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Conservation and sustainable development of Central African
forest ecosystems

The General Assembly,

Recalling the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, held
at Rio de Janeiro from 3 to 14 June 1992, General Assembly resolution 47/190 of 22
December 1992, on the report of the Conference, and resolution 47/191 of 22 December
1992, establishing the institutional arrangements for the follow-up to the Conference,

Recalling also its resolution 53/188 of 15 December 1998 on implementation of
and follow-up to the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development and the nineteenth special session of the General Assembly,

Recalling further the work of the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests within the
context of the Commission on Sustainable Development,

Noting with appreciation the Summit of Central African Heads of State on the
conservation and sustainable management of tropical forests, held at Yaoundé,

Mindful of the need for the conservation and sustainable management of the forest
ecosystems of Central Africa, which constitute an important natural asset for present and
future generations,

Convinced that the sustainable management of forest resources can contribute
significantly to the economic, social and cultural development of the States that border
on forests,

Convinced also of the important role of subregional and international cooperation
in the management of forest ecosystems and of combating desertification in keeping with
the international commitments entered into by the international community,
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Considering that a synergy of international and national efforts is essential in order
to achieve sustainable development,

1. Recognizes the importance of the forests of the Central African subregion,
the natural characteristics of which play an essential role in the equilibrium of the
biosphere of the entire planet;

2. Welcomes the Declaration adopted by the Summit of the Central African Heads
of State on the conservation and sustainable management of tropical forests, held at
Yaoundé from 12 to 17 March 1999, encourages the countries of Central Africa to
implement to the fullest extent possible the undertakings of the Declaration, and
recognizes the efforts made by these countries in this respect, in particular, with regard
to policy coherence and coordination with a view to the sustainable management and
conservation of the forest ecosystems of the Central African subregion;

3. Invites the international community to support the countries of Central Africa
in these efforts, including through the provision of financial and technical assistance on
a regional basis;

4. Encourages the international community, including the Global Environment
Facility and the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests, when considering ways and means
of achieving the conservation and sustainable management of all types of forests, to take
into account, inter alia, the forests of the Central African subregion;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-
fifth session on the implementation of the present resolution, within the context of the
reporting emanating from the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests and taking into
account other reporting requests under the agenda item entitled “Environment and
sustainable development”.


