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The Secretary-Ceneral has received the following witten statement,
which is circulated in accordance with Econonic and Soci al Council
resol ution 1296 (XLIV).
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The situation of the judiciary in Peru

1. On 28 August 1997, the President of the Anerican Association of Jurists
received a letter fromM. Vliadinmr Paz de |la Barra, then President of the
Li ma Bar Association, Peru, which is sunmarized bel ow

2. “In Peru, denocracy is turning towards dictatorship as a consequence

of autocratic acts by the Fujinori Government, such as unconstitutiona
interference with the prosecution service and the judiciary, deactivating
their respective governing bodies in order to replace themw th executive
conmittees of a political nature whose nenbers are subordinate to the regine.

3. Through these new authorities of the prosecution service and the
judiciary, it is easy for the Governnent to designate special prosecutors to
"investigate' cases of corruption involving inportant State figures and to
appoint judges to try them'inpartially' and acquit them

4. In the Congress of the Republic, a decision of the majority bel onging
to the ruling party renpoved three judges of the Constitutional Court -

Del i a Revoredo de Miur, Manuel Aguirre Roca and Guillerm Rey Terry - for
havi ng decl ared unconstitutional and thus inapplicable the Act on presidentia
re-election that was passed to enable M. Fujinori to stand for a third term
of office.

5. President Fujinori's power base includes the top-ranking officers of the
armed forces and his personal adviser, Vladinro Mntesinos, who established
the National Intelligence Service (SIN - originally intended to fight

terrori smbut now being used agai nst people who criticize the regine.

One feral e nenmber of SIN who did not want to go on taking part in the agency's
illegal activities was found dead, her body cut into pieces, and another who
took the sanme position, Leonor La Rosa, was brutally tortured by her own

col | eagues. She survived, however, and has described the hellish acts
perpetrated in the basenent of the army headquarters buil ding.

6. Sone 15,000 el ectoral cards (docunents normally held only by civilians)
have been di scovered in the possession of nilitary personnel and were
reportedly used in the elections through which Fujinori obtained his

second term of office.

7. [...] The independent nedia are being threatened and attenpts have even
been nade to wrest the ownership of television Channel 2 fromlawer and

busi nessman Baruch |vcher, who has been forced for reasons of safety to |eave
the country. According to Leonor La Rosa, SIN planned to kill the well-known
journalist César Hildebrandt, as well as Ms. La Rosa's |awer,

Heri berto Benitez.

8. The Li ma Bar Association has denounced all these acts in order to
protect the rule of law [...] | believe that if our Association continues
this campaign in defence of denpcracy, its |eaders will be exposing thensel ves
and their famlies to the greatest possible risk

9. We request that the Peruvian Governnment be called upon to take every
step to provide for the safety of the nmenbers of the Association's Governing
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Board: Eduardo Rada Jordan (Vice-President), Alberto Sanabria Otiz

(Second Deputy), Julio Martinez Asurza (Trustee), Enrique Montenegro Bocanegra
(Director of Publications), G no Yangall |parraguirre (Director of

Conf erences), Carnmen Meza Ingar (Library Director), Virginia Al cal de Pineda
(Third Deputy), Joel Mranda Villanueva (Fourth Deputy), Dorian Tal avera Vera
(Treasurer) and Hilda Cérdoba Caballero (Principal Secretary).”

10. The letter ends with a call for international solidarity.



