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International League for the Rights of Man, 
Committee for RuandaNUrundi, 
Kisenyi, P.O. Box No. 5 

The President of the Trusteeship Council, 
Un.i.ted Nations, 
Lake Success, New York, U.S . ./\. 

Sir, 

Kisenyi, 15 January 1953 

We who support the right of. men and peoples to self-determination and the 

expansion of democratic international law, in accordance with United Nations 

principles, cannot, as European resiC.ents of Africa, ally ourselves with colonial 

reactionaries riLo are drifting inc·: i tu.bly into Neo-FG.scism. Nor do we wish to be 

associated w~th a deriogogic campaign of offic~al and unofficial speeches and 

Press articles. We live here o.nd so we know. 

The r.:err:bers of our Leacue, which is not very large, who come from the Congo 

seem to be cg~inst the United Nations, while we from Ruanda~Urundi, a country 

under international trusteeship, support the United Nations and defend the 

independence of those two countries. 

We tl:erefore decided at our last General Aasembly, held on 24 Dece:nber 1952, 

to split up into two distinct independent groups, one for the Belgian Congo and 

the other for Ruanda-Urundi. The Belgian Congo section will probably have its 

headquarters at Bul~vu-ex-costenno.nsville, in Kivu. We shall be known as "The 

International League for the Rights of Han - Comrni ttee for Rua.nda -Urundi, 

. headquarters - Kisenyi P.O. Box No. 5''. Doctor Rem~ Van Saceghem, former 

honorary colonel veterinary surgeon, former Director or the Kisenyi Laboratory, 

will remain Chairman of our section and I shall be Secretary-Treasurer. 

We shall thus be able more free~.y to defend our position as European, Asian 

or Arab inhabitants by the same right and with the same enthusiasm as we shall 

defend the indigenous inhabitants of Bnnia-Runnda and Bnrundi, and shall be 

very grateful if you will pay greater attention than ever to the comcunications, 

complaints and petitions which we may submit to you. 

Having noted the discussion on the petition regarding the mulatto children~/ 
submitted by our Chairman, Dr. Van SnceGhcm, we were surpr:sed, to say the least, 

at the way in which the Government rep~esentative, Mr. Leroy, referred to it. 

~/ Note by the Secretariat: See T/PET.3/57· 
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We strongly protest against the tendency to make light of a petition by 

suggesting that it is inspired by personal motives, just as we protest against 

such a method of turning aside the discussion by discrediting a petitioner in a 

public and slanderous statement regarding his private life. We are much 

surprised that the members of the Council, some of whom know Dr. Van Saceghem, 

did not interrupt the Devil's advocate, the advocate of evil, and ask him to keep 

to facts, that is to say to the substance of the petition, and not to refer to the 

petitioner's private life, which had nothing to do with the discussion. 

We have innume::-abl.e cc:npla::nts, petitions and comments to submit to you about 

the colonial lin-1 anti-Clemoc:catic system imposed on us. Should we give them more 

weight, wouJ_~ they be more justifled if we described the private life of the 

persons larg.;ly responsible for such a system? That perhaps would be more 

shocking thau to tell you that oost of the members of our League and the 

Association o:' 1-iulattos hlive for years had an indigenous "fr::.e~d", a fact which 

links them more c~'-osely with the country and the community. But we are upright 

and free men and we consider such action unworthy. 

We should be happy if, when conveying our best wishes for the New Year to the 

members of the Trusteeship Council, you would bring our protest to their notice. 

We also send you our best wishes, 

We are etc. 

For the Committee: 

(~igned) 

Received at United Nations Headquarters on 28 January 1953. 

'Ihe Secretary: 

E. RABAUD 




