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Leader of the Opposition, 
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His Honour 
The Commissioner of the Cameroons, 
Ccmmissioner 1s Office, 
BUEA. 

Sir, 
Meeting 5!! So~_ther::J. Cameroons House of A~~bly 

Following on our discussion with you yesterday morning, I am nm, writing to 

confirm our reguest that a meeting of the Southern Cameroon~ House of Assembly be 

Summoned before Christmas, for the following reasons:-

(a) For the Government to restate its policy in the light of the recent 

Resolution by the General Assembly of United Nations on the future of 

the Southern Cameroons; 
(b) To debate the expenditure of public funds for the newly established 

additional lfdnistries for which no financial provision was made either in 

the current year 1s estimates or in the fi.rst Supplementary Estimates, 

1q:::;q 160· ..,, .,. ,,,. I , 

( c) To debate the Phi:1.ipson I s Report on the Fin9.ncial and Economic 

implications of Secession from the Federation of Nigeria. 
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When the K.N.D.P. came into power early this year, the new Government maae a 

clear statement of policy which waG reflected in the Speech from the Throne. This 

:policy statement was fully debated. as well as a motion by the Minister of Works 

and Trc.nsport, which was passed on the 12th Febr1.1.ary, 1959. It is clear that the 

recent resolution of the General Assei.nbly is in conflict with Government intentions, 

and the people of the Southern Cameroons are entitled to know what the Premier's 

new pr~gramrne is in respect of the resolution· itself and the investigationo that 

were ordered to exA.mine the implications inseparable frcm executing his original 

policy. It will also be remembered that after the earlier decision of the General 

Assembly in Fetruary th!s year, the Premier re,orted to the House of Assembly. 

He are of the opinion that the recent decision of the General Assembly on the 

future of the Territory is very far reaching in its eff3ct and inasmuch as it 

involves a possible choice for the British sector to reunify with the French 

Cameroons, which attains her independence in the New Year, it becomes, in our view, 

almost obligatory for the Go~rnrhment to declare his policy, without any 

equivocation whatsoever, before January 1, 1960. 
The Order-in-Council bringj,ng the decisions of the last Nigerian Constitutional 

Conference into operation has recently been signed by Her Majesty, and as a result 

the Premier, Mr. Foncha, bas created two new Ministries. As far as we remeraber, no 

provisions were made in the Estimates for meeting these new expenditure which is 

bound to be heavy as new offices and additional posts will have to be created to 

serve the new Ministries. Are we to understand that Government intends to 

introduce this expenditure through the back door without seeking the sanction and 

authority of the Legislature as provided for under the Finance Law? Could these 

matters be classified as emergency re~uirements too? 

He are convinced, Your Honour, that the subjects listed above are of sufficient 

public interest and urgency to deserve an emergency meeting of the Legislature to 

del~berate upon them, and we appeal to Your Honour to use your good offices to 

advice the Executive Council to summon an early meeting of the Southern Cameroons 

Rouse of 11.ssembly. 
We a.re in duty to make it quite clear that any atterJpts on the part of 

Government to cover itself in a smoke screen of secrecy at a time like this can 

only be interpreted as an indication of loss of confidence. The remedy for this is 

an immediate dissolution of the House to enable them to seek a new mandate from 
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the electorate. No Government that is worth its salt can circumvent the normal 

parliamentary channels in stating its policy or in implem~nting measures d~si.gned 

to serve the public inte:mst. 

We sincerely hope toot our re~uest will be given due consideration in the 

interest of preserving t~c High traditions of parliamentary democracy in t~e 

Southern Ca~e~oons. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, Your humble obedient Serve,nt, 

LeaC.ar of the Cppos:ttion, 
Soutbe~n Cameroons Ho~se of Assembly 

c • c. ms Excellency the Htg!1 Cotamissioner 
for Southern Ca~eroons, Lagos 

The Secretary-General, United Nations, 
Lake Success, New York, U.S.A. 




