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Letter dated 21 December 1998 from the Permanent Representative of
Eritrea to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

I have the honour to attach part of an independent report entitled "Human
Rights Watch World Report 1999" (see annex), which was released early this
month. The report describes the gross violation of human rights of Eritreans
and Ethiopians of Eritrean origin living in BEthiopia by the regime in Addis
Ababa. My Government believes that this inhumane action deserves immediate
response from the internmational community.

I should be grateful if you would kindly circulate the text of the present
letter and its annex as a document of the General Assembly, under agenda
items 20, 105 and 110, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Haile MENKERIOS
Ambassador
Permanent Representative

98-40313 (E) 241298
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ETHIOPIA
v Human Rights Developments

The closepolitical and strategicaalliance
between Ethiopia and Eritrea collapsed in
early May when aminorborder dispute flared
up into brief violent confrontations. Hun-
dreds were killed on both sides, mainly civil-
ians. The fighting displaced thousands of
villagerson both sidesofthe border. Fighting
ceased inmid-June following intense media-
tion efforts, butamassive military buildup by
both states continued as a bitter propaganda
war and the pursuit of escalation by extrem-
ists on both sides reduced the chances of 2
negotiated settiement.

Both sides traded accusations of ill-
treatment of their citizens whom the conflict
had found on the wrong side of the border.
Eritreadenied deliberately expelling Ethiopi-
ans and said its policy would remain one of
welcomingand protecting Ethiopians willing
to stay, but a September 26 statement by the
Eritrean foreign ministry put the number of
Ethiopians who had “voluntarily returned”
to their country at 6,600.

Compelling evidence pointédtoadelib-
erate campaign by the Ethiopian authoritics
to expel Eritreans and Ethiopians of Eritrean
origin to Eritrea. By late October, an esti-
mated thirty thousand, most of them Ethio-
pian citizens who had not taken up Eritrean
nationality intheaftermath ofEritrea’s 1991
secession from Ethiopia, were deported after
experiencing systematic denial of theirhuman
rights. The campaign swiftly degenerated
from selective targeting toindiscriminate de-

portations. A government “policy” state-




ment on June 11 said the “550,000 Eritreans
residing in Ethiopia” could continue to live
and work peacefully there. However, as a
. “precautionary measure,” the statement or-
dered members of Eritrean political and com-
munity organizationsto leave the country on
account of their suspected support of the
Eritrean war effort, and gave a mandatory
leave of absence of one month to Eritreans
occupying “sensitive” jobs. While authori-
tiesinitially suggested an option of voluntary
departure for the targeted categories, they
later began rounding up people on the sole
basis of their being Eritrean or of Eritrean
extraction, and apparently withoutmaking an
effortto distinguish between the two catego-
ries. Not all who fell in the dragnet were
deported. Those of military age were sent to
detention camps where an unknown number
remained heldby late Octoberwithoutcharge
ortrial. Othersweretrucked, afterbrief deten-
tions. to remote border posts and ordered to
cross into Eritreaon foot. Thosedetainedand .
expelled included many elderly retired citi-
zens of Ethiopia, mainly businessmen who
had lived most of their lives and raised their
children in other provinces of Ethiopia while
" Eritrea fought for its independence. The gov-
ernment ordered the freczing of their assets
andrevoked their business licenses, stripping
them and their families of their livelihood.
Many families were separated during the
deportations from underage children who
were not allowed to leave with them, or, ina
few cases, from children who were deported
unaccompanied.

Prime Minister Meles Zenawi in an
interview with Radio Ethiopiaon July 9 said
the deportees were “foreigners,” adding that
“... any foreign national, whether Eritrean or
Japaneseetc. ... lives in Ethiopia because of
the goodwill of the Ethiopian government. If
we say "Go. because we don’t like the color
of youreyes,” they have to leave.” The issue
was. however, more complex than the prime
minister's assertion suggested. For the forty

. years preceding Eritrean independence in
1991 both countries were part of the same
internationally recognized state. Strong cul-
tural, religious, and linguistic affinities existed

| itsArticle 6, grants citizenship by birthtoany
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between the two people, and intermarriages
were common. The Ethiopianconstitution, in

person with one or-both Ethiopian parents.
Many Eritreans had retained their Ethiopian
nationality when Eritrea became indepen-
dent, and Ethiopia did not take any legal
measure to rescind their citizenship then. As
aconsequence, the Ethiopian government had
nolegal basisto consider many ofthedeportees
asaliens. Theroundup, detention, and the ill-
treatment of which the deportees, whether
nationals oraliens, were the victims violated
rights of nondiscrimination and freedom of
movement that the Ethiopian constitution
guaranteed, The deportations and accompa-
nying violations of a range of rights of the
deportees also violated Ethiopia’s obliga-
tions under the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and other human
rightstreatiesithasratified and indeed incor-
porated into the law of the land.

Defending HumanRights
Eightmembers ofthe board of directors of the
HumanRights Leagueremained in detention
a year after their arrest in October 1997,
charged with armed conspiracy withthe OLF.
On April 8, 1998, sccurity agents raided the
offices of the league, took away its office
equjpment and archives, and sealed the pre-
mises. The governmentrefused toregisterthe
league following its establishment in Decem-
ber 1996 by members of the Oromo commu-
nity in Addis Ababa, despite constitutional
guarantees of freedom of association. The
veteran Human Rights Council continued to
function without any form of official recog-
nition orresponsesto itsrepeated appeals for
humanrightsimprovements. Othermonitor-
.ing groups. such asthe Ogaden Human Rights
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Committee, the Oromo Ex-Prisoners for
Human Rights, and Solidarity Committee for
Ethiopian Political Prisoners, were forced
underground or into exile, and could only
publish critical reports abroad, increasingly
through the Internet. The government autho-
rized the activitiesof several civicand human
rights education groups.

An international human rights confer-
ence on the establishment of 2 human rights
commission and office of Ombudsman, spon-
sored by international donors and organized
by the Council of People’s Representatives,
convened in Addis Ababa in May. Notable
absentees were the Ethiopian Human Rights
Council, the Human Rights League, and also

"the private press, who were not invited.

The Role of the International
Community

United Nations
In an unanimously adopted resolution on

June26the U.N. Security Council demanded
an immediate end to the border conflict be-
tween Ethiopia and Eritrea, and urged both
sides to cooperate with mediation efforts led
by the Organization of African Unity. The
resolution also established a trust fund to
supportany eventual U.N. technical mission
for border demarcation. By late October, the
U.N. still maintained a low profilc insecking
asolution forthe disputeatatime whenit was
poised to flare up again in open war. )

High Commissioner for Human Rights
Mary Robinson on July 1 issued a statement
expressing concern about the violation of
humanrights of Eritreans being cxpelled from
Ethiopia, and appealing to the two countries
to resolve their dispute peacefully. Ethiopia
reacted angrily, and demanded an immediate
amendment to what it said was a baseless
statement which, the Foreign Ministry
charged, was “of the type that would under-
minethe credibility of the office of the United
Nations.”

Contrary to the Ministry’s statement,
the U.N.’s credibility could only be harmed
by the lack of human rights considerations
despite the variety and levels of its involve-

ments in the country. Senior U.N. officials

frequently visited Addis Ababa, whichisalso
the headquarters of the Organization of Afri-
can Unity (O.A.U.), and the U.N.’s Eco-
nomic Commission for Africa. Ethiopiaranked
as the third largest recipient of the agency’s
Children’s Emergency Fund support world-
wide, and wasone of thetop four beneficiaries
of its Food and Agriculture Organization
globally. In late April, U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan held talks with Ethiopian
govemnmentofficialsand those ofthe 0.A.U.
on prospects for peace in east and central
Africa. He voiced guarded optimism about
the end of a decade of conflicts in Africaand
the emergence of a “new Africa” which he
depictedasmakingeffortsto “reject violence,
embrace democracy, endorse human rights
and promote economic reform.” Two weeks
after the end of his tour, rencwed deadly
conflicts exploded in east and central Africa.



