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The Hon. Secretary-General 
United Nations Organization 
Lake Success, 
NEW YORK 

Dear Sir, 

c/o Mission Press Vuga, 
P.O. Lushoto, 
Tanga Province, 
East Africa 

We undersi~ned humbly submit this statement concerning our petition sent to 

you on 20 August, 1954. We trust you shall make it much important to help us in 

the difficult1ea given. 

Yours faithfully, 
) 

(Si~ned) l. Joel Saguti . . . • . . • . Lushoto 
2. Salehe Sherr.rr.ela. • . . . . Mbuzii 
3. Bakari Mlekang'ombe . . . . Kigulunde 
4. Hamisi Shekimweri . . . . • Mlalo 
5. Rashidi Mwaangeze . . • . • Morr.bo 
6. Siliwano Shekalaghe . . • . Bumbuli 
7. Asumanai Roza. . . . . • . Vuga 
8. Benjamin Roza. . . . . . • Mbuzii 
9. Nehemia Ndago . . i. • • . . 

10. Josefu Mwanaalila . • . . • Kidundai 
11. Asili Shemkole . . . • . • Mlalo 
12. Ra.jnbu Kakuyu . . . . . . Kidundai 
13. Juma. Kalata. . . . • . . . . Vuga 
14. Waziri Nyegele. . . . . . . Momro 
15. Yakobo Kalakacha . . . • • Mgwashi 

16. THEODORE I SAKA 
Mission Vuga 

55-C6193 
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THE MEETING WITH THE LUSHOTO DISTRICT COUNCIL 

1. We humbly and respectively ask your information whether to submit a petition 

to you for your consideration is legal crime. We have been holding a meeting 

with the District Council of twenty (20) of trib·e representatives, and about sixty-

four members of the Council. Our,Lawyer was present prepared to lead us to form 

a society. The District Corr.missioner who was the chairman contended the Wasambaa 

to form a society with allegation that we have sent a petition to U.N.O. and in the 

petition the main subject is the deposition of the present chief. Therefore the. 

District Commissioner proclaimed the writers of the petition to be outlaws. 

2. We undersigned wish to hear from you whether the Tanganyika Government is not 

on good terms with the U.N.O. As a result of the proclamation, the two members 

who were entrusted by the other tribe representatives to frarr.e the memorandum of 

the petition were prevented to attend the n:eeting. This proclamation caused 

anxiety to all tribe representatives which made two of them to reject the knowledge 

of the petition timidly. And thereafter they apologized the Wasambaa that they 

unconsciously did it. Could you please draw your attention to how much the 

Wasambaa are oppressed - knowing that they could easily be sent to prison 

arbitrary, they rejected their desire before the meeting. 

3. IN THE MEETING 

'Ihe invited re.ember in the council Mr. Petro Njau the President to Kilimanjaro 

Citizens' Union gave a speech; between the speech he stated that we tribe 

representatives are lucky because of the Europe~n Governrcent being here, otherwise 

we should be cut off om: heads (which is the feeling of the Usambara rulers). 

The councilors excluding the Lawyer and the Police Officer applauded. This is an 

evidence that the indication is the sign of the feeling of the councilors to be the 

ancestors rule pre-present rules. The tribe representatives were bewildered why 

the Euro:i:eans present in the n:eeting son:e of them shored the applause. 

(ii) Over 1,000 1minvited persons gathered togetLer on the Native Treasury 

Office grou~d where the n:eeting took place on 6/2/55. They attended in order to 

receive the resolution past by the rr.eeting. 
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(iii) In order to support the contention of the District Commissioner one 

rr.ember of the council Mr. Manase Msangula deceived the rr.eeting complaining that 

these people who are interested in the advice of the Lawyer have got a feeling 

of Mau Mau, which is contrary to the feeling of the majority. This man is a 

deputy Sub-Chief of Mlalo Sub-chiefdom. He gave this complain in the manner of 

r.ebuke and anger. This sort of corruption is largely practised by the rulers of 

Usambara which enblinded. the Central Government and. oppress the Usambara subjects. 

(iv) The Chief rose a question "What is _the benefit of forming a society in 

this country, and what drawback requires the upkeep of a society". The answer 

given by one of the tribe representatives Mr. Samuel Chamshama was delivered to 

the chairman, "The chairman I shall be very much grateful if you could kindly ask 

the Chief not to raise such question, because the sarr.e question was raised by his 

father in 1944 which resulted to his deposition". 

4. Since this Chief was elected the Wasambaa compelled by the Governrr.ent to 

accept him and they did for the abeyance which concerning abjects to their 

Govermr..ent. Up to date his deeds are not agreeing with the idea of the majority. 

In this case we wonder how the Wc.smbaa. would manage to take the chance of taking ·· 

the opportunity enjoying their freedom peacefully. 

5. It might be a surprise the U.N.O. to receive our petition as we are in srr.all 

country comprising about 240,000 indigenous. The submition of this petition 

to such big Council made of representatives of big Nations of the world is because 

of the oppression and corruption took about 12 years in the country and is still 

going on. The world enjoy the freedom of the democracy f'a.u3ht for by the Nations 

of the World. Why the Wasambaa are deprive of this? That is why we dare sub.mit 

this petition. It is only because we are caged, but we should have sent our 

delegates with the petition to interview the U.N.O. Council •. 
' 




