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ETHIOPIA/ERITREA
ICRC DELEGATES VISIT PRISONERS OF WAR AND PROVIDE
‘ MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR CONFLICT VICTIMS

The ICRC carried out two visits to the 163 prisoners of war being held in Fiche camp, the
first on 27 June and the second on 2 July. All of these prisoners have new beén registered.

On 26 June a visit was also made to the civilian intemees being held in Fiche in crder to

register those who had amrived since the ICRC first went to the camp on 20 June. At the end
of the sccond visit a wo1al of 664 civilian internees had been registered.

All the visits were conductad in accordance with the ICRC's standard working procedures
-and will be repeated on a regular basis.

The civilian internces and prisoners of wer who had not vet been in contact with their
families wrote Red Cross messages which will be distributed via the Ethiapian Red Cross
Society, the Red Cross Society of Evitrea and other National Societies.

In close conjunction with the Tigray branch of the Ethiopian Red Cross aud the ragional
health authoritics, the ICRC fumished additional medical supplics 1> be distributed 1o
hospitals and other medical facilities in the northiern Tigray region of the country.

In Erivea, the National Society is continuing to provide medical facilitiss with ambilances
and volunteers ncar potential conflict arcas adlong the Edhiopian border. Such action has
proved helpfid in the past, particularly when fighting broke out near the town of Zalwnbessa
and in the south-castern border area. Local Red Cross branches are baing regularly
resupplied with first-aid equipment and other essential non-food items. At the. sarne titne, in

cooperation with Jocal authorities, the Eritrean Red Cross is continuing 1o assess the situation
of displaced persans and other civilians affected by the contlict.

As part of their tracing activities, the ICRC and the Eritrean Red Cross have so far collected
16 Red Cross messages from the families of young men who wers studviilg in Ethiopia
under a bilateral exch angs programme. Meanwhile, the ICRC is keepiog up its dalogue

with the authorities in Asmara conserning the protection of persons woundéd or captured
during the recear tighting
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