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The neeting was called to order at 3 p.m

EFFECTI VE FUNCTI ONI NG OF HUMAN RI GHTS MECHANI SMS:
(a)  TREATY BODIES;
(b)  NATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS AND REGI ONAL ARRANGEMENTS;

(c) ADAPTATI ON AND STRENGTHENI NG OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS MACHI NERY FOR
HUMAN RI GHTS

(agenda item 18) (continued) (E/ CN. 4/1999/93-97; E/CN. 4/1999/N&0Y 7, 28, 39,
40, 56, 64 and 72)

1. M. ALVAREZ de M RANDA y TORRES (Federaci 6n | beroaneri cana de Orbudsman)
said that his organization had been established to ensure inter-institutiona
cooperation and i nmproved defence of human rights in Latin America, nore than
hal f of the Latin Anmerican countries being nenbers. |Its chief concerns were
children who were conpelled to work or who were sexually exploited; wonen who
were subjected to maltreatnment or discrimnation; indigenous mnorities who
were subjected to poverty; ol der persons; migrants who were the object of
xenophobi a; mal functi ons of the | egal system which encouraged inpunity;

mur ders of and other attacks agai nst human rights defenders; and probl ens of
refugees and di spl aced persons as a result of wars and natural disasters.

2. The organi zati on woul d adapt to the main concerns that were arising at
the end of the mllenniumand, at its next congress, would devote nuch
attention to ol der persons, since 1999 was the International Year of O der
Persons. On 20 Novenber 1999, the tenth anniversary of the signing of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, it intended to convene a solemm neeting
in Madrid on the rights of juveniles which, it hoped, would be attended by the
United Nations High Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts.

3. M. LUS (International Orbudsman Institute) said that his organization
had been in existence for 20 years. It was an international, non-profit-
maki ng organi zati on supported by the Law Faculty of the University of Al berta,
Canada, and covering six regions of the world. Its nenbership consisted of
107 Onbudsmen with voting rights, and there were al so associ ate nmenbers and
honorary nenbers.

4, In recent years it had intervened in defence of the right to |life and
the right to freedom as well as economic, social and cultural rights and the
rights of older persons. It stood for the weakest and nobst needy in society

who | acked a voice at a tine when States were withdrawing fromtheir socia
comm tnents.

5. M. FITZPATRICK (Asia-Pacific Forum of National Human Ri ghts
Institutions) said that, when his organizati on had been established in
July 1996, it had conprised the national human rights conm ssions of
Australia, India, Indonesia and New Zeal and. |Its inaugural workshop had
adopted a declaration setting out the basic principles guiding its work in
pronmoti ng the devel opnment and strengt heni ng of regi onal human rights

commi ssions. The two key elenents underpinning its activities were a
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conmitrment to the United Nations Principles Relating to the Status of Nationa
Institutions (the Paris Principles) and a commitnent to the universality and
indivisibility of human rights. The four inaugural nenber conm ssions had
subsequent|ly been joined by the national comm ssions of the Philippines and
Sri Lanka.

6. At its third annual neeting, held at Jakarta, Indonesia, in

Sept enber 1998, the Forum had di scussed the effects of the economc crisis on
the enjoyment of human rights; regional human rights issues; devel opments in
St at es engaged in establishing national human rights institutions and

devel opnents at the international level relating to the strengthening of

nati onal human rights institutions.

7. Anmong ot her things, the nmeeting had requested the United Nations High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts and regi onal Governnents to work towards
promoting the integration of human rights into the policies and programmes of
the international financial institutions. 1t had also welconmed the increasing
| evel of technical cooperation ainmed at strengthening existing nationa
institutions and assisting the establishnment of new ones; agreed to establish
an advisory council of jurists to assist in devel oping regional human rights
jurisprudence; and recognized that it was necessary for Governments to address
nmore effectively the needs of refugees and asyl um seekers.

8. The neeting had heard fromrepresentatives of the CGovernnents of

Bangl adesh, Fiji, Mngolia, Nepal, Papua New Gui nea, the Republic of Korea and
Thai l and that they were establishing national human rights comm ssions; the
Fijian comm ssion had since been established, and the Governnment of Ml aysia
had very recently announced that it intended to establish a comm ssion

9. Ms. KOCK NI ELSEN (Dani sh Centre for Human Ri ghts), having nmentioned that
her organi zation was currently chairing the European Coordi nati on G oup of
Nati onal Human Rights Institutions, said that institutions were well
established in many European countries and had sufficient donestic funding but
that it was a nuch harder task in countries in transition where material and
financial resources were scarce. |In many of those countries, the dialogue on
human rights was still new and they were working hard to strengthen denocracy
and the rule of law. Al were comritted, however, to the Paris Principles.

10. Net wor ks of national human rights institutions had been forned in al
regions, and it was of the utmost inportance that they be strengthened and
supported. It was also inportant that the Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for

Human Ri ghts (OHCHR) shoul d enhance its capacity to act as the natural foca
point for the national institutions. A constraint on many institutions was a
| ack of adequate funding and, while that was primarily the responsibility of
the State itself, international donors should also be aware of the inportant
role the national institutions played in contributing to the devel opnent
process.

11. One of the key advisory functions of her own organization in Denmark was
to scrutinize draft legislation, receiving relevant bills fromthe mnistries
and submitting briefs regarding their conmpatibility with Denmark's human
rights obligations. Generally speaking, the mnistries took serious note of
the advice given. However, where refugees and mgrants were concerned, there
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seemed to be sonme difficulty in adjusting |legislation and practice to

i nternational human rights standards and | egislation had recently been passed
whi ch her organization did not consider to be in conformty with internationa
I aw.

12. M. REZAG BARA (National Oobservatory for Human Rights of Algeria) said
that the Observatory, which had been created seven years previously, had had
some notabl e successes in strengthening Al geria' s national mechanisns for
protecting human rights. At the same tine, Algeria continued to be confronted
with the crimnal terrorismof arnmed groups, which commtted the nost

abom nabl e crinmes, particularly against isolated and deprived civilian
popul ati ons. The Cbservatory denounced them as mgjor violations of human
rights but remained vigilant to ensure that the nmethods used to conbat
terrorismwere developed within the rule of law. In fact, the ordinary |ega
mechani sms and i nstrunments had been strengthened by the establishnent of a
Counci | of State.

13. The best instrunments of partnership were the new forns of cooperation
and solidarity between the North and South which had energed in the areas of
econom ¢ and cultural rights. The Observatory had noted with satisfaction the
br oadeni ng cooperati on and positive exchanges between national institutions
whi ch had been evident during the past year at several international neetings
and sem nars.

14. M. DAYAL (National Human Ri ghts Conm ssion of India) said that, once a
nati onal human rights comm ssion had established its reputation for

i ndependence and integrity, the greatest challenge was how to be worthy of the
trust placed init. |In the five and a half years of its existence, the

Nati onal Human Ri ghts Commi ssion of India had received 120,000 conpl ai nts of
whi ch 40, 000 had been registered in the past 12 nonths al one; by

31 March 1999, all but 20,000 had been considered and dealt with, and the

deci sions of the Conm ssion invariably conplied wth.

15. The npst sensitive of its preoccupations related to i ssues of custodia
vi ol ence, prison and police reform acts of violence against Dalits, or
schedul ed castes and schedul ed tribes, and the protection of the rights of
wonen and of mnorities. The Comm ssion was deeply involved in efforts to
defend the rights of the child and to end child labour: a special project had
been devised to deal with that problemas it occurred in India's

car pet - weavi ng belt.

16. The Commi ssion had paid particular attention to the protection of human
rights in areas of insurgency and terrorism and had been gratified to note
that the Indian security forces were increasingly conplying with its
recomendati ons, furnishing full records of disciplinary proceedi ngs and
courts martial when human rights violations had occurred as a result of acts
by menbers of the armed forces.

17. The Commi ssion was al so deeply involved in efforts to end bonded | abour
in dealing with allegations relating to deaths by starvation, and in inproving
institutions for those suffering fromnental disability. It had undertaken a

maj or advocacy role to ensure better fulfilment of the econom c and socia
rights of the people of India. It had pressed for the rights of the child,
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i ncluding free and conpul sory education up to the age of 14, and was worKki ng
for the strengthening of basic health-care services for all Indians.

18. In recent nonths, the Commi ssion had been deeply shocked and pai ned by
attacks on nenbers of the Christian conmmunity in certain Indian states. Large
nunbers of Indians had expressed their outrage, and the Comm ssion took the

vi ew that such violence threatened the pluralist character of India and
constitutionally guaranteed human rights. It nust, therefore, be firmy and
pronmptly checked and adequate neasures nust be taken by the Central Governnent
and state governnents to prevent the recurrence of such tragic events. The
Commi ssi on had al so enphasi zed that all those responsible nust be brought to
book.

19. M . CASTRO CAYCEDO (Defensoria del Pueblo - Colonbia) said that, while
there was no State policy of human rights violation, in Colonbia, there was
equally no State policy to prevent it and the deteriorating situation there
was due to the State's inability to protect both human rights and the
environnent. Violations of international humanitarian [aw were still being
committed by paramilitary groups, guerrillas and, sonetines, the armed forces
and the civilian popul ation was caught in the mddle. Children under 15 were
recruited by the various groups and human rights defenders were threatened and

even nurdered. In 1998 his office had received 65,686 conplaints so the
situation was obviously still very serious.
20. The Governnent had not adopted the reconmendations of the internationa

human rights bodi es, such as those regarding a national human rights plan
effective nmeasures to prevent displacement, measures to protect human rights
defenders, policies to guarantee econom c, social and cultural rights, and
mechani sms to prosecute and puni sh of fences agai nst international humanitarian
law. H's own office had submtted 114 human rights recomendati ons to the
CGovernnment, but had not even received a reply. He gave a brief account of the
many human rights problenms encountered in the country, in violation of a
nunber of international instrunents.

21. Hi s of fice was i ndependent of Governnent, and, despite the scanty
resources available to it, was doing its best to protect, pronote and
publicize human rights throughout Colonbia. It maintained a dialogue with

guerrillas and sel f-defence organi zations, and was seeking to keep the genera
public apart fromthe armed conflict, to which there could only be a politica
solution. While the Governnent was clearly seeking a political settlement,

t he conprehensiveness and unity of the process and the existence of a peace
strategy were open to doubt. The proliferation of paramlitary and

sel f-defence groups nade the formulation of an integrated State policy

i ncreasingly urgent.

22. M. DICKSON (Northern Ireland Human Ri ghts Comr ssion) said that his
Conmi ssi on, which had conme into being on 1 March 1999, was a product of the
Mul ti-Party or “Good Friday” Agreenent reached in April 1998. It was

conpl etely independent, was required to report annually to Parlianment and was
subj ect to oversight by the United Kingdomis Parliamentary Comm ssioner for
Admi nistration. The Conm ssion was Governnent-funded but the annua
appropriation of £750,000 was equivalent to only about 0.1 per cent of the
anount spent on policing Northern Ireland and an increase woul d be requested.
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Al'l Conmi ssion nenbers were appointed by the Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland on the basis of a conpetitive selection procedure and were
representative of the community in Northern Ireland.

23. The Commi ssion's duties and powers conprised: keeping under reviewthe
adequacy of law and practice relating to the protection of human rights;
advising the Secretary of State and the Northern Ireland Assenbly on neasures
needed to protect human rights and on the conpatibility of bills wi th human
rights; meking proposals for rights supplenentary to those protected in the
Eur opean Convention on Human Rights with a view to the enactment of a bill of
rights for Northern Ireland; pronoting human rights awareness; assisting

i ndi viduals with proceedi ngs involving the protection of human rights and
bringi ng proceedings itself; and conducting such investigations as it deened
necessary. The Conmi ssion woul d decide, in due course, whether it needed
additional investigation powers. It believed that it conplied with the Paris
Principles and was currently preparing a strategic plan.

24, The Commi ssion believed that all emergency laws in Northern Irel and
shoul d be repeal ed and called on the Governnent of the United Kingdomto
withdraw its derogations fromthe Internati onal Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights. It endorsed the recomendati on by the Conm ttee agai nst
Torture that the special detention centres in Northern Ireland should be
closed down. It also agreed with the Special Rapporteur on the independence

of judges and | awers that persons other than nmenbers of the security forces
shoul d i nvestigate cases where there was prima facie evidence of collusion
between the security forces and paranmilitary organizations. The investigation
into the recent nmurder of solicitor Rosemary Nel son should be as independent
of the Royal U ster Constabulary (RUC) as was practicable.

25. The Commi ssion woul d seek better protection for the rights of wonen and
children, especially victins of fam |y violence, greater recognition of the
rights of the disabled, honpbsexuals, ethnic groups, the honel ess, the sick and
the poor. It would urge the Covernnent of the United Kingdomto accept the
right of individual petition under the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the Convention against Torture and Cruel, |nhuman or
Degradi ng Treatnent or Puni shment and the Convention on the Elimnation of
Racial Discrimnation. It was very disappointed that the Governnment had

deci ded agai nst such action in a recent review

26. He gratefully acknow edged the help that the Conm ssion had received to
date from OHCHR

27. Ms. SEKAGGAYA (Ugandan Human Ri ghts Comm ssion) said that instability
in a neighbouring country had led to an inflow of refugees into Uganda and to
cross-border incursions that had resulted in a loss of |ife and property.
Internal problens included urban terrorism the activities of rebel groups,
structural adjustnment problems, H V/AIDS, corruption and restrictions on
political parties. On the positive side, human rights awareness was grow ng
and the Governnment was relatively responsive to criticismby human rights

bodi es. The universal primry education policy had brought mllions of
children into the education system A vibrant civil society exposed State and
i ndi vidual violators of human rights.
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28. Her Comm ssion, a constitutional body with powers simlar to those of a
court, had been established two years previously. It received many conpl aints

of human rights violations which were handl ed either through nediation and
conciliation or through adjudication. The conplaints involved people from al
wal ks of life, including mnisters. The Conmm ssion had held awareness-rai sing
sem nars throughout the country in 1998 to explain its role and di scuss such
matters as children's and wonen's rights, the rights of the disabled, peace
and security, and citizens' civic obligations. Programes to train human
rights teachers were planned. The Conmmi ssion also visited places of detention
and made recommendations on its findings to the authorities.

29. It reviewed bills prior to enactnment to make them “human rights
friendly”. The nedia were used to dissem nate information and the Conmi ssion
published its own human rights magazine. It would shortly open regiona

of fices and hoped that decentralization would enhance its investigative and
conpl ai nt-recei ving nechani sns. However, violations of econom c, social and
cultural rights, which affected the poor as the |largest and nobst vul nerable
section of society, were difficult to remedy. The Comm ssion was financed by
the Governnent but needed additional funds from donors.

30. Uganda's human rights record would inprove rapidly if the internationa
comunity wote off its huge foreign debt, assisted the Governnent with
technology to fight urban terrorism subsidized the drugs used to treat

HI V/ AI DS, hel ped the Government and rebel groups to reach a negoti ated

settl enent, halted sales of weapons to arnmed groups and supported capacity-
bui l di ng for | aw enforcenment agenci es.

31. M. PITYANA (South African Human Ri ghts Comm ssion) said he hoped that,
a mechani sm woul d be found to enhance the participation of nationa
institutions in United Nations forunms in such a way as to acknow edge their
separate status and i ndependence from State del egati ons.

32. The Second Conference of African National Institutions for the Pronotion
and Protection of Human Ri ghts, co-sponsored by the OHCHR, had brought

toget her some 120 representatives of national institutions and Governnments at
Dur ban, South Africa, in July 1998. The Conference had adopted the Durban
Decl arati on, which called for the establishnment of additional nationa
institutions based on the Paris Principles and affirmed that the best
environnent for a human rights culture was a thriving participatory denocracy
wi th an independent judiciary and good governance. It urged the African
States to devel op national action plans and called for a system of mnutua

assi stance and networ ki ng anong human rights institutions to enhance the
visibility of human rights defenders.

33. In Cctober 1998, the African Comm ssion on Human and People's Rights had
given national institutions the status of “affiliate institutions”.

34. The first Organization of African Unity (OAU) M nisterial Conference on
Human Rights had just ended in Mauritius with the adoption of a Declaration
and Pl an of Action which recommended the establishment of independent nationa
institutions with adequate funding. States attending the Conference had
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announced the establishment or the enactment of |egislation for the
establ i shnment of 10 new institutions. He urged the OHCHR to provide themwth
the requisite technical assistance and support.

35. South Africa had adopted a National Action Plan for Human Ri ghts

in 1998. The drafting of the plan had involved sustained reflection on human
rights and the forging of links between the Governnment and civil society. A
Nat i onal Consultative Forum on Human Ri ghts, chaired by the Mnistry of
Justice, would ensure better coordination within the adm nistration on human
rights policy and practice.

36. Hi s Comm ssion planned to establish a national centre for human rights
education and training as a contribution to the United Nati ons Decade for
Human Ri ghts Education. A campaign to enhance the independence of nationa
human rights institutions had received judicial endorsement in a recent
Constitutional Court decision. The South African Parlianment had conm ssi oned
a study on how parliamentary procedures could be adjusted to accommpdate
direct reporting and budgetary arrangements for independent institutions.

37. M. DAHAK (Consultative Council for Human Rights of the Kingdom of
Morocco) said that the Council conprised representatives of politica

organi zations, trade unions, legal and scientific bodies, professiona

associ ations and ot her conmponents of Mroccan society. By virtue of its
objectivity and commitnent to dial ogue and tol erance as well as the systematic

endorsenent of its views and proposals by King Hassan |1, the Council had,
since its establishnment nine years previously, made considerable progress in
pronmoti ng basic freedons and strengtheni ng human rights safeguards. It had

brought about the release of all prisoners of conscience and nobst prisoners
whose crinmes had been committed for ideological notives, even those convicted
of violent acts. The King had al so amestied or conmuted the sentences of al
pri soners facing the death penalty.

38. The Council had held a synposiumin 1998 with the Mdroccan Nationa

Press Association on freedom of the press and professional codes of conduct.
Morocco had hosted the first meeting of national institutions for the
protection and pronotion of human rights in Mediterranean countries, which had
been attended by the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights. |In cooperation with
the National Observatory for Children's Rights, the Council had organized a
synposium on the rights of the child in Mrocco, the first in a series of such
events. In conjunction with the Mnistry for Human Rights, it had held a
synposi um on the rights of mgrants.

39. The Council had studied the lists of mssing persons drawn up by
domestic and foreign organi zati ons and had been able, in nost cases, to
ascertain the circunstances of their disappearances. Sone had died and sone
were still living, in the country or abroad. |International standards
governi ng enforced di sappearances were applicable in some but not all cases.
The Council had proposed the establishnent of a special arbitration body to
award conpensation to the victinms or their relatives.

40. M. GNONDOLI (National Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of Togo) said that his
Commi ssi on had been established in 1987 and restructured in line with the
Paris Principles in 1996. It investigated conplaints and allegations of
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violations of human rights and freedonms. Unannounced visits were made to
pl aces of detention throughout the country. It also organized sem nars,
i nternational neetings, workshops and human rights awareness canpai gns.

41. In Novenber 1998, the Governnment had nade human rights teaching

compul sory in educational establishnments and, in Decenber, the Comm ssion had
organi zed public lectures in schools and teacher training and civil service
col l eges on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. [In cooperation with
the Strasbourg International Institute of Human Ri ghts, the Conmm ssion planned
to hold a subregional human rights training sem nar at Lomé towards the end

of 1999.

42. As part of its policy of catering for such priority groups as children
and worren, the Conmi ssion was involved in the md-term evaluation of the
cooperation programre for child pronotion and protection devel oped by the
United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF) and the Government of Togo. It had
attended the first and second conferences of African human rights institutions
and the third such conference was to be held at Lomé in the year 2000.

43. Al t hough the interdependence of civil and political rights and econom c
social and cultural rights was generally recogni zed, enjoynent of the latter
set of rights |agged far behind, especially in countries where the basic
conditions for econom c and soci ocul tural devel opment were | acking.

44, M. SIDORI (Human Ri ghts and Equal Opportunity Comr ssion of Australia)
said he wel comed the high priority accorded by the H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Rights to the establishnent of national human rights institutions and

acknow edged the inportant role played by the Voluntary Fund for Technica
Cooperation. He commended the Governnents, including the Governnment of
Australia, which had contributed to the Fund.

45, To operate effectively, national institutions nmust conply fully with

i nternational standards. The Paris Principles were particularly inportant as
an internationally endorsed benchmark. They provided credibility, ensured
integrity and provided the type of status that warranted full participation in
the proceedi ngs of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts and of other forums. The
Coordinating Comm ttee of National Institutions had begun to confront the

i ssue of nonitoring conpliance with the Paris Principles by inplenenting an
accreditation process. The accreditation subconmttee was meeting that week
to assess applications fromnational institutions.

46. National institutions that conmplied with the Paris Principles were

i ndependent and non-partisan. They possessed conprehensive | ocal know edge
and coul d provide States with valuable advice on their human rights
commtnents and requirements without seeking to dictate to them Thus in
1998, the Australian Federal Government had proposed sone anendnents to

| egi sl ati on concerning native title in Australia. H's own organization had
expressed the view that they were racially discrimnatory and hence in breach
of the country's treaty obligations. Unfortunately, its opinion had been

i gnored and the anendnents had been passed. Then, in March 1999, the
Austral i an Government had been shocked when the Conmittee on the Elim nation
of Racial Discrimnation had found the anmended Act to be discrimnatory. The
noral was that States ignored the advice of their national human rights



E/ CN. 4/ 1999/ SR. 47
page 10

institutions to their own detriment and at the cost of violating the human
rights of their people. National institutions were well versed in the
requi rements of the international human rights treaties.

47. Ms. FALARDEAU- RAMSAY (Canadi an Human Ri ghts Comm ssion) said that the

hi ghli ght of the celebrations of the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa

Decl arati on i n Canada had been the adoption of the Ednonton Decl aration
calling on all States to sign or ratify the international human rights

i nstruments, to inplement themand to introduce human rights | egislation
Constant vigilance was required to protect existing rights and to pronote
those of women, nenbers of racial or religious mnorities, aboriginal peoples,
handi capped people, the victinms of war and the poor everywhere.

48. That was why national independent human rights nmechani sms were needed in
every country. She urged the del egati ons of countries which already had such
institutions to ensure that they had the powers and resources to pronote
internationally recognized human rights. They could not do so on their own -
active non-governmental organizations (NGOs), a free press and a functioning
judiciary, as well as the comm tnent of the various menmbers of civil society,
were prerequisites for a human rights culture - but they had a uni que
contribution to make: they had the power to undertake an independent review
of governnment action and to propose solutions. That was naturally difficult
for Governnents to accept, but their willingness to do so was an indication of
their commitnent to international human rights standards. To be effective,
national institutions should adhere to the Paris Principles, which should al so
be borne in mnd by any country wi shing to establish a human rights

i nstitution.

49. M. BETTATI (Consultative Comm ssion of Human Rights of France) said
that his Commi ssion, an independent body with representatives drawn from every
sector of French society, had the power to take up cases on its own
initiative, which it exercised extensively. Established in 1947, its first
task had been to prepare draft articles for the Universal Declaration of Human
Ri ghts.

50. At the fiftieth anniversary celebrations of the Declaration in Paris
nati onal human rights institutions had unani nously adopted a mani festo on the
universality and indivisibility of human rights respect for which was -
everywhere and in all circunmstances - incunbent both on those in authority and
on individuals. The manifesto enphasi zed the suprene inportance of human
rights NGOs and expressed support for human rights defenders. The nationa
institutions in question had solemly committed thenselves to work for human
rights and to exert pressure on the Governnents to sign, ratify and inplenent
the international instrunents.

51. More and nore countries were establishing national human rights
institutions and that was very encouragi ng. However, it was necessary to

i nprove their status in the Comm ssion so that, by the year 2000, they would
be able to play their full part in every aspect of its work.

52. Ms. ROCCATTI (National Comm ssion for Human Rights of Mexico) said that,
in accordance with the law, the Conm ssion and its 32 branch offices
publicized human rights violations by State agents and authorities and
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foll owed up on the recommendati ons they made until they were inplenented in
full. That was a clear denmponstration of the Comm ssion's battle agai nst
impunity and of the authorities' commtnment to the rule of law. The

Conmi ssion's reconmendati ons, backed up by hard evidence, appeared in

two publications which were distributed worl dw de.

53. Since 1991 the Comm ssion had participated in the various internationa
wor kshops of national institutions and, in Novenmber 1997, had pl ayed host to
the fourth such workshop in Mérida, where it had been agreed that OHCHR shoul d
be asked to ensure that the national institutions were granted a status
enabling themto participate in the human rights forunms of the United Nations
system independently of Governnent del egations. The result would be greater
cooperati on and conmuni cati on between the institutions, enabling themto adopt
comon criteria and positions, particularly through the Coordinating

Committee of National Institutions. Her own organization had been an active
participant in the work of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts since 1993.

54. M. NFOR GAEI (National Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts and Freedons of
Canmeroon) said that nuch had been done to strengthen his Comm ssion, which the
Government was reorgani zing to include representatives of sectors of society
not hitherto represented. Three senior |evel enployees had been added to the
existing staff, with the assistance of the Canadi an Governnent, which had al so
provi ded conputers, and the possibility of establishing branches in various
towns was being explored. The fiftieth anniversary of the Universa

Decl arati on of Human Ri ghts had provided an opportunity to raise public

awar eness in Cameroon and the Comm ssion had played an inportant role in the
coordinating commttee set up by the President to plan cel ebrations at both
the national and provincial level. Semnars, workshops and a variety of nedia
spots had been organi zed. Children had attended parlianment and had questi oned
the Prime Mnister and nmenbers of parlianent about human rights.

55. He hinsel f, as Chairman of the National Conmm ssion, served on the ad hoc
committee for the fight against corruption and voiced the Comm ssion's
concerns regarding the human rights issues involved. He had al so been

appoi nted Chairman of the Sectorial Commttee dealing with the participation
of citizens in the managenent of public affairs, as part of a nationa
progranme on good gover nance.

56. The Commi ssion continued to investigate conplaints of alleged human
rights violations and pai d unschedul ed i nspection visits to police detention
cells, prisons and hospitals. 1In 1998, it had received a total of

1,340 compl aints, the highest nunber to date. It had worked successfully with
| aw- enf orcenent officers to secure the release of a number of victinms of
arbitrary arrest, detention and torture. It had al so managed to persuade the
conpetent authorities to provide nedical care for sonme prisoners. In

Decenmber 1998, it had organi zed a workshop on inproving conditions of arrest
and detention, with financial assistance fromthe French M ssion for
Cooperation and Cul tural Action.

57. Interethnic conflicts stemm ng fromland di sputes constituted a grow ng
area of human rights investigation. The Conm ssion was al so dealing with an
i ncreasi ng nunber of refugees in the country. It worked closely with nationa
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NGOs and with international agencies. Its main problemwas the |ack of
adequate human, financial and material resources. Any assistance received
woul d do much to foster its work.

58. Lastly, he nmade an urgent appeal for international assistance to
mtigate the effects of a volcanic eruption that was currently taking place in
Camer oon.

59. M . PENATE POLANCO (Procuraduria para | a Defensa de | os Derechos
Humanos, El Sal vador) said that his organization undertook educational and
pronmotional activities but also drew attention to human rights violations.
There the sitution had inproved: enforced di sappearances no | onger occurred;

sunmmary executions and arbitrary political killings still took place but only
in isolated instances and not on the massive and systematic scale of the past.
When they did occur, however the perpetrators still went unpunished and that

was a matter of concern. Human rights protection and nonitoring had been
strengt hened and the public was meking increasing use of the mechanisns for
the protection of their rights. The trend nust be encouraged to stiffen
resi stance to those sectors of society which sought to maintain an arbitrary
and discrimnatory use of the | aw

60. Despite the advances nade, the situation with regard to econom c, socia
and cultural rights was unsatisfactory. A single departnment of his

organi zati on had received over 500 conplaints of alleged violations in 1998.
Al rights were inportant: poverty, ignorance and disability were fornms of

vi ol ence as cruel as preneditated nmurder. Hi s organization therefore ainmed to
pronmote a di al ogue between the different social sectors and urged the
Government to adopt neasures to pronote devel opnent al ongsi de human rights.

61. An educational programre had been | aunched, dealing with every aspect of
human rights, in an endeavour to elimnate arnmed conflict and socia

antagonism Trai ning courses had been held for those in public positions and
medi a campai gns | aunched over the past six years. Human rights education had

been introduced into the curriculumat all levels, follow ng a cooperation and
coordi nati on agreenent between his organization and the Mnistries of
Educati on and Justice. In that connection, he was grateful for the financia

assi stance provided by a nunmber of Governnents and United Nations agencies.

62. Ms. NAVARRETE- RECI NA (Phil i ppi nes Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts) said that
with the creation of her Commission in 1987, human rights education in the

Phi |'i ppi nes had becone nultisectoral and nultidinmensional. Beginning with a
programme for the police and the mlitary, the Education and Training Ofice
had undertaken a broader-based initiative of devel opi ng programmes for
acadeni cs, special interest groups, professionals and even insurgents. In
1994, it had defined its plan of action for the United Nations Decade for
Human Ri ghts Education, with the aimof ensuring that all Filipinos were aware
of their basic civil, political, econom c, social, cultural and environmenta
rights and familiar with the systemof redress. To that end, programres had
been developed to train the trainers, introduce human rights into the
curriculum at every |evel, devel op mass educati on systens and information
materials, nmonitor the inplenentation of progranmes and organi ze

mul tidi sciplinary di scussions of human rights issues. Nationw de consultation
exerci ses had been conducted on human rights education
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63. Her Commi ssion al so endeavoured to strengthen its relationship with
groups both within and outside the Governnent, as well as with other nationa
institutions in the Asia-Pacific region. In Septenber 1999, the Conm ssion
was to host the fourth annual neeting of the Asia-Pacific Forum of Nationa
Human Rights Institutions which would address such issues as conplaints

i nvestigation, the collection and di ssem nation of human rights jurisprudence,
Websites and vi deo exchange to support the national institutions, the sexua
exploitation of children and discrimnation agai nst wonen.

64. M. DRISS (H gh Comm ssion for Human Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedons in
Tuni sia) said that national institutions needed greater support from
Governnments and NGOs if they were to strengthen their efforts to inplenent the
i nternational human rights instrunments.

65. In March 1999, Tunisia had observed the forty-third anniversary of its
i ndependence by enacting | egislation to reduce the maxi mumtine of

adm ni strative detention from 10 days to 3 and to require that famly nenbers
must be infornmed of the detainee's legal rights. The Crimnal Code had been
anended to reflect the country's ratification w thout reservation of the
Convention agai nst Torture and Ot her Cruel, |nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or
Puni shment, and ot her nmeasures were contenpl at ed.

66. In recognition of the indivisibility of civil, political, economc
social and cultural rights, a programme of | oans for projects inplenented by
young peopl e had been established. The Comm ssion was doing its part by

i ssuing reports and had organi zed a synposium on the situation of human rights
in the world and in Tunisia to cormenorate the fiftieth anniversary of the

Uni versal Decl aration.

67. Ms. JEFFERIES (Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion of New Zeal and) wel coned the
“bui | di ng- bl ocks” approach to the devel opnent of human rights in the Asia and
Pacific region and said that her Conm ssion was comritted to assisting the
New Zeal and Governnment to achieve the stated goals in New Zeal and itself

t hroughout the region. During 1998, the Conm ssion had reported to the
Government on inconsistenci es between national |egislation and policies and
various international human rights instrunments, work that would provide an
excel l ent basis for the devel opnment of a national human rights plan of action

68. Wil e human rights education was not yet part of the New Zeal and schoo
curriculum educational materials and training in the area of human rights had
been devel oped during the past year with a view to introducing human rights
education into the school in 1999.

69. Her Comm ssion was an active menber of the Coordinating Commttee of
National Institutions, whose work reflected the maturing of nationa
institutions. She wel conmed the establishment of human rights comm ssions in
Fiji and Northern Ireland and their inpending establishnent in Mngolia, the
Republ i ¢ of Korea, Nepal, Bangl adesh and Thail and.

70. One of the building blocks for devel opi ng human rights in the regi on was
i nproved delivery of economc, social and cultural rights. The Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Declaration on the
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Ri ght to Devel opnment constituted the best statenments of adequate |iving
standards, and it should be recalled that there were needy and vul nerabl e
pockets of popul ation even in the nost devel oped States.

71. M. NWXEDI (National Human Ri ghts Commi ssion of Nigeria) said that his
Commi ssi on was enpowered to nonitor and investigate alleged violations of
human rights and nake appropriate reconmendations to the Governnent as well as
to assist the victinms of violations and seek appropriate renmedies on their
behal f. When conplaints were rul ed i nadm ssible on procedural grounds, the
Commi ssion i nformed conpl ai nants of the steps required for their resubm ssion

72. One main area of the commission's work had been the inspection of
prisons throughout the country. An interimreport and nmenorandum had been
submtted to the Head of State calling for the deplorable conditions in
prisons to be corrected. The Covernnent had responded swiftly by establishing
conmittees on prison reform and decongestion and by allocating significant
resources for prison rehabilitation

73. Pronoti on of awareness of human rights val ues was undertaken in
conjunction with |ocal NGOs and international human rights bodies. His

Commi ssi on had organi zed several sem nars on the administration of crimna
justice which had been attended by representatives of all agencies in the
crimnal justice system academ cs and NGOs. The recent tour of prisons had
also led to the organization, with the collaboration of the Internationa
Conmittee of the Red Cross (I CRC), of a workshop on human rights and the
prison systemin Nigeria. A wide range of other activities had al so been
devel oped to make specific groups aware of human rights and their
responsibilities in that area under |ocal and international |egal instrunents.

74. M. DARUSMAN (I ndonesi an National Human Ri ghts Comm ssion) said that the
dynam c interplay between the student-led human rights and denocracy novement
and international econom c forces had brought about liberating politica
changes in Indonesia in 1998, when decades of authoritarian rule had given way
to a transitional period that was expected to culmnate in the holding of free
and fair general elections in June 1999. |Indonesia's current task was thus to
institutionalize the denocracy it had regai ned.

75. Steps in that direction included ratification of the Convention agai nst
Torture and Gt her Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatment or Punishnment and the
forthcomng ratification of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of
Raci al Di scrimnation. The People's Consultative Assenbly had i ssued a human
rights charter and devel oped a five-year national human rights action plan
and a new National Human Ri ghts Commission bill was before parliament. Wile
the achi evenments of the past year far exceeded those of the previous 30, nuch
still rermained to be done.

76. A peace agreenent had been reached on that very day between the parties
to the conflict in East Tinor under the auspices of the National Human Ri ghts
Commi ssion, and a comm ssion for peace and stability was to be forned to
i npl enent that agreenment. An expanded i ndependent comr ssion for human right
and peace would al so be established in the territory to facilitate disarnmanent
and reconciliation and consider the future political status of the area.
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77. Regi onal human rights mechanisns in the Asia-Pacific region continued to
operate successfully, and the establishment of national human rights
institutions in Malaysia and Thailand, and the plans to do so in other
countries of the region were wel cone.

78. M. SOMOL (Observer for the Czech Republic) said that, in August 1998,
his Government had issued a policy statenent that had included a commtment to
devel oping a mechanismto nmonitor the situation of human rights in the country
and, in Septenmber 1998, the post of Government Representative for Human Ri ghts
had been created. To commenorate the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa
Decl aration, his Governnment had adopted neasures to support efforts to

i npl enment i nternational human rights instrunments, respect the standards of
customary international law in the field of human rights and guarantee the
human rights of Czech citizens and ot her persons under the jurisdiction of the
Czech Republic.

79. VWhile his country had acceded to the nost inmportant international human
rights instrunents, it had not consistently nonitored their inplenentation
and the public had not been given much say in the nonitoring process. As a
result, country reports to human rights treaty bodi es had often been one-sided
and sought to cover up the Governnment's failings. To renedy that situation

t he Government had, in January 1999, established the Human Ri ghts Council, an
advi sory body chaired by the Governnment Representative for Human Ri ghts and
made up of an equal nunber of governnent and non-governnental representatives.
The Council's primary mssion was to nonitor the situation of human rights in
the country and to transmt to the Governnent comrents and proposals ainmed at
i mproving that situation. NGO participation in the work of the Council would
ensure that the voices of disadvantaged, marginalized and at-ri sk groups were
heard.

80. While discrimnation in any form was banned by the Constitution and
international treaties to which the Czech Republic was a party, the Governnent
was aware that discrimnation still occurred in a nunber of areas and
particularly in the | abour market. Accordingly, in Decenmber 1998, the
Government had ordered all its menbers and the senior officers of governnent
agencies to focus on elimnating discrimnation fromtheir areas of
conpetence, with special regard to the country's conm tnents under the

Eur opean Convention for the Protection of Human Ri ghts and Fundanenta
Freedoms and the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms of
Raci al Di scrimnation

81. M. LIYANAGE (Asian Legal Resource Centre) said it was inportant that
national institutions should live up to civil society's expectations. The
i nternational comunity nust therefore help them devel op so that they could
win the public's confidence and pronote and protect human rights |ocally,
rat her than enhance the image of Governnments abroad.

82. One problemin devel opi ng those institutions was the general inability
to apply international jurisprudence to local situations. |In some countries,
obsol ete I egal cultures prevail ed which accommopdated torture and ot her human
rights violations as necessary components of the crimnal investigation

system To address that situation, national institutions needed to confront
those cultures and introduce international human rights [aw. The | eaders of
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national institutions nmust be educated in that |law and be deeply conmitted to
promoting it, for a high level of conmmtment could yield results even when
institutions had linmted mandates or faced other |egal inpedinents.

83. Even wi th adequate nmandates and resources, several national institutions
in Asia had not perfornmed very well, perhaps as a result of ingrained thinking
patterns, limtations inposed by the donmestic | egal system and the |evel of

conpetence of their officers. He therefore recomended that national human
rights |egislation should reflect the need for adequate consultation wi th NGOs
and for adequate financial resources. The international community nust
encourage countries to select persons with appropriate skills who were
committed to pronoting international human rights |aw and practices and the
staff nust be provided with in-depth training in those matters. Lastly, the

i nternational community nust review the practices of the national institutions
and take appropriate steps to inprove them

84. M. MAGO (Asian Cultural Forum on Devel oprnent) said that few nationa
institutions net the standards set by the Paris Principles. 1In India, the
Nat i onal Human Ri ghts Comm ssion was unable to investigate abuses commtted by
the arned forces, and the Covernnent had failed to take action on situations
the Comm ssion had brought to its attention. |In Nepal, the Parlianent had
adopted a bill to establish a national human rights comr ssion but no nenbers
had been appointed. The Covernnent of Bangl adesh had chosen not to create a
human rights conm ssion, preferring to appoint an onbudsman wi th an
unspeci fi ed mandate. The work of the Asia-Pacific Forum of National Human
Rights Institutions, and particularly the establishnent of an Advi sory Counci
of Jurists, was thus wel cone.

85. The annual workshops on regional arrangenents for the promption and
protection of human rights in the Asian and Pacific regi on had produced few
results over the years, and the new "buil di ng-bl ocks” approach was therefore
wel cone. It was to be hoped, however, that the forthcom ng neeting on

nati onal action plans would allow for the full participation of NGOs.

The neeting rose at 6 p. m




