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.li.G~~.'TDA I'l'.ili 69 : DEV::::LOPf ;:,J'!T A.iD Il!'!:'E~- ~ATIOi!.iJ. L ~CO~'O'rrc CO- OPITRATIO'' 
(f./36/3/Add . 2, Add.4 ., .11_6.cl.l3, P.<"d. l4 ant fcdd.29 , .·"'/36/15, A/ 36/37 .. A/ 3Gf3o , 
A/36/ 45, M 3G/ 47, P/36 / llG and Corr . l, /1./ 36 /2~ 0, 333 , 35G, 380 , 1~1~ ::.tnd .'\dc'l.. l ., 
~ 21, 47L 483, 497, 52f\ , 536, 5J3, 566 , 573, 576 , 577 , 58'-!. s.n<~ 605, A/Ci'~ . ll/12 
A/ COii::.' .l00/11 ; A/COl 1F . lOh/22~ !'JC . 2/36 /T".2 end 1.3) ( contil.'luPd) 

l. _;:ir. Al:.lDALLAI: (Libyar:. Arab Jemahiriya) , introc~ucinp. dr a ft r cso1u.tion 
'\/C .2/3G/'L: i2 ,- subu1ittcd um~er aljcn(1 e. i ter·l 69 ( j ), s r:i; that rel"lna.nts of \•ra r , 
especially ;.,ines, h:i.ndcr e0. his count r ·' 1 s developruent p -rocess. Tens of thousanc'!.s 
of squar e r.1 ile':> of hi s cotmtrv verc: still nrined, al thou··h t he Secon<'l ttor1d ~·•ar 
had encle ... ~ three decade~ ee.rlier . ' 'inefi el C.s ,.rere a pheno•·-~enon of terror and 
r e!·tincers of t;le dest ruction caus<"c'l. by t~lC: Cecon-:1. ''orlc~. Vur. Tho1.1s a n<1s of 
i nnocent peopl e rrere still ·l)ein[~ ki l led or mt·t i J.l'!.ted 1w the r.1incs 1-rh~. ch hF•rl been 
plant~a. b:~r the imperi alist forces of occw;at ion . li'urthe r f.1ore, ;nuch al~able 1 ftncl 
·..ras not beinc; developed b ecause of mines . T~1e countriP.s , .. •hic'l1 he.<'l. nlantecl tl1e 
::U.nes had d<:l.t.a &.nO.. ch~;>.rt.s in their a rchives but? despi te his countr y is rer>e~te<1 
r equests : they he,(._ still not provided t he;n. Co11sequently, thE:y bo r e the> 
r esponsibility fo r tl1e continuin."" dar·' ar;e to his country and its people . 

2 . The druf t resolution ' 'as in li·,,e ui t h rreneral .ll.sS eJ"~bly !'esol ution 35/71 <lOCI 

stressed ~ intcE._ ali~, t:,at tl1e count ries ,,,hicl1 had ir~~lanted remnants of' uar should 
bear the cost of re; ,ovin"' t her-1 Hn <.'. tl~at t l1e 3te.tes effectecl. he.r:. the rip.ht t o 
coro<:?~nsation fo r th<? ir l osses . In v ie1·r of the lil"i ted r es:.onse f:ro :·• .:1er.·ber Stat e s 
r e ceived. so far by the Sec1~ete.ry Generrtl , t 111? draft resolution a )):'}ealeCl. to all 
States to co-oper a te ui t l'l hi:··. in o r CI.er t hat he co1'lc~ rnalce sped. fie !'e ca:n""'1 en c1.ations 
in his next r eport on the matter . :1ada;:;ascar, the ;)yrien .. t\:rab Re·)ubl ic> 
Dei·!ocratic Ye"'!en ;-_nd Ethio;_--. iP. he.f~ Jeccne s ':onsors of t he draft r esolution. 

3 . l-·r . !~TT-'\F (A!e;er~.:1. ) ) ~ntroaucin,s ctran r::-::;o l ut i on .:\ / C. 2 /.3G/L. l3 uu i.!tt:: 
Internat 'io nnlYear of Shelter for the ~Ior1eless , submi t .ted unde r ar:enda iter·' 69 ( Jd.) 
so,i d that i t r efl e ctef. thr ee conc erns. the need to reco~nize t}le ;~rave <:>nt~ 

"or~enin{·· si tL!at i on of t he homel ess. i n the cleveloryi r."" countries , the nee<'l. to 
solve t~1e probl~r-! and t .:ereby to contribute to na.ti onc.l develo•x,~.ent · an<l the 
need to nobilize co .. or dintttC"d anc1 concerted c.ction at all · l evels be cause of the 
ccmpl exity :tncl. ;·1arni tude of t!le p r oble111 . The Grou-p of 77 1·T?..s submittinr; the 
draft resolntion in nursuance of Econo:roi c and Social Council <l.ecisions cmd 
r esolutio;1s on t'1e l7!atter ~ am~ v::o.s cn.,vi nced t h:.::t the holdin,. of the year coul d 
Eobi1:i.ze publ ic OiJi nion en( r.:oochlill anci yielc''. s i c;ni f i cant r e s ults . 

4. Drs.f t 1·eso1ut:i.on .."J C. 2 /3G/L .ll~ cl.ealt u ith food probler.s A.P.d th~ r euo:rt o.;:' 
tl':.C' :·zo r ld Foor1 Council a n(l. vras subr.oitted. under ac;enda i tem 69 ( r, ). The orcle!' o f 
the ni nth P.n d t:::nth pre?.nbula:c :oaraerap!!s shou1rl be re ve:rseil. . I t vs.s i n line l.ri th 
l•''3.ny si;.;:i.l aT r eso1v.t :i.oY!s s::>onsorerl by the Group of 77 ~n<'t incor porfl.ted a ll t hP 
der.1anc~s of the c1evelo::;>in['; countries 1·.'i th r es:oect to food proble!".S. It dre1! 
attent ion to toe lack o f p ro"::ress to:~ard.s the Bolution of ac;riculture,l t rade 
problel'lS, ~~nc1udinf': trade bc-.~riers , ,.r11i C}1 seriousl y affe cted t~1e exPorts o f 
develo:ping countries des9i te the decisi ons of t he ~ 1orlc1 Food Cotmcil anC.. the 
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General Asser,•bly . It called upon <'l.eveloped e.nd other donor countries t o a chi eve 
without delay the minilill.llil tarcets of the 1980 Food Aid Conventi op and of t he 
I nternational E :1er13ency Food Deserve, reaff i rmed t he need for urgent cons i deration 
of a r evision of the t a r e;et of the 1980 Food Aid Convent i on , anr'. ure;ed developec'i. 
and other donor countrie s and internationa l institut ion s to increa se external 
assistance to the food sector . 

5. Draft resolut i on A/C . 2/36/1.15 on t he I nternatioM.l Code of Conduct on t he 
Transfer of Technology ivas submitted under ac;enda iter• 69 ( c ) . It had been 
f ormulated because of the concern of the develo~in~ count ries at the i nabi lity 
of the United l:~ations Conference on an International Code of Conduct on the 
Tra.nsfer of Technology to conclude its "'ork and the fact that several i ssues 
re111ained outstanding . It invited t he Genera.l Asse"lbl y to t ake note of t he pr or:ress 
t hat had been nade at that Conference and to recogni ze the i mpor tance of the 
unresolved issues . In order t o resolve them, the General Assembly •·re.s invited to 
est abli sh an interim coJlllni ttee t o make proposals to ensure the final adoption of 
a code a t the Conference's fi fth session . The Group of 77 hoped that the Co~~ittee 
vrould be open for the participation of all member StA.tes of the Conference ancl. 
t hat it s rules of procedure 1-roul d be those of the Conference. 

6. Draft r e solut ion A/C .2/36/L.l6 on t echnical co~ooeration runon[ developin~ 
countri es was. submitted under ar.end.a iten1 69 (h). It .. referred to the s econd 
session of the High-level Conunittee on the Review of Technical Co-operation anonc 
DevelopinG Countries , invited the Gener al Assembly t o ta!~e note of the r eport of 
that ses sion and to urge all Governments to take i rmT\ediate steps t o i mplement the 
agreements reached by it, and reque sted t he Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Proc;ramme to convene the next session of the Cor.,n,itt ee in 1983 . 

7. Hr. IGLESI AS (Secretary-General of the United Nat i ons Conference on HeH and 
Renevrable Sources of Ener13Y ) said that the Confe r ence had b een a histori c event 
in the life of the United Nations and of the international community, not only 
because of t he i mportance of the topic but also because of the spirit of 
co-operation shown by Governments , which had inspired t he pr epar ations for it 
t hroughout t he enti re United Nations system. He ho9ed tha.t t hat spi:dt vroulcl. 
cont inue t o prevail durine.: the i mplementat ion of t he Nairobi Pl an of Action . 

8 . From the very beginning , t he Conference had approached the energy trans ition 
by analysing the role that new and rene1-rable sources of energy could 9lay in it 
in order t o broaden t he worl d ' s energy base, r educe excessive dependence on 
hydrocarbons and s upport t he developine count ries in t heir efforts to incr eas e 
and divers ify their enerr-,v sources. The Conference h~:~.d also been part of the 
inte rnational movement to establi s h a ne'~<r international economic or d.er, and he 
welcomed t he fact that t he Heat'l.s of State meet inp. at Cancun hac~. endorsed its 
results. 

9 . Si nce 1978 , when the General Assenbly haCI. approved t he idea of holc.i np- a 
Conference, technical preparations he.r1. been carried out vi e:orously. Hundr eds of 
qualifi ed technol ogical experts had been invited to write re'l)orts, ancl. a ~roup 
had 1wr ked t o synt hesize and give cohesion to the voluminous material received . 
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Regional cornMissions hac"l play ed an active role i n t he preparations a.n0. a l l of 
t ile departJ"".ents and specialized agenci eB of the United IfA.t ioTls syste;·.l had made 
useful contributions by orf.anizine; seJTlina:rs and Meetinr;s on subjects closely 
re lated to the Conferen ce . 1\.s a result , the internatio na.l coJlll1lunity had ga ined 
a better scientific unc'l.erstanding of the pr oblem, and the Nairobi discus si ons had 
con!'l.ucted r e alistic and constructive analyses on '"hich action cou1d be based. 

10. Three messae;es had emerged from t he Ho.irobi Conference . The pres ence o f five 
Heads of State a nd attendance by 125 GoverllJTlents ) sof"l e r epresented at t he 
JtU nist er ial level, had shoun that there Has interest at a high political l evel 
i n the sub j ect o f ener~:,y . The preparatory work heel facilitated the fina lization 
ancl. adoption of t he Jl!airobi Programme of Action , and the seminP.rs invol vin,-; 
collaboration betHeen various United nations aeencies, t he exposition t o ,.rhich 
over 20 countries and or ganizations had contributed and the cons t ructive 
participation of non- eovernmental organi zations ha cl. been concr et e achievements . 
Finally, the Conference and the Nairobi phi losophy ha0 JTlobilized the entire 
interna.tiono.l conmunity to partic i p at e i n tlie efforts to accomplish the e ne r gy 
transition . 

11. The Programme of .'l.ction had been thoroughl y cl.i scussed at t he Conference~ it 
\vfl-S coherent and fUrnished clear inc1 ications as t o hou it should be i rnpleJTlented. 
'l'here ha d been a universal consensus on many of its princif>les , for exampl e, 
t he i mportance of the ener gy transition ~d of the f act that it shoul d be achieved 
throuph a collective e ffort by a ll States . The Confer e nce had maintained a 
reali sti c appr oach, stressinc: t he fact th.-...t neu ann. r eneHabl e sources shoulcl. play 
an i mportant role in the future, but that no liHits should be J?laced on t he 
development of conventional sources or on conservation T'1.ea s ures . It hacl. been 
ae reed t hat ,.rhat needed to be .done '·TOuld not be easy. As the technical experts 
had admitted , i t 1o1as difficult to dec idP whic.h HPrP t.hP hP~t: h=•l"h nn l ne;~" ~l 

solutions . A hir;h-level consensus he,d also been r eached on the fac t tha.t stress 
should ue placed on rural problems, the fuehrood and charcoa l cr ises and urban­
i ndus tria l ener[".Y . Technical activities should be conc entrated i n several areas, 
incl udi nG enere.,y assessment and plannin..,. , research, devel opment and de:r.tonstr at i on , 
t r ansfer , adaptation and application of ~ature technolo~ies, information flows 
and education and training . It had been agreed t hat the international community 
must i mmedi ately begin co-operatin~ with the developi nr. countries especially i n 
enhe.ncing their energy capacities, i n fras tructures, dec i sion-·makinrr abilities and 
understanding of the problems, if the Nairobi messl'l,(.l:e >ras to be t ranslated i nto 
reality . 

12 . The Programme of Action had also r e flected a consensus on the fact t hat the 
developing co1..mtries themselves should be responsible for effor ts to achieve the 
energy transition . nati onal action was fundamental and internati onal co-operation 
should be concent r ated on i t . The pr eparations for t he Conference had been very 
useful in tha t r egard in mobilizin~ donest i c efforts . 

13. Since the implementation of the PrograJlli!'Ie of Action r equi r ed the 
par ticipation of various sectors of the Uni ted Nations syste!l'., South--South 
co--operation and the involvement of the privat e sector, t he Programme of Action 
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est ablisheu machine ry f or polit.icaJ. an(1 secretarial co-0r<hn~=ttion and l'!l'J.c:e a 
specific appeal for financi a l s upport. It did not pro~sc establishin •" ::v1y ne~· 
funds or institutions • but 'vi thout adequate financial resources it t.roul d not 
yield t he desired resvlts. 

14. As to how the message of the Conference could be translated i nto propr ammes 
and projects to support national and regi onal action, the immedi a t e appro?. ch 
s hould be based on t hree apille.rsu: the constitution of a political bcd,v to 
implement the Pro~rawJne, concerted act ion on t he part of all participnnts mentioned. 
in the Progr amme and concentrat i on on prior ity areas . 

15 . :Ho consensus had been reached on the political body to be r esponsible for 
impl ementinr: the Prop:razmne , but it had been ae;reed that an Intercovernmental 
Commi ttee would meet in 1982 to bPc;in to carry out th~t tasJL Its first meetin": 
was of crucial importance and four m:.ttters should be taken up t hen · the 
recommendation of political guic~elines for the va.rious bodi es of the United !'rations 
system, t he formulation of general action plans, the mobilization of r esources anr1 
r ecommendations to financial organizations. 

16. I n order to fUrther the discussions of the political bo~y a second pillar 
,.,as necessary: the various participants in the United nations system must be 
mobilized. Accordingly , departments, institutions antl. a~encies would r ev i e,·r their 
current and future plans in the l i ght of the r esults of the Conference and tell 
the Intergovernmental Committee what the system's institutional answer tc. thP 
Nairobi challenr:e should be . At the same tir<te i t was necessary t o determine what 
national, regional and global initiatives Governr.,ent s might take in the ne~;:t f ew 
months so as to provide a picture of the suppl,y of institutionRl capacity, on the 
one hand ? and of the demand of Government s and regions, on the other. That 'wuld 
give the Intercover nmental Committee an over-all context i n which to place the 
i mmediate action r equired of the United Nat ions systen . 

17. The third pillar consisted of choosin~· the key aspects on which to star t the 
action . That seemed the most practical way of tacklinrr i !'lplementat ion of the 
Pr ocramme. Addi tion~l details could be found in the r eport of t he Conference. 

18 . The question of financine was difficult since it involved nationfll and 
international problems . At the same time it had been recognized t hat, •·thile the 
question of enerey wa s i Fiportarrt to all 9 it "'as vital to t he developing countries 
s ince the only way for t hem to increase their economic development vra s to broaden 
t heir energy base, a process which required knmvledge of appropriate technology 
and substantial invest111ent r esources. Sufficient resources must be r;obilized 
to enable the developine countries to tri ple t heir energy supplie s by the en~ of 
t he century. That would r equire inte r national ns .wE>ll as national efforts, for 
the developinc countries would othervise have t o divert r e sources fror,, other 
e ssenti al sectors such as food production and social development . 

19. Ho,·rever, financinG was not the only probler'! . From his consultations Hi th such 
institutions as t he Horld Bank and mmP he had seen t hat substantial efforts vrere 
beine made to increase the financin ~ · available for energy pr ojects. '.~c-re Has 
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also the problem o f t he supply of projects and t he identification of propr a.JllJrte s 
due t o t he lacl;:. of knm>Tledge of appropria t e technoloe;r, t he lack of econor:1.i c 
surveys , institutional problems and p r obl ems relating to the adaptation of 
t e chnology. Accordin~ly, particular attention should also be given t o the 
financin~ of the infras tructure since t he absenc e of infrastructure was a very 
serious constr aint. 

20. Many participants in the Nairobi Conference had e~ressed a 'rillinp:ness to 
pr ovide addi t i onru. funds fo r in-:estment and. pr e - investment activities. Accordingly, 
the political body vould have to r e concile t he supply of institutiona l capacity 
with the demand in t he light of available r esources. Hays \Tere s ue;gested in the 
Proe r umme f or stren~theninc, t he r esources of t he i nternational organizations . One 
pos s ibility mentioned was the est ablishment of financin~ consortia . 

21. The cons ens us achieved at Nairobi was a tribute to t he manne r in which the 
pr eparations f'or the Conference had been carried out ~m el. t he United Nations systeJ:L" 
bad lived up to t he spiri t of General Ass e!'l.uly resolut i on 33/148. The Confer ence 
had neit her over- emphasized nor •mcler-ePwhasized the problem o f energy but ha.d 
tackled it reali s tically, seeldnp; to relate enercr to economic development. 

22. Repl yinp; t o a question from Nr . TANIGUCHI (J::tpan) , th~ CHAIRMAN said that 
the text of t he introductory statement by the Secretary- General of the United 
Nati ons Conference on New and Renewable Sources of l~nergy would be circulated to 
Colllll'ittee member s in the near future . 

23 . r-1r. MORSE (Administrator, United Nations Development Prof-1;ramrne) , introducinc 
t he r eport of the High- Level Committee on the Review of Technical Co- operation amonc 
Developing Countries (A/36/39), said that, in t~cin~ note of t he e f forts of the 
United Nat ions system to promote technical co- oper ation ~mon~ nPvP1 "!';n~ '::'0'lnt!"i~~ 
(TCDC) , the Hish- Level Con·.mittee had ex pr essed concern over uhat it considered 
t he slow progres s being made in the practical utili zation and expansion of that 
impor tant dimension o f development . Since it vras ultimat ely t he r esponsibility of 
developing countries t o see to the implementation of TCDC activities, with the 
active s upport of the Uni ted Nations syst em , the Committee h!:!.d. again invited t hose 
countries to continue their efforts to promote t e chnical co- operation amonp; 
themselves and, at the same time, had r eiterated its invitation to developed 
countries to consider increas inr. their support f or that co- oper ation . It had also 
r equested governi ng bodies of organizations of the Uni ted Nations system t o 
support developing count r ies in th'eir i mplementation of the Buenos Aires Plan of 
Action an d to ensure maximum utilizat i on of the capacities of developing countries 
in the i mplementation of their development proje cts. 

24. The Committee had r equested the Secretary- Gener al, i n collaboration with t he 
Administrator of ill~DP , t o work towards. mwsinr the different information networks 
wi thin the United Nations system more co~atible so that they miP,ht respond more 
effectively t o countries' specific needs . It had also r equested UNDP t o continue 
implementing t he proposal for a Development Info~.ation Network. He was pleased 
t o announce that the Gove rnment of Italy ,.,as considerinr~ makine: a substantial 
contribution in s upport of t hat pr oject. 
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25 . Other decisions related to t he promotion of hori zontal co-oper e.tion ar:onr 
developing countries in scientific and technolorico.l reseo.rch and to the e>xpansio:~ 
of transport and coramunicat ion ne tH·orks . The Commi t t ee heo. endorsed t he n.doption 
of neYT institutional a.rran,~ell'.ents and e.~inistrative mech'l.nisms for TCDC. I t h:>.d 
also talten note of a number of issue s, includin·; e1e potential o-f TCDC i n increasinp; 
agricultural production and pror•lOtin;: rural development , measures to fa.cili t a:te 
joint venture s and proposed modifice.tions i n the policies anc. procedurf:>s of UHDP 
designed t o facilitate t he use of country I ndicative Plann in~ Fi~ures ( IPFs ) for 
TCDC activ ities . 

26. The Committee ' s continued suppor t for TCDC had been reflected in its decisions 
on all those matter s . It hacl. stron('ly reiterated its invitation t o Go,rernnents a."!0.. 
organizations of the United Nations system to t :\ke T!leasures to promote the 
i ntegr a tion of women in development thro~h t he TCDC process . 

27 . The clear reaffi l'iilation of the fact the.t TCDC must be initiated ancl. manar,ed by 
developing countries t he mselves - ar1cl. that the role of the United Nations 
development system should be primarily a sup~ortive one - •ras particularly 
significar1t in the case of TCDC, t he purpose of which ,.,as to p r omote incH vidual 
and collective self-reliance . 

28 . I n that context he dr ew attention to the I nformation Refer ral Syste:n! (DTRES) 
t he aim of which was to provide develppin~ countries with the types of information 
that they cur rently l a cked . Another kinc1 of support activity 1-ras the first 
orientation seminar in TCDC which '~as planned for early 1982 for r:overnment 
officials in the Asia and Pacific region. He hoped that simi l ar seminars woulQ 
foll ow in other ref-ions . 

29 . The Committee had indicated that the most i Hport<tnt priority a r eas 
contributine to the implementation of TCDC invol ved finance and aQmi ni strative 
arran~ements - both bas i c issues which appl ied t o all developi nf countries . On 
t he other hand , it had been recognized that sectoral items coul d be best handled 
by the appropriate specialized United Nations agency, ,.,hil e itet>.s of r egiona l 
interest might more appropr iately be handled by regional bodies, includinr, the 
r egi onal economic conmdssions . 

30. Accor dinely, the Committee appear ed inclined to focus in future on bas ic 
or ganizational and supportive issues and its provisione>.l a~enda for i ts thi rd 
session was therefore shorter. The Committ ee had proposed that, at i ts third 
session, there should be a plenary session ar1d one workinr, ~roup r ather than two 
wor king groups . That proposal r equired approval by the General Assembly . 

31 . \lhi le caution 1-ras always required in t he eff orts to institutionalize any 
process~ he expressed the bel ief that, under t he 5uidance of the Hifp-Level 
Commit tee) a promising becinnin~ had been made on TCDC activities. 

32. Turnine; to the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries 
and the United Hat ions Conference on Ne\-r ancl Rene•rable Sources of Energy, he said 
that he shared the concern expressed by the respective Secr etaries- General that 
the issues raised and actions proposed should be 11i ven full support. NothinG 
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coul d he r,:ore dest r uctive of t he collaborat i ve ccnmi t ment t o development goals 
that they symbolized than t hat t he i r result :; shoul d he lost si!""ht of in the crush 
of co;npetin~ financial priorities facin:- all countries. 

33. UlmP ~•as preparinr; for its added responsibilitie s in that r espect, am1 i t was 
rt~ao.y to respond to any r equests for support in the preparation of consultative 
. -~roups. Any added '-rorkload '"as expected to be absorbed vrithin the existinf! 
es t ablishi;·ent. The same was true ,,ri t b respect to its obli~ations under t"'1e 
.:Jai Tobi Proe ralllrl.e of _1\ct ion. He dre•r attent i cYJ. to the added measures of assistance 
requested under the UIJDP-administered Energy Account, t he Revolvinr~ Funcl for 
the J;xploration of i-tatural Resources and t he Int er i li1 Fund for Sc i ence ancl 
Tecbno l opy for Develop;!lent. and to t he intensified activit ies under UNDP 1 s country 
and intercountry programminp;. Specifi c instructions had been circulated to the 
field on UNDP' s e :JQlected role in the i)Iiplementation of the Programme of Action, 
incorporatinr also the >rorlt of ut!DP' s allied funds, and the Pror:rarnme Has actively 
collabora.tinn: with the 1-Torld Bank in pr eparin(!; for the surveys of financial 
resourcc3 required for supportin(~ actions EU-,d prc·-·i nvestment o~ers.ticns in the 
fi<:ld of neH and renewable sources of enere;y. The action taken by UliiDP could 
r)r ovi de a diversified raMe of development services i n a co- ordint>ted manne r and 
at little additioP.al cost . 

34 . 11r. Verceles (Philippines) resumed the Cha.ir . 

35, i1r . OOMOKOS (Hungary ) said that the current status of the \·!orld economy "ras 
r e c eivinr.; more than usual attention , with a vi e,·.r to identifying the causc:>s of 
t he disappointinF progress of recent years, explorinG future trends and seekinr, 
\v· ').,yS of e liminating adverse developments. Views concerninr: the causes of the 
crisi s and ways of remedying it differed sharply . His dele~ation did not share 
t he artifi cially optimistic approach of analysts in the developed ca~italist 
countries , which were t hemselves t he f ocal points of the crisis. The Horld 
Economic Sur~~Y for 1980-1981 Gave a true p icture of the alarmin~ state o f the 
"~<rorld econo!Jly . The pattern of international economic ? commercia l anrl financial 
relations had been destabilized. Economic growth hacl. slo"~<red or halted in a number 
of industrialized llarket economi es, >rhi le inflation and. unemployment r a tes >rere 
r 1s1nr, . Only part - t ime job opportunities were available for an increasinr. 
proportion of the labour force . A c;rQHinr: number of countries were faced with 
worsening balance- of- payments proble!ils. 'Ihe instability of t he capitalist 
mon.etary system was increasing , and it seemed unlike ly that demands · for energy . 
and raw material s could continue to be met. 

36. The blame lay largely with the arms race i mposed on t he '"orld by aggressive 
i mperialist circles . Arms expenditures ~ained away the financial r esources 
needed f or development - related investments and made it i mpossible to r a i se livi nr. 
standards . The rising tension ensuing from. the arms buildup also l ed to a 
deteriora tion of international economic relations . 

37. The p roblens t hat the developed capitalist count ries \.re re experiencinf! 
weighed even more heavily on the developing countries . On the one hand, they were 
less capab l e of withstanding the crisis and, on the other, the stronr,er econoP"!i e s 
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sought to shift tl1e bur den to the ' 'e ~=~.ker one s . A nwnber of developinr; countries 
11ere experiencinc gro>rinr di f f iculty in findint>: resou.rces for de velopwent pro j ects 
and coping with gr Rve f ood shortages . The export of manufactures wade possible 
by industrialization was blocked by the protectionist measures of the importinr. 
countries. The indebtedness of the developinr: countries 1-1as assUinin (" unprecedented 
proportions and debt servi cine; Has increasingly difficult . 

38. The long- standing and grave crisis of t he capitalist vorld ha.d an adverse 
effect on the socialist countries also. The cause lay not only in econol!'ic 
interdependence but in deli.h erate attempts to thrust the burden onto the socialist 
countries as well. Clearly , the crisi s that had per.sis ted in the capi t alist 
sector of the vrorld economy for nearly a decade was not a short-term phenomenon 
and could not be r emedied by the methocl.s used earlier. Such simplistic solutions 
as g1v1ng rein to free enterprise, improvin,?: the cliPl.ate for private investment, 
or opening mar lcets for transnational cor porat ions were not convi nc i np; . It Has 
those methods which had l ed t he world economy into t he pr esent b l i nd alley. Such 
concepts would merely weaken t he developing countries still further and enable 
the developed capitalist countries to improve their already advantageous posit ions , 

39 . I n order to cure the ills of the '-ror ld economy, international economic 
relations must b e r adically transformed on a just and democratic basis . Achievin~; 

that goal would call for the consistent implementation of t he many resolutions 
adopted by t he Uni t ed Nations over the past years . Restructuri n(" shoul<'l_ encom:_:>ass 
all spheres of the Horld economy, includin.n: trade . 

40. Hungary attached e;reat import anc e to trade relati~ and the ir unhampered 
development on a mutually advantageous basis , not on~y with its socialist part ners 
but vri th the developi ng nations and the developed capitalist countries of t he 
Hest. Even in the prevailin~ uncertain situat ion of the world economy , Hungary 
was a stable and r e liable commercial partner for any country . The development of 
trade relations was an economic necessity for Hunr,ary, but its interest was a lso 
stimulated by its belief in the pol icy of peaceful coexistence and co-operation 
and t he benef icial effect of t rade on t he pr omotion o f peace and t he r educt i on of 
tension. Cons istent implementation of that policy had resulted in a significant 
increase in trade from year t o year, par t icularly with developing countries . 
Imports from them were increasing faster than t he aver 86e and manufactures and. 
semi- manufactures accounted f or a growinr, share. High priorit y was accorded t o 
the export, on easy terms, of the capital goods requi red for the development of 
those countries. Althoup.h Hunp:ary' s t rade vTith \.fest ern countries bad i ncreased 
substantially over a lonG; perioc'I , in the late 1970s action by soP.e of t he l Qtter 
had given rise to certain pr ob l eDs. So!'le of t hem, motivated by ill-concei ved 
economic and commercial inter ests or by polit ical considerations, had created 
obstacles to the flow of trade . Restrictive measures , discrir·1ination , boycotts 
and embargoes were becomin~ everyday practice in international economic r elations . 
Although protectionism was almost universally conder.med., more and more 
prot e ctionist measures were beine taken , chiefly by t he industrialized capitali st 
countries which had l east r eason t o do so . Hungary s tood for co-operation instead 
of restrictions and it expected its capi talist partners to do likewise . Such 
action was demanded by economic inter ests and by the international political 
situation. 
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41. The least developed count r ies wer e of course the most vulnerabl e to the 
current economic situation and r espons ibility for t~eir catastrophic pli~ht could 
be attributed prill'.arily to colonialist ancl. neo-colonialist policy. The 
transnationel corporations held back t he pro; ress of t he least developed countries 
particul arly . They set the pric es of raw mater ials, cont r olled trade i n t hem: and 
pursued an. econo!!'ic policy of protectionism and di scr i l.,ination . Their handlin:; 
of about 60 per cent of the inte r national trade flo1-rs of t ht? capitalist countries 
enabled them to influence the economic and even t he political decisions of t heir 
hosts. 

42. Hungary supported the Substanti al Ne,., Pro~ranune of Action adopted at the 
Conference on the Least Developed Countries . In statin~ the need to end w1thout 
delay colonialist , neo-colonialist and imperialist practices, as being the mai n 
obstacles to the economic ind epencl_ence and development of the developinr: countries, 
the Progranune clearly specified the causes of t heir relative baclward.ness. It 
was~ of course , primarily for the countrie s concerned to set the targets and 
priorities of t he proe rarrW!es designed to end that backwardness and to ensure the 
impl ementation of development plans. Hungary was also sympathetic to the view 
that the developing countries, particularly the least developed, needed assistance 
from the entire internat ional colllllluni ty in order to eliMinate their problems. 
Hungar y 1 s wide-rangin.:s rel ations with developing countries "rere alr eady ~overned 
by the principles of equality, non-interference and mutual advantage, as well as 
a spirit of help fulness . 

43. In the light of Hungary 's experience, he could say that economic co-operation 
and technical assistance had produce d the gr eatest resuJ.ts in those developinr. 
countries which had adopted such measures as agr arian reform, the extension of 
the public sector to the maj or areas of economic life, and the introduction of 
a planned economy . 

44 . Hungary 's economic , commercial and f ina ncial relations with t he least 
developed countries were based on intergovernmental agreements . Under ae;r eements 
sic ned vri th nearly half of those 31 countries, broC~.d relations had been established 
in respect of technical co- operation, education, agriculture and food pr oduction, 
water management and heal th ser vices . In 1980, 1,000 specialists fror:1 those 
countries had received traininB under schemes financed by the Hungarian Government . 
'l'he Hungarian general system of pr eferences ge.ve preferential t reatment to 
584 industrial and agricultural products from developin~ countries and all art icles 
imported from the least developed countries had been granted duty- free entry since 
1 January 1978. 

45 . As a country poorly endo•red with natural resources , Hunrr,ary attached great 
importance to the ut i lization of enf.!rgy . I t depended heavily on imported energy 
and had suffered the consequences of t he t;reat increase in '1-rorld market pri ces . 
In January 1980, reacting to the impact o f external chan!!-es, it had adjusted 
domestic producer prices to •rorld market prices of ene-rgy in order to encoura{':e 
greater economy. A main target of the sixth Five-Year Plan uas a savin[': of about 
10 per cent in the crude oil currently used . 
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46. The Conference on NeH and Renewable Sources of Ener,3Y had been, on the ,.rhole , 
useful. It had ~iven experts from all over t he lrorld an opportunity to engaGe i n 
an open and comprehensive exchanp,e of views on economically a nd technolo~ically 
feasible energy sources. The Pro("r8J!II!le of Action adol?ted pr ovided a frame"t-ror k 
for national, regional and inter national activitie s in that r egard. The expl orat ion 
and exploitation of those ener gy sources, however , should be carried out with full 
regard for national plans and pri orities . In t ho.t r espect, Hunr::ary endorsed the 
statement in the report of t he Conference (A/CONF .l00/11) the.t effective energy 
transition ~ust conform to the principle of full and permanent national 
sovereignty over natural resources . 

47. Huneary was ready to help impler·, ent the consensus of the Conference. It '"ould 
continue to support expert meetinrrs -. trainin~ pro~raMmes and research projects 
designed to widen the scope of r egi onal co-operation. I t also agreed t hat a 
committee patterned on the Preparatory Conunittee for the Conference would provide 
a suitable forum for solving unsettled questions. The Committee on Uatural 
Resour.ces and the related section of the Secretariat would be the appropriate 
bodies to car ry out the Nair obi Programme within the United Nations system. The 
question of financial support calle d for further stufl.y and consideration, and 
in that connexion, Hungary Has definitely i n favour of the principle of voluntary 
cont ri but ions . 

48. Speaking next as Chairman of the East European group of socialist countries, 
he turned to the report of the Secretary- General concerninc the study on the 
relationship between disarmament and development (A/36/356). The socialist States 
firrrU.y believed that disarmament and arms limitation , particularly the limitation 
of nuclear weapons , 'o~ere prerequisites for the economic encl social progress of all 
nations. The arms race was not only fra~~ht with the dan~er of a nuclear holocaust 
but Has a waste of the precious resources needed to combat famine, disease and 
illiteracy as well as to solve s.uch econom.ic and social problems as those of energy 
and raw materials. The anr.s race stopJ?ed countries from takinr full advantage of 
the international division of labour, i mpeded normal trade relations and prevented 
broader development assistance. 

49. The cormnitment of the socialist States to the principle of the close 
r e lationship between the struggle for peace and securit y and disar!l1.ament and 
devel opment objectives was well kno~m, as were its initiatives in that area in the 
United Hations. He expressed their appr eciation to t he Chairman of the Group of 
Experts for the ,.,ork done by the Group in preparation for the study of the 
relationship between disarmaL1'lent and development and for her introductory statement. 
The repor t '"as to be discussed in the First Committee as well as the Second 
Committee, an organization of work 'o~hich should be useful in determininr 
directions for further activity . The study ,.,t=ts particularly appropriate at a t i JTie 
when preparations were beinc made for the second special session of the General 
Assembly on disarmament . 

50. The report contai ned a number of correct conclusions , including its emphasis 
on the senseless nature of the arms race , t he dawage caused by it to economic and 
social development and its incompatibility with the goals of the New International 

I . .. 



A/C . 2/36/SP. .2 5 
:Cnr:lish 
Page 12 

(Mr. D_omokos , Hun~ary ) 

Economic Order. Hm.rever, it failed to reflect a number of imports.nt provisions of 
the Declaration on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order, the 
Charter of Economic Rie;hts and Duties of States and t he third International 
Development Strategy, particularl y concerninr: the r elationshi.') bet,·reen development 
and efforts to ensure peace~ securi ty and disarmament, the need to eliminate the 
obstacles to the development of developin~ countries created by policies of 
colonialism, imperialism and neo··colonialism, and the objective of achievinr: 
soci al and econonric chan~e in the developing countries, includinp the strengthenin~ 
of the pUblic and co-operative sectors. 

51 . The report contained striking data regardinr. the serious difficulties 
experienced by developing countries because of their position in the world 
capitalist economy, particularly in regard to risinc: payments deficits and external 
indebtedness, and the deterioration in their terms of trade caused by increased 
protectionism on the part of certain Uestern States. It was not accidental that 
the aggravation of the econorrd.c proble.l!l.s of ne,dy independent States coincided 1nth 
~~e deterioration in the internatior~l situe:.tion resultinp: frcr:1. the efforts of 
imperialist forces to accelerate the arms race and revive the col d war. 

52. The socialist countries endorsed the r eport's conclusion t hat East··W.est trade 
had suffered from attempts on the part of certain developed market economies to 
gear economic co-operation to their strategic anQ political goals. Chapt e r VII, 
on the need t o increase development assistance, ignored the existence of t•ro 
opposite socio- economic systems with basically different foundations for their 
econol!lic relations with developing countries. The socialis t countries in the 
Council for Hutual Economic Assistance (CNEA) extended assistance of many kinds 
to new nations, strengthening their sel f -reliance and helpinrt: them in such crucial 
tasks as eliminating colonial structures, developin~ previousl y backward areas, 
improving the standard of livin~ , solving food problems, and provininr, empl oyment 
for their population. Ct.fl!:A assi·stance was mainly directed. towards este.blishint: 
and developing enterprises in the key industries of the public sector, v7hich was 
the basis for independent development. 

53. The assi stance of socialist countries was not provided in payment for past or 
present exploitation, nor was it recompensed by the tr~nsfer of profits frol!l the 
devel oping countries. There were no grounds for addressin?. to socialist countries 
the demands that the developinr, countries addressed to the developed capitalist 
States for the losses they had suffered from col onialist plunderine and 
neo-colonialist exploitation. The magnitude of the developin~ countries' l osses 
as a result of the activities of foreign private capital, and transnational 
corporations in particular, was illustrated by the figures in the report 
indicating that , in 1980, the outflow of financial resources from those countries 
to OECD countries in the form of investment profits ana. debt servicinp: had amounted 
to $33.7 billion, whereas the total official development assistance of those 
countries had been a mere $26.7 billion. Several sections of the report contained 
assessments of the economic development of the socialist countries. Some of them 
were based on individual factors of a temporary nature instead of comprehensive 
analys is and gave a distor ted picture of the true state and prospects of nati onal 
economic development in those countries . The soci alist delegations hoped that 
their preliminary comments would be taken i nto account in any further United 
Nations study of the r e lationship between disarmament and development. 
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5t1. Mr . TREHOLT (Honray ), speaki nn· on b ehalf of the Nordic del egation , said that 
the Conferenceon HeH and Re~e,·rab le Sources of Energy and t he Conference on t he 
Leas t Develope·l Countrie s bore vri.tness to t he capacity of the United Nations to 
pr oduce i mportant r esults in areas vital t o internatione~ economic co-operation. 

55. The constr uctive atmosphere of t he Nairobi Conference he.d led to t angi ble 
r esults which \.rere a contribution to the ~Ji der North- South dialogue. The rTordi c 
countries \·rere gratified that the Nairobi Programme of Action han been adopted 
by consensus and would work for it s irnpl ementflt ion . It provided a good basis for 
further work withi n the United Nations syst e1'\ to pr omote the use of new and 
r ene\·rable sources of ener gy. Problems related to t hP. fuehrood crisis should 
recei ve priority cons ideration and action . The Nordic countries vere a~so 
pl eased by the e mphasis on t he role of vomen in the development of new and 
renewable sources of ener gy ru1d the importance attached to envir onmental concerns . 

56 . The Conference had decided that a Comw~ttee patterned on the Preparatory 
Committee for the Conference should be set up to launch the Proe-ramme of Action . 
The Gener~ Assembly would have to endor se t hat recommendation and decide what 
Secretariat services woul d be needed. That decision would of course be 1-rithout 
pr ejudice to t he final arrangements to be agreed upon at the thirty-seventh 
session . The Nordic delegations believed that there should be a strong and 
e fficient follm-1- up in the Secr etariat and looked forward to the Secretary­
General' s r ecommendation . Inter agency co- ordination would be particularly 
important . Mobilizing the financial resources needed to implement the ProBr8lllJlle 
of Acti on r epr esented a major challenge . Al thoup,h individual count r i es must 
continue to bear t he main responsibility for finP...ncing their o1m energy development, 
external financi al suppor t would be essent i a l. The Conference had not created any 
new financing mechanism, relyinp.; instead on those already in existence . That was 
a correct approa ch in a sector where financinR r equirements were particularly 
large. The recommended arranF,ements included consultat i ve meet ings of multilateral 
and bilateral donors and interest ed recipient countries a t the global, regional 
and subregional levels . The Nordic countries looked forward to the report of the 
Secretary-Gener al of the Conference on t he pr ogr ess made towards such meetine:s. 
Ui thin the general framework of their over - all development assistance, they stood 
ready to incr ease their support for ener gy purposes , in accor dance with the 
preferences of recipient countries . They also str onp.ly supported the 
establishment of an energy affiliate within the ~forld Bank ; it would be able to 
mobilize impor tant additi onal capi t~ in connexion 1-ri th new and renevrable sources 
of · ener gy . 

57 . The Conf erence on the Least Deve loped Count r ies had been very timely and 
i mportant . A concerted effort by the international community to assist the least 
developed countries was lone overdue . The Ne,., Substant i a l Pr ogramme of Action 
called for a realistic and well-balanced combination of internal policies and 
external support . I t r ecognized that the main responsibility for development lay 
with the least developed countries themselves , but it also recognized the need 
for a substantial increase in support fror-1 the international community in t he 
years to come. The Proe r amme, \vhich had been approved by consensus, incorporated 
obj ectives and measures for both nationl:l.l and international action of a magnitude 
well beyond pr esent levels ~ particularly i n regard to social development . 
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58 . It al so recognized that the least developed countries represent e d a spec i al 
case fo r international economic co-oper at i on . It h8.C. been accepted the.t the 
Programme could only be successfully i mpl eMented if ther e 1-1as a substanti a l 
increase in the flow of r esources to those countries . The subtarget of 
0.15 per cent of GNP should increase the flm·r sie;nif icantly . The Nordic countri es 
endorsed the special t ar get on the 1.rhole , but it should be viewed 't>Tithin the 
context of over- all t a r get s and t i me-frames for offic i al development assistance 
as set out i n the latest Internation~~ Development Str ategy . The objective must 
be to increase the total flm-t at t he disposal of the devel opi nr• countries and not 
to redistribute existing flows . 

59 . The Nordic countries supported t he agreement r eached on the f ollow-up, 
monitoring and i mplementation of the ProBr aMme . At the country level, an 
appr opriate role had been assi gned to the United Nations resident co~ordinators . 
'rhe Nor dic countries welcomed t he emphas i s given to consultative arrangements 
such as those l ed by t he 'Horld Bank , as Hell as the r ound tables sponsor ed by 
UNDP and the Sahel club. They also endorsed the r e commendat ion t hat the follovT··up 
should be financed from ex i stinc funds under UNDP administr atioP, such as the 
Special Measures Fund for the Least Developed Countries and the United Nations 
Capital Development Fund, and hoped that they would be supported by an increasin~ 
number of donors . 

60 . The Intergovernmental Gr oup of Experts on the United Nations FinP.ncinr: Sys t em 
for Science and Technology for Development hacl. produced an i nter est i nl' , innovative 
and comprehensive r epor t whi ch deserved careful consideration . The r eport ha.d been 
submit ted t o t he Committee on Science and Technol ogy for Development at its r esumed 
third session but t he Committee had not been i n a position to ado~t any 
reco~nendations i n r egard t o it. As far as ~he substance of the r eport was 
concerned , the Nor dic Governments were of the view that any financing system 
~~J:'1_,_l0. 'b':' ~e.:':~ ~~ p~':d.i~t ~"bili"t~, e_~~ ~'1..!:-~e~--~!-'..e.~i~'; - '!'!;e e~r~t~!'! 0 1_"!tli!! ed i~ t~e 
r eport was a useful framework for further deliberations. The experience of the 
I nterim Fund had sho"rn that voluntar y contributions coul d not be relie d upon 
unless they wer e co-ordinated. 

61. As far as institutional arrangements were concer ned, existinc: organizations 
and institutions should be used as f a r as possible. The Financin~ Syste~ could 
benefit greatly from the pr actical experience of UNDP and the co-operation with 
UIIDP should be mainta ined . It woul d be premature to consider ma.kin{': new 
institutione~ arrangement s befor e agreement on the fina ncial arrangements 
themselves had been r eached. In the meantime , the staff and resour ces of the 
Int eri m Fund should be used . The Co~ttee on Science and Technology for 
Development had not y.et settled the i ssue of t he t r ansfer of technolo~J · The 
Nor dic delegat i ons cons i dered that the issue should pr eferably be dealt wi th 
els ewhere , to avoid duplication and all01·T the Committ ee to concentrate on ot he r 
impor tant questions . 

62. Turning to UNCTAD~ he said the s ituat i on o~the Integrated Pr ogramme fo r 
Commodities, one of the most i mpor tant elements of the Nev Int ernationa l Economic 
Or der, gave cause for concer n . After the agreement to establish a Common Fund 
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for Conunodi ties, slow but steady pr or.r ess had been ma<'1.e in workin:: out the 
details of i t s implementation . However ~ t he nUJllber of countries which he.d s i !"ned 
and ratified t he a r,reement t o dat e Has far frou encour ar·:in ro: . The renewed 
a r.reement s fo r cocoa and tin were welco!"'.e but the over- all results of five yea.rs 
of neeotiations since the establishment of t he Integrated Pro~ran~e for Commodities 
r emained 'L:nsatis factory . The Pordic deler-rations hoped that nev1 i mpetus could be 
gi ve n to the negot i ations for indivi dual commodity agreements , without which the 
Cormnon Fund vould be unable to functi on pr operly . 

63. The decision that the General Assembly would hnve to take on the future of 
the negotiations on an Internation l".l Code of Conduct for the Transfer of 
Technolo& '"as i mportant . The Nordic countries regretted that the f ourth sessi on 
of the negotiatine; conf e r ence haa. ended vi thout pro{'r ess on any of .the major 
is sues outstanding, despite a narr01-ring of disagreement on sor1e important questions . 
The results achieved in the course of several yea.rs of negotiations on the Code 
we r e too important to be \va.sted and further efforts should be made to complet e the 
negotiations . 

64. An intcrestin~ neH f eat ure of the latest session of t he Trade and Development 
Board had been t he Secretary-GenerE~.l' s report for 1981 , -..rhich had formed the 
basis for a broad and stimulatinn.· debate. The Nordic countries welcomed that 
new initiative and felt the.t such a general r evieu would fur ther confirm UNCTAD''s 
r ole as one of the major instruments of the United Nations for revi ewinp problems 
of international trade and r elated areas of international economic co-operation . 
It a l s o w·elcomed t he decision of t he Board at i ts tvTenty-·second session for an 
annual review of developments concerninr:: protectionism and structural adjustment . 

AGEl'lDA ITEH 72: SPECIAL ECONOMIC AND DISASTER RELIF!F ASS ISTANCE (continued) 
(A/ 36/3/Add.28 ~ Add.31 and Add. 32 , A/36/38 , 73 and Add. l, A/36/183 , 208 and Add.l , 
259 , 261-267, 268 and Corr.l, 269-278 and 599 ; E/1981/16 a nd Corr . l , E/1981/37 and 
Corr.l and E/1981/86 ~ A/C.2/36/L. 4) 

65. Mr . MORSE (Administrator, United Nations Development Programme), introducing 
the r eport of the Secr etary-General on the i mplementation of the medium-term and 
long-term recovery and r ehabilitation pror,ramme in the Sudano-Sahelian r egion 
(A/ 36/208 and Add.l and 2) , saicl th9.t. t he report was very encouraein17 and that 
sie;nificant further progr ess hacl. been 1nade sinc e the report "'as issued. The 
United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office ( UNSO) hEO.d sent mis s ions to all States 
members of the Permanent Inter-State Cozranittee on Drouf;ht Control in t he Sahel 
(CILSS) ~ except Chad , resultinr, in the formulation or further development of a 
number of important project proposals. The number of projects recei vinp: UNSO 
support in connexion with drought- r elated r e covery ann r ehabilitation had 
increased from 52 in 1975, costed at approximately $153 million, to 116 , requiring 
a t otal financin g; of over $656 million . ~ mid-·1981, approximately $380 JI1illion 
of t hat amount had becor.le available fror·I various sources as well as over 
~;57 mi l lion contributed by Governments throu_r~h the United Nations Tr ust Fund for 
Sudano- Sahelian Activit ies. 

66 . Pnrt of the funds mobilized un(1.er Ul.\180 7 s desertific e.tion control mandate 
also benefited St a tes members of CILSS . As of mic- 1981 t he r e had bee n 

I . . . 
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105 desertification control projects in the reeion sponsored by UNSO , requirinr. 
a financing of over $ 300 million of vhich about $100 million Has already ava ilable. 
It was expected that, by December , more than $11 million in additional funds would 
pass through t he Trust Fund for use in developinr and. implementinp. additiona l 
projects in the Sahel. Those developl'l.ents did not inclucl.e intensified bilater al 
and multilateral participation in project activities receivinp UNSO support. The 
m~SO-assisted all-weather feeder road systel'l. in the Sahel was rapidly approachin~ 
900 kilometres, representing a gain of nearly 300 kilometres i n the past year. 
That programme, beeun as a modest venture, was becominr< an i mportant element in 
the over- all develop~ent process of the Sahelian countries . Since the r oads 
vTere acquiring the character of a permanent transport infrastruct.ure , there was a 
need for further and urgent provision for their lonty- ter•'1 maintenance. That issue 
had major financial implications and UNSO ''as study in,,.,. its various facets . 

67. So far, UNSO' s assistance hA.d bee11 provided lnrgely on an individual project 
basis. However 9 there was greater appreciation of the need for a more syste111atic 
approach to t he problems of drought and desertification . Accordinp.ly, incr easinp, 
attention was beinv. paid to those issues within the context of national planninp, 
exercises and development strategies. 

68. A number of new trends vere e!ll.erging, mainly in t e rms of the order of 
sectoral priori t ies . In particular, there was RrO"I-Tin;' emphasis on ranee 
management and conservation measures. control of water resources vrith special 
attention to surface vater harvesting, improved food production, intensified 
r e forestation and afforestation, development of national capabilities~ increased 
instituti onal support for national units to deal •-lith t he problem of drought-­
related recovery and rehabilitation , and development of new and rene1-1able sources 
of energy. The last - mentioned was particular l y important since more than 
80 per cent of the energy consumed by the population of the region came from wood 
CUi~ w .. t;CUt .w.Cn5u.Lc.::. wc~c ~ey_~.tcU \,u }J.lCYt::Hl., Jucz.ju.L· c..,;ulvg.i.\.:ctl Uet.tllC:l~C · 

69 . In all t hose activities and developoents UNSO maintained a constructive 
relationship with CILSS and ther e was every r eason to belie ve that it would be 
poss i ble to continue successfully to i mplement the programmes and priority pr ojects 
established by the States members of CILSS. The pr ojects were sound and the 
personnel involved capable of achievinp; impressive resul ts ¥rith a minimum .of 
resources. Small thoup:h those resources -vrere in comparison 1-1ith the scope of the 
problem, they were vital . Accordingly, he appealed once a~ain to the Governments 
of the more fo r tunate countries to contribute generously to the United Nations 
Trust Fund for Sudano- Sahelian Activities. 

10. Hr. OULD SIDI AHMED (Mauritania) thanl;:ed the Administrator for his excellent 
presentation, addine- that the needs of the countries i n the region were vrell 
known and had been translated into sound projects . Ubat was needed now was the 
technical and financial means to implement the projects. He joined with the 
Administrator in appealin~ to all who vere in a position to help to do so . 

/ ... 
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71. The CHAiill·UU~ announced t hat t he delegations of Cape Verde ~ t he United 
Republic of Cameroon and the Cent r al African Republic wer e co-sponsor ing dr aft 
resolution A/C .2/36/L . 6 , and Cape Ver de had joined the sponsors of draft 
r esol ution A/C.2/36/L.7. 

The meet i np. r ose at 1 .10 p .m. 




