s secretary, acting as interpreter: 

Where were you born? 

Mr. Alidi: I was born at Piya. 

The Commandant: Where do you pay your taxes? 

Mr. Alidi! I pay my taxes in British ~ogoland. 

The Commandant: .Hand over your passport. 

Mr. Alidi: It is not required for travelling between the two Togolands. 

For no better reason than this, ~tr. Alidi was made to get.into the Commandant's 

.car and taken to the gendarmerie nationale of ' the Cercle to sign a statement 

admitting violence against the Commandant de Cere le. Mr • . Alidi refused to sign 

such a false and lying statement, and was thrown into prison, Where he remained 

from· eleven in the morning to 4 o'clock in the afternoon; then he was .set free and 

told to report to the office of the Commandant de Cercle the next day at eight in 

the morning. 

When Mr. Alidi appeared, the Commandant asked him the following question: 

When are you prepared to leave the country? 

Mr. Alidi: I will leave my country when I am given an assigr~ent somewhere else. 

\ I ... 
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·r;.._ ·:~ .. ;' -~ · .: ._ .. ·.~(i. 'J:~ ~ .· .. ·:- .. ·· .~: ,: ·' .... -

. ,~r-;_Fo_pniir:o~~n~: · ,· Yo':l 1m1;st _ l~a~e. ~e , ~ountry. within some stated perio~. . . . , 

Mr • Alid?:: . ~ .~hall l;eave wb,enever I please; I am not a foreigner here.. . 
\ •• , , : :) '• : • . I • . ·· _. • ', J.-:.·. ' .· ·, _. ',' • , , , • , •': 

.. . ~~ C~mmandan~ found Mr. Alidi a hard man to get into prison, so ,h,e ha.d . . ... 

to iet . hi~· g~ vdt~o~t sayin~ .~ytllin~ ~ore. . . , .:·· . ·:· -:; ... : .. : ... ~ 
_ .. ~e- ~h9lf;l . of tlrl.s . ~as merely a . way of inter~ering with 14~. Alic}i so as :to 
< 1. • • • • , . _. , ;.: . : • • .r , . . . · · · · . · · • ~ .. ' · .. 

prevent him from being present at the arrival of the Comm1:ssi~:m, be.cause lle is a 
. - ' . .. -. . ' . . ' ;. ' ·.. . . . ) : ~ -. 

member of, Juvento. 
'._ -..,J: ' • ;· .' J i _ " : :. '; , '; : , , .• '. ' ' • .. . . ,' ' . ' '· , • · ' ' ~ ', T ;. ' 

The f_artie Progres,. which is favourable to the Administering AutJ:tpri.:ty 1 . never . ' ~: ·.. .' '. ' ' . . .... . ~ . . •' 
m.~ eta, . w~ th_ !3-ny . such P.~r+drances_ i:n its political activity 1 ~n. fact everything is · 

'"·I ', ' "'::,·). •,· ,' ,; ~ .• ~ ... . . >.·. . ' .••: .. ·~ ; _ :··· • ' ' . • ' • f • ' 1 ~ · ,' :: •. : 1 • .. ":' ' , •• , ,• • made easy 'for-~ it'~ .. . ' . . . . 
· :~.:: ~·:. .:·r-· ~.·::: .. : . . :: . ... ·- ,, ·;. . -: .:·· -.: ·~, . .- ( .... ... : 

We strongly urge the dissolution of this Legislative Assembly, unwa~ted . :&n~., 
.. 

un},{nown. to the p.~ople, $nd we call for tree elections conducted under international. 
... :~· :'(() ;-"! :, {; ·:- "·~· .~:-·. _ · ·. ~ :: . : ' . . ' •· .: . . ·~ ·"., 7~ •. ; :. '. ' . ' .)!o· · ·· ~· .:,· . . . . - ' ' ~· _.·, . ' . 

guar~nte~,,~wh~<??, in ou.:r:-. vie:W .woul:d . AC?~ be , anY. ~mped~ment to the. goal of UNIFICATioN · 
• : , • : ', ~ · 1: )·.; •• : •• ' • • : • • • • . : " ' . • • • • • ·, . ; • : -' • • ' . ,_1 ~' :-- . , • •. ) ' •• ' . • • 

AND COMPLETE INDEPENDENCE, .. . . : " .~·.... . ,_ .. . .. :·.: · ., _;·:·r: .f. !).: .: .· ~: ·· J--~: ........ · .. :-: ::-·: ~ .. ~: & ::· 
The Administering Autho~i ty r~lies . OI+ . th~ village chief 1 who has his o~n , .. .. 

. ·~·.r. :.:·\' · ~ · :-:··:.:' ~· .; :·-.:.J; .. ". · . . . · . .-:~ ':_·~ : ' "~-.: ~ .:.· ... ···. : ~ · ~.!. i': ~ ').-. : : ~~- ... ·. ;•: '! · '· : . • • , .• ; • ·· ·: 

wasy of showing loyalty by fomenting discord '.~ the C01.:Ultry and inflicting 
· .. : ."'~ . ,':; . . : ....... : ) · -.- :~ . . ··.~ -~ : ;~:t-· ,~ .... ' '+ ,', :_"' _.·,; · •. : ~:_! ._.-.-'.' 1 .: · ~~ ) ",, ·.· . •. . ... . . ,! . ''· ,. 

undeserved punishment on the nationalists,. sometimes for purely personal, motiveG,. . .... . : . ·... ., 
since this autonom.Y unde~ the French Govqrnment m~ans tha~ might is .right. 

. .. :.;: ;::; .; .• ~·. :: ·. : ... ;:.~·- · ; : , _. :f~·:; :·~:. ··· ~;; , '.i : >.:· '! .''•(>~---·: ·.·.·.. · ~ '') .... ·.. . .. ' . 
As proof of this, read what follows • .. . 

• • • ·1 '·.- .: :.: .~ ... :~. ;~(~ ~)· . .. ·~·=· : ~ :.:,_ ~i··-;:n: ·:: ~ ~- ; =.·:.- ,·.~~ ·; .: ··/' ._·-·· • .-· 

. In the Ketao . 9an ton,. Cercle <;>f L~ll1akara, . one of . :~~e mal.e ttt:trses at the .. . , ... , . ·' ,, 
~.· ·: ; ~ ; '- . j ;, . : , ·'..: ' -~ ~ .~:;\·~.'·' .~. !; : · · · ~·,) .... :_ .',,' ,'. ;I,.;··:·~ ~·:. .- , .' . ... . · .. . ·· .· . ~', ., . . 

dispen~ary ~ap~d ~ woman patient on the . OP<:!l:'ating table ... whil.e , he . -r,ras supposed .to ,, 
; . :· _._·-~ ~ ~-~ ;- :!:··. ~ ... . :t.~ _ ··:··~· ... ·.- ~- .. t ••! : . .:. ·, :t, ... · · . )~ ' -~· .: ... ·. '•' ...... · ... . .. · . ,•'.,,; .. 

be examining her. . . . , . ·0 

\:: .: ~ -::· ~-~- - · :· . .. ~-!'- -~ •• , · . ' .. ·:'-' , _· ·> .J:~: -:~. : :··· ~ · .·, " ... . .~. - ,1 

Frenziedly repulsing him, ~he .w9~an .ran t(), te.l?: h~r hu~.p.~nd ab<;>ut the h~al t~,. 
• ·'. I)_. • • . . • : . ·' . . •, . ~ . • \ • . . • . I . • • • . . 

official's indecent conduct. The husband took the matter to the Administering 
· .. "·~-~· .. '. ·. "' ~ • . :~ ~.· ~ :··1: .i · • ~- · .i · . ;·: .--: :- ,.~ • -r~ . :.i' ~v·· , : .-. · ~ · .··. · .. \, ' \·. 3,- ~ ... t . · ·· · · · ".. ·\-'· : 

Authority, whic~, far from rendering justice to the pl~in~iff 1 intimiqat~d him an~ 
• .. . . . " ' i · ::-.. . t.:. :;·;j_;· .. . ~: ! : ~· .- ·. ~ ·:. .. i ~~ ·. ··-~ . . ~ .. : . ~: ·. •' ~- . ~-- · · ·: . . : : . :' ·. ·: .. :"f . . ' 1,. , ••• ' · • . ,.! • .... . 

threatened to throw him in prison if he dared to bring action against an official · 
··~· ·· .. ·.· , ...• ,' <· .•• · • . ........ ~ .... ;.! " •· ·~:-~· ·~. . .· · ·, · 't. ~ . ·.. • ~~·· ;.' . .. ·~':., ; .': : •• ·. 

who w~'s ··a 'm~mber. of ' th~··Pa~ti T~golaia .dt~ .Progre~; this was .. because ,.the .. plafP·.:tiff , 

himself w~:S.: :a . ~~~~,~~: ~; .. :,:tl;l,1.·;CUT .( Comi t~ .p~i'~~·, .T,P??~~ise). ... :··. ,·: ·.. . . .. ; ·.: . . . ... 

This sepiqus offence l?Y a member qf the1 Parti Top:;olais ,du Progr~s will go .. ·' 
·,.'·.· ~- .. ·"· . ~·: :·i') .. -. -. · -::.' :· • . ~ -.~_-·.):'11:~:-~ . .:. ·' .. · . .. " J " • ' • • ·- l ,. . -! . .. 

unpunished, since autonomy under th~ Ji'rench Govern,ment mean~ .th.at offi_ci;3.l_s .,: ... ' :. 
\• I . ' • 

belonging to that party can eountr on having their misdeeds glossed over • 

. ·. 

; ... 
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To tell the truth there is no member of the Parti Togolais du ~ogr~s wbo 

belongs to it from conviction rather than from convenience. :Moat of the offictSls 

of the party blindly .support Internal Autonomy under ' the French Government in 

order to have their misdeeds winked. at by the l.aw 1 ·to be well thought of 1 to be 

free of police supervision, or merely to keep the~r jobs. 
Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are C~esar's; and unto God 

the things that are Godrs. 

Tb us, the Tbgolese People, complete independence to free us from slavery 

unde~ the French Government. 
• . 1 

· vle ask you to compare t~ life ·o:r·"S:n ~fficia:l of the. Parti :Togolais du· Progres 

with that of a nationalist; when you see the vast difference you will be struck 

with compassion. 
If you have really left your :b~autii\11 bbmelEnias and ·loving fSmilies' in· erder 

to separate truth from falseh~ad among the. rufuotir~ about .our Togoland that b~~e . 
reached you at the United Nations during the last few years, and you are really 
members· of. the Commission known as: the Fact Fibaing Mission, th~se · wh~ hope . to 

benefit :trek your efforts prostrat~<the~ei~es b~fore yot:/ vdtb crie~ bf . . 
j'oy · •• :. Ablode. " · · •· · ' · · ··· t· · · 

. : ' ' ... . . 

Today in the Territory mast ·of our mediCal. · care h~s \o be paiA '!or, 

especi8liy in the Cabrais Region. . Th~ reven~e . fro~ our ta.X~~ disapp~ars without . 
a trace, but the arrival among us of Visiting Missions ·atiDlulated the. French 

I 

Government to furni~b new supplies far most of the dispensaries because of the 
. ; ' . 

visit; once it is over, our sufferings go untended. 

Under our old Assembly the taxes paid for the maintenance of roads, bridges 

and so forth; now, under the legislature · of the so-cSJ.led. ':tnternal Auto~omy ~11 
the money is spent on politics, and public works are negiected. See ,for example 

the road from Lame to Yapango (the 1ntercolonial. road). · · · 

The money set aside for these public works finds its way back to the 

Deputies, to the Delegates and . to the Minist~s ,' and . becomes money to b~ s~e~t on . ·. . .. 
parties and on the many cars they use for joy-riding. 

I ... 
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'·.; T:his irresponsibility ':is . th~';r~a.sc;n · 'fbr' tit~ baa>condi tion of the roads 1 . .. 

which· leads ·· to -continUal 'bci:- . kccicle~t"i3 '• - - ~ ·: · ; : •· _.- : ': ; · <· ·-·.;: · · . 
The Goy~rnment, haVing ~ep~ived. .th~ Natidnali~ts; of all their rights- and . 

' \ . . ' . ,.. . ' .. - . 

given them to the members of the Parti Togola.is du Progres, has divided _the 
. ' . . . . 

country into the South for the members ~ of the CUT and the North fo:z:: the French · 
Government • 

. _-If ·you t!:lke· a· look· at: the offices of the Cercle of Lamakara ·you will at -once , · 

detect raciali~m.ther~. . : . .. '. 

This racialism is based on politics, and its aim is to hand over to the 

colonieJ.ists eJ.l Togoland and _ the members. .. of the C~brais race who have blindly 

followed a political line for their own advantage. 

In the offi~es· in the South all Togolanders have equal rights 1 but it is not 
so in the North. 

Inquire for yourselves; you will find that it is as we say, the French 

Government has imposed a salary reduction on the highly paid officials in the 

Territory. This was done to relieve the v1I'etched condition of the people, and to . 

give work to a large number of·unemploye~ workers such as masons, joiners, 

carpenters, and so forth, as a sign of encouragement to the people. The opposite 

of this duty is to dismiss workers. 

VIe ask for our political freedom. Our Juvento office has been set on fire 

twice running. At the moment you will find it burnt down, and this was done 

deliberately to destroy our files, and prevent us from sending in petitions to the 

Commission. 

The Administering Authority was aware of these actions, and hoped to discourage · 

us in our 'mrk, also by imprisoning us without cause. 

The reason that fe11er of us :tl_lr.n of the other :party appear before you is that , 

free transport is provided for them. The Government granted the Parti Togolais . 

du Progres free transport for the people living in the bush - men, women, adults 

and children, and for two or three days before the arrival of the Commission there 

was a publicity ' campaign about it in ' the to1m of Lamakara, 1-1hereas we members of 

the CUT and Juvento bad to make our way in our frail little boats to where we could 

await the arrival of the Commission, our hearts full of hope. 

I ... 
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How many years is it now since the Parti Togolais dU: Progres first announced 

to the United Nations that it had its own little civilization; and hoped to 

achieve a higher level of 'civilization and independence'?.:. ' 

How many years is it now since it· has developed sufficiently f'or Independence, 

yet the only form of it offered to us exclud-es·ariy ~ember ?f the ·cuT or .Ju7"ento? 

We maintain our stand, and. insistently call for the complete Ind.ependence 

and Unification of the two Togolands. 

Bode Isoufo-Secreta.ry 

(§iened) illegiblE:l, 

.ABLODE 
.. ' 

-·---

Mam8h Pierre - President of the 
. •. CUT' and·· JUVEN'ro 

(Signed) illegible 
. I ' 




