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'' 

Administering Authority for the Trust Territory of Soma.liland, · a. communication 

dated 29 December 1951 from Messrs. Mori Muambo, M. Esuka and others, concerning 
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The Director of Prisons, 
La~os,. H I G E R I A, 
The Resid.ent, Cron. Province,· 
The ~istrict Officer, 

V 1 c t o r i a. 

COPY 

Unhe0d.ed complr-Hnts of atrocious 
Farm dentructions 

by His Ma,iesty' s Prisoners. 

-~-----0-------

Sir, 

British Cameroons,. 
Buea. District, 
Membea Villa-3e 1 
29th December, 1951 

On behalf'. and for our people, we the unclersignod have the hor:.our to ·bring 

the follo,ring complaint which hes been an outstanding one for years. 

That most of our fart'.JS situated on the Buea Hill have been from time to 

time destroyed wilfully by the prisoners and Warders of II.M. Convict Prison, 

Buea., under the pretence and. cloak of searching firewoods for the use of 

Govern.":lent officials in Buea Station. 

This deplorable complaint has been from time to time reported to the Off1cer­

in-Charge of H.M. Convict Prison, Buea, and other ~uthorities in the locality but 

no hoed has been paid to that. 

2. In March, 1949, one Mbela Woka (petitioner) met a great da.mage done on 

our farmn by these prisoners in the knowledge o~ their respective warders, 

reported this to the police but this report was unhoedod to. On account of this · 

unheedlessness by the ~uthority we decided to hire watchmen to catch these 

prisoners and then nnrching them to the police or to any -other authority concerned.

One ex-constable, George li'awty, a Bamendaman, volunteered to do the job 

accompanied by two women with a young mnn, N,1ia. 

Fortunately,· on the 23rd. of August, 1949, they met these p~isoners damaging 

the farms, in fellinB lar.ge trees and splitting them into firewoods, much cocoyam 

tnbera were destroyed and others uprooted purposely to get the 'l™ for their food 

/ 1which were J?art Y
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w,l11ch wore partly. to be _taken pom.e and. somo times hid on the way· and then strike 

bargain with people who can buy~ whilst the rest were beine roasted or 

cooked on the very spot. 

On the very spot three extra. boys who were the Warders t honoe serrants were 

also found·with these prisoners as the warder in charge of the prisoners was not 

there tvith them. 

These prisoners were noteQ by George Fawty with the identification Nos. Y217, 

227, 257 & 290~ Mr. Fawty so bold and robust enough managed to get hold on thern 

ar..d seized a falling a.'i:e and throe :m.a.tcheto from them which were intended to be 

shown to the police as exhibits. 

After an ho;.n,ts time of much noise at the spot one Ward.er, Joseph, in charge 

, of the prisoners camo to the scene and the d,w.,age was done to him. Be the warder 

begged for the return of this axe with the three m."l.tchets, tM.s was refused. The 

Warder told Mr. Fawt~r, our watchmen, that he himself could not settle the matter 

alone unless they all go to meet a. 2nd Class Hard.er, Htui, who could decide the 

matter catisf'actorily. In the 0Ol'lpany of the Ward.er these four prisoners with 

the three Warder' e servants were marched to meet the 2nd Class ·rard.er to the 

wood camp which took them to a diEltance of about a quarter mile. There they met 

the ~nd Class Warder with some other convicto,. Ndiva Litia, w-ithmen1' others 

roasting some cocoyams which were stolen from our fann.. After the incictent and 

statement were gl ven to the 2nd. Class Warder, Ntui, with another Ward.er met there, 

Bernard, our people now went and reported the whole stor-J to the Officer-in­

Charge H. M. Prison :Buea. Mr. Fawty gave to the Officer names of the Warders 

involved to the matter as well as the id.entification numbers o:f the four 

prisoners mentioning also the tpree Warder's servants who managed. to escape on 

the way after they were shown to the first-warder. The Officer-in-Charge 

promised to investigate the matter later on but after all he failed to do so, 

on purpose and even refused r:ey suggestion to visit the fanus and see personally 

the damage himself and to arrange for an identification parade,. 

3. On the 26th of August, 1949, the le('ly already named above, Eliza Nalova 

la Mbele in company of other women met a prisoner stealing.cocoyams from one of 

our farms. The prisoner eocaped in leaving the cocoyams behind him. This 

incident was also reported to the Officer i/c Prison while tho cocoyams were 

taken to the police for action but nothing was done. 

/4. On Monday 
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li-. On. M·:mda? the 29th of' August, our p19ople, r..emely George Fawty, 
. . . 

Mbel ta 1-Toka and Moki mo Mwru:ibo left for our fn:rmB to watch they hid themoel vee, 

at a corner of the farm. They saw prieoners felling tree9 encl splitting them · 

into firet-roocls on the farms. Later a prisoner looked up but eeeing nobody 

started rooting up cocoyrun tubers. Hbola then cGme forward to apprehend him. 

The prisoner raised o.n alarm and as a rest:ilt several -prisoners and warders carr.e 

up ~nd assaulted our people Gear.go Fuwty, hawcver, mam,ged to escape when he 

heard an .order beir./!, ci -.ren by tho wc.:rclcrs th~t. he, George, should be eingled out 

for severe flo0c;ing. . Mbel~ and. Moki w<Jre well beaten up and the ward.em, who 

were in charge of firewood e;angs, arrested our people Moki and i,fuela and dragged 

thet1 before the Chiof 1:rarder to the Convict Prison where the Chief irarder 

directed. the m:uuers to take them to the Polico CbarGe Office. On hearine of 
" 

thi.s incident, our brother, if .I-1. Hwambo, a servant under the N .A. Treasu~J Oi'fice,

Buea, lnter+iewed tho Officer-in-Charge Prison in acquo.intinJ him with what was 

going on. 

No 2.tteJ11.pt uao howcve:i." ma.de by the police to riend our people for nedical 

exo.mination with a view to t,scertuining the ex.tent of the injury sustained by 

them, Vioki and. ffocla wer~ unable to hear w·ell for some clays after the beating. 

T::10y attended .the hospital on the nm:t day onwards till the 31st of Aur.;ust when 

wo reminC:ed.thc .i:'olico SerE;eant that c. medical ex:ominntion wag necessary. 

5. Early on August 3·), our sister, Eliza MbeJ.a., t-rho went to her own farm 

was chased by prisoners on the allegation that she was uprooting cocoyam tubers 

on her o·,m farm. Thie m.1,a doubtless a ruse to deflect the responsibility for 

the dama;3e to our farms to a member of our fo:nily. As our stster was being 

chased, she cried for hel11. Our oenior brother, Esos'a Mwambo, who happened to 

be working on 111.s farm, er.me ur, to ee~ what was h0:9pening and. he was well flogg0d 

by both the prisoners and uarders before the senior warder in chare;o of the ~mod 

5angs. When news of this "official atrocity" .reached the Police Charge Office, 

a constable '1-iaS detailed to investigate matters on the spot. 

Another report was made by .:,ur brother, William Mwambo, to the Offioer-1n­

Charge Prison to see something done to remedy the constant trouble arioinG 

between the warders, prisoners and the farm owners and. the Officer made no good · 

reply which can be guot0d llere .•. As Mr. Mwambo failed to be assaused. by the o.c. 
Prison he again went and apDro~ched the Senior Resident about the same tr9uble, 

the latter fixed. hours and tur.e on which both were to meet and to hear what the 

/o.c. Prison 



T /COM.4/L .l 
Page 5 

o.c. Prison would enew-er about the c.onstant damage and trouble caused by the 

prisoners. When the Senior Resident was met he told onr brother tbat the 

o.c. Prison was asked and said that "he had seen no evidence in the Police Case 

File to prove that his prlsoners had stolen any cocoymns althonch the farms on 

September 4th, 1949 (Sunday). in order to .sa.tiefy himself as to the extent of the 

alleged dama1:;e don~ b;y his prisoners,. this he d.id.". 

6. On Monday the 5th Seytember, 1949, a triokiah 19-entif'ication pa.rad.e was 

arranged by the !):)lice wheros.o th~. people. ~rho could truly identify the habitual 

culprits immediately after the incident of Augus·t 23_rd. were not allowed to do so • 

. The Prisoners who were actively concerned. in the cocoyam thef'ts were not 

produced. and therefore our eistor could only ido:.1tii';v the }.)risoner who did not 

tsJ...:e part in the actual thoft although he was a member of' the wood-cutting gang. 

7. It is g_u:ite useless to repeat countirl(!, dates of' su'bseg_uent incidents 

followed after this false identificat:l.on IJc:rad.o which had. justified. the •,re:rd.ers 

and pri□oners t alle3ation of' d.emagea being done on oar farms. 

Since that tirn.e _our pooplo c.nd womf:ln have been living in terror, threats 

and menacer, of' being kidnapped on ou1• farms and be eeverly flogGed. or be falsely 

e.ccused as it .once happened ~,rith our sister and. brother, or to be' committea to 

prison, see mention of this in para. 5 above. 

F: 0 -::11 that time unto this day ·women only 130 to their farms in great number 

to avoid thiEl trouble which awaits them. in st0re. And on the day that women 

fail to be seen on their farms it will be a fair chance by prisoners and warders 

to collect enovr,h food, carried home and eometim(:is hidden for the next day to 

be taken ho· ·e. As the wurd.ers r servant a were seen and arrested, now the plan 

of their tar. lng fooa.s fr~m our fu:t'Il'lB is that th0y are kept far from the farms 

and wait there until all f'ood is brousht by prisoners uni then they ta'lce over 

from the latter. 

Ao we failed to be a.sm;,.aged by the Authority concerned we planned to brier 

out a solicitor in this matter. The solicitor asked us to give him the total 
' amount of what we shall olaim beins damages done on our farms. 

The followings were ,,rhat we had calculated:-

( a.) 359 "Mother" cocoyam stems or tubere uprooted and others damaged by 

fallen trees. The stems were stems· were strewn all over the farz3. 

These were \oritnessed. by the o.c. Pri~on; Buea, on the ltth of September, 

'49. 
/(b) 1 large 
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(b) l large_ pear tree 
• • • I • 

(c) 2 large tree□ 

(d) 65 IL.ed.ium-sized trees 

( .f~lled on our fal"n".s, and 

(used for fi~ewood by 

(the Buea Prioon. 

Our clait:1 was as follows-

(a) e.t 5/-per 

(b) at 8/­
Stem • •• • ••••••. • .• ••••• • .•••••••••••••••• ;89 .15. Od,_ 

................. •· ..... • .......... . H.Od 

1.10.0d 

16. 5.0d 
(c) nt 15/- each 

(d) at 5/- ench 

.••••• !! •, •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ •••• 

... • ......... " .... • ........... • ..... . 
~1O7.10.Od 

After we had calculnted this in undervaluing the potential •rnlu.e of the 

tubers which the 3'.59 would hnve yleldod dttc:!.ng the current year,. 1-re feareLl to 

•. hand the matter over to the solicitor thinlcing how the Authority concerned t-16uld 

firmly stand to defend the prisone:ro to avaid a world.shame, we refrained to do 

because the f.:ilse identlfica.tion pa.rude vhich \<TaS arrall[;ed was to safegurd their 

wi ttin[; defence. Aml now that ire have not done an;rthing to avert this trouble 

our suffering is tvofold. and. is ever increasing unchecked.. 

Where is then now our. peace and fre.edom under the Union Jeck while our 

entire lives are l"l'.JW at stake? We arc to d.ie from hunger to-morrow in order to 

save the prisoners of His Majesty's Government. 

1·iriter/Soppo. 
Fee 40/ - (Forty) 

Copy to -
The Governor of Nigeria, 
The Sec-General, Ul'10. · 

:Ja have the honour,· etc & etc, 

Your obedient petitioners, 

(signed) -L. Muambo s/ M. Esulm 

II Mbele Woka s / .M"o~raye Ikom.e 

II (Illefsiblo) s/ Neeke Nyime ••• 

II (Illegible) ( thumb pr_int) ... 
( thumb p:rint) 

E •. In Se·t,)tember, 1951, one Masolce ma Ndum"be of Sopp-:.>-V'onganga, a member of our 

family went t.o the hill (t•relli) in cutting and splitting'cardboards for building 

purpOSA • As he was met t,1orking . alone near farms' the ·1.rarder '1n charge of the 

gang, Clement Bonda, ordered the prisoners to· catch him, after· he· was i-rell 

beaten, was taken to the Police Office, Buea, and iocked up there for three 

. days. With no -investigation of the case ·why he was caught and locked up for 

he was quietly released. 
/In tho whole 
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In the whole three days that Ndumbe was locked up by the :Nigerian Police, 

no one of his family knew anything of this story and people had to mke a great 

sec::.rch o:f him here and there. It was on the third day that people were hinted 

of' his whereabouts and in the evening released for fear that the police had had 

no r8.son to show why he was locked up for. 

The weight of our complaints and. oufferings partly put down here, as ignored 

by the Ad.ministerin0 Authority, whow how we are not safe nor secure under the 

British flag, laws, and protection although the Administering Authority is 

boa.stin3 on the yearly Reporte to the UNO ho!; we are properly cared, protected and 

gQverned here. The services of both the Nigerian Police and officials towards 

us t::ie weak and illiterate poopJ.e c,f this Truct Territory ar.e indiscriptable., 

cruel and unbearable. N1rn.mbe could. be accidentally killed both by the Warders 

and policement throueh severe beatings as mention of this ia w..a.de in para 4 

( four) above but tho G:,vernm.0nt coul<l do nothing other than defendins the Warders 

and the policemen. 

Can a civilized nation in the world today say 11 we the petitioners are safe 

and secure whUe our people can be kid.napped, locked up and released with no 

case?" 

We now suffer from many threats, lnsuJ.ts and oppressions wh1.ch our fore­

fathers did no'J know. In any small case that happens between ns and the 

Government (official), we cannot resist satisfactorily ~or raise any voice as 

the ever ready laws and ordinances, which we do not know, are immediately quoted 

to barricade our mm sedimentar-.:r strife and right. 

9. The o/c Prison at the time as mentioned. in para 6 e:bove was 

Mr. OaG. Cudmore. 

Hopefully we belie7e that this "trouble" which lies in our store, now laying 

reached the Supreme Authorities "it will be stamped out utterly and never to be 

dreamed again" o.s we shall only loolc forward for the com:i;r::nso.tion of our :food and 

ecc~omic trees mentioned under para 7 of this letter. 

Es • Woletae, 
Letter Wrl ter 

and. 
Historian of Southern Cameroons. 

Ramble Petitioners, 

(~irmed) Moki Muambo 

r::amied) M.E .Suka 
\. Q ... 




