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I 0 INTRODUCTION

1. At its thirty-fifth session, the General Assembly adopted resolution 35/192
on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador on
15 December 1980 by 70 votes to 12, with 55 abstentions. In this resolution,
the General Assembly expressed deep concern at the grave violations of human
rights and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador and deplored several aspects of
the situation of human rights in that country. In ~ddition, it re~uested the
Comrnission on Human Rights to examine, at its thirty-seventh session, the
situation of human rights in El Salvador. The text of the resolution is as
follows:

"The General Assembly,

"Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

"Conscious of its responsibility to promote and encourage respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,

"Ncting that all Governments have an obligations to respect and promote
human rights in acoordance with the responsibilities they have undertaken
under various international instruments,

"Bearing in mind resolution 19 adopted on 30 July 1980 by the \{orld
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women,

"Dismayed by reports of human rights violations in El Salvador and
especially by the death of thousands of persons and the climate of
repression and insecurity prevailing in the country, which favours
terrorism by paramilitary groups and enables it tc be engaged in with
impunity,

"Deeply shocked by the vile assassination of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo
Romero, a prestigious personality, outstanding for his defence of the
human rights of the Salvadorian people, and by the persecution of Salvadorian
figuIoes such as Monsignor Arturo Rivera Damas, Apostolic Administrator of the
Archdiocese of San Salvador,

"Gravely concerned about the unknown fate of many persons detained by
the authorities,

"Profoundly indignant at the assassination of Mr. Enri~ue Alvarez Cordova,
President of the Revolutionary Democratic Front of El Salvador, as well as of
five cther members of the Executive Committee of that Front, perpetrated on
27 November 1980 in San Salvador,

"Considering that the supply of arms and other military assistance will
serve to aggravate the situaticn in that country,

"1. Expresses its deep concern at the grave violations of human rights
and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador;

"2. Deplores the murders, disappearances and other violations of human
rights reported in El Salvador and requests the Salvadorian authorities to
take prompt action to curb the reprehensible activities of paramilitary
groups,
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!t3. UI'ge~ the G()Vl:':!Tr.llil~l:1t of ~l Sfilvd']ul: to take tILt:::" ntj<._~t-:!S:;';dry i:.3teps
to ensure full respect fQr hurn\:ll1 :.dghL,,, and fL1li18JIJ.<'-!11tal freedoI1J.s in that
cOlIDtry and to guaI.'antee the safety of' IVI(jL~..d e:uvr ArtUl'o niv~ra LClmas ~

Apostolic Administrator of the Arohniucese of ,';;::: J I ,sa}vd(10r, \41108e life is
in danger;

"4. Appeals for a cessation of violence and for the 8stablishment of
full respect for human rights in El Salvador;

"5. Calls upon Gove=ents to refrain from the supply of arms and
other military assistanoe in the ourrent oircumstances,

"6. Reguests the Commission on Human Rights to examine, at its
thirty-seventh session, the situation of human rights in El Salvador."

2. The situation in El Salvador was oonsidered by the Commission on Human Rights
at its thirty-seventh session under item 13 of the Comm.ission's agenda, entitled
"Qpestion of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in any part
of the world, with partioular reference to colonial and other d8pendent count:d.es
and territories". After the debate on this item, the Commission adopted
resolution 32 (XXXVII) on the violation of human rights in El Salvador. In
this resolution, the Commission requested its Chairman to appoint, after
consultations within the Bureau, a Special Representative of the Commission
whose mandate would be to investigate the reports about murders, abductions,
disappearances, terrorist acts and all grave violations of human rights and
fundamental freedoms which had taken place in El Salvador, based on information
from all relevant sources and to report on his findings to the Commission on
Human Rights at its thirty-eighth session. It further requested the Special
Representative of the Commission to submit an interim report to the
General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session. The text of the resolution is
as follows:

"The Commission on Human Rights,

"(;~'Jl,"d by the principles embodied in the Charter of the United Nations
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

"Conscious of its responsibility to promote and encourage respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all,

"Noting that all Member States have an obligation to promote and
protect human rights and to carry out responsibiliti8s they l,ave undertaken
under various international r.uman rights instruments,

"Recalling that in its resolution 35/192 of 15 Decemb8r 1980, the
General Assembly stated its deep concern about the serious violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador and requested the
Commission on Human Rights to examine, at its thirty-seventh session, the
situation of human rights in that oountry,

"Deeply disturbed by the oontinuing reports about murders, abduotions,
disappearanoes, terrorist aots and all grave violations of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in El Salvador,
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"Deeply alarmed by the armed cla.s}'8:J in El ;-3alvdduL' alld b;jr the climate
of violence and ins8 Gl1l'i ty :.f;revailing ill. the cmll1try,

"Hindful of the ,"nles of international law, as contained in article 3
of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, which are applicable to armed
confliots not of an international character and which require the parties
to the conflict to apply a minimllffi standard of proteotion of human rights
and ef humane treatment,

111. Expresses its deep concern at the grave violations of human rights
and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador,

112. Deplores the murders, abductions, disappearances, terrorist acts
and all grave violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms reported
in El Salvador;

"3. Calls upon all parties to bring about a peaoeful settlement and
to seek an end to acts of violence in order to end the loss of lives and
the suffering of the people of El Salvador;

"4. Recalls that in its resolution 35/192 of 15 December 1980 the
General Assembly oalls upon GoverpJnents to refrain from the supply of arms
and other military assistanoe in the Clxr.Lent cirCUITlstances;

"5·. Urges the Government of El Salvador to take tlle necessary steps
to ensure fQll respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in the
country;

"6. Emphasizes that the people of El Salvador have the right, as soon
as appropriate oonditions have been established, to establish a democratically
eleoted Governrr,ellt, in an atmosphere free from intimidation and terror, and to
determine their own political, economic and social future, free Irom outside
interi'erence~

1170
Bureau, a

R.eguests its Chairman to appoint, after oonsultations within the
Speoial Representative of the Commission whose mandate will be:

"(a) To investigate the reports abOut murders, abductions, disappearances,
te=orist acts and all grave violations of' human rights and fundamental
freedoms which have taken place in El Salvador, based on ilLforrr,ation from all
relevant sources?

"(b) To make reconmwndaticns as to what steps the Commission could take
to help to seoure the enjayment of rumar: rights and fundamental freedoms,
including economic, social and cuItlJral rights 3

"(C) ITa report on his findings to the Ccmmission or:. HUlllan Rights at
its thirty-eighth session,

118. Requests the Secretar~T-GeneraJ. to give all necessary assistance
to the Special Reporesentative of the Commission;

119. Invites the GoverYlmeE"t of El Salvador as 1'."811 as all other parties
conoerned to extent their co-operation to the Speoial Representative of the
Commission?
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"10. Requests the Special R~p:r:"sentative of the Commission to su1:mit
an interim report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth session;

"11. Decides to oor.:.tinue the exami.nati.on of the situation of human
rights in El Salvador with high p:dority at its thirty-eighth session."

3. In fulf:iIJnent of the mandate conferred on him by the Commission on Human
Rights, the Special Representative submitted a preliminary report to the
General Assembly (document A/36/608). On 16 December 1981, the General Assembly
adopted, by 68 votes to 22 with 53 abstentions, resolution 36/155, the text of
which is as follows,

liThe General Assembly.

"Reco,o:nizing the permanent validity of the principles enshrined in
the Charter of the United Nations and in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,

"Conscious of its responsibility to promote and guarantee the maintenance
of those principles and to contribute to ensuring respect for human riGhtR and
fundamental freedoms for all,

"ReiteratinPj once more that all llember States have an oblieation to
protect human rights and fundamental freedoms and to fulfil in this respect
the obligations they have undertaken through the various international
instruments in this field,

"Recallilllj its resolution 35/192 of 15 December 1980, in which, among
other things, it expressed deep concern for violations of human ri[~ts and
fundamental freedoms in El Salvador, especially in view of the death cf
thousands of people and the climate of repression and insecurity which
prevailed in that country and deplored the assassinations, disappearances
and other seriouc violaticns of human rights in El Salvador.

"Reiterating the appeal made by the General Assembly in that resclution
for the oessation cf violenoe and the re-establishment ef full respect for
human rights in El Salvador and for Governments of all States to refrain
from supplying arms and lending other forms of military assistance in the
current circumstances,

"Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolution 32 (XXXVII) of
11 March 1981, approved by the Economic and Social Council in May 1981, which
notes the p8x'sistence of the climate of viclence and insecurity 'lhich prevails
in El Salvador,

"Endorsing the appeal to the Salvadorian parties involved, made by the
Commission on Human Rights in its resolution 32 (XXXVII), to arrive at a
peacefUl settlement and put an end to violence in order to prevent further
loss of lives and alleviate the suffering of the people of El Salvador,

"Taking note of resolution 10 (XXXIV) adopted by the Sub-Commission on
the Prevention of Discrimination and the Protection of rlinorities, which
stat~s that only respect for article 25 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights will assure to the Salvadorian nation, through
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tIle participation of all its political forces, the full e~ercise of its
fundamental rights in establishing a democratically elected government,
but also notes that at the present time these conditions do not exist in
El Salvador,

"Having studied the interim report on the situation of hUIllan rights
and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador prepared by the Speoial Representative
appointed by the Conm:i.ssion on Human Rights, which confirms the seriousness
of the situation prevailing in El Salvador and, among other things, provides
evidence on the general attitude of passiveness and inactivity of the present
Salvadorian authorities with respect tc the constant human rights violations
in that country,

"Noting that the situation in El Salvador, as clearly shown in the
interim report of the Special Representative, has its root causes in
internal political, economic and social factors,

"1. Reiterates its deep concern for the situation prevailing in
El Salvador and the suffering of the Salvadorian people,

"2. Requests once more the Salvadorian parties involved to a=ive at
a negotiated political solution in order to establish, in an atmosphere free
from intimidation and terror, a democratically elected government,

"3. Deeply deplores all acts of violence and all grave violations
of hUIllan rights and fundamental freedoms, and regrets in particular the
persistence of a situation in which governmental paramilitary organizations
and other armed groups continue to act with total contempt for the life,
security and tranquility of the civilian population;

"4. Draws the attention of all parties concerned to the fact that
the rules of international law, as contained in common article 3 of the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, are applicable to armed conflicts
not of an international character and requests the parties involved to
apply a minimum standard of protection to the affected population;

"5. Reiterates its appeal to all States to abstain from intervening
in the internal situation in El Salvador and to suspend all supplies of
arms and any type of military support, so as to allow the political forces
in that country to restore peace and security;

"6. Affirms once more that it is incumbent only on the Salvadorian
people to ~ercise its right to determine freely its political status and
freely pursue its economic, social and cultural development and to establish
the conditions and undertake the changes most adequate to its aspirations as
a people and as a nation without external interference of any kind;

"7. Urges the Government of El Salvador to adopt the necessary
measures to ensure a full respect for the human rights of its population
in all their expressions, primarily by creating conditions which could lead
to a political solution to the present crisis through the full participation
of all representative political forces in that country.

"8. Urges the parties concerned to co-operate and not interfere with
the activities of the humanitarian organizaticns which are dedicated to
alleViating the suffering of the civilian populaticn in El Salvador;
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"9. Requ_e.s_ts the Commission on Human Rights at its thirty-eighth session
thoroughly to examine the situation in El Salvador On the basis of the final
report of the Speoial Representative of the Commission on Human Rights;

"10. Decides to maintain under consideration, during its
thirty-seventh session, the situation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in El Salvador, in order to examine anew this situation in the
light of additional elements provided by the Con@ission on Human Rights and
the Economic and Social Council."

4. The Special Representative submitted his final report to the Commission on
Human Rights, 11 presenting it personally to the Commission On 4 March 1982. On
11 March 1982, the Commission adopted, by 25 votes to 5, with 13 abstentions,
resolution 1982/28, the text of which is as follows:

Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in any part of the world, with particular reference
to colonial and other dependent countries and territories:
situation of human rights in El Salvador

Recognizing the permanent validity under all circumstances of the principles
embodied in the Charter of the United Nations and in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,

, Reaffirming Once again that all Member states have an obligation to promote
and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms and to fulfil the obligations
they have undertaken through the various international instruments in this field,

Determined to remain vigilant with regard to violations of human rights
wherever they occur and to take measures in order to restore respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms,

Recalling that in its resolutions 35/192 of 15 December 1980 and 36/155 of
16 December 1981, the General Assembly expressed its deep concern for the situation
of human rights in El Salvador, especially in view of the death of thousands of
people and the climate of repression and insecurity prevailing in that country,

Recalling also its own resolution 32 (XXXVII) of 11 March 1981, in which
the Commission decided to appoint a Special Representative on the situation of
human rights in El Salvador,

HaVing carefully examined the report of the Special Representative, which
confirms the persistence to this date of murders, abductions, terrorist acts and
all grave violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador,
perpetrated by governmental paramilitary organizations and other armed groups;

11 E/CN.4/1502, Final report on the situation of human rights in El Salvador
submitted by Professor Jose Antonio Pastor Ridruejo in discharge of the mandate
conferred by Commission resolution 32 (XXXVII), 18 January 1982.
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Noting in particular that the Special Representative, while noting the
difficulties currently standing in the way of' a normal f'tmctioning of' justice
in El Salvador, underlines the general attitude of passivity and inactivity on
the part of' the present Salvadorian authorities with regard to the constant
violations of human rights in that country,

Endorsing resoluticn 10 (XXXIV) of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of !{inorities, which states that only respect for
article 25 of' the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights will
assure to the Salvadorian nation, through the participation of all its political
f'orces, the full exercise of its fundamental rights in establishing a democratically
elected government,

:Bearing in mind that the situation in El Salvador, as clearly shown in the
report of' the Special Representative, has its root causes in internal political
economic and sccial factors, and that conditions in El Salvador for the effeotive
exercise of' civil and political rights, as contemplated by the SUb-Commission,
do not exist at the present time,

Reiterating its appeal to the Salvadorian parties involved, made in its
resolution 32 (XXXVII), to reach a peacef'ul settlement and put an end to violence
in order to prevent further loss of' lives and alleviate the suffering of' ·~he people
of El Salvador,

1. Commends the Special Representative f'or his report on the situation
of human rights in El Salvador;

2. Expresses its deepest concern at the deteriorating situation in
El Salvador, at the continued violations of human rights and at the resulting
suffering of' the Salvadorian people, and regrets that the appeals for the oessation
of violence made by the General Assembly, the Commission and the international
community in general, have not been heeded;

3. Affirms that it is incumbent only on the Salvadorian people to exercise
its right to determine freely its political status and f'reely pursue its economic,
social and cultural development and to establish the conditions and undertake the
changes most adequate to its aspirations as a people and as a nation without direct
or indirect external interference of' any kind;

4. Reiterates the appeal made by the General Assembly to the Government of'
El Salvador to work together with all representative political forces in
El Salavdor towards a comprehensive negotiated political solution in order to
establish, in an atmosphere f'ree f'rom intimidation and terror, the appropriate
conditions for the establishment of a democratioally elected Government;

5. Draws again tc the attention of' all Salvadorian parties concerned that
the rules of international law, as contained in article 3 common to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949 on the laws of war, are applicable to armed conflicts
not of an international character and requests all parties to the conf'lict to apply
a minimum standard of protection of human rights and of human treatment to the
civilian population;
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6. Recalls that in its resolution 36/155 the General Assembly reiterated
its appeal to all States to abstain from intervening in the internal situation
in El Salvador and to suspend all supplies of arms and any type of military
support, so as to allow the political forces in that country to restore peace
and security;

7. Calls upon all Salvadorian parties concerned to co-operate fully and
not to interfere with the activities of humanitarian organizations dedioated to
alleviating the suffering of the civilian population in El Salvador;

8.
steps to
country;

StronglY urges the Government of El Salvador to take the neoessary
ensure full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in the

9. Decides to extend the mandate of the Special Representative for another
year and requests him to present his report on further developments in the
situation of human rights in El Salvador to the General Assembly at its
thirty-seventh session and to the Commission on Human Rights at its
thirty-ninth session;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to give all necessary assistance to the
Special Representative of the Commission;

11. Calls upon the Government of El Salvador as well as' all other parties
to extend their co-operation to the Special Representative of the Commission;

12. Decides to consider the question of human rights in El Salvador at its
thirty-ninth session as a matter of high priority.

5. In view of the fact that in his last report to the Commission the Special
Representative referred to the human rights situation in El Salvador during the
last quarter of 1979 and the whole of the years 1980 and 1981, this report will
deal primarily with the situaticn prevailing during the months that have so far
passed in 1982. The Special Representative wishes to point out, however, that
there is a natural continuity between his last report and the present one, which
should therefore be considered in the light of the earlier report.

6. In drafting this report, the Special Representative used information furnished
by the Government of El Salvador and other Governments, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations and other pertinent information concerning the
situation of human rights in El Salvador.

7. The Special Representative considered that the continuation of the co-operation
given him by the Government of El Salvador in 1981 would also be of great importance
to him in carrying out his mandate. The United Nations Centre for Human Rights
therefore sought from the Government of El Salvador, through the Ambassador heading
that country! s Permanent Mission at Geneva, authorization for the Special
Representative to visit El Salvador again. On 4 August 1982 tho Special
Representative was informed that the Government of El Salvador was granting that
authorization, although the visit was not considered offioial because the Government
still had reservations of a legal nature concerning his mandate.
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8. The Special Representative considers it his duty to state that the co-opexation
given by the Gove:cnrr,ont of El Salvado~' hat; been full and open, both as regards the
informatio~ supplied to him by the lllnbassador to the international organizations at
Geneva ~ and as concerns the facilities and freed.om of action accord.eu l~illl during his
visit to the country, tile information he was able to obtain, and the frankness of
tte convexsations he had with highly-p~aced Government authorities. The Special
Repxesentative greatly appreciates this co-operation and takes it as a sign of the
anxiety of the highest governmental levels in El Salvador to improve the situation
concGrning human rights cf all kinds.

9. In fact, ir. his interviews wi'h the authorities of tne Republic of ~l Salvador
dD~ing the third week of September 1982, the Special Repxesentative noted a clear
desire grad~ally to improve respect for human rights of all kinds ~n the country.
The full and open co-operation of the Government in the implementation of the
Special Representative's mandate, the assistance and facilities granted him during
11is visit to the country, the establishment of a Human Rights Commission under the
Apaneca Pact, and tile efforts to give impetus to the activity of the judiciary are
sOme of the aigns of that desire. The Special Hepresentative is also acquainted
with the letter sent on 30 September 1982 to the Executive Secretary of the
Inter-Illnerican Commission on Human Rights by the iunbassador of El Salvador to the
Oxganization of ,tmerican States, inviting that Commission to carry out an on-the­
spot investigation. The Special Representati.ve has pleasure in reporting this
concern for human rights shown by the Government of El Salvador and fervently
hopes that it will be effectively translated into practice as soon as possible,
particularly with regard to the basic right of human beings - the right to life.

10. The Special Representative arrived in El Salvador on the afternoon of
Sunday, 19 Septembex, and remained in the country until the mornil~ of Saturday,
25 Septembex. During his stay in the country, the Special Hepresentative had
interviews with the following authorities: the President of the Republic,
His Excellency !<lx. Alvaro Mac'ana, the l1inister for Foreign Affairs,
~tr. Fidel Chavez Mena, the l1inister of Defence, Genexal Jose Guillermo Garcia,
the Minister of Justice, Dr. Ramiro Arturo l'1endez Azahar, the Ninister of the
Interior, ~tr. Manuel Lopez Sermeno, the President of the Central Council for
~lections, Dr. Jorge Bustamante; the Vice-President of the Constituent Assembly,
l1r. Hugo Carrillo; the Attorne~--General of the RepUblic Dr. Mario Adalberto Rivera,
the Deputy Director of the Salvadorian Institute for Agrarian Refoxm,
Mr. Gonzalo Martinez Menendez; the Director of the National Police, Colonel Carlos
Reynaldo 10pez MUilla; and the Dixector of the Rural Police, Colonel Francisco
Antonio Moran.

11. In San Salvador, the Special Repxesentative also had interviews with the
Apostolic Administrator, Mgr. Rivera y Damas, and with the representative of the
National .,.h...ssociation of Private Entrepreneurs (ANEP), Mr • .7uan Yicente :/la11ol:l'::.Qo.
He also interviewed members of b:'wle UIlion organicoations affiliated to the
People's Democratic Union (UPD), inclUding 11r. Alberto Albanenga Singueza,
l1r. Jorge Camacho, l1r. Mario Espinoza and others. He had an interview with the
President of the Salvadorian Red Cxoss, Hr. Ricardo 1opez, and lastly, be leaa
conversations with diplomats accredited in El Salvador and with some Salvadorian
private ci'Lizensg

12. During his stay in the COuntI'Y the Special Representative tad the oppoxtunity
to visit the Mariona P~ison, whexe he conversed freely with the leaders of COPPES
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(Committee on Political Prisoners of El Salvador) and other political prisoners
not affiliated to that body. He also visited the detention cells of the
headquarters of the Rural Police and of the National Police, both of them in
San Salvador, where he was able to interview political prisoners freely.

13. In Mexico City, the Special Representative had interviews with representatives
of the El Salvador Connnission on Human Rights; with representatives of ANJJES
(National Association of Salvadorian Educators); with representatives of the
Federation of Rural Workers; with representatives of the Committee of Mothers
and Relatives of Prisoners, Missing Persons and Victims of Political Assassination
in El Salvador; with Mr. Luis Alonsc G6mez Hena, a former political prisoner,
with Mr. Jose Antonio Morales Carbonell and Mr. Juan Jose Garcia Canas, former
political prisoners; with Mrs ••ma Haria Rumayor, widow of the Dutch journalist
Jacobo Kolster; and with Hr. Jorge Pinto, former director of the San Salvador
newspaper, "El Independiente". In New York, the Special Representative had
interviews with Dr. Guillermo Ungo, President of the FDR (Revolutionary Democratic
Front) and with Mr. Rafael Horeno, representative of the Political and Diplomatic
Connnission of the FDR-F'MLN. In Washington, he interviewed Mrs. Ingrid Escapini,
of the National Revolutionary Movement of El Salvador. Elsewhere, the Special
Representative had conversations with Mr. :P.oberto Cuellar of Legal Aid and
Mrs. Garcia Villas of the El Salvador COIllIllission on Human Rights. The Special
Representative thanks these bodies and persons for their cc-operation and wishes
to stress the value of that co-operation and of the interest shown in respeot
for human rights in El Salvador.
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11. INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL LEGAL RULES APPLICABLE
IN EL SALVADOR IN THE MATTER OF HUMAN RIGHT~

14. In his last r:Jport to the Commission on Human Rights ?-f th8
Sp~cia1 R8prGs~ntative enumerated the int~rnational and national l~gal rul~s

applicabl" in El Salvador in the matt~r of human rights. The information
rcc:;ji v8d rcr;arding th·". main changes in thC$'; rules is set out be 10\01.

15. As Ims mentioned in the laat report, 3/ tho curf"w "as 1i.ftcd in
El Salvador on 15 October 19B1. The state-of siegb or suspension of
constitutional guarantees was lifted during the elections 4/ but d8creed for
a furth8r 30 days from 20 April 1982 5/ and extended succ~ssiv"ly from
then on. 6/ -

16. /It its meeting on 26 April 1982 the Constituent Assembly rec~ntly elcct"d
in III Salvador adopted DGcree No. 3 "'hich pr'ovided that the Constitution of 1962
should remain in forc", with c~rtain amendm~nts, until the new Constitution is
promulg~ted. Under that Decree, the Constituent Assembly fully assum~s normal
l~gislative functions, and th0 validity of th~ legislativ~. administrative and
judicial acts performed und,.r th", preVious regime is recognised. 1/

17. On 18 l1ay 1982, the Constituent Assembly approved Legislative Decree No. 6 8/
which temporarily suspended the application of Decree No. 207 of the
Revolutionary Government Junta. Subsequently. rc~r2" No. S Has authentically
intGrprcted by Decree No. 11 of the Constituent Assembly, 2..1 as \1111 b" descl"ib"d
in section III of this report.

18. The Sp~cial Representative feels that it "ould be us"ful to mention at this
point the Handbook of Normal Operative Procedure for Counter-subversive Actions
Undertaken by the; i~ational Police 10/ "'hich he referr"'d to in his last report 11/

2/ E/CtJ.4/1502, ~p.cit.

2..1 Ibid.

i/ The Times, 30 April 1982.

5/ Diario Oficial del Gobierno de El Salvador. No. 71, Decree 1089,
San Salvador, 20 April 1982.

6/ Ibid., No. 92, Decree No. 7, 20 May 1982; No. 113, Decr"e No. 24.
18 June 19~Jro. 118, Dccre~ No. 26, 28 June 1982; No. 140, Decree No. 44.
28 July 1982 and subsequent decrees of the Constituent Assembly.

II Ibid. , No. 75, 26 April 1982; El Diario d" Hoy, San Salvador.
27 April 1~

8/ Diario Or:L"ial, op.cit., No. 94. 24 lJay 1982.

'1.1 Ibid .• No. 98, 28 May 1982.

10/ Arm~d Forces of El Salvador, N~tional Police, GU1~ de Proc",dimiento
O~crQtIvo Norn31 de las AccionoG Gontrnsubvcrsivas que rda:ice la Polic!a Nacional,
1 March 1980, revised version 23 S8pte;mbcr 1980, revised version 10 March 19U2,
p .1.

11/ E/CN.4/1502, op.cit., para.26.
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but of which a revised version was issued on 10 March 1982. The latter reiterates
that one of the prime objectiv~s of operations carried out by the National Police
is that of "ensuring respect for the laws, moral principles and the inviolability
of human rights".

Ill. CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE
REPUBLIC OF EL SALVADOR

19. In his final report to the Commission on Human Rights of 18 January 1982, 12/
the Special Repres8ntative described th8 main events which 3h~pud the politicQl-­
situation in the Republic of El Salvador during 1979, 1980 and 1981. With
respect to 1982, as ba8 been generally reported, the situation of arffi0d
confrontation and widespread violence in th8 country h~s continuod.

20. A political ovent of prime importance was tho holding of th~ plannwd
eluctions to th~ Constituent Assembly on 28 March 1982. In his pr8vious rwport
the Special Rcpr€sontativ8 referred to the plan for thosu ~lections, nnd made
some comments on the conditions for holding them. 13/

21. According to th0 Pormnnent Mission of El Salvador to the United N~tions ~t

Genova, 141 "the elections w"re obs.3rved by d~logationo from govol"nm.,nts and
int"rnatiOnal organizations, as wall ns by rcprescntativ"s of ol~ctoral bodies,
trade-union, civic and political organizations, reprosentativos of the
Intornational Federation of Human Rights, mombera of tha European Parliament and
spoci!\lly invitod political figures". The following inforwation concerning th"
nationnlity and number of visiting observers is givon in the Dam0 dvcument:
lIVenozucla, 24 persons; Un1ted Kingdom, 2 persons; Hondura3, 10 Pc';l"s\-)ns;
Colombin, 4 pt=l"sons; Panama, 7 persons; Gua tCffinla, 7 p(H'SOnS; China, 2 pef>BOna;
F~deral Republic of Germany, 10 p8rsons; Argentina, 2 pc'rsons; Uruguay, 2 porsono;
Unitod StatGs, 34 personSj Paraguay, 5 personS; Br8zil, 2 pGrsons; Antigua
and Barbuda, 2 p8rsons; Dominican Republic, 3 persono; Italy, 7 perDons,
Belgium, 1 person; Chile, 4 persons; Peru, 9 pwr-sons; Jmllnic:l, 1 pwr-son;
Mexico, 3 persona; New Zealand, 1 person; Sp~in, 4 ~Grsons; Auutrio, 1 pursun;
Cnnad~J 4 persons; Costa Rica, 1 persons; Jap~n, 2 ~0rsons; Egypt, 1 p0rs0n;
France, 2 p0rsuns". The document also mcmtlons l1th.J preS0ncL; of the Orgnnizntion
of American StCltCS", ,md adds that "in ,,11, 742 journalists c0vorod the event".
Tho Special Represantative notes the vClrious r0actions to th8 oloctions.

22. AccordinG to reports which "pl'uarud in tha international pruss, 15/ cm 'oh"
day ,'f the e18ctions, at loast 18 persons diad as n result of th', attacks launched
by tho guwrrilla movument in the Mejiconos, San Antonio Abad, Cuzcntancingo and
Apupa suburbo of th~ capital. The guerrillas arc nlse said to h~v~ onrriGd out

~/ E/CN.4/1502, op.cit.

!i/ ~., paras.132-136.

141 Information Bulletin of thu Govornmont of El Salvador, Seinforw El
pruceso oloctor"l en El. Salvador, 1 April 1982, madu aV2ilablo tu thu
Spacial Represontntivu by th" Permanant Mission of El S~lvador to thu
Unit~d N~tions at Geneva.

15/ International Herald Tribunu, 29 March 1982, "nd Th~ Ti~ws,

30 March 1982.
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harassment in the towns of Usulatan, San Vicente and San Francisco Gotera, as a
result of which there was no public transport in the eastern part of El Salvador.
According to the same source, at some polling stations in San Salvador the line
of voters stretched for over half a mile, while sporadic shots and explosions
were heard and bombs exploded near two markets. The same sources also reporteu
that voting was suspended at Apopa, some 17 km from San Salvador, and that
apparently the fiercest fighting occurred in Usulatan, 66 miles south-east of
San Salvado~. Some shooting was also reported in San Miguel, the largest town
in eastern El Salvador.

23. The official results given by the Central Council for Elections have been
transmitted to the Centre for Human Rights by the Permanent Mission of El Salvador
at Geneva. They are as follows: total number of valid votes: 1,362,339;
spoiled ballots: 131,498; abstentions: 51,438; contested ballots: 6,412. 16/
The Christian Democratic Party obtained 40.7 per cent of the votes and won 24 of
the total of 60 seats in the Assembly; the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA)
obtained 29.8 per cent of the votes and won 19 seats; the National Conciliation
Party (PCN) obtained 18.3 per cent of the votes, winning 14 seats; the Democratic
Action Party won 7.7 per cent of the votes and two seats; and the other two
parties received the remaining 3.5 per cent of the votes. According to the
information provided by the Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the United Nations
at Geneva, the Sal vadorian People 's Party won one seat. 17/

24. As was reported in the world press, 18/ on Thursday, 22 April
Major Roberto D'Aubuisson, leader of the ARENA party, was elected President of
the Constituent Assembly. He obtained 36 of the 39 votes of the parties considered
to bEl more right-wing; 22 of the 24 members of the Christian Democratic Party voted
against, and 2 abstained.

25. At the end of April 1982, 19/ Dr. Alvaro Magana, Director of the
Banco Hipotecario, was elected Provisional President of El Salvador by the
Constituent Assembly by a vote of 36 in favour, 17 against and 7 abstentions.
Three Vice-Presidents took office with Dr. Magana: Mr. Raul ~blina Mart!nez,
of the National Conciliation Party; Mr. liauricio Gutierrez Castro, of ARENA; and
Mr. Pablo Mauricio Albergue, of the Christian Democratic Party. 20/ In early
~y 1982 the formation of the new Government was announced, composed as follows:
three Ministers - those for Foreign Affairs, Labour and Forestry - from the
Christian Democratic Party; four Ministers - those for the Economy, Foreign Trade,
AgriCUlture and Public Health - from the ARENA party; and three Ministers - those
for Justice, Public Works and the Office of the President - from the

16/ Central Council for Elections, San Salvador, Cifras Oficiales
del OD.1sejo Central de Elecciones sobre Elecciones, 14 April 1982, p. 1.

17/ Information Bulletin of the Government of El Salvador, op.cit.

18/ Le Monde, 24 April 1982; The Guardian, 24 April 1982, and International
Heral~Tribune, 24 April 1982.

19/ Newsweek, 3 May 1982; International Herald ~'ibune, 3 ~ay 1982.

20/ International Herald Tribune, 4 May 1982.
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National Conciliation Party. The PrGaident himself appointed the Minister'" of
the Interior and of Finance, and decided that General Jose Guillermo Garcia
should continue as Minister of Defence. 21/

26. On 3 August 1982, the President of the Republic and the leade~s of four
political parties sign",d the "Apaneca Pact" adopting tho basic Government
platform. Th3 platform "establishes the basic principles of the Goverr.."mt of
National Unity, summed up in the following objGctiv~s: pacificaticn,
democratization J full respect for human rights, economic recovery, consolidation
of refo"ms, confidenc,,-building and international security and reinforcem"nt".
The Apaneca Pact recognized the need to set up a Political Commission, a
Peace: Commission and a Human Rights Commission. 22/ The Minister for
Foreign Affairs fully informed the Special Representati v" of thu signIficance
of the Apaneca Pact and particularly of the agreement to set up the Human Rights
Commission, an agreement which reflects the determination of the country's
authorities to improve the human rights situation.

27. HOHcver, Dr. Guillermo Ungo, President of the FOR, takes a vecy diff8rent
view of the Apaneca Pact, for' he personally told the Special Repr'csontati If',)

that the Pact merely recorded the points of divergence among the various
polItical parties and sought to improve the image of the present Salvadorian
r(":~imc •

28. Dr. Guillermo Ungo and Mr. Rafael Moreno, a represAntative of the PolitIcal
and Diplomatic Committee of the fDR-FLNFM, told the Special Repres8ntative that
what ,;as going on at present was a matter of "diplomatic guorrilla warf""" ", by
which they meant that the various proposals put forward by the opposition for
dialogue and negotiation with the Government of El Salvador, whilo apparently
beinG welcomed by the Government, nevor actually came to anything, so that th~

genuine pacification of the country is being put off.

21/

22/
President

The Guardian, 6 t1ay 1982, and International Herald Tribune, 6 May 1982.

Statement issued by the Information Bureau of the Office of the
of the Republic, San Salvador, El Salvador, dated 27 and 28 August 1932.
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IV. SITUATION WITH RBGARD TO TI-m EXl',HCISE OF Er0N0MIC,
SOCIAL ANTI CULTURAL InGHTS IN EL SALVA1'0R

29. In his last report to the I'ommission on HWllall R.i.ghts, '!JI the Special
Representative assembled a variety of information on the situatioll with respect to
economic, social and culhlral rights in El Salvador, and in this report he would
like to add the following in that connection.

30. According to document E/1982/75 of the Economic and Social Council of
19 May 1982, 111 there was a negativc growth cf 9.5 per cent in El Salvador
in 1981, due, among other things, to "internal factors, especially those deriving
from eontinued and widespread civil strife". On the other hand, according te thc
same source, there was a considerable decline in inflation, from 19 per cent to
12 per cent.

31. As the ECLA survey~ states, the severe crlS1S in which tho country is
plungcd has caused, among other things, such extensive physical damage that its
effects will last at least throughout the medium term and perhaps longer. The
survey adds that "although it is too carly to c,,-lculate ox,,-ctly the fin,,-ncial cost
of oconomic reactiv,,-tion and recovery, and the resteratien ef the r00d, power,
communications and transport infrastructure, 0nd in general the restor,,-tion of
production c,,-p0city and housing, it must C1IDount to hundreds of millions of del10rs
by any estimate". The survcy ,,-lso stc.tes th0t "once 0gcin intern01 f,,-ctors ­
primarily the armed strife - 0nd externccl f0ctors combined to produce the critic01
economic situation".

32. With regard more specific011y to empleyment and unemplo~nent trends, the
survoy stCltes tho.t 11 somc p2I'tif'-l dc.to. confirm the incroasing decline in
employment levels. The 0bove-mentioned survey by the Ch~ber of Industry 0nd
Commerce of El Salvc.dor indic0tes that betwcen Jc.nUe~ 1980 0nd August 1981
en~loyment fell by 27 per cent in m0nuf~cturing br0nches, 56 per cent in
construction, 25 per cent in trade, 33 par cent in transport ~nd 16 por cent in
other servicos. This pc.rtic.l inforo~tion rofors basically to tho situc.tion in
the tewns, where unenployr.lUnt figures wero porh0ps higher than in rurc.l ar00s",

33. In his previous report, the Spoci01 Roprosont0tive reforrod ~t seoo length
to the agrc.ri~n reforn undortakon by the RovolutionQry GovorUr.lent Junt0. ~
The agrc.rian reforo comprised three phc.sos, concerning oach of which the Speci~l

Reprosentative now wishes to c.dd the follewing inferL<Qtion.

nJ
111

Anoricc'?

E/CN.4/1502, op.cit.

Unitod N~tions, Econonic Qnd Socinl Council, Econorric Survoy of L~tin

1981. S~lc.ry, E/1982/75, 19 Mc.y 1982.

~ Unitod N~tions, EconoIuc ~nd Soci~l Council, EconoDic CoDDission for
L~tin, Aocrica, El Snlv~doKLNot0s nrc. 01 Estudio EconVLuco de Aneric~ L0tin~,

1981 (E/CEPALjMEX/1982/L.22, 4 June 1982 pp. 1, 3, 24 Qnd 25.

~ E/CN.4/1502, op.cit.
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34. vTith L'ug=d to tho fir"t. jCk,sG, "1'f",, U.1J/i f.CTIJS of ovor 500 hocte.ros, the
ccmpetunt "uthoritios of oh;; R(pllbli~ of El Sal v,J.dor iufornod tho Spocie.l
Reprosentative during his vj.sit to tll/; crHurt:e;T ~.h·lt inl?lcnt.:.llLaLi.~)n of thC\..t pho..sc
was continuing dospito tho fino.nciccl "nd othur diffic1l1-r.ics which h2.d arison.
Thus, 287 pOn..SCUlt co-opcriJ.tivas c'.,.re Th\n",g'ing cxprorn'irtt8d f:'1rns on 'h"hi. eh
7 per cont of the =0.1 populcction 2.ru worb.1Jg Qnd living, o.nd the lbtiorlO.l B2.nk
for Agricul tur,"11 Devclopr:J.cnt i.s grr"'.,nti.ng credit tc those CC-OP0I'Qtivas f:Jr the
2.gricultural yo= 1982/83. In o.:idition, c.ccording to tho iutornntiouccl pross, nJ
cn 27 July 1982 12 p8e-SQnt co-opore,tives with 0. tctal !JCmhership of 10,000 porsons
received deeds of ownership of exproprio.tcd ferns under the first ph0.80 of lbo
roforn, 0. totQl of 107 clQins hewinG bGl,n "Pl)rOve,~.

35. The second pho.se ef the lo.nd reforn o.ffects fQrns ef over 100 or 150 hectn.ros
depending on the quo.li ty of the lccnd - but l~SG thn.n 500 hect:tres. Accorchng to
the oxplQnQtiohs given to the Speci"l Represcnt"tive in El S"lv~dor by the .
conpetent authoritios, its iI.1plcL1ontation hil.S boon postponed on [\ccoun-c of tho
Vlidesprcac1 violenco, thQ Inck of skillod personnel to provide thQ potentic,l
beneficiaries with the nocGss~ry tochnic~l Qssist~nco, tho sovero ocouonic crisis
through which tho country is passing "nd the lack of cQpital tc pay co[~ensQti0n

to lcmdowners. Nevertholess, nOQrly 100 fn.rr.:s. ho.ve been voluntQrily offered for
so.le to the S2,1vo.dorian AgrariQn Reforn Institute, >!hich has so fQr boub'ht
64 of theTI, incorporQting thoo in the process of ioplGnento.tion of tho first ph"se.

36. The third phase of the o.grariQn refarn is sot out in Doeree No. 207 of
18 April 1980 of tho Revolutio~~ Governnent Junt~ Qnd "ffects fo.rDs subject to
the lQnd-leasing and sh=e-cropping syston. With regard to this phQse, the
Constituent Asseobly on 18 Mo.y 1982 O,(lopted Docree No. 6 which insti tutod "
teoporn.ry suspension of Decree No. 207. Subs equontly , however, the Constituont
Assenbly issued Lt Docroe giving .:tn t~uthori tCLtivu intarlJrotc,ti:':1tl '.-Jf Docree Nu. 6,
which indicatod thn.t tho l£:.ttor provic1ol1. for the tunporctry suspouDiun of
Decree No. 207 only for tho dur"tion of the cycles of eultiv"tion of eotton,
sugCLrcauo Qnd cereals 0nu cQttlc-rnising Qctivitics 7 th~t the ~ights stc[~Jing

iroD the leuses hcd to ba respocted, nna thQt when Decree No. 6 CQI1G into forco
the rights of tho benofici2rios of Decreo No, 207 of the EovGlution~~JGovornnent
JuutQ would be recognized.~! The SpociQI Roprcscnt~tivG hns been inforned th~t

on 9 June 1982 the Prosiucnt of the RODUblic Gclivorcd final deees of ownership
te, fc·roer tenccnt-holdors in the Departucnt uf SQn So.lvQc]er; thc.t cn 5 Juno in
the town of UsulQtQn ho hn.ndod ovor deods of ownership tv pe"so.nts of
18 cc,ornmitios in th~t dq)o.rtoont; th~t all Thurslby 17 Junc Vico-ProGic1ont Moli~".

and othex officials uolivcrcu Goods of ownership in tha town of Union 7 Qno that
theso doli varies uf (~oJoc1s arc p~.rt of c.. plcn for the transfer ef 800 ti tIcs c)f
ownership, 100 of then final c.nel 700 provision"l. ~

nJ InternQtionc.l HnrQlc' Tribune, 29 July 1982; T"o Tines, 24 aml 29 July
1982.

~ DQCUDent of the Ministry of Foreign Aff~ir8 of El SelvQc1or, Dopccrtoent
of Foreign Policy, circul= No. 225 of 30 Juno 1982, oade QVQilQblo to tho
Contre for Huno.n Rights by the Porr~nent Mission ef El So.lvQc1or Qt GonevG.

:nJ Ibid.
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37. H'.- \'lUV(;r~ the S)cci:ll R''':;j)rcsont,~~tivG h::':.s ~:,ls:', l'cc,-,ivc\.~ criticrll ::.sscssncntc
·::;f the. curront stet.tc _f thQ lC-.n(l. :ccf '.-Tr] j)TGCCOS t~kinc j:::l~....cc in El S~~lVC'.,L~~::.r ~

Thus, in }1o.,rtin Diskin 1 G recent stu'::-'.y ~ 2S!J the f::.,ll,~_·wing Cdlli.1Cnts ,=,.TC [k'--'C~(; CD the:
first pho.se:

t'The rusul ting situc.tion rcflGcts l~, sc:ciGUS lack :.:;;f pl~,-nninG" The r,--~pic.1

initial 'lot of intervention led to the formation of oooperatives whose new
leadership did not reflect the \wrking population prior to intervention.
Farm managers, overGeers~ mechanics 9 and even bookkeepers are ovorroprcscntod
on many cooperatives. Had tbc physical intcrvontioE boen dono quickly 9
as it was, but with a period allewed for the formation of a cooperativo
directorato chosen to be more rcprcs~ntativc, the subsequent operation of
tho enterprise might have gono morG smoothly. Tho slow pace of the titling,
compoundod by the constant difficulty in r0cciving credit, supplies 2nd
oxtonsion sorvicc:s 9 has lowered output Rnd cfficicmcy on many PhJ.sc 1 fClrms ..
Tho chilling off0ct of vio10noe, which is kno\1n to the mili ta:ry and tho police
~nd ofton porpotr~ted by them, has furth0r impeded tho implementation of this
phaso. A list of 184 murders oommitted bot',luon March and October 1980 ,,::cs
mad" public by Rodolfo Vier", the hoced of ISTA who WC1£' himsolf QssQssinQted
in J~nuQry 1981, Aside from 50 killing" labelled unknown, they -were all
cOITIrnittGd by militGry~ 8iJcuxity forcc;s9 or the pilrOI1ilitilrios ..

By using the q1h-'"'.nti tativc results frou tho monthly roports, "0 nQY say
that the impact of the rcforn has been as follows. All the lQnd in P1E'.se 1
,'1bout 15 per cent of El SQlvc.dor's fan) lc.nd - he,s beon Gxpropric.tud,
bonofitting porhaps 25,000 f::cmilios. Only seven coop0r~tivcs h~ve been issued
ti tlos.

In t0rI1S of production, 12.8 per cont of El Salvador's coffoe produoing
l~nd, 38.2 per cent of the cotton l::cnd, c.nd 53.~· por cont of the sug=
ncrongo were cont:::>..inod in Phnsc 1 .. 11

38. AgQin ;Ii th rogc.rd to the first ph::CSG of the land ruforn,
Prof0esor Roy L. Prostornan ho.s SQid 21./ the following, "It n::cy bo SQid th~.t thu
legrcl status of PhQSO I has ncot chQngod •• , but its prc,cticQl stc.tus has, I bclicvo,
changed ccdvcrL~olY:l 2,S ,1. x'usul t of th-.; ':-:,lJpointncnt of hostil,j ac1ninistrc_tors, r'.nc1
the o..pp.::.rcntly widcsprec....d disnisso..l of fo_vcurr.bly-c1isposcd offici,_',ls, TIGn-gr0.nting
of crodit to nnny co-ups Gnd wO:J.koning of inpcrt[1,ut support sorviccs ll

•

39. With regQrd to the second phc.oc of thc land rcfcrn, Mc,rtin Diokin hees S,".id: ]1/

liTho second phase of thc-> rcf~)rn, long held in susrensic..,n9 hr'.,s D:Jv-l been
legclly oxtinguisheG by the Constituent Assonbly clccted in March. In
r'..dditic·\1 tG the ror:.l o..dninisb::·,.....,tivc :::nd technic,:.l problc]J8 ef inpl()L1~nt2.tion,

it hfl.8 beGn subjcct to c:- cunst0.nt b:-~rr;-:,gc ef cri ticisD frr.... u these who str:.nd
to le·sC' D0St fron it, rrhosc pc~)plc .::..re n01iJ ,,,- c1cLJ..in~_:.nt f:JrcD in the
G0vorru:.llmt O1nd they hc~vc succeeded in unl~(:,ing the single Dost inp:Jrt.:'..nt l)h~sc

ef the: cntira rcf,.:rn11
•

22/ Diskin, Nal'tin, contc.incc2 in l:l S::cl vC.llc,r LQml Roforn 1980-1981, InpQot
Autli t. "1982 Supploncnt" (OXFJiN JUlcric,,-, Boston, IIc.s:3,'.chu3ctts, 1982), pp. 50-32.

W PruF·rel1 Ste.tenant uf Ruy L. Prccsternan, Professor d' 1:';1, Univorsity
("jf WC'..s11ington, bufuro thc) SUbC(-":Lj!~1itt;jQ .:.JU IDtCI'-ilT.lcric.:t~n Affo..irs to tho House
C,IJ:lf.1ittco (;n F.')rcign Affr:,irs, 3 Lugu[)t~ 1982

7
li. 19.

21:;1 Diskin, 1982 Su.:!~)1(;ncnt9 .:..p.cit .. , p. /12.
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40. \hth ree:ccrd tcJ the third ph.,so uf tho lc-nd rnforn in El Sn.lv"dor,
Mnrtin Diskin hc-s ,]ri tten thn folJ.Dwi),g: 2J/

"Tho J,.qnd-tu-'\-,hc-TilJGL' 1)l·OgTi..Wl~ th(lllgh flr1wGd in concept» night c.t
loc:st hc-ve given n I10ssngu tu sono of tho pOOI'ust of tho rurnl populntion.
With ovon tho distc-nt 1Oronise of c- land title, sr~,]]h01dcrs eould begin to
use their own croativity to covisG w~s to iuprovo their lot with govcrW1cnt
financial and technical help. Now even that pronise has succunbcd to
violoDco p intir.ridCl.tion~ oorruption, r.Dd T.lost ruccntly, to Decroe 6.
'approved by tho Assenbly upon the initiative of the Prosident of the
Ropublic' • l'

41. Lastly, a working paper published by the Catholic University of El SnJ.vcdor 21/
which gives an ovcr1l11 assossI1unt of tho current process of reforns in
El Salvador - land, banking and foreign trado reforns - states that H••• the r0forn
progrOJ~le decroed in 1980 sceIlli to have encountered its first failure as a result
of its lcwk uf breadth "-nd depthH, aelding tht\t Hthe lack of depth and. broadth of
the reforns is not only undorstandnblo but in fact soons inevitable, seoing how
n,ny powerful forces there wero waiting to frustrate the positive possibilities
of the process". To conclude, the report st2.tcs:; "Theso cunclusions do D{)t

reprosont ~ny attenpt to unccrcstiontc the iTIport~ncc or tho threo roforns plnnncu;
thoy ClrO acrto.inly the nc,st nnbiti,:.ms cho.ngos l)ut forwnr(~ in tho country1s
contcnporary history. Howevor, our o.n~lysis ~lso lcaus to the conclusion that
without oxceptiDn the rcf:)ITls hD-vO beon o.nd still arc being badly o'dninistorocl,
dceply affected by the war Qnd subject to heavy pressure fron the eligarchy which
sacks to ensure - Clt this I1onont - that tho reforrls will ultinatcly bo cnd will
operate in its intcrcsts ll •

2J/
lY

DocUIJonto

Ibid.

Cctholic University
l~C: Trnbajo, Be'lctin

ef
do

El S~lv~d0r, EVGlu~ci6n EC0noDic~ eo 10.8 Rcfo~s~

Cienci~s Econonicas y SociQles, Nu. 8/7/82-004.



V. SITUA'fION ',IITH REGARD TO RESPECT FOR CIVIL A~m POLITICAL RIGHTS
IN EL SALVADOR

42. For the reasons he explained in greater detail in his last report to the
CorrillUssion on Human Rights, 221 the Special Representative considered that in view
of the consistent pattern of gross violations of civil and political rights of all
kinds in El Salvador it was inappropriate to conduct a detailed review of the
information received in the light of the specific provisions of the domestic and
international legal instruments which are binding on the Republic of El Salvador
in this area. He decided that it would be preferable to adopt a classification
which takes into account the actual circumstances in which such violations take
place. This classification, which does not imply any rigid distinction between the
various categories, is as follows, (a) murders; (b) abductions and disappearances;
(c) political prisoners; (d) other terrorist acts; and (e) general attitude of
the Salvadorian judiciary.

1. ~lurders

43. The Special Representative has continued to receive a great deal of information
concerning political murders of civilian non-combatants in El Salvador. The
Special Representative is fully aware of the difficulty of accurately determining
the exact number of crimes of this kind and considers that this difficulty is due
to a variety of causes. The first is the very magnitude of the figures involved.
The second is that, in many cases, information on murders comes to light only when
bodies are found and it is thus very difficult to determine how they were committed
ar.d eveL whether they were really politically motivated or simply ordinary murders.
There is also the fact that the regular army and a guerrilla organization are
engaged in armed conflict and it may sometimes be difficult to determine whether
those killed are combatants or Let. The Special Representative considers that this
is an area in which figures must be handled with caution, since there is no way of
being really sure that reported figures on political murders of civilians are
reliable. The Special Representative nevertheless wishes to point out that the
various sources of information he has used basically agree on rises and falls in the
total number of murders.

44. Thus, according to the University Documentation and Information Centre, 2§/
1,837 civilians were murdered between January and April 1982. Newsweek 211 credits
that source with information to the effect that 2,658 non-combatants were murdered
in the first six months of 1982. According to the information handed over to the
Special Representative by the El Salvador Commission on Human Rights, 3,095 civilians
were murdered between 1 January and 30 June 1982. According to information given

221 E/CN. 4/1502, paras. 62-63.

2§/ University Documentation and Information Centre, weekly news-sheet,
El Salvador, Proceso, year No. 3, No. 68, speoial issue, February-April 1982.

211 Newsweek, 27 July 1982.
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directly to the Special Representative by "Christian Legal Aid of El Salvador", W
"a total of 3,059 persons were unlawfully executed in the first half of 1982". The
figures may be broken down as follows: 566 in January; 532 in February; 526 in
March; 505 in April; 375 in I,lay; and 355 in June. According to the same
source, m198 persons were killed in July and 351 in August. Thus, in the first
eight months of 1982, the total number of political murders of non-combatants
reported by "Christian Legal Aid" was 3,608. The information in question also
states that the executions were nearly all the result of action by Government
agents (the Army, the National Guard, the National Police and the Rural Police)
against unarmed Salvadorian civilians not involved in military combat. Wi th regard
to the reliability of this source, the Christian Legal Aid Bulletin of 26 May 1982
quotes Monsignor Arturo Rivera y Damas, Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese
of San Salvador, as saying that the information provided by Legal Aid was not false;
it was simply one-sided because it focused on only one aspect of the problem.
Monsignor Rivera y Damas confirmed these words personally to the
Special Representative, adding that the one-sidedness of the information was the
result of the fact that the complaints received by Christian Legal Aid related only
to Government agents and extreme rightist paramilitary organizations.

45. According to a Uni ted States Department of State document based on press
reports, .:1:Q/ the number of deaths may be broken down as follows: 279 in January;
361 in February; 438 in March; 194 in April; 301 in May; 189 in June;
163 in July; 196 in August; and 112 in the first two weeks of September. Thus,
according to that source, a total of 2,333 persons were killed between 1 January
and 15 September 1982.

46. The Special Representative also received information from the Government of
El Salvador.±!! on murders committed by the armed opposition in the period
1968-1982 (up to 21 July 1982 only). According to this information,
4,678 civilians and members of various State agencies were murdered by subversive
elements during that period, but separate figures for each year are not given.

W Christian Legal Aid of El Salvador, El Salvador, Informe sobre violaci6n
de derechos humanos, San Salvador, 15 July 1982.

m Ibid., Vfctimas de la violencia en El Salvador, de enero a agosto de 1982,
muertes fuera de combate.

1Q/ United States Department of State, Deaths attributable to political
violence, document made available to the Special Representative by officials of
the United States Department of State •

.±!! Armed Forces of El Salvador, National Police, Datos Estadfsticos sobre
Asesinatos por la Subversi6n, San Salvador, 21 September 1982.
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47. Since nearly 12,000 political murders of non-combatants were reported for
1981, ~ there seems to have been a drop of about 50 per cent in 1982.

48. The Salvadorian press also reports on mass murders committed in El Salvador
and the Special Representative wishes to put this information forward as further
evidence in this respect. For example, El Diario de Hoy W -,rf,icL is published
in San Salvador, reports, in the edition of 8 March 1982, that seven persons were
taken from their homes by several unknown armed persons and that their bodies were
subsequently found in La Libertad district; that Mr. Juan Antonio Silezia was
found dead in the street in San Salvador, but those responsible were not identified;
that an employee was found dead on the railway line in Colonia Santa Isabel, but
those responsible were not identified; that Mr. Cortes Parada was murdered by
subversive elements in the place known as El Play6n. The 15 March 1982 edition
reports that two brothers, Felix Jose a..'1d F..derico Rafael Charlaix, were abducted
and then killed by unknown persons; that a National Police officer was killed by
a terrorist group; that five mutilated bodies were found in Metapan (Santa Ana),
but those responsible were not identified; that another six decapitated bodies
were found in the same place, but those responsible were not identified; that the
body of a young man was found in San Miguel and those responsible were also not
identified; and that Mr. Abraham Wilfredo Aguilar Garcia was abducted and
decapi tated in Santa Ana, but those responsible were not identified. The
20 March 1982 edition reports that the members of the San Agustln y Buenavista
cantonal patrol are accused of murdering 24 people; that two farmers who had
served in the army were murdered by unknown persons; that Dr. Juan Garzona was
shot to death in Santa Ana after receiving threats from extremists; and that the
Justice of the Peace of Santa Ana identified two bodies, but those responsible
were not identified. The edition ~ of 29 March 1982 reports that a domestic
employee was killed by an unknown person in a Santa Ana restaurant. The
edition 121 of 1 April 1982 reports that Armando Turcios Yescas, a worker, was
found dead in Anchico canton, but those responsible were not identified; that
Alberto Campos and his wife were found dead in La Cruz canton, but those responsible
were net identified; and that the bodies of three young men were found strangled and
with bullet wounds in El Rosario canton, but those responsible were not identified.
The edition 1§/ of 3 April 1982 reports that Raul Coto, a Salvadorian Green Cross
relief worker, was killed by three unknown hooded individuals; and that the body
of Mr. Jose Roberto Argueta was found with bullet wounds in Monte Grande canton,
but those responsible were not identified. The edition ill of 19 April 1982
reports that two motorists were found murdered, but those responsible were not

±y E/CN.4/1502, para. 66.

!Q/ El Diario de Hoy, 8 March 1982, 15 March 1982, 20 March 1982.

W Ibid., 29 March 1982.

121 Ibid., 1 April 1982.

1§/ Ibid., 3 April 1982.

ill Ibid., 19 April 1982.
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identified. The edition~ of 23 April 1982 reports that the officiating judge
identified five bodies, but those responsible were not identified, and that four men
,rere killed in a house by four armed individuals. The edition 121 of 27 April 1982
states that Ricardo Antonio Mazariego, a mechanic, was shot dead with seven bullets
in a hotel in Zacatecoluca by four unknown persons and that Mr. Jose Manuel Mejia
Ccstillo was killed by unkno'<n persons in San Vicente. The edition 221 of
28 April 1982 states that the Justice of the Peace identified four bodies, but those
responsible were not identified. The edition 2!1 of 29 April 1982 reports that
Luis Alonso !·lartfnez Escobar, a watchman, was killed byunid€ntified persons. The
edition 231 of 30 April 1982 reports that the Justice of the Peace identified the
bodies of three young men, one of whom was a soldier; it is therefore believed
that the killings were carried out by subversive elements. The edition 111 of
1 May 1982 reports that Milton Ernesto Alvayero, a worker, was shot to death by
unknown persons in the Candelaria district of San Salvador. The edition 211 of
3 May 1982 describes the discovery of two bodies in Mejicanos, one decapitated and
the other with a knife wound in the head, with no identification of those
responsible. The edition::t21 of 4 Hay 1982 reports that, in Mejicanos, the bodies
of two persons were found with their hands tied behind their backs by the thumbs,
but with no identification of those responsible; that Delia del Carmen Vargas
Maravilla, a teacher, was killed by unknown persons and that she was the fiancee of
an army officer and the sister of another officer; that three individuals were shot
to death in the Candelaria district of San Salvador by unidentified persons; and
that an employee ,ms shot to death in the courtyard of his house in Usulatan canton
by eight heavily armed individuals. The edition 22J of 31 May 1982 reports that
Francisco Alfredo Romero, an employee of the Ministry of Public Health, was shot in
the chest in Zacatecoluca by unidentified persons.

49. As in his previous report, 2JJ the Special Representative wishes to refer in
particular to information concerning especially serious and blatant cases of murders,
such as mass killings of peasants, political leaders, journalists and other
persons.

~ Ibid. , 23 April 1982.

121 Ibid. , 27 April 1982.

221 Ibid. , 28 April 1982.

2!1 Ibid. , 29 April 1982.

El Ibid. , 30 April 1982.

111 Ibid. , 1 ~lay 1982.

211 Ibid. , 3 May 1982.

Zf Ibid. , 4 May 1982.

22J Ibid., 31 May 1982.

2JJ E/CN.4/1502.
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50. In fact, according to the information received by the Special Representative,
mass killings continued in 1982. Thus, according to information provided by the
University Documentation and Information Centre, 58/ there were 24 reports of
massacres between January and April, with a tota~f 547 persons killed; two of
the massacres were the result of FMLN attacks on military objectives in
Chalatenango, with a total of 60 dead.

51. Legal Aid 22/ reported that a massacre had taken place on 18 April 1982,
between 5 and 6 a.m., in Barrios village, Divisadero district, Department of
Morazan, and that 48 people had been killed. According to the same source, the
murders were committed by uniformed army soldiers after the villagers had shut
themselves up in their homes following a sharp clash with guerrilla fighters.
The El Salvador Commission on Human Rights 60/ gives a similar version of what
happened, stating that 22 children, 8 adolC;Cents, 15 adults and 4 old people were
killed, giving their names and ages. According to the international press, 61/
approximately 50 men, women and children were killed in Barrios and the murders
were committed as a reprisal for the ambushing of 100 soldiers by guerrilla fighters.
The Government of El Salvador told the Special Representative that it had no
knowledge of any such events, that the report contained no eye-witness accounts or
evidence and that was part of the disinformation campaign designed to discredit the
Government.

52. With regard to the murders of political leaders, El Diario de Hoy of
San Salvador 62/ reports on the murder of Mrs. Yolanda Carcamo, the Christian
Democratic Party candidate as deputy for San Salvador. According to Le Monde, B/
the bodies of six militant members of the Christian Democratic Party were found on
27 May in El Playon, near San Salvador, and their deaths were attributed to the
extreme right. According to the International Herald Tribune, ~/ Angelica Garcia
de Lopez, mayoress of the town of San Francisco Chinameca, and her 18-year-old
daughter were killed on 28 May 1982. The same newspaper quotes a spokesman for the
Christian Democratic Party as saying that one of the killers was a civilian but
the others were connected with the National Guard. The same source also reports
that the Salvadorian authorities arrested the three persons responsible.

2§/ University Documentation and Information centre, El Salvador, Proceso,
op. cit.

22/ Legal Aid Service of the Archdiocese of San Salvador, Informa las
violaciones a 108 derechos humanos cometidas contra la oblaci6n civil salvadorefia
entre el 17 al 23 de abril de 1982, San Salvador, 3 May 1982 in June 1982, the
Legal Aid Service of the Archdiocese of San Salvador was reorganized and is now
known as "'Archbishop Oscar Romero I Christian Legal Aid").

60/ El Salvador Commission on Human Rights, Boletin Semanal No. 1, May 1982.

61/ Le Monde, The Times, International Herald Tribune, 22 April 1982.

62/ El Diario de Hoy, 13 May 1982.

63/ Le Monde, 29 May 1982.

64/ International Herald Tribune, 1 June 1982.
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El Diario de Hoy of San Salvador, on the other hand, reports that National Guard
offi",ocs captured the persons who killed Evangelina Garcia and that according to
the Christian Democratic Party they were members cf the Chinamequita civil defence
organization and the Candelaria cantonal patrol. !i2J

53· With regard to journalists, it was reported in the world press 2§! that four
Dutch television reporters were killed by army elements on 17 March 1982 near the
town of El Paraiso, 36 miles north of San Salvador. According to the same sources,
the Minister of Defence of El Salvador stated that the deaths of the four
reporters took place when troops operled fire on guerrillas, while President Duarte
said that the reporters died ·,,,t.en they 'wc·re moving around in the guerrilla zone,
with the protection of the guerrillas, but that the Government was unaware that
they were in the area of hostilities. However, the report of 13 April 1982
commissioned by the Government of the Netherlands 67/ states that "The official
Salvadorian versions are not entirely credible and are debatable. The fact that
some preliminary statements were later changed meanS that they cannot be accepted
unconditionally". The conclusions of the Netherlands report are as follows:
(1) it has been established that the four members of the IKON team were shot to
death by soldiers of the Salvadorian regular army••• ; (2) the IKON team either
met the army patrol by chance or fell into an ambush set up by the patrol;
(3) since, on the one hand, the reporters were obviously under suspicion and
since, on the other, their arrival could very easily have been announced by radio
to the army patrol while they were on their way to the place at which they met, so
that the patrol would have been able to set up an ambush, an organized attack on
the reporters cannot be ruled out. On the other hand, it must be pointed out that
the army did not conceal the bodies and, on its own initiative, took them
together with the body of the guerrilla leader, Oscar, to San Salvador.

54. Subsequently, on 28 May 1982, the Government of the Netherlands issued an
additional report~ containing the following conclusions: (1) conclusion (1) of
the report of 13 April 1982 remains valid; (2) although, theoretically, it cannot
be ruled out that the patrol was warned by radio of the arrival of the IKON
reporters from the military camp, the additional inquiry has provided no
indications that could lead to the conclusion that there was any premeditated

iQ/ El Diario de Hoy, 31 May 1982.

66/ International Herald Tribune, 19, 20 and 21 March 1982; Le Monde,
20 March 1982; The Guardian, 20 and 25 March 1982; The Times, 20 March 1982;
Tribune de Geneve, 22 March 1982.

67/ Rapport van het onderzoek naar do toedracht van de gebeurtenissen die
hebben eleid tot de dood van devier nederlandse 'ournalisten 0 17 maart 1 82
in El Salvador Government of the Netherlands, Report on the enquiry into the
circumstances of the events which led to the deaths of four Dutch reporters on
17 March 1982 in El Salvador), The Hague, 13 April 1982.

68/ Aan vullend rapport van het onderzoek naar de toedracht van de
debeu~enissen die hebben eleid tot de dood van de vier Nederlandse 'ournalisten
op 17 maart 1982 in El Salvadcr Government of the Netherlands, Additional report
on the enquiry into the circumstances of the events which led tc the deaths of
four Dutch reporters on 17 March 1982 in El Salvador), The Hague, 28 May 1982.
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intention of luring the IKON reporters into an ambush. Nor has any convincing
proof been found of the thesis that the clash between the military patrol and
the guerrilla fighters accompanying the IKON team was the result of chance.

55. In connection with the deaths of the Dutch reporters, the Special
Representative had a conversation, in Mexico, with ttrs. Ana Maria Rumayor,
the widow of thc reporter, Jacobs Kolster, one of the members of the IKON team.
ttrs. Rumay.r showed the Special Rapporteur a photocopy of a report draw'l ep at
the office of the Rural Police which showed that y~. Kolster had been ~uestioned

there on 11 tfurch 1982 because they had found on a guerrilla fighter a note
giving Kolster's name, address and telephone number. The photocopy of the report ­
whose authenticity the Special Representative can vouch for because he saw the
original dooument in San Salvador - indicates tlmt the reporter and his
companions were at no time coerced or physically or mentally ill-treated. The
report is signed by the Director of the Rural Police and by l1r. Kolster.
Jacobs KOlster's widow gave the Special Representative a photocopy of the
dooument sent to the Attorney-General of the Republic of El Salvador requesting
the appointment of a prosecutor for the criminal investigation into her husband's
death. With regard to the death of Mr. Johannes Jan Willemsen, another of the
Dutch reporters ',rho was killed, the Special Representative noted that similar
legal proceedings had been instituted before the Attorney-General of the Republic
of El Salvador on 13 October 1982 by Miss Yachiyo Matsuzaki, Mr. Willemsen's
companion, and by his father, 11r. Gerrit Jan vlillemsen. The Special Representative
also received a letter from lfiss Jacqueline Bouma, friend and fiancee of
Mr. Hans Lodewijkter Laag, another of the Dutch reporters killed, with a
photocopy of the request submitted to the Attorney-General for the appointment of
a prosecutor for the case. The re~uest is dated 20 October 1982.

2. Abducticns and disappearances

56. The Special Representative wishes to provide various types of information
on cases of alleged abductions and disappearances, but it must be pointed out that,
in this connection again, figures must be treated with tl1e greatest caution. That
is in the first place because, after abductions, the bodies of the persons
abducted are sometimes found, and such Cases are counted as murders. In other
cases, it is discovered that the persons abducted are being held in dotention
centres belonging to the armed forces or the security bodies, and these are
counted as political prisoners. In still other cases, the persons abducted are
released. There are, lastly, the oases in whioh the persons who have been
abducted are not found, presumably because they have been murdered and their
bodies have been hidden; only then oan reference properly be made to
disappearances. The Special Representative considered it neoessary to give these
explanations before providing information on fib~res ooncerning abduotions and
disappearances, which, in many cases, overlap with figures concerniug murders
and politioal prisoners.

57. According to information handed over to the Special Representative by the
El Salvador Commission on Human Rights, there were 244 cases of persons who .
disappeared between 1 January and 30 June 1982. Amnesty International 69/ gives

69/ Amnesty International, Political Prisoners in El Salvador, .~/29/48/82,
11 June 1982.



A/37/611
pag8 27

a list of 50 persons who were arrested and who disappeared between late r1arch and
early r1ay 1982. The same source 70/ reports six other cases of disappearances.

58. According to information provided by the Legal Protection Office of the
Archbishopric, Archdiocesan Commission on Justice and Peace, n/ during the month
of r1ay 1982 the Office received reports of 68 persons arrested and of that number
five were found dead, six were located in security prisons and seven had been sent
to ordinary prisons, but nothing was known about the other 50 persons.

59. According to the same source, 72/ 15 arrests were reported between
12 and 18 June, 19 between 19 and 25June, lJ! 13 between 26 June and 1 July, HI
23 between 9 and 15 July, 12/ 18 between 16 and 22 July, J..§./ 11 between 23 and
29 July, ]]) 27 between 30 July and 3 August and between 9 August and 12 August, 78/
9 between 20 and 26 August TI! and 31 between 27 August and 2 September. §!2!

60. In Mexico, Christian Legal Aid gave the Special Representative more complete
lists containing information on alleged disappearances. According to the first
partial list, fl! 402 persons were arrested by security er Government agents in
the period from November 1981 to July 1982; 40 of these were brought before the
courts. Another partial list~ refers to the arrests by Government agents of

IQ/ Ibid., Central America Special Action, El Salvador, AMR/29/55/B2,
8 July 1982.

n/ Legal Protection Office of the Arohbishopric, ArchdioQesan Commission on
Justice and Peace, Denuncia de personas capturadas recibida en esta oficina,
San Salvador, June 1982.

11.1 Ibid., 19 June 1982.

12/ Ibid., 26 June 1982.

lA/ Ibid., 2 July 1982.

]jJ Ibid., 16 July 1982.

76/ Ibid., 23 July 1982.

n/ Ibid., 30 July 1982.

~/ Ibid., 13 August 1982.

TI! Ibid., 27 August 1982.

§51/ Ibid., 3 September 1982.

81/ Christian Legal Aid, Desaparecimientos forzados. Listado parcial de
perso;as que habiendo sido capturadas por organismos de seguridad 0 agentes
gubernamentales, no son presentadas ante tribunales 0 puestas en libertad,
November 1981 to July 1982.

82/ Ibid., Listado parcial de capturas realizadas por agentes gubernamentales
a menores de edad. November 1981 to July 1982.
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44 minors Detween NovemDer 1981 and July 1982. Still another partial list 831
refers to 16 citizens arrested during the same period Dy the Civil Defence -­
Committee. A fourth partial list 841 refers to 39 citizens who were arrested and
subse~uently executed Dy their captcrs during the same period; their cases have
also probably been counted as murders.

61. The Director-General of the El Salvador National Police made available to the
Special Representative a document 851 indicating that guerrilla organizations had
carried out a total of 25 abduction; up to 21 September 1982.

3. Political prisoners

62. According to information made available to the Special Representative by
the Government of El Salvador, 861 2,478 persons were arrested between
15 October 1979 and 13 July 1982for involvement in terrorist activities. Of
these, 1,254 were released; 575 were Drought Defore military examining
magistrates; 156 were brought before ordinary judges; 16 were Drought before
minors' judges; one was taken to a guidance centre; 21 were brought before
the Director General of l1igration; 72 were brought Defore various military
authorities; 357 were Drought Defore the speoial polioe judge; one fled, one
oommitted suioide and 34 oases are pending. Another dooument from the same
souroe 871 states that 839 persons were arrested for involvement in terrorist
aotivities Detween 1 January and 22 SeptemDer 1982.

63. Aocording to information oommunicated orally to the Special Representative
DY the llinister of Justice of El Salvador, the numDer of political prisoners
under his l1inistry's authority on 18 September 1982 was 629, of whom 561 were men
;rho "ere Deing held in Nariona prison and 61 were women being held in TIopango
prison. On 23 September 1982, 36 prisoners were being held in the San Salvador
National Police prison, according to information handed over to the Speoial
Representative by the Colonel in charge of the National Police; those persons
had Deen detained between 19 August and 22 SeptemDer 1982.

64. Aocordi~", to Amnesty International, ~ there are at present several hundred
political prisoners in San Salvador, out their numDer is relatively small compared
with the numDer of persons arrested, for reports continue to indioate that persons
arrested either disappear scon after their arrest or are released, and that many
are Deing held in military estaDlishments or at secret oetention centres.

831 Ibid., Listaoo parcial de ciudadanos capturados por el Comite de la
Defensa Civil, NovemDer 1981 to July 1982.

841 Ghristian Legal Aid, Listado parcial de oiudaoanos aprehendidos y
posteriormente ejeoutadcs por sus oaptores, NcvemDer 1981 to July 1982.

851 Armed Forces of El Salvador, National Pclice, Datos estadfsticos sobre
los secuestros realizados par las diversas agrupaciones sUDversivas en El Salvador,
San Salvador, 21 September 1982.

861 J~mod Forces of El Salvador, National Police, Datos estadisticos sobre
personas doteniaas par vincularseles con acciones terroristas, ~eriodo

15 de octubre 1979 al 5 julio oe 1982, San Salvador, 13 July 1982.
871 Ibid., 22 SeptemDer 1982.

881 Amnesty International, _~.ffi/29/48/82.
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65. According to information provided by the International Committee of the
Red Cross, §2! delegates of that humanitarian organization made 172 visits to
places of detention in March 1982; there were 157 new cases of persons arrested
for security reasons and the persons visited were under the authority either of the
}linistry of Justice, or of the security forces or of the army. The report of the
International Committee of the Red Cross 90/ also indicates that, in ~~rch 1982, its
Search Offices in San Salvadrr, S,nta Ana and San }liguel continued to receive
information from persons looking for relatives who had either disappeared or been
abducted. During that period, approximately 1,400 persons called the office in the
capital and 261 requests for searches were received; in }furch, 61 cases were
solved.

66. For the rest, aocording to documentation handed over to the Special
Representative by the Government of El Salvador during his visit to the country,
delegates from the International Committee of the Red Cross are still being
allowed to visit detention centres. 21/ There has also been a restructuring of the
Auxiliary Control Commission, a Government body which investigates particularly
serious cases of the ill-treatment of prisoners. An office of public information
on persons arrested by National Police officers has, moreover, been set up in an
annex to the National Police headquarters in San Salvador. The San Salvador
newspaper La Prensa Grafica of 29 october 1981 reported the opening of that office.
The Special Representative visited the premises and examined the documentation that
is available to the public.

67. Specifically with regard to the situation of political prisoners in
El Salvador, the Special Representative received a report which was prepared by two
former political prisoners, Mr. Jose Antonio Morales Carbonell and
t~. Juan Jose Garcia Cafias, and annexed to a letter sent from Mexicc City on
12 July 1982. 21/ The report states that "To date, most political prisoners do not
officially know why they are being detained or whether there is any decision or
warrant ordering their detention; they do not even know whether there are any
proceedings against them ••• ; many prisoners have been held for years without
officially knowing why they are being detained". The report also states that
Decree No. 507 of the Revolutionary Government Junta is not b~ir~ complied with,
"for there are prisoners who have been detained for up to 204 days in security
prisons without being brought before the competent courts .•• ; 166 (33.5 per cent)
were remanded within the legal time-limit, but 330 (66.5 per cent) were remanded
after the time-limit stipulated in the Decree;;. The report also states that there
are several prisoners who were notified over a year ago that their cases were being
brought before the National Court, but that they still do not know what stage has
been reached in the proceedings, which is another violation of their rights. The
report also says that, with a view to obtaining unofficial statements, "political
prisoners are brutally beaten, injured and burned with acid; electric shocks are

Morales Carbonell, Jose Antonio, Informe sabre
to the Special Representative, 12 July 1982.

3, 21 April 1982.

No. 3, April 1982.

E/CN.4/1502, para. 91.

Red Cross, SALVREP, No.

Ibid., Situation Report

§2/
'2!Y
21/
21/ Garcia Cafias, Juan Jose and

presos ~olfticos, annexed to a letter
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applied to the most sensitive parts of their bodies: the genitals, armpits, soles
of the feet, head, tongue, ears, eyes, etc. They are subjected to asphyxia in the
most brutal manner ••• They are strung up in various ways, for lengthy periods
of time, and beaten and kicked in various parts of their bodies. After being
tortured, they are forced to sign blank pieces of paper ••• or coerced into
signing with their eyes blindfolded". In this connection, the report provides the
following information obtained since May 1982: among 331 prisoners, 132 were
physically tortured, 27 were psychologically tortured, 6 were not tortured and
there were 496 instances of torture altogether. The report also indicates that
there are new 54 minors 14 years old and up who are being kept in prison
indefinitely together with adults, even though the time-limit for corrective
detention (120 days) laid down in the Decree has expired". It also reports
five cases of military raids on prisons and indicates that prisoners "are crowded
into very small cells, in deplorable sanitary conditions, and lack medicine and
proper medical care. The food they receive is extremely inadequate, primarily
consisting of a diet of tortillas and beans. The daily food budget for each
prisoner is one colon, 25 centazos, i.e. $.50 per day ••• ". The lack of water,
electricity and other conveniences makes the prisoners' lives very diffioult, all
the more so because their basic needs are not being met. In the statements they
made to the Special Representative in Mexico City, Mr. Morales Carbonell and
Mr. Garcfa Cafias confirmed what they had said in their letter.

68. The Special Representative has received information concerning an armed
attack on a prison. Thus, according to information from Legal Aid,:fjj combined
forces from the National Guard and the Rural Police arrived at Mariona Detention
Centre, near San Salvador, on 18 March 1982 at 8.30 a.m. and used a megaphone to
order the prisoners out of the cell blocks. When they came out, they were forced
to lie face down on the ground and were kept in that position in the sun until
11.30 a.m., while the officers threw water and stones at them or stamped on them.
All the prisoners were interrogated and particular attention was given to the cases
of the youth, Antonio Morales Carbonell, and Hector Bernabe Recinos. Young
Morales was given drugs to make him talk, but since he would not he was beaten
and had several veins slashed with a razor blade, so that he had to be taken to a
medical centre. Mr. Recinos had a hood placed over his head several times and
then they beat him so badly that he cannot walk. According to the same
information, the other prisoners, some 550 in all, were whipped, insulted and
robted and ended up with bad sunburns on their backs. The Guardian W of
24 }mrch 1982 reports that Dr. Morales Erlich, who is a member of the Revolutionary
Government Junta and the father of young Morales Carbonell, requested an
investigation of the matter. Information from the Committee for the Defence of
Human Rights in Central America 25./ and the Amnesty International report 2§j give
substantially similar accounts of what allegedly happened, as does the statement
made to the Special Representative by Mr. Morales Carbonell. According to the
San Salvador newspaper El Diario de Hoy, ID Mr. Morales Carbonell had to be
treated in a private clinic.

for tte Defence of Human

Legal Aid, press release, 19 l1arch 1982.
The Guardian, 24 March 1982.
Letter dated 26 March 1982 from the Committee

:fjj
3.A/
22/

Rights in Central America to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights.
1Q/ Amnesty International, Central America Special Action (CASA),

AMR/29724/82, 18 April 1982.
97/ El Diario de Hoy, 20 March 1982.
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69. However, the Government of El Salvador gave the Special Representative a
different version of the facts, stating that when prisoner
Antonio Morales Carbonell saw the soldiers, "he panicked, his blood pressure
dropped and he was helped by prison nurses and later taken to th2 S~n Sqlvador
Polyclinic for treatment". The Government also states that "the staff does not
physically assault prisoners". 98/

70. During his stay in El Salvador, the Speoial Representative visited
V~riona prison, where he was able to talk freely with the political prisoners
who are the leaders of COPP~S (Cummittee of Political Prisoners of El Salvador),
namely, i"lr. Mario Vigil, Mr. Bernabe Recinos, t1r. Dalloberto Sosa ,
11r. Jose Antonio Valencia, Mr. Oscar Garza and Mr. Francisco Arevalo, who said
that they had been detained for 19, 25, 11, 25, 24 and 19 months respectively.
They also said that the time-limits laid down in Decree No. 507 of the
Revolutionary Government Junta 99/ were not being respected and that they did not
know when they would be brought~o trial. Bernabe Recinos also said that his
wife and a 13-year-old daughter had disappeared on 20 August 1982 and
Jose Antonio Valencia stated that a 16-yea~-old daughter of his had been killed.
The prisoners who were interviewed also said that what was stated in the
above-mentioned letter from t1r. Morales Carbonell and Hr. Garc:la Canas was true.

4. Other terrorist acts

71. In 1982, violent acts of sabotage against the Salvadorian economy continued
to be carried out by the guerrilla opposition. Thus, according to information
supplied by the University Documentation and Information Centre, 1001 "bet>feen
February and April 1982, a total of 439 acts of sabotage >fere carried out,
mostly in the central region and in particular in Sal Salvador, the department
in >fhich most of the country's non-agricultural productive sources are
concentrated. In other regions, the departments that were most affected >fere
Usulutan, San Vicente and San I'iiguel, >fhich are of strategic importance because
of their cotton and sugar-cane crops but are also the areas in which violent
military clashes have frequently occurred ••• Statistics show that sabotage has
been carried out mainly against means of transport <46 per cent) and the electric
power distribution and supply systems (23.7 per cent), thereby affecting two
tasic elements of the economic cycle: the circulation or distribution of goods
and services and their protection. Although fewer in number <5.7 per cent),
cases of sabotage of means of communication have had an enormous impact on
communications in the country and on the national economy". According to the
same source, 10l! FHLN forces destroyed or damaged the following br~dge9 during
the first quarter of 1982: four in Santa Ana; one in San Salvador; three in
Usulutan; two in San Miguel and one in MorazanJla

98 I Documen t by the El Salvador army, General Staff, 23 r1arch 1982, made
&Jailable to the Special Representative by the Government of El Salvador.

991 E/CN.4/1502, paras. 25 and 109.

1001 University Documentation and Informatior, Centre, Proceso, op. cit.

1011 Ibid.
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72. According to the International Herald Tribune, 1021 guerrillas attacked a
large ANTEL (National Telephone Company) installatio~destroying some telephone
communications in the capital; according to the same source, guerrillas also
set fire to the town hall of Tecapan, which is some "50 km south-east of
San Salvador. According to the same newspaper, 1031 the guerrilla radio
announced that, in the town of San Miguel, the bUilding and some of the lorries
of a construction company had been set on fire. The same newspaper reported 1041
that guerrillas had set fire to 17 buses in different parts of San Salvador on
Sunday, 22 March 1982, and had set fire to at least 5 buses in Chalatenango.
According to The Guardian, 1051 guerrillas blew up electric power plants and
lines on 20 and 21 March 1982 in the departments of Usulutan, San Miguel,
Morazan and La Union, leaving those areas without electricity for three days;
according to the same source, guerrillas also attacked electric power lines in
the town of El Triunfo. The International Herald Tribune 1061 reported that
guerrillas blew up a bridge in San Francisco Gotera and cut off two roads and
telephone lines to nine towns. According to The Guardian, 1211 guerrillas blew
up electric power pylons in three provinces of El Salvador. Le Monde 1081 2nd
The Times 1091 reported that guerrillas attacked a goods train near
San Vicente and sabotaged electric power lines in that town and in the town
of Quezaltepeque.

73. Subsequent reports in the international press 1101 stated that the
opposition radio station "Radio Venceremos" issued ;:-Communique prohibiting road
traffic throughout the country. The same sources reported that, on 30 June
and 1 JUly 1982, more than 20 vehicles, mainly cars and lorries, were burned
or dynamited by FMLN members. According to Le Monde, 1111 the situation is
especially critical in the eastern part of the country, where the bus service
between towns and villages has been almost completely halted by the systematic

1021 International Herald Tribune, 17 March 1982.

1031 Ibid., 18 March 1982.

1041 Ibid., 24 March 1982.

1051 The Guardian, 25 March 1982.

1061 International Herald Tribune, 8 April 1982.

1071 The Guardian, 13 April 1982.

1081 Le Monde, 21 May 1982.

1091 The Times, 24 May 1982.

1101 The Guardian, 24 June 1982;
International Herald Tribune, 24 June
3 and 10 July 1982.

1111 Le Monde, 6 and 10 July 1982.
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c~mpaign to destroy means of transport. According to The Times, 112/ 50 per cent
of El Salvador's transport syste'J has been paraly~d. The Times 113/ and
Le Monde 114/ also report that guerrillas have apparently cut off water and
electricity supplies in much of San Salvador.

74. Guerrilla attacks of this kind continued during the month of August and,
according to the international press, 115/ four eastern provinces were in their
fifth day without electricity after guerrillas had dynamited electric power
lines; it was also reported that many communities were unable to obtain water
from electric-powered pumps.

75. Documentation handed over to the Special Representative by the
Government of El Salvador during his visit to the country 116/ indicates that,
in the period between 1 January and 20 September 1982, there were 151 cases of
sabotage with dynamite in the land transport se,tor; 50 in the industrial,
co~nercial, banking and agricultural sectors; and 351 in the sector of
State-owned facilities. According to the same information, there were 157 cases
of incendiary sabotage in the land transport scctor; 46 in the industrial,
commercial, banking and agricultural sectors; 16 in other sectors; and 61 in
the sector of Statc-owned facilities. According to the information received,
there were 561 other acts of sabotage, making an over-all total of 34,379 cases.
Damage to the economy resulting from attacks carried out between 1 January and
22 September 1982 is estimated at 90,500,000 colones.

5. General attitude of the Salvadorian judiciary

76. In his prcvious report to the Commission on Human Rights, 117/ the
Special Representative referred to the general attitude of inactivity and
passivity of the Salvadorian judiciary towards violations of human rights,
although he acknowledged the difficulties standing in the way of a normal
functioning of the courts and noted certain attempts to apply legal sanctions
to such violations. The Special Representative believes that this situation
remains largely unchanged at the present time, for although he has received
information on certain other proceedings instituted in respect of violations of
human rights, the number of criminal violations reported bears little relation
to the number of criminal proceedings brought to his attention. At all events,
the Special Representative notes the signs of a slight increase in the
activity of the judiciary.

112/ The Times, 6 July 1982.

113/ Ibid" 1 July 1982.

114/ Le Monde, 6 July 1982.

115/ International Herald Tribune, The Times, 10 August 1982.

116/ Armed Forces of El Salvador, National Police, Datos estad!sticos sobre
atentados dinamiteros, incendiarios y sabotajes diversos realizados por las
diversas ar,rupaciones terroristas con el fin de destruir la econom{a nacional,
San Salvador, 22 September 1982.

117/ E/CN.4/1502, paras, 110-113 and 129.
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77. Tho Spsci31 Ropr8sentativo~s General improssion of tho attitude of the
Salv~dorinn judiciary is confirmed by other sources. Thus, accordinG to
Amnesty Inter'nati::mcl1, 118/ lithe judicial system in El Snlvador' has all but
ceased to function ll • MorclJver, a report prepared by the LawYGrs i Committee [.J1'"

International Human Ri::;hts conccrnini~ thG murder ~!f f(jur 1l.i"Jerican nuns un
4 December' 1980 119/ r'ofer's to the "~encr'al b~eakdown in the judicial power's
in El S'11vo.cl0r i1 :lS one ,of the obstacles to serious progress in that caSG ..

Similar'ly, the report of 20 September 1982 of the Inter'-American Commission on
Human Rights 120/ states that "a t p~esent, it is clear that ther'e ar'e no penal
~anctions for most of the people who comfilit such horrible cr'imes".

78. The Attor'ney-General of the Republic explained to the Special Repr'esentative
SOfile of the difficulties at pr'esent affecting the administ~ation of justice in
El Salvador. According to those explanations, the Salvador'ian judicial system
is or~nnized for normal, peaceful conditions and has no means of dealinG with
the present situation of widespread violence. The Attorney-General alsn stated
that in most cases it is extr'emely difficult to find out who comfilitted murders,
either bocause thore are no witnesses or because witnesses arc afraid to testify.
Nonr'ly all filurde~ cases, the Attorney-Gener'al statell, lead to the institution
of cri~inal proceedings, but, in view of such difficulti~3, tho proceedinGS
immediately come to a standstill and ar0 c1assifie~! as "pcndin~ investigation".

79. In some cases, however', thor'e has been SOfile r'esuDption of the activity of
the Salvadorian cr'iminal justice system. Thus, 1n the C:lse of t'1e rr.".rder ·f the
four A~erican nuns on 4 December 1980, the proceedings are in the investig3tion
staGe and the trial is scheduled to begin shor'tly, according to what the
Attorney-General told the Special Repr'esent:lt1ve. In the cnse of the wurder
of Mr. Viera ClOd two Afilerican advisers, the ilttor'm,y-Gener'al said tll3t thc day
before, two accused persons had been brou,,;ht before the Fifth Criminal Cour't.
On the other hand, he said that the proceedinGS in tho C3S8 Qf the r.1urder of
Monsignor' Romero were, like s.cJ many other's, at a standstill because of the lack
of witnesses.

80. The Si)8cial Representative roceived some inf:Jrmati:.Jo concerning Clcti:JO
taken 3~3inst mambcrs of the ~rmy and sGcurity forces accused of vi81ations
Gf hUr~13.n ri:~hts. Thus, according to The Guardi3!l, 121/ 18':1uardsmen w(;!rc
arrested in c:.)nncctiJn with the Jcnths of four leaders of the Christian
Detll)Crntic Prlrty qnd eight other members of the party 2nJ the mass killinG of

118/ Aonesty Intern~ti0nal, op.cit., AMR/29/48/92, 11 June 1982.

119/ Lawycr's' Committee for International Huoan Rights, Justice in
El S~lv:lclor: A C'Ise Study, "A r'epor't on the investig~tion into the killins of
four' US churchwooen in El Salvador", 20 July 1982.

120/ OrGanization of Amer'ican States, Annual Repor't of the Inter-Amer'ican
Coomission cm Human Rights, 1981-1982, OEA/Ses .L/V/II-57 , 20 Septcr"ber 1982.

121/ The Guar'dian, 3 June 1982.
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22 persons and, according to the same newspaper, 122/ the United States Embassy
in El Salvador confirmed that, since January 1982:-147 members of the armed
forces and at least 10 members of the Civil Defence Organization have been
arrested for gross misuse of authority; 20 of them are also under arrest for
murder. According to the same source, the Minister of Defence, General Garcia,
issued instructions in March to all military personnel, warning that violations
of the Code of Military Conduct would be punished.

81. More specific information in this connection is to be found in the
documentation handed over to the Special Representative by the Director-General
of the National Police, 123/ which states that retired Army Major Guillermo
Antonio Roeder and other persons were remanded on 2 February 1982 to a criminal
court for taking part in the abduction of an engineer and using the services
of a security company founded by Major Roedcr himself. The Special Representative
does not know what stage has been reached in the judicial proceedings. According
to other documentation handed over by the Director-General of the National
Police, 124/ 11 members of the Military Guard of the cantons of San Agust!n
and Buena Vista were remanded to a judge on 18 March 1982 for taking part, on
4 March 1982, in the murder of 19 persons, 14 of whom were minors. The
Spccial Representative again does not know what stage has been reached in the
judicial investigation into this matter.

82. The Director-General of the National Police also gave the
Special Representative a list 125/ of 303 persons discharged from the
National Police between 15 October 1979 and 22 September 1982. Thirteen
persons were discharged for attempted rape; 42 for assault; 11 for extortion;
39 for rape; 20 for misappropriation; 38 for homicide; 14 for theft;
11 for bribery; 6 for receiving unlawful payments; 34 for injury; 17 for
robbery; 4 for abduction; 2 for attempted robbery; and others for various
reasons. The documentation states that, in many cases, the accused have been
placed at the disposal of the competent criminal courts, but the
Special Representative does not know what stage has been reached in thc
proceedings.

83. The Director-General of the Rural Police also handed over to the
Special Representative, during his visit to the country, a report on rural
police officers remanded to ordinary courts since 15 October 1979. 126/ The

122/ Ibid., 29 July 1982.

123/ Armed Forces of El Salvador, National Police, Caso Mayor y Lic.
Guillermo Antonio Roeder E.

124/ ~., Caso Asesinato de 19 personas en el sector de San Pedro
Perulapan.

125/ Armed Forces of El Salvador, National Police, Resumen de la bajas
habidas en este euerpo a artir del 15 de octubrc de 1 79 a la fecha por
delitos comunes y otros, San Salvador, 22 September 19 2.

126/ Rural Police, Informe estadlstico del personal do la POlie!a de
Hacienda dado de baja por distintas eausas , consignado a loa tribunales por
dolitos eomunes y por expulsion definitiva, durante cl periodo de oetubre 1979
hasts 01 22 do septiembre de 1982, San Salvador, 22 September 1982.
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list includes 18 ceses involvins a lereer nUD~er of members of that policc force.
The Special neprescntative wishes to drew attention to the followinc cases in
IJcrticuler: onc for tho mur,lor of n Wlman in June 1981; another for the rape
of a ti1inor in June 1981; another' for nssault :md robb~ry of 3. civilian in
jlu,:;ust 1931; another for the murder of e civilien in Jlugust 1981; (mother for
3ssnult and the robbery of a jewellery 3tore in ScptoElber 1981 j ~nother for the
iTIurcl~r of several persons in March 1982; 3nothcr for assnult nnd nrmGd robbol"'Y
in Jlpril 1982; enother for homicide in Mey 1982; enother for the seme offence
in May 1982; enother for assault and the ro~b3ry of a petrol stntion in
August 1932; .:tnd nn·~ther for assault in f,ur;ust 1932. ThG S;)0cial Represent::ltive
deGs not know wh::lt stcGe has been reached in the criminal invcsticction of these
Cr.Lscs.

3,'~. The DirQctor~Gener[\l of the Rural Police also eavc the
·'pecial Representative a list of 39 cnses of expulsions ef members: ill/
5 between 15 October and 31 Decenber 1979; 2 in 1980; 20 in 1981; and
12 between 1 January an,l 22 Sopte,":)er 1982. Many of thcsc cases related to
disciplinary offences, such as drunkenness and failure to o1.":lscrvc vl-Jr;(in1 hours.
In 1902, onc of the cases involved the murder' of several civilians.

:35. Lastly, the Specinl nepresentetive found that tho nuthClrities of the
Hcpublic of El Sal va"'~or (Jisplayo'J concern to gi VG soma impGtuB to the
functionin; of the criminal justice system as part of n policy to improve the
situntion of human riGhts in the country. The Specinl Representative expresses
the fervent hope tint this concern will pro.luGe satisfnctory results cs soon
as j)oosible ..

1271 Ibid.
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VI. Sl'l'TJATICN OP ID~YC"GF:ES .ANT) OTHF.R PERSONS DISPLACED AS THE
·';(K-'[jT/~~ 1;1 :T~F.rEI:r~ ~~-\~!.:~:-r::;~) ~Lr .. T'_~::r ;)/.. :;::~i~ ,"T ~-L

86. In his last repert 128/ tho Specio.l Roprosentative stated: "The events in
El S21v2dor RrG forcing DGny pooplo to leave thoir honos and noroal places of
TGsid<2ncu and to [love to other parts of the cOillltry or to seek refuge in neighbouring
cQuntries ll

• rrhis situation has ~ontinuod in 1982, Qnd as far as rofugees are
concorned tho figuros roccivcd show that their nuobcrs havo increased this yoar.

87. Accor:iing to infort1ation fron the Office of the United Nations High Connissioner
for Refugees, 1121 on 1 June 1982 there were ostLnated to be botween 175,000 and
295,000 Snlvadorinn refugees in vnrious Latin lJJoricnn countries, distributed as
follows: 7,000 in Belize; 10,000 in Costa Rica; bGtwoGn 50,000 and 100,000 in
Guatunaln; 15,000 in Honduras; botwoen 70,000 and 140,000 in Mexico; 22,000 in
Nicaragua, and 1,000 in Panw"a. Of those 34,030 aro assisted by l~CR.

88. As regards displncGd persons, "ccording to infornation supplied to the
Speoi"l Reprosentn tive during his visit t,) the oountry by CON1\])ES (National Cor.mittoo
for Aid to Displaced Porsons) l2Q/ on 31 August 1982 226,744 Salvadorinns had boon
displaced fron thoir placos of residence and WGro being givon various f8ms of
assistanco by that body.

VII. SITULTIOU WITH REGLRD TO COMPLIlJ'ICE WITH THE INTERNil.TIOUl.L
RULES OF HTJl1IU1ITlill:u.N LLW J,.PPLICMlill IN 1:J1NED CONFLICTS

89. \{ith rogard to roupoct fJr hunon rights in the arned conflicts tnking plaoe in
El Sf\Jvador betwecn the rcgular f\rny and thc opposition guerrilla forcos, the
Special RoprosGntative receivod loss inforrlntion for this report than for the
last ono.

90. Howevor, tho report of thu Intor-NJorican CO~Jission on Hunan Rights of
20 Septonber 1982 ill! statea thn t the COIn:lis8ion is awaro that serious violations
of hunan rights havo been taking place on both sides, in violation of the Geneva
Cunvonticms of 1949. Furthornoro, sone of the reports on nasS killings anong the
civil population by regular nilitnry forces and guerrilla groups containod in
part Nof this report would indicate a lack of respoct for the ninmun rules of
hl102nitarian law applicoblo in all typos of conflict.

128/ E/CN.4/1502, or. ci~., pr". 115.

112/ Unitod Notions High Cm~"issioner fer Refugoes,
Contral "'~:lOrica, J,IDO 1982, No. 5.

l2Q/ National Coruoission f'er Assistance to Displaced
Cundro RUSUL1Gn do la Poblucion TIos lat3O,d2. 0. nivGl nacional

UNHCR Infornntion,

Persons, San Salvador,
ur no artanonto al

Organization of IJlcrican States, lillnual Report, op. cit.

31 do agosto SW:~lary of displaced persons at the national
31 August).

l.21J

lovel, by departrlents at
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91. Nevertheless, the Special RopresentativG has reoeived sone reports indicating
that in certain cases both of tho oontending parties have spared the livos of
conbatantn captured in the course of the fighting and have even released then.

92. The Special Representative was able, for exaLlple, to speak to a ferc,er gkerril18
fighter who had been captured in eonbat. Ho was inprisoned but after SODO tlilO
was released and was oven able to go to Mexico. S80C Salvadorian nutharitios told
the Special Representative ef cases in which captured guerrillas had received
hlliJanitarian treatnent and nedical assistance.

93. The Special Representative also read in an infornation bulletin published by
~ho International Connittee of the Red Cross l2£I that delegates of the CODrlittcc
paid throe visits to three officers and 56 soldiers captured by the F~niL;

according te the sarle source on 31 ~ugust 40 of theSe soldiers were released under
the auspices of the International CQOOittee of the Red Cross and handed over by
thnt hUDnnitarian body to the conpetent uilitary authority at the regional barracks
of San Francisco Gotera (Moraz6n). Aooording to explanations given tc the
Special Representativo by Mr. Rufaol Moreno, a representative of the Politioal and
Diplonatio Coonitteo of the FDR-FMNL, 10 of the oaptured soldiers proferrod to join
the guerrillas.

VIII. CONCLUSIONS

94. Lfter exru"~nlng and conscientiously evaluating the infornation sW~larizod in
the fcregoing pages, the Speoial Representative is in a pesition to offor sone
oonolusions which reflect his personal convictions. It oust be said, nowever,
that owing to the particular nature of the Special Representative's mandate and of
the investigetion made in order tD discharge it, these oonviotions do not rolate to
speoifio acts or events but to the general situation of hunnn rights in El Salv~dor

so far during 1982.

95. With regard to economic, social and oultural rights, the Speoial liepresentative
considers that, generally speaking, the situation he described in his last report
to the Commission on Hwnan Rights remains unchanged. ill! In this oon text the
Special Representative takes into account the difficulties stemming fron the
econemio crisis through whioh the country iJ passing and the fact that there oan
be no substantive improvenent in those rights fron one day to the next, but only
thr.mgh a gradual prooess of reforrJs, including agrarian refom, which requires,
anong othor things, a genuine clinate of social peace. The Special Rorresonta,tivo
considers, howover, that the Salvadorian people still do not enjoy eoon'~ic, social
ane. cultural rights of any particular significance. In the sano oontoxt he wishes
to add that the attaoks on the oountry's econony carried out systetlatioally by the
guerrilla opposition, although presented as ained at oilitary targets, SQri~u81y

co[!protlise the future enjoyoent by the people of El Salvador ef very inportnnt
oc~nomic, social ~~d cultural rights.

1i£/ Red Cross, Salvrep, No. 8, 22 August 1982.

1l2/ E/CN.4/1502, op. oit.
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96. With regard to civil and political rights, the Special Representative is
morally convinced tp~t during the months that have so far passed in 1982, serious,
massive anQ persistent violations of human rights have continued in the country
and in many cases have ended tragically in attacks on human lives, precisely
because of the continuing serious civil conflict taking place in El Salvador.
vlliile it is true that the information received shows that the number of
assassinations has dropped to approximately half what it was in 1981, nevertheless
the size of the figures given for this year clearly indicates that the situation
with regard to respect for human lifo is still very serious. In the opinion of
the Spooial Reprosentative, responsibility for the violations of civil and
political rights lios both with members of the State apparatus and vielent groups
of the extreme right, which seom te h2ve octed in collusion with or tolerated
by thc fomor, ~~d with amed groups of the extreme left, although there are
indications that the violations of huunn rights involving attempts on life,
liberty and security of person aro in the majority - but not solely - perpetrated
by ncmbcrs of the state apparatus and violent groups of tho oxtreJ:1o right, while
torrorist acts against public and private property are nainly due to guorrilla
groups.

97. With regard to the activity of the judiciary in El Salvador, the Special
Representative considers that the situation is still unsatisfactory and that it
calls for considerable improvenent, even though he has observed signs of a slight
increase in the punishnent of violations of hunan rights. The Special
Representa tive realizes, hc>Wever, how diffieultit is for the Salvadorian judicial
systen properly to investigate and to punish such a large nunber of offences as
aro at presont toing corJrlitted in tho country in the prevailing a toosphoro of
generalizod violenco, and he notus the concorn of the authorities of the Ropublic
to oncourago the activity of the judiciary.

98. With regard to the continued armed clashes, the Special Representative
believes that serious violations of hunan rights are still being conlOitted by
both sidos, notwithstanding certain oases in which both the regular arrJy and tho
guerrilla opposition have given hunanitarian trea~ent to and even released persons
capturod in conbat. The Special Representative is not in a position to dote:mino
tho ~w~bors of suoh casos with respect to either of the contending sidos, but
wishos to expross his fervent hope th"t the humanitarian treatoent of persons
captured in conbat and nore generally of all those participating in it will soon
beccx18 general practice.

99. Whilo it is truo that undor both the 1962 Constitution - doclared to be in
force by Decroe No. 3 of the Constituent Assenbly - and the international
instrurlonts on hW:illn rights applicable in El Salvador, the authorities of that
country have an undeniable right to adopt ef.1orgency n<?asures to doal with tho
situation of violenco and arood confrontation existing in tho country, nevertheless
noithor thoso instrurJonts nor the nost elenentary noral principlos inheront in any
norual c:un8cionco would justify the UGO of OlJ.ergoncy r:1Gasurc8 to violato fundanental
and indofensible hurJan rights including, first and ferenost, the right of every
person to lifo.
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100. fEto Special lloprasenta tivG ug<;.in n'Jtes thc:! CC'TICGrn which hn has obsorV"ad :"n
higD. G·;JVUI'Ilr.wnt 81)hores in tho Hopublic of El Salvado:, :for the protoction of hUIlDn

rights but~ while very pleased to soe this concern, ho wishes to 8Xrrus~ his hope
"nel his fervont dosire that it should s;J8Gdily "nd effectively be reflectod in
the facts Df tho .situ.ati:-m, Qspocially as rc:gt'.::cc1s r8dl)CH:t f:JJ:' tho Dusio right of
overy pers~n, which is the right to life.

101. The situation doscribed. in tho f:.'rogoing raragra..phs clot1D.nds, as n rlGttor
h:Jv:i.ng pricrit;y UVOI' all othOT nGnsuros~ the.: full r0storatiol1 nf oivil JjOQC:o,

which is the essential prerequisito to rcs:poct for eivil ;:,xill p.:)litioc.l r~Ul:.IQn :riGht;:.;
and the gradual inprovcnont of cc')nonic, sllcinl and cuI tur:J.l rights. It is
thor8foro necessary onco o..go..in tn urgc tho Govorw:.lont and all tho8U uunccrnocl
inucdi"toly to tnko whntovor IlGnsuros arc n0CeSSQI'"J to) bring poaco to tho oountry
Dnd to put Rn cnd to the sori(Jus vi:JlntioDG ,)f hunnn rights that aro takinG lJlaco
thoro.

102. In viow of the concern which tha Govornnont of El &1.1vaclor find other intGrc.'Jtocl
sectors hc..ve (n..-pros3cd rOg2....rcling the violation ~;f hru:'lDn. rights ana. oG2ri:lC in nind
in p:lrticulnr tho quintossontia.l no.. turo uf the right t:J life: nnc:' tho.-t vi,~lC.ltiuns
of that right ure irroparablR, the Special Representative recoru"ends nost
cuphatically that both sid8s sho"ld irn:lCdiately take ~ "epH to encl the attacks on
hunan lives.

103. For the rost, the Govornnontand authoritios of ElSalvaCcr sho"ld bo
rarticularly rccotJrJonded to adopt tho following neasuros:

(1) The repoal of all logal onacu~cnt and othGr Deasuros that are incoupatible
with tho principlos contained in tho international inotrurJont8 that arc bin~ing on
the RepUblic of El Salvador in rospect of hW"all rights, uni in particular the
repoal of ]Jecroo No. 507 of 3 ]JoconbGr 1980 containing' lJJO special law on
procedures applioablo to tho offonces referred te in articlo 177 of the Political
Constitution;

(2) The institution of roal and effective control by the GovorruJont over all
tho r:;oJ;lbors and units of tho mX1Gcl forcos and scouri ty forcos and over all types
of an"od organizations and individuals in erdcr to ansure that thoy behavo in
accordanco with tho principlos lain down in the internaticme.l lnst.:runcnts th21t ['xc
binding on tho RepUblic of El Salvaclor in the natter of hur:an rights, inoluding
tho Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the 1977 PI'ctocols;

(3) The adoption by thG SulvadoriQll govcrn~ontal and judicial authoritios
of all the legal r:1oasUI'GS necessary to provent ancl spGorlily and offcc-tivoly to
punish violations of h~Jan rights and fundw"ontal froedons, including the possible
disnissal f:rOll their posts of' officiflls of tho civil adnini8tration Qr~c1 the hUUCLS,

officers and other subordiEate members of the armed and security forces who have
been responsible for such violations;

(4) 'I'he organization at all levels, including schools and the mass media,
of mass campaigns in favour of respect for human rights;
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(5) TI'be continua ti,:-m and extension, C.!l1 a genuine human, social and
democratic oasis, of the necessary adr:linistrati'le 2.nd social Tefcn~1sl inGlucling
agrarian refon" so that the peoplo of El Salvador nay enjoy to the ful18st
extont possible the r~conomiG, social and cu1 tura:L rights sot forth in thn
interns.tional instrl:rl1Onts bind.ing on tha Republic uf El Salvador;

( ~ I ('b, ;onsideratiOD of the pc:, ssibili ty of 2 dialogue \oii th c:dl tho COU!1tI'y r s
politioQl forces~ includine those of the loft wing opp8sition, with Cl viow to
putting 2D cnd to tha auJ.ocl confr:::mtu ti,~.)n 2_~ld thus QcbiovinG' 2. conuino rn ciD1
parae 'Hbich I"lill pornl t thu iJ:.1provenont ;.::f tho Gcnnonic, social und cuI turnl
rigtts 2nd full rospect for tha civil and pcliti.c21 rights of tho pc~plo of
El 30.1V2.dOI'.


