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EURO- Medi t erranean FORUM ON TRANSPORT
Senior Oficials Meeting
Mal ta, 23 and 24 March 1999
REPORT (Draft)

The first meeting of the Euro-Mediterranean Forum on Transport was held
in Malta on 23 and 24 March 1999, at the level of Senior Transport Oficials.
The list of participants is attached.

At this neeting drafts were discussed of a Menorandum of Under st andi ng
for the Mediterranean Pan- European Transport Area (PETrA-Med), and of a work
programme for the Forum (both of which had been prepared by the secretariat of
the Forum (the European Conmi ssion, Directorate-General for Transport).

The report below is presented in the formof a summary of concl usions
and does not include interventions by participants. Should a participant w sh
that his intervention at the tinme of the debates be attached to the report, he
may pass it to the secretariat of the Forumwhich will circulate it to al
menbers.

A. Concerning the Menorandum of Under st andi ng:

The text of the Menorandum of Understandi ng had been anended to take
account of the suggestions received before the neeting; insofar as no other
anmendnent of the text was requested at the neeting, this sanme docunent is
attached for final comments before initiating the process of signature.

The Turki sh del egation did however, at the neeting, express its
opposition to the inclusion in the list of signatories of the Cypriot Mnister
of Transport, on the basis that he did not represent the totality of the
island. Consultation to resolve this issue will take place during the com ng
nont hs.

The text distributed at the meeting has not therefore been subsequently
anmended.

B. Concerni ng the work programme:

1. Status of the work programe:

The work programme can be changed at any tine, since it is a living
docunent, which should represent the state of participants' reflections. 1In
order to nmake concrete progress and to ensure a stable working basis, however,
it is proposed that the work programme only be amended at neetings of the
Forum follow ng discussions anong all participants. A further aimis to make
sure that any proposed changes refl ect a consensus anong nmenbers of the Forum
For this reason, the work programre has been amended in line with the
di scussions in Malta, and this anmended docunent will remain the reference
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docunent until the next neeting of the Forum In the neanwhile, menbers of
the Forum are encouraged to submit their suggestions for nodification, which
wi |l be exam ned as a group at the next neeting

2. Contents of the work programe:

A nul ti nodal approach was foll owed.
Two maj or work topics were identified:

- Definition of a transport infrastructure network in the
Medi t err anean;

- ldentification and inplementati on of neasures to facilitate
transport;

Si x other topics should also be studied:
- ONSs

- Citizens' transport network

Transport safety
- Maritine transport
-  Research and devel opnent

- Statistics, with a view to incorporating user needs into the
MED TRANS Progr amre.

As regards the maritine aspects of transport safety, the work could be
dealt with in experts' neetings on the fringe of I MO neetings. The European
Conmi ssion (DGVI1) will take the initiative to organize such neetings, the
results of which will be reported to the Forum The Forumw || then decide on
any followup action. As regards air safety, a simlar approach of neetings
on the fringe of I CAO cannot at present be followed, because, for the menber
States of the Union, cooperation on air safety is undertaken in the JAA (Joint
Avi ation Authorities), which applies stricter safety conditions than | CAQ
Transport safety for other nodes will continue to be treated entirely within
the framework of the Forum

Al'l eight topics, two priority and six other, are horizontal except for
maritime transport, which is a sectoral topic. 1In order to avoid overlap of
wor k, the workshop on maritinme transport should at its next neeting identify
the aspects of maritinme transport not covered in the horizontal workshops and
which it therefore needs to deal wth.
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3. Points for further discussion

It was proposed to incorporate two new topics:
- Trai ni ng

- Areas of possible convergence between Forum nenbers with regard to
the current WO services negoti ations.

The secretariat of the Forum proposes that these two aspects be dealt
with inrelation to each of the eight topics, whenever relevant, rather than
devel opi ng them as two additional topics.

4. Concl usion on the content:

It is proposed that the attached work programe, which was anmended to
take account of the above el enents, be approved. It is also proposed that the
wor k programre may be anended at any time during nmeetings of the Forum after
di scussi on of proposals for amendnents.

C. On _the foll ow up:

1. Initially, the secretariat will carry out an assessnment of what exists
i.e. make, with the aid of all participants an inventory of all existing
i nformati on on the subjects treated by the Forum

2. The concl usi ons of each workshop are attached. They include a list of
subj ects on which work, either a study or a project, could usefully be

| aunched or be supplenented, together with a list of points to be exam ned
nmore closely at the next meeting. Several delegations stressed the problens
whi ch coul d be caused by the m nimum threshold applied by the Comm ssion for
MEDA fi nanci ng; they considered this to be too high for the transport sector
(since infrastructures are excluded), since the diversity of nodes and types
of transport makes it difficult to assenble small projects in order to reach
this threshol d.

List of actions put forward on a prelimnary basis:

- Definition of a transport infrastructure network in the
Medi t erranean ( MATI MED) ;

- CGNSS: project aimng at devel opi ng awareness of the val ue of GNSS
in the region, with the objective of connecting the eastern and
western parts of the region; Turkey and Egypt have al ready
indicated their desire to take part in this project;

- AEFMP:  project aimed at harnonizing the air transport systens of
Al geria, Spain, France, Mdrrocco and Portugal, by using the first
generation of satellite navigation systenms (EGNOS); the project
woul d be managed jointly by Spain and Mrocco;
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- Transport facilitation: |aunch of a study for the whole
Medi t erranean; Organi zation of a seminar on the application in the
Medi t erranean of the international rules and conventions on
facilitation of transport;

- Work on the probl enms of and possible solutions for the
i mpl enentation of a citizens' transport network;

- Inventory of current transport safety rules and their application
in the Partners, based on the contributions of the del egates;

- Est abl i shnent (on request) of training in transport sector reforns
for transport policy decision-mkers.

Points to be exani ned by the del egations for the next neeting:

- Definition of an overall Plan for GNSS in the Mediterranean
i ncluding the actions envi saged above; Al geria, Cyprus, Egypt,
Spai n, Morocco and Turkey indicated their intention to
parti ci pate;

- Reeval uati on of the projects mentioned i n RETRAMED,

- Determ nation of the priority areas for training and of the
necessary | evels of training;

- Exam nati on of the need for, and the possibility of, pilot project
type measures, other than studies (but excluding direct financing
of transport infrastructures);

- Study of the technical feasibility of a cross-border cooperation
programme, simlar to what already exists for the Central and
Eastern European countries.

The above projects would need to be prioritized in the Iight of the interest
expressed by the Partners and their possibilities of inplenentation

D. Docunents to be provided

1. By the Forum secretariat:

The secretariat undertook to provide a note giving clarification on the
eligibility criteria for, and the procedures of, the Regional MEDA Programe,
in order to enable Partners to consider their possible recourse to MEDA in
full know edge of the facts.

The secretariat will also provide the delegates with a proposal for core
i ndi cators which would be useful with a view to incorporating user needs in
the work being run by Eurostat on transport statistics in the Mediterranean
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2. By Partners and other participating countries:

For the Menorandum of Under st andi ng:

Possi bl e requests for nodification: before 25 June

Exact title of the signatory for each country: before 25 June

3. By participating countries and international observer organi zations:

On the operation of the Forum

On the work

Verify if details of contact persons for each del egation are
correct and provide, as far as possible, an electronic mai
addr ess;

If del egations wi sh, they may comment on the type of neeting to be
envi saged in future.

progr anme:

Comments on the text: as nentioned above, requests for
nmodi fi cation and/ or other comrents will be discussed at the

next neeting, so that a fairly distant deadline can be fixed, on
30 Septenber.

On the foll ow up work:

Contri butions on existing informati on and/or what may be rel evant
for the work of the Forum the secretariat suggests that at |east
the followi ng information be provided, which it will then

di ssem nate to all nmenbers of the Forum the title of the
study/project, its author, details of where one can obtain it, a
short summary of the conclusions or the conclusions thensel ves;

An initial indication on the reevaluation of the RETRAVMED
proj ects;

Contributions on the topics discussed, and in particular on

- the transport infrastructures network to be defined
with Partners,

- the issue of transport facilitation (in particular so
as to aid in the definition of the proposed study),

- safety,
- the citizens’ transport network;
A confirmation of the position taken by nunerous del egations at

the neeting, according to which the Mediterranean Partners shoul d,
in the imediate future, be able to participate in the transport
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research and devel opnent actions of the 5th Framework programe,
on the basis of a contribution by the EU towards such
partici pation.

4, Addr esses:

The secretariat has set up an electronic letter box, the details of
which are on Internet:

Forum eur o- ned-transport @ig7. cec. be

All nessages may from now on be sent to this address. Alternatively,
the persons to be contacted are:

M's. CHRAYE (tel ephone: 322 - 296 82 42)
M's. EDLAND (tel ephone: 322 - 295 34 79)
Fax: 322-296 96 32

Eur o- Medi t erranean Forum on Transport
The European Commission - DG VII.A 1
rue de la Loi, 200

B- 1049 Brussels

Annexes:

Organi zati onal arrangenents

Li st of participants

Draft Menorandum of Under st andi ng
Draft work progranme

Draft concl usions of the workshops
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ANNEX

ORGANI ZATI ONAL ARRANGEMENTS

Programm ng of the future neetings:

Del egations agreed to the principle of a high Ievel neeting at | east
once a year. For next neetings, it would be useful to envisage four working
sessions for the workshops, with two workshops running in parallel during each
session, and to ask delegations if they agree to envi sage appropriate
participation. The Forum can neverthel ess decide to reduce the nunber of
wor kshops if necessary, in the light of delegations’ views on the issue.

Two options are possible as regards when the neetings of the workshops
take pl ace :

- either at the same time as the nmeeting at a high level, which
requires the participation of several experts, and raises the
qguestion of whether or not, in this case, the additional experts
travel and accommpdati on expenses will be covered by MEDA, over
and above the normal limt of two persons per del egation

- or, at another time, which would require MEDA to cover severa
nmeetings a year, or the delegations participating at their
own expense. The Commi ssion (DGVII) remains of course ready to
make avail abl e as necessary a neeting roomin Brussels.

Pendi ng del egates' reactions, the text of the work programre was not
amended on this point.



