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Sir, 

COPY 

26 June 1952 

My caoe -v;as d0alt with on 23 June 1952. :Vll'. Petillon, the 

Vice-Govarnor-Gene::..'sl, replied to m;y- charge, and I am very grateful, for you told. 

rna wh'-'lt Mr. Pet:i.llon said in his reply. 

I was appointed Sub-Chief in 1932. I would like to ask you to consider 

carefully how b2dly I, and the others, ~re treated during thst time. Having 

been appointed Sub-Chief, I had to be :paid, but, though a Sub-Chief, I had a 

grent deal of trou;:)le to buy rTith "Ff own money notebooks in which to register all 

those living on ray hill. So it crn1 ba ooan hov badly the State treated us. 

In order to write, one must, of course, have a table, ink and pen. 

All this o Sub-C;hief bought with his o-wn n:onay, er..d taxes were always my 

responsibility. If the tax vras not fair 1 I v9a in great danger of having ~o 

reimburse, 1keroas I received nothing by vay of :payn:ent. 'Vlhere is the justice 

in this? 

In odd.ition, I wo1•ked ea o jt!ga tm!l also as an agronomj_st, 1-mtching 

over the fields on my bill. I did that for seven years without being paid. 

Our :payn:ent was ten days of service for eac.b perE:on on the hill. I 

!":e:d 240 persons on ILY hill, end in a year I received 2,400 deys in all. In the 

oeven years during which I was a Sub-Chief, therefore, I received 16,800 days of 

rzervice. I "1-rould ask you to take good note of the fact that "ffiY field of coffee 

bushes and my tim'ber plontings 1vere produced by the official service which I 

received for each :person on my hill. 

I planted these trees quite close to the official road, for I thought 

thot I would later sell them to others, 6nd the plnntings close to m.y own house 

wore only for firnwoodj they wero not plnnted in anyona elce's fieldo. 

Hr. PO:Ullon said tbot the trees wore :planted on land in which I had 

no prlvoto riebts. That is not true, since, as a Sub-Chief, I had a right to 

loolc for o plot of land. on my hill. Moreover, I never pltmted my timber on 

n~vone else's lnnd; if I had I would hove beon prosecuted. 

/As for th~ 
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As for the ·coffee plantation, ·it:· is said thl:lt I found it already 

pla:<2.ted. Yes, but that ;.res not true, for·· the coffse :plantation vrM:cl;J. I found was 

destroyed and afterwards I :planted eucalyptus in its :Place. Af'terilarda I was 

sho"Wn another :place near one of Semja:ra 's fields, but .it was not in his fields, 

as alleged. I vron6.'3::." ¥lhy my black fri{n;.da arf:3 110t against :rse, bu~ only the 

goveril!Ilent -.:·Thites, wl10 are in 8 hurry to make ID9 die in :poverty. You can, of 

course, re-read what 16:-. P~tillon said in :reply in my case; but what I. wished to 

say in reply to ¥J!'. :Potillon has been ker.t from you. Another reason which is . 

ob~ious is that if a ·rub-Chief hao dons 1no0ng he must be made to leave his hill, 

and then tho otter Sub;..C!1ief "rho re:r~lacea him r~·Jeivea only the coffee :plantation 

but not the :plar.:!ii-:J.gs of timber, fc: .. j~oee are sold to the white people :working 

1n the rni:c.es and it is cla:1Ir.e1 t!lat -!-.l:!e mo:J.ey will rerr.ain :in the indigenous welfare 

fur..d, but if one asks w:hat ba:nof:t'i (;:his :::J:)ney doss to th-a indigenous inhabitants, 

:10na will be found.. I sha,.lld liko ycu to ask Mr. Scheyven about this, for when 

I brought my charge he was at Us:1:~"J u·a as a S·tata Judge. If the truth counts, 

thE~refore, he can tell you eve1··ythi.:1b frankly. 

There io a reason h6~o ~;1.ich ia Very important and very sad for the 

inh~bitnnts of R~dn. 

1. All the Banyar-.randa are asking why they cannot have the freedom 

vhich is to be found. in other countries which are like Ruanda. In Ruanda. the 

3tate does not allo-vr th9 in1iGenous inhabitants to build their <hv-ellin£38 with timber 

Zrom a natural forest UP2esa they ~ay 10,000 francs~~t 

2. In Ruanda, the whiteo can always make the indigenous inhabitants 

mo\"e against theil' will without paying them a fair :price. Many indigenous 

inhabitants cannot write, and thoy are forced to make their marks blindly and in 

great fear, and they are not told what they are entitled to receive as compensation 

for being moved. 

3. Here in Ruanda no one has the right to build his dwelling as ho. 

wishes. For example,· there !s a :place called Muhari where the National Park is; 

the indigenous inhabitants are not allowed to build. their houses there, 1whereas a 

?ele;ian can. 

/4 . There are n:ar •. r 
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4. There are :mnny Bonyanronda 'tvho r:,o to Uganda. · vlhen they return 
. . 

with property whic~ they have acquired ::ith mu~h difficulty, they are asked by 

the white officials at the customs to c21ow '1-Thnt they have. This is a matter which

should be treated eJrmpatheticolly. 

5· .All tho Banyarvumda ere ~-rendering why j_t is difficult to trade, 

espaciolly in notlve ueversges. If an indigenous inhabitant buys a beverage 

from someone without e license, the vendor is asked to pay a fine of 5,000 francs, 

an amount lrl1ich o white person's employee does :not earn in a month. 

6. All th~ B~mysrwanda wonder '!-Thy it is that in the territory of 

Tanganyika thore ore no toxes on cattle ani wives, althou~~ Ruanda-Orundi is in 
I 

the sa:tr.e catego~·y os Tan(!anyilro. 

F·urthermore, in a or:•) r.cn··:.;s cf the Belgian Congo, such as the territory 

of Kumu, there are. msny cati.il~ c~ -;~l:ich n.o to::es are levied. If the Belgian 

Goverr.J:OOnt is fo ir, · ~re ask i-Thy v;e c.r~3 badly treated. 

To revert to the quosti•:: of rrzy- coffee plantations, in 1936 I harvested 

1,500 kilograms, so that clur:!.ng the 16 yearo in which I did not pick these 

coffee plantotions, the total yield may be estiiUJtad at 24,000 kilograms. 

As regards :my tim~er plantings, son:e treeo have alre:ady been felled, . 

and even :in Nay a nUJllber of t:i:eas ;rere sold to tho Somoki Com:pany • 

I should l:!.ke tc ask you to r,iva my case a fair hearing and, as 

cuaton:ary, without regard to colour~ 

As you kncr..r, a n:an, whether white, black or yellow, who has a family 

of three children and a wife'must.clothe and feed them. I had a family of three 

children and a wife, who are now separated from rr.e, fo:- the poverty caused by the 

bad tre~tment which I received at the hands of the State has prevented me from 

rraintaining my family. 

At the present· time I am lilm a man whom God has cursed •. I spend my 

time on:ong friends who cnn cive n:o a little help to buy clothes. There are 

1,127 persona who have given mo shelter. I would bo vary glad if you could help 

n:a to find a living without molestation by the State. I hope to receive a 

favourable reply if I am still in this life. 

I hove the honour etc. 

(Signed) ••• illegible 

Received at United Nations headquarters on 3 Ju~ 1952. 

... Kabondo 




