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Senegal (on behalf of the African group): draft resolution

1998/.. Recognition of slavery and the slave trade
as a crine against humanity

The Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts,

Consi dering the provisions of the Slavery Convention of 1926 and the
Suppl enent ary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the Slave Trade, and
Institutions and Practices Sinmlar to Slavery of 1956,

Bearing in mnd article 4 of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

and article 8 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
whi ch state that no one shall be held in slavery or servitude,

Concerned by the gross violation of human rights and crinmes commtted
agai nst the African peoples on the continent and in the diaspora as a result
of slavery and the slave trade, particularly the trans-Atlantic slave trade,

Taking into account the |long years of exploitation of Africa through the

trans-Atlantic slave trade for the benefit of international comrerce

especially in Europe and Anerica,
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Consci ous of the | ong-term socio-econom c, cultural and political inpact
of the long years of slavery and the slave trade,

Noting that the slave trade, particularly the trans-Atlantic slave
trade, spawned, directly or indirectly, the scourge of racismand reinforced
and entrenched racial prejudices and other related intol erance which continue
to haunt the international comrunity today,

Recogni zing that the trans-Atlantic slave trade was particularly
horrendous and flagrant in its magnitude and effect on the African peopl es,

Wel coming the fact that other peoples who were subjected to | esser or
simlar scourges and injustices have received apol ogi es, conmpensati on and
reparations,

M ndful of the noral obligation to remenber the injustices arising from
slavery and the slave trade, especially the trans-Atlantic slave trade, as a
gross violation of human rights,

Convi nced that African peoples on the continent and in the diaspora
deserve apologies for the injustices comrtted agai nst them through centuries
of slavery and the slave trade,

Convi nced also that the commenoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the

Uni versal Decl aration of Human Ri ghts provi des an auspi ci ous occasion for the
i nternational comunity to consider this matter

1. Recogni zes the fact that slavery and the slave trade constitute a
gross and flagrant violation of human rights against the African peoples and a
crime agai nst humanity;

2. Decides to establish an expert group conposed of 10 em nent
schol ars of African history and international jurists, to neet for a period of
two weeks prior to the fifty-fifth session of the Comm ssion to exam ne the
extent of the injustices occasioned by, in particular, the trans-Atlantic
sl ave trade and determne the degree of liability of those involved;

3. Requests the expert group to submit its report to the Conm ssion
at its fifty-fifth session;

4, Requests the Chairman of the Comm ssion on Human Rights to
undertake the necessary consultations for the appointment of the expert group
and to ensure that it is provided with all the necessary assistance and

resources to discharge its mandate expeditiously;



E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ L. 36
page 3

5. Calls upon all States as well as relevant internationa
organi zati ons and bodi es to provide maxi mum cooperation to the expert group in
carrying out its duties;

6. Requests those States which, directly or indirectly, by comm ssion
or omi ssion, participated, pernmitted, facilitated or tolerated slavery and the
slave trade to start the process of healing the wounds by offering their
apol ogies to the African peoples concerned,

7. Decides to remain seized of this matter at its fifty-fifth session
under the same agenda item

8. Recommends the follow ng draft decision to the Econonic and Soci al
Counci | for adoption

“The Econom ¢ and Social Council, taking note of Conm ssion on Human

Ri ghts resolution 1998/ ... of ... April 1998, decides to authorize the

Commi ssion to establish an expert group conposed of 10 em nent schol ars

of African history and international jurists, to neet for a period of

two weeks prior to the fifty-fifth session of the Comr ssion to exam ne
the extent of the injustices occasioned by, in particular, the
trans-Atlantic slave trade and to deternmine the degree of liability of
those involved, and to submt its report to the Comrission at its

fifty-fifth session.”



