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Sir, 

Usumbura, l2 April 1954 

To: Mr. Victor HOO 
A~sistant Secretary-G~neral 

United Nc.tiOi.lS 
H0':1 Yo::-:~ 

As I have no way of -vrritint; to our King, I am sending him a letter through 

you, together rTith a copy for ~~-.~ Trusteeship Cou11cil at New York. 

I have the honour to be etc. 

(Signed) B. Ntunguka 
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To: His Maj~sty KiLg Baudoin 
of a:J.d at 
Brussels (Belgium) 

Usunibura, 12 April 1954 

Sire, 

I, the undersigned, N'l'UNGUKA. :Bo.rnabe, ex-chief at Buringa, have the honour 

to inform you that I am sufferini3 greatly in the Territory of Ruanda-Urundi. 

The officials assigneci to t!J.e Territory are ta~cing a>Tay all my property. 

Hy duties ac chief ended in 1940, not at rn:; own wish, after I had served for 

30 years. 

During thos~ 30 years, I had no regular salary. On account of that; I had 

to c;ive up (resign) for no failing on my part or for any serious reason. . 

I remained the owner of my property. 

I had many head of cattle and 80 men to look after them, a eucalyptus 

plantaticn, a fine house, a rifle, a banana plantation, etc. 

H!.v~n I c;ave up my office in 1940, an inve:1tory of my property was made by 

Mr. J. FR3ZIN, the Territorial Administrator at Bubanza, who is still in the 

Territory. 

I was not given a COJ.JY of tbat inventory in spite of my requests. That 

IThcnever I ask for a copy, he reads me 

chapter and verse, gives n:e a :r;at on the back but refuses to give me one. 

I savr n.t once t!lat I needed t:1e l:clp of the R~sident at Urundi, but when I 

turned to him, he too refused to d.J ar:~.-:.h::.n.:;. 

I wrote to ro~.r. JUGNERS, ex-Governcr-Gen~r8.1, to ask his help; nothing was 

done. The same r.appened in the cc.se of N.r. STI~CN, ex-Governor of Ruanda-UruLdi. 

Then they started to ta::e a-,.;ay my property despite all my tears. When 

Hr. L. PETJLLON was appointed GoverLor-General of RuanG.a-Urundi, I explained 

everything again, but not:1in3 came of it. 

The only result was tbat they put me in prison. The sole reward for 

30 years' service is prison. I have no other recourse, so here I am, bringiLg 

my ccmpl::i.int before the Un:!:ted Nations and informing it of the facts of the case.

I he.ve te.l':.en to the bush w:here my co.ttle cannot damage other people's 

fields. 
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The officials are still after me and are taking a part of the land for an 

agricultural settler:1ent (:9a~.:_sanna:t); I vras not consul t.ed about it. 

Now r·bave no cattle or plantations left, oecaus~ they needed land. 

In the United nations Council at New Yorl<:: r.iessrs. RYCKM.ANS and SCHEYVEN 

agreed that I 'wuld oe cct:llJensated fo:- all my property oy the Urundi court. 

This year I raised the question at,;ain; the ans'i-rer was "You 're a friend of 

the UN; keep as:dng the; UN". 

(as a political prisoner). 

They er.ded b:r tl:.reatening to have me transported 

I therefore as~: Your Fajes·;~/ to loo': into this case and say whether a man's 

gcods may really oe seized for no suf::'icier.t cause. 

Befo:::.-e taking your decision, I a::>'·: you firct to obtain the original of my 

letter listing all my pro~erty. Th~G ~etter is in the possession·of the 

'i'crritorial Administrator at Buban::.a (Ur-ur:-:oura). 

If you hear of anything at variance with my story, I vTill reafi'irm it just 

tt.e rame: and not only I, there arc many other indig~nous inhabitants that will 

do so. I a!ll the ·oru.y one that is hounded so nuch, because I claitf my rights; 

what I Hant mainly is ··to 'be left in peace. 

It has been proposed to use the piece of land I hold for the Anti-Erosion 

Hiss1on. I beg you, Sire, to tal~e the necessary steps on behalf of your humble 

servant, with his 25 children. 

I am sending you tl1is letter through the United Nations, since I have no 

authority to , .. rrite to you. 

He are Vlatutsi frcm Rt!IL'\1'3 part of our hill was tal{en over for an 

at;ricul tural set'tlement ( ;a:vsanm, t) . Alt~ough we strongly urged that the land 

should be left us for our cattle, whi:::h :!.n our country constitute our wealth, we 

were told: the land has been as::;i~r.ed for an agricultural settlement and your 

cattle will have to be turned loose. 

We obey all the govcrn!llent rc;:;ulo.t!ons and a. man bas a right to keep his 

property in Africa just as he ho.s in Euro?e. 

question; it is only fer our cattle. 

He do not farm the land in 
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Vle are being maliciously pursued. vithin our laud so that our cattle are 

sto.rvin:; and He are becominG poverty-strick2n. 

':'he;y have :plenty of room to do anything they vlish but they hound us just 

the same. 

Cf the 13 hlatutsi petitioners, I give you the names of four, who could 

act as witnesses: 

1. KAGIMl3I 

2. RU3HA-J:{J\BIKA 

3. SEG!\SH.C.HO 

l~ • W\.VUI\GO. 

All of them cor::e from the same cbi2fdom. 

All we ask for is reace, and that ca~tle from another chiefdom should not 

ccrr:c in-:o ours. 

In the hope of a favourable reply, I have the honour to be, Sire, etc. 

(Signed) B. Ntunsuka 
NTUNGUKA Barnabe 
Chiefdom: GAUSHI 
Territory: BUBAHZA 
Usumbura (Ruanda-Urundi) 




