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INTRODUCTION
1. The Working CGroup on a New Draft Instrument or Instruments of International

Law to Eliminate Discrimination against Women was established by the Commission

on the Status of Women in resolution 5 (XXIV). Under this resolution the
Commission decided to establish a Working Group composed of 13 to 15 of its members
appointed with due regard to the principle of equitable geographical distribution
to meet five days before the beginning of the twenty-fifth session of the
Commission and "begin work on the preparation of a new draft instrument or
instruments of international law to eliminate discrimination against women, in the
light of Governments' views or proposals concerning the nature and content of such

an instrument and the Secretary-General's report (E/CN.6/552)".

2. The Commission further agreed at its 597th meeting that the Working Group
should be appointed by the Economic and Social Council in 1973, taking into account
the membership of the Commission at its twenty-fifth session in 19Tk. l/

3. At its 1856th and 187Tth meetings the Council subsequently elected the
following members of the Group: Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Egypt,
Finland, Hungary, Indonesia, Liberia, Nigeria, Philippines, USSR, United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America and Zaire.

k., In its resolution 5 (XXIV) the Commission on the Status of Women also invited
the Secretary-General to call upon the States Members of the United Nations to
transmit their views or proposals concerning the nature and content of a new
instrument or instruments of international law to eliminate discrimination against
women and to prepare a Working Paper taking into account the replies of Governments
for consideration by the Working Group.

5. In accordance with this request the Secretary-General prepared a working paper
(E/CN.6/573) based on the replies received from 28 Governments.

ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF THE WORKING GROUP

Duration of the work

6. The Working Group met at the United Nations Headquarters from 7 to 11 and on
18 January 1974, and held 11 meetings.

Attendance

7. The meetings were attended by representatives of 13 members of the Working )
Group, by observers from four States, by representatives of two specialized agencies
and of one non-governmental organization. A full list of those attending is given |
in annex I. : |
I

1/ Economic and Social Council, Official Records, Fifty-second Session, |
Supplement No. 6, para. 101. /
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Article L

1. The establishment of special temporary conditions for women aimed at
establishing de facto equality, shall not be considered discriminatory.

2. Measures undertaken for the protection of women at certain branches of work
due to their physical nature and for the _/_promotion of the welfare of mothers/ 3_/
shall not be interpreted as violating the principle of equality of rights of men
and women.

Several members of the Working Group proposed the deletion of article k.

Article 5

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to educate public opinion
and to direct national aspirations towards the eradication of prejudice and the
\, abelition of customary and all other practices which are based on the idea of the
. inferiority of women, or on stereotyped roles for women, and for the recognition
that the protection of motherhood is a common interest of the entire society which
i should bear responsibilities for it.

15. Any advocacy of the superiority of one sex over the other and of discrimination
on the basis of sex shall be prohibited by law./ 4/

[States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to educate public opinion and
| o direct national aspirations towards the eradication of prejudices and the
{ {ibOlii}ion of customary and all other practices which are_based on the idea of the
+ Inferiority of women, or on stereotyped roles for women./

Article 6

. }_‘3ach State Party agrees to repeal all provisions of national penal codes which
onstitute discrimination against women.

—
3/ One representative expressed reservations concerning this phrase.

4/ Some representatives proposed the deletion or the reformulation of this

far
“raph on the grounds that it restricted freedom of speech.












































