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, "
E. Consideration of draft resolutions ~/

1. ,- At the lOth me e tdng , the Committee r-eceived a. draft resolution,
(E/CONF.66/c.'1/L.32) entitled lIparticipation of- women in the seventh
spec,ia1 session of. the United Nations General Assembly and in other
meetings -of the different bodies ~f the united Nations".

2. At the 12th meeting~ the Committee adopted the draft resolution
(E/CONF.66/C.J,!I,.32) as orally amended, by 83 votes to none, with
10 abstentions. (For the text~ see paragraph 8, section F.r~ - ,

3. At the 12th meeting, the Committee had before it a draft
declaration contained in document E!CONF.66/c.l/L.22 as vell as a
revised text of the "draft declaration of Mexico, 1975 on the equality
of women and thei~ contribution to development and peace", cont~ined

in document E/CONF.66/c.l/L.37/R'ev.-l. An amendment to the draft
~eclaration contained in E/CONF.66/c.l/L.37/Rev.l was before the
Committee in document E/CONF.66/L.39.

4. At the same meeting ~ the Committee decided, without a vote,' to
consider both draft declarations jointly.

5. The Committee, following a. procedural mo~ion which~was adopted
by 68 votes to 5~ with 18 abstentions, decided th~t priority be~given
in the voting process to the draft declaration containe~ in document
E/CONF.66/c.l/L.37/Rev.l.

1/ This addendum should follow sections E and F respectively of
document E/CONF.66/C.l/L.38/Add.l.

M-746 / .-. -
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-6. Accordingly; the Committee voted on the revised text of the
draft declaration (E/CONF.66/C.l/L.37/Rev.l) and the amendment
submitted thereto (k/CONF.66/c.l/L.39)as follows:

(a) It adopted, by 39 votes- to 9, v i t h 29 abstentions, the'
amendment. (E/CONF~66/C~1/L.39) ~o the fourth preambular paragraph;

(b) In a roll~call vote, it retained, by 59 votes to 19, with
25 abstentions, the word "z Lon I sm" in the, eighth and eleventh: "
preambular paragr.phs, as well as in operative paragraphs,24 and'Z6.
The voting was as follows:

In favour:

Ag a Ln s t:

Abst'aining:

Afghanistan; Algeria, Brilgaria, Byelorussian Soviet
$ocialist· Republic, Chiria, Co~go, Cuba,
cCzechoslovakia~ Dahom ey, Democratic People t s
Republic of Viet-Nam, Democratic Republic of Korea,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Germ~n Democratic
Republic, Guinea, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran,
Ir~q, Ivory'Coast, Jamaica,Jordan, Kenya, Libyan
Arab Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mongolia,
"Morocco, ~i~er,:Njgeria,.Oman, Pakistan, Philippines,
Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of South Viet-Nam,
Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, -Syrian Arab RepUblic '" TogQ., Tun~sia, Uganda,
Ukiainian Soviet Socialist'~Republic, Union of Soviet
S6cialist Republics, United Arab Emirates~ ·United

. Republic of Cameroon; Unit~d Republic of Tan~ania,
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia. "

Australia, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Denm~rk, Ecuador, France, Germany (Federa~

Republic of), Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, the
Nethe~lands, New Zealand, Norway, United Kingdom of
Great Brit~iri and No~thern Ireland, United States
of America, Uruguay.

Argehtina, Austria, Barbadosi Brazil, Chile,.
Dominican Republic, Fiji; Finland, Gh~na, Grenada,
Guyana, Holy See; Hondutas, Japari, Mexico, Nepal,
Peru, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, Trinidad and
Tobago~ Turkey; UpperVolta, Venezuela.

(c) It adopted,' by 68 votes to 14, with 17 abstentions, the
eighth and eleventh preambular paragraphs as well aq, operative
.paragraphs '24 and" 26;

(d) It adopted, by 83 votes to 6, with 7 abstentions, op~rative
paragraph"18;

I . . .
, I
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(e) It adopted, by 81-votes to 5, with 10 abstentions,
operative paragraph 19;

.
. (f) It adopted, by 89 votes to one, with 14 abstentions, taken

b~ roll-call vote, the revised draft declaration
(E/CONF.66/c.I/L.37/Rev.l) as amended, as a whole. The voting was as
follows:

In·favour:

. ,f

Against:

Afghanistan, Algeria; Argentina, Australia, Barbados,
'B~azil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Chile, China, Colo~bia, ~ongo, Costa Rica,
Cuba, 'GzechosI6vakia,' Dahomey, Democratic People's
R~public of Vie~~Nam, Dem~cratic Republic of Korea,
D<;>m'in;c,a.n, Rel?ublic, Ecuador:,. Egypt, E:thiopia" FiJ i,
Finia'nd, Gabon; Gambia, G-e~ma,n De:inocra:~.ic Relnib,lic,
Ghana;' Greece, Gr ene.da "G,uinea:, Guyana ~_ Honduras,
Hungary, India, Indonesia; Iran, lraq,'Ivory Coast,
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait,' Libyan Arab

. Republic,·Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mexico,
Mongolia,.~orocco, Nepal, ~Netherlandsi New Zealand,
Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines,
Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of South Viet-Nam,
Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Sie~raLeori~,Somalia,
Sudan, Sweden, Syrian Arab RepUblic, Thailand, Togo,
Trini~ad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,'

'Ukrain{an Soviet Social~st Repu~lic, Unio~of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emi~~tes, 'triited
Republic of, Cameroon, United RepUblic of Tanzania,
'Upp,er Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
'Zambia. '

Israel.

Abstaining: Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany
(Federal Republic of), Holy See ,Iceland;:" Ireland,
Italy, Norway, Spaih, United Kingdom ai ~r~at '
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America.

(For the text see paragraph '8.)

7. At the same meeting, the draft declaration contained in docum~nt

E/CONF.66/c.l/L.22 was not pressed to a vote.

F. Recommendations of the First Committee

8. The Committee recommends to the CQnference the adoption of the
following draft resolution and draft declaration:

/ ...
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r • Draft resolution

Participation of women in the seventh special session
of the United Nations General Assembly and in other
meetings of the different bodies of the United Nations

. . .
The World Confere~ce of the Internationa~ Women's Year,

Referring to General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII) of
18 De cerab e.r 19.72.,

. .

Recalling the International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development ,Dec'ade (1970),

Bea.ring in mind the Declaration on the Elimination of
Discrimination against WO,men (1967),

Bea'ringinmin'd 8,.ls'O the many resolutions of the Commission on thi?
St~t~s of Womeni .

Rotins the importance: of the: r.ole of women .Ln the establishment
of the New International Economic Order as envisaged in the Declaration
and the Programme of Action of the sixth special' session of the 'General
Assembly of which the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States
constitutes an effective instrument,

", Noting the, limited extent of p~rticipation,of.women'in
intern'ational.meetings of major political ,a.nd economic importance, such
arf the sixth special session of the United. Nations on'rawmaterials .
and development,

. .

1. Requests all Governments t6ensure the participation of women
in the seventh special session devoted to development-and
international economic co~operation of the United Nations General
Assembly;

I ...



.:,' \

~/CON~.66/C.l/L.3BIAdd.3
English
Page 5

I

2. Recommends that tnedelegations of countries to the
different committees' of th.e General Assembly and the various bodiesof th.e United Nat:i,ons s-hould be comprised' of men and women without
discrimination; .

. 3. Re$tue·sts all Governments to take measures to ensure the full
participation' '01' women in· decision..mak.ing at all levels in their
countries and likewise requests them to do everything possible to
bring about the actual promotion of women on a broader scale to posts
Of the highest responsibility within the United Nations system, taking
into account .the principle. of' equitable geographical distribution;

. .

4. Recommends the inclusion in the agenda of' the General
Assembly, whenever appropriate, of' an item relatingto:the :status of'
women;

5. Recommends to the' Economic and Social Council to urge the
Secretary..G~nerai of' th~Uni.ted Nations to take all ne~essarymeasures
for the implementation of this resolution.

I ....
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. "Dl~~:.ft/·'Dff~iaration of: Mexico; 1975 'on tl~~: ,E:~~ality 'of' ,:,:;'"
Women 'and their Contribution to Develo;emen:'t and Peace

T'h(:{"~'o:r'lci> Co~ feX:~'rid'e;~;Of ~he' Int'e'rn~ti'~nal: w;niiri,ls .y~ar,
r .~•. 5. .t.,... . • I ~, .

.~ ' .. I , t (

Aware that the problems of women, who constitute half of the
world I ~ -:p.s:'pulat~o.n, ..are, :~h~. problems ,of s oc iety,: as :awhol~, and that

" ch'an,ge,s',~,i~~( :~h,eir.' pie s erit':.e'·c.<moini c , .: pol it ica;i. a~d ,'soc i al,:El::~ t ll.a.~"ion, Ill:ust
b e c ome an" :t'nte gral part 'of, e ffo:rts. to transJ;form. th,e s t r uct. ur-es .an d ,"~
attitudes that hinder the gehtiinesatisfaction:~t~~~ir ~~~ds," ,

Recognizing that international co-operation based on the
principles of the Charter of the United Nations shoul~ be developed
and strengthened in order to find solutions to world problems and to
build an international community based on equity and justice t

Recalling that in subscribing to the Charter, the peoples of the
United Nations undertook specific commitments: "To save succeeding
generations from the scourge of war ••• to reaffirm faith in
fundamental human rights t in the dignity and worth of the human person,
in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small,
and to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger
free dom" ,

Taking note that since the creation of the United Nations very
important instruments have been adopted, among which the following
constitute landmarks: the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, the International Development Strategy for the Second United
Nations Development Decade t and the Declaration and Programme of
Action for the Establishment of a New International Economic Order
based on the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,

/ ...
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Taking into account that the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women considers that: udiscrimination against women is
incompatible with human dignity and with the welfare, of the :t'amilyand of, society,
prevents their participation, on equal terms with men" in the political, social,
economic and cultural life of' their countries and is an obstacl~' to the full
development of 'the potentialities of women in the service of their coUntries and ot
humanity",

Recalling that the General Assembly proclaimed 1975 as Inte:rne,tional Women '6

Year and that the Year should be devoted to intensified action with a view to:
p r omot Lng equality between men and' women , en s uz-Ln g the. integration ot 'W.omen
in the total, development effort~' and increasing the contribution to women
to the strengthening of world peace,

,!\ecalling further ,that the Economic and Social Council in its resolution
1849 (LVI) adopted the Programme for International Women's Year, and that the General
Assembly in its resolution 3275 \(XXIX) called for f'ull impl:ementation of the Progr9JIlllle,

Taking into account the role played by women in the history of bumanity,
especially in the struggle for national liberation, the strengthening of international
peace, end the elimination of imperialism, colonialism, neo-9010nialism, foreign
occupation, zionism, alien domination; racism and apartheid,

Stressing that greater and equal participation 'of women at all levels of
decision-making shall decisively contribute to accelerating the pace of development and
the maintenance of peace,

Stressing also "that 'Women and men ot all countries should have equal rights and
duties and that it is the task of all States to create the necessary conditions tor
their attainment and "their exercise' thereof, ,

Recognizing that women of the entire world, whatever difference~ exist betveen,
them, share the pa.inful experience or receiving or having received unequal treatment,
and that as their aWareness of this phenomenon increases they will become natural
~:.llies in the struggle against any form of oppression, such as Ls ' practised under
colonialism) neo-colonialism, zionism, racial discrimination and .~partheid, thereby
constituting an enormous revolutionary potential for economic and social. change in
the world today,

l:}.~co@izing that changes in the social and. economic structure of societies) even
though they are among the prerequisites), cannot o r themselves ensure an
immediate improvement in the' status of a group 'Who. has iong been,
disadvantaged, and that urgent co~sideration must therefore be given to
the full, immediate and early integration of women into na.tional a.nd
international life,

/ .'. ~
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Emphasizing that under-development imposes upon women a double burden of
exploitation which must be rapidly eliminated and that full implementation of
n~tional development policies to this objective is seriously hindered by the
existing inequitable system of international economic relations. -

Aware that the role of women Ln child-bearing 'should not be the cause
cause of inequality and discrimination, and that ~hild-rearing··

demands shared responsibilities among women, men and society as a whole,

Recognizing also the urgency of advancing the status of women -and
finding more effective methods and strategies which will enable them to
have the -same opportunities as men to participate' actively in the:
developm~ntof their countries and to contri~ute to the. attainment of
world peace,

, Convinced that women must play an important role in the promotion, achievement
and maintenance- of interpational peace, and that it is necessary to encourage their'
ef'f'orts towards peace, through their full participation in the national and
international organizations· th~t exist for this purpose,

Cdnsidering that it is necessary to promote national, regional and .
international action in which the implementation of the World Plan of Action adopted
by the World Conference of International Women's Year, should make a significant
contribution, for the att,ainment of equality, development and peace,

Decides to promulgate the following principles:

1. EqUality between women and men means equality in their dignity and worth
as'human beings as well as equality in their rights, opportunities and
responsibilities;

2. All. ...obs tac.Lee t ha t stand in the way of enjoyment by women of equal status
with men must 'be, eliminated in order to ensure their full integration into national
development and their participation in securing and in maintaining international
peace ;

. .
. 3. It is the responsibility of the State to create the necessary

facilities so that women may be integrated into society while their children receive
adequate care;

4. Kational non-governmental organizations should contribute to,the
advancement o~ women by assisting.women'to take advantage of their opportunities,
by promoting education and information about women's rights, and by co-operating
wit~,~heir respective Governments;

5. Women and men have equal rights and responsibilities in the family and
in society. Equality between women and men should be guaranteed in the family
which is the basic unit of society and where human relations are nur-cured , Men
should participate more actively, creatively and responsibly in f~ily life for
its sound development in order to enable women to be mor~ intensively involved
in the activities of their communities and with a view to combining effectively
home and work possibilities of both partners;

/ ...
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... ,6. Women, like men', require opportunities for developing their
intellectual potential to the maximum•. , National policies and.programmesshould
therefore provide them with fUll and equal access to education and training at
all -levels', while ensuring.'.t;hat, such p-rogrammes end policies copsciously orient

:~., them~t.owards new' occupations and new'roles consistent with their need for
self-fulfilment and the needs of national development;

... '7 ;"The right of women to work, to receive equal pay for work of equal
value, to be provided with equal condition~ and opportunities .for adyance~ent.in

:work,. anda1J.. ouher women's rights ·to full and. satisfying economic activity are
strOngly reaffirmed. I Review. of these principles for ,th,eir eff~ctive mplementation .

',"lis-'n6w urgently needed,. considering the necessity. of re~tru~turingworldeconomic
"relationships. This. restructuring offers greater possibilities for women to be

integrated into the stream of national economic, social, political 'and cultural lite;
, ,

'8~All means. of communication and information as well.as all cultural media
shoul.d' regard as. a high priority their responsibility for helping to remove the
attitudinal' and bultural factors that still inhib it the.. development Of women
and for p~6jecting:.in ~ositive ~erms the valUe to. 'society of wom~n~s
assumption of changing and expanding roles;

0";'

, "·"i ~ ..9. 'Necessary Tesotlrces shoul.d be made available in order, that women can
partiCipate in the political life of' their· countries and of the international
community since their.;. 'active participation in national and world affairs at
decision-making and other levels in the political field is a prerequis i te of

·',:\w:amen.:'s full 'exe rcd s e vor equal rights as well as of the,ir further
.a,evelopment, and ot the national well-being;

..".

;:., 10. ; Equality,ot'rights carries'with it corresponding responsibilities; it is
<,-therefore a'duty of' women to make full. use of, opportunities ..availa,ble to. them and

to, perform:their duties to the family, the country ~nd humMity;
. , '.' . .'. i : ~ ',

11. It should be one of the principal aims ef social education to'teach respect
for' physical integrity and its rightful place in htunan:li£e.The human body, ,
whether that of. wpman or. man is inviolable and respect for .it is a fundamental

, ""element of huma~ .dignity, and freedom; , , J.:,: -

, ,12. Every couple and every individual has the right to decide, freelYBIld
responsibly whether or not to have children as well as to determine their number'

.and spacing, and to have information, education and means to do so;
C.. ' • ' :.") .', , ....

la;,· Respect ·for human dignity encompasses the ~ight of everywo+nan t.o decide
fI'eelY·for·her:self,whether or not to contract'matrimony;

I :'.

~'I,. • ..I

",' '14. The .issue, of. inequality , as it affects the 'Vast majority of the women,of the
world,~ is closely linked yith the problem of under-development, which, exists as a
.reaul.t riot only of 1Ulsuitable internal structures, but; also of a prof'oundl.y ·unjust·
world economic system;

. 15. ' The full and complete development of any country requires the maximum
participation of women as well as men in all fields: the under-utilization of the
potential of approximately half of the world's population is a serious obstacle to
social and economic development;
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16. The ultima.te end of' developaent is'to achieve e. better quality of'life f'orall
vhichme8.l1s not only the developaent ot econOllic ~d other material resources. but also'
the, ph:rsiCalt; moral, intellectual and cultural grovth of ~he human person;

11. In order to itttegrate ,women into developlllent, 'JStates should undertake the
necessary changes in their economic and social policies because women have the right to
participate and contribute to the total development, effort; ,

18. 'The present state of international. economic relations poses serious obstacles
to a more efficient u'tilization ot all, human and material potent'ial tor accelerated <.

dev~lopment 'end for the improvement of liring standards in developing countries aimed at
the elimination of hunger, child mortalityt unemployment, illiteracy. ignorance and .
backwardness. vhich concerns all of hU)'l18nity and women in particuluo It is theretore
essential to establish and implement with urgency the New International Economic Order

, o~ which theClmrter 01' Eeonomic Rights and Duties ot States constitutes a basic
element, tounded on equity, sovereig,n equality, interdependence, common interest, co­
operation' among all States irrespective of their social and economic systems on the
principles 01' peaceful co-existence. and on the promotion by the entire international
comunity ot ,economcand social progress ot all countries, especially developing
cOl.mtries;: and on the progress of States" eampris~ng the international community;

19. The principle ot tu.ll and permanent sovereignty ot every State over its
natural resources, wealth and all economic activities as vell ea its inalienable right
of' nationalization as an expression ot this sovereignty, constitute tundamental
prerequisites in the process ot economic and social development;

20.;, The attainment ot economic end social. goals" so basic to the realization ot
the rights of vomen~ do not, however, ot themselves bring about the full integration ot
WO:lcn in development on a basis ot equali,ty nth men unless specific measures are
\.m.dertaken aimed. at the elimination ot all tOl"JnS ot discrimination against them. It is
theretore important to formulate 'and implement models ot deT~lopme~t that'"will promote
the participa.tion' and advancement of womcn in all fields ot work, provide 'them with
equal educational opporttmities, and such services es would facilitate hOUSEM>l"k;

21. Modernization ot'the agricul'tural. sector ot vast areas ot the worid is an
indispensable element tor progress, particularly as it creates opportunities tor '
millions ot rural women to partici~te in development. Govermaents, the United Nations,
its specialized agencies and otber competent 1"I!gional and international organizations '
should BUpport projocts designed to utilize the maximum potential and to develop the
selr»reliance of rural ~en;

22. It must be emphasized that, given the required economic. social and legal
conditions as' well as the appropriate attitudes conducive to the 'tun and equal
participation ot women in society, efforts and measures aim.ed at a more intensified
integration of women in development can only be success:f'ully implemented it made an

, integral part ot over-all social and economic growth., All full participation ot V01Ilen
~n :he varioun economic,. social. poli~ica1, and, cult~ sectors, is an ~rtrmt , _
J.D,d1.eation of the dyneic progress ot peoples and their development ...: Individual human
ria,hts 'can o~ be reclized within the tremework ot total develo~ent; , '-

I •••
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,23.' The objectives considered in this Declaration can be achieved only
in a world in which the relations between States are governed, ~nter alia, by.
the following principles: the sovereign equality of States" the fre~ ,
selt-determination of peoples; the uriacceptabilityof acquisition or attempted
acquisition of terri;tories by force and the prohibition of recognition of such an
acquisition,"territorialcintegrity, and the right'to defend it,'.'~d,
non-interference in the domestic affairs of their Sta.tes, :iIithe' samemimner
that relations between human beings should be governed by the supreme principle
of the equality' er rights of WOmen and'men; . " '. '" ','

.: '24'.'Intei'natioiial co-operation and peace require"thea'cliieveinen:h:Of national"
liberation"and i'ndependence,the elimination of colo~i·eJ.ism an:d neo';;;cOlonfalism, " ,
:t:oreign' occupation', zIon'ism, apartheid, racial disc~ini~ne.tion'in .all:i'tB 'forins' as
well as the recognition of the 'dignity' 'of 'peoples arid 'their i-ight to selt-
determination; ,

25., ' l-lomen have a vital role to play in the promotion of peace in all
spheres of li'fe: in the family, the community, the nation and the
world~ As such, women must participate equally with men in the ~

decision-making processes whiqh help to promote peace at all levels;

26. Women as well as men together should eliminate colonialism,
neo-colonialism, imperialism, foreign domination and occupation,' zionism, apartheid,
racial discrimination, the acquisition of land by force and the recognition of such
acquisition, since such practices inflict incalculable sUffering on women, men ,and
children;

27. The solidarity of women in all countries of the world should be supported
in their.protest against violations of human rights condemned by the ,United Nations.
All forms of repression and inhuman treatment of women, men and children, inclUding
imprisonment,torture, massacres, collective punishment, destruction of homes;
forced eviction and arbitrary restriction of movement shall be considered crime~

against humanity and in violation of the Universal Declaration of~ Human Rights and
other international instruments;

28. Women all over the world should unite to eliminate violations of human
", rights committed against women and girls such as: raFe, prostitution, physical

assault, mental cruelty, child marriage, forced marriage and marriage as a
commercial transaction;

29. Peace re'quires that women as well as men reject any tyPe of intervention
in the domestic affairs· of States, whether it be openly or, covertly carried 0

by otner States or by transnatioIlal corporations. Peace also requires that women
. as well as men, also promote the respect for th~ sovereign right of a State to
establish its own ,economic, social and political system without undergoing poiitlcai
and economic pressures or coercion of any type; . ,

30; Women as well as men should promct.e real, general and complete,
disarmament under effective international control, starting with nuclear disarmament.
Until genuine disarmament is achieved, vomen and men throughout the world must
maintain their vigilance and do their utmost to achieve 'and maintain international
peace.

/ ... .~
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WHEREFORE,
• f";, ) t: , .

'The World Conference of the International Women's Year, '"''

1..Affirm~its faith in the objectives of the International Womenls'~ear"
which are equality, ,development and peace; . "" .. ', <. ,.

;.,.::..

2. Proclaims its commitment'to the achievement"of such objectives;,

,:., ::"~. ;" Strongly urges' Governments, the entire United Nations System,: regional
anc1internation~, inter-governmental organizations and the international 'community
a~':<~:¥holeJo. dedicate :themselves to the creation of a just society where women,"
',~e~ ~.~dqh:i-1Qrep.· 'can ,1ive,ii.nQignity, freedom, justice -and prosperity. " ,

. . '.....". ' . . '. '., . , ..~', ,', .: '.c.




