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Impassioned appeal to tb~ Belgian Government and to all 
men of good will 

Is it not our duty, as Barundi~ in this troubled period of the history of 

our country'· to give Belgian opinion and international opinion clear and precise 

inforn1ation on the origin of the evil which is ravaging our beloved country, 

and to propose concrete solutions to mitigate the DISASTER and CATASTROPRE which 

are imminent? 

We appeal first to the Belgian Governmer+t, since _we are sure that some of 

its representatives in Ruanda-Urundi, and not the least impor~ant of them, have 

failed in thair task and betrayed their mis.sion . and cannot be approved by t:~e 

metropolitan country, unless the latter has been misinformed. We refuse to 

believe that the valiant Belgian people, a peace-loving r::eople, a Christia:z people., 

can endorse the shameful policy of Mr. Jean-Paul Harroy, the Resident General. 

The confidence of the Murundi people in the Belgian Government should continue 

and increase,_ and would continue and increase if this Government solemnly 

condemned the iniquitous actions of ~~. Harroy and. his associates. 

Tae following are the principal grievances against the trusteeehip 

Administration: 
1. Mr. Harroy has committed the serious error of believing that the only 

method of persuading the llegro is. to ·confront him with brute force. He is 

totally ignorant of the value of discussion and considers it pointless to consult 

the people under his administration, upon whom he purely and simply imposes his 

deci3ions, which are sometimes confusing, without taking the trouble to adapt his 

methods to the true interests of the indigenous inhabitants. ; ... 
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2. A typical eJ..-ample is the establishment of the Provincial Administrators. 

This institution, by its non-political character, at least according to the 

DecJ4Lation of 10 November 1959, corresponds to a real administrative need, and 

as such, can only be welcoilled. In practice, however, this inotitution immediately 

ceases to be non-political. The new Administrators are the POLITICAL tools of 

Mr. Harroy,. To be convinced of this, it is sufficient to e.r.:amine close~.y the list 

of Provincinl Administrators. The method of recruitment has all the appearance 

of fairness, b~t only the appearance~ The candidates should ~ave been selected 

by exnminati.on. Strange to say, however, only three of the seventeen successful 

Uproni5ts (members of UPTIONA, the party of UNION and NATIONAL PROGRESS)were 

appointed Ac1ministrators, and they were inten·:;;ionally sent •::o Usumbura, "YThere they 

will have little influence, since the interior is the preserve of the P.D.C. (Parti 

Democratig_ue Chretien), -vrhich is in league with ~Ir. Harroy. Thanlts to these new 

Administrator~, Mr~ Harroy hopes to reach future electors more easily, or rather 

to humble the recalcitrants in accordance with his notorious policy of firmness. 

This firmness, however, no loncer deceives anyone; its outline can already be 

traced and its direction is obvious. The recalcitrants, the trouble-makers, the 

COl~~iiSTS, those ~ho endanger public order, always happen to be those who are 

most vigorously defending the interests of the Nation, those who are revealing to 

the eyes of the public the injustices, unfortunately all too numerous, of the 

trusteeship Administration. 

3. \\~at are we to think of the arbitrary arrest of Prince Louis RWAGASORE, 

•rho ic at present under house arrest'l By this extreme and provocative step, taken 

on the eve of the con::munal elections, Nr. Harroy hoped to bring the progress of 

UFRONA to an abrupt halt and if possible to annihilate it, for the benefit of 

his friendn the PeD.C. The prestige and popularity of the Prince are such that 

Mrfi Hnrroyts action would normally have provoked a large-scale uprising of the 

population, especially at Usumbura. Mr. Harroy had laid his plans and vms ready 

to take advantage of the NEH SITUATION. 'Ihe Burundi reacted to this satanic 

policy of force with traditional Murundi wisdom: 'WAMANYAMA AHASARA NTASABA, LET 

US KEEP CAlli". Unbelievable. 

; ... 
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All this shows sufficiently bow little the trusteeship Administration, or 

ratter certain individuals in this Administration, headed by the Resident General, 

Jean-PaUl Harroy, are concerned about the well-being of the population for whose 
interests they are responeible~ 

Couseq~ently we suggest, as solutions to this unhappy situation: 

1. '.i:he immediate REPATRIATION of the Resident General of Ruanda-Urundi, 

his militia and his guiliiy advisors, though this does ~ot preclude more suitable 

repla.cem::mtG. !n making those rep1a.cements the Belgian Government should consider 

the interests of the indigenous .POp1llation as well as those of the Belgians in 

Ruand.a. .. Urund!., e.nd pe!'ha.ps even befor'e these interests. This would be the only 

firm gua.ra.n~ce of colla1:loration between Belgians and :Barundi. 

2. R3gu.ls.r CONStlLTP.TI')N of the Barundi penple 1 whenever the future of the 

country is at i~su?.. This means that the Administration should bencefo=th 

refrain from imposing assumptions or speculations concerning the future 

GnNST:T~I~N of the country, si~ce this is within the sole competence of the 

leeaL\y constituted Assemblies. Only the C0NSTITUTION1 the expression cf the 

people:a ~~ll is competent to decide on questions suCh as the exclusion of the 

Royal Princes from political life, Meanwhile, their exclusion constitutes 

SHAMEFUL FRAUD against democracy • 

. 3a The ESTABLISHMENT by the Belgian Government, in the same spirit, of an 

INTEGRAL COW.USSION1 composed of a certain number of Barundi and of 

representatives of Belgium, to follow closely the political evolution 0f 

Barundl with a view to.guiding the country towards independence with as few 

disturbances and as much harmony as possible, In this Commission we should 

need persons of established competence and recognized integrity. To use a 

term which h?.s become well known, we should need TECHNICIANS. 

In conclusion, we would point out to the Belgian leaders that the best 

antidote to C0MMUNISM1 which is so feared and so decried, is not HATRED or 

DIV":SION, but PRiiGRESS in f)RDER, HABMf\NY and PEACE. 

(Signed): Barundi Students at teopoldville 




