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Australia*, Austria, Canada, Finland*, New Zeal and*,
Norway*, Romani a* and Spain*: draft resolution

1998/ .. Effective inplenentation of international instrunents
on human rights, including reporting obligations under
international instrunments on human rights

The Commi ssion on Hunman Ri ghts,

Taki ng note of Ceneral Assenbly resolutions 51/87 of 12 Decenber 1996
and 52/ 118 of 12 December 1997, and recalling its resolution 1996/ 22 of
19 April 1996 as well as its decision 1997/105 of 3 April 1997, as well as
ot her rel evant resol utions,

Reaffirm ng that the full and effective inplenentation of United Nations
human rights instrunents is of mgjor inportance to the efforts of the
Organi zation, pursuant to the Charter of the United Nations and the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights, to pronmpte universal respect for an observance of
human rights and fundanental freedons,

Considering that the effective functioning of treaty bodi es established
pursuant to United Nations human rights instrunents is indispensable for the

full and effective inplenentation of such instrunents,

* |n accordance with rule 69, paragraph 3, of the rules of procedure of
the functional commissions of the Econom ¢ and Social Council
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Reiterating its concern about the | arge nunber of overdue reports under
the United Nations human rights instruments,

Reiterating also its concern about the increasing backlog of reports on

the inmplementation by States parties of certain United Nations human rights
i nstruments and about delays in consideration of reports by treaty bodies,

Concerned that the | ack of adequate resources inpedes the effective
functioning of the treaty bodies, including in regard to their ability to work
in the applicabl e working | anguages,

Recalling that the effectiveness of the treaty bodies in encouraging the
realization by States parties of their obligations under the United Nations
human rights instrunents requires constructive dial ogue aimed at assisting
States parties in identifying solutions to human rights problenms and shoul d be
based on the reporting process supplemented by information fromall relevant
sources which should be shared with all interested parties,

Consci ous of the inportance of coordination of the human rights
pronoti on and protection activities of the United Nations bodies active in the
field of human rights,

1. Wel conmes the reports of the seventh and ei ghth neetings of the
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies (A/51/482, annex and A/ 52/507,
annex), held at Geneva from 16 to 20 Septenber 1996 and from 15 to
19 September 1997, respectively, and the holding of the ninth meeting in
Geneva from 25 to 27 February 1998, and takes note of the conclusions and
recommendati ons proposed at those neetings;

2. Encour ages each treaty body to continue to give carefu
consi deration to the relevant conclusions and recommendati ons contained in the
reports of the persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies;

3. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the effective
functioning of bodies established pursuant to United Nations human rights
instruments (E/ CN. 4/1998/85 and Add.1 and Corr.1);

4, Wl conmes the subm ssion of conments by Governments, United Nations
bodi es and speci al i zed agenci es, non-governmental organizations and interested
persons on the final report of the independent expert on enhancing the
| ong-term effectiveness of the United Nations human rights treaty system
(E/CN. 4/ 1997/ 74) and the Secretary-Ceneral's report thereon, including the
Secretary-Ceneral's own views on the legal, admnistrative and ot her

i mplications of the report's recomendati ons;
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5. Notes with appreciation the attention given by the human rights

treaty bodies and the persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies to

the final report of the independent expert on enhancing the |ong-term
effectiveness of the United Nations human rights treaty systemand to the
Secretary-Ceneral's report on the conments by Governments, United Nations
bodi es and speci al i zed agenci es, non-governmental organizations and interested
persons;

6. Invites the Secretary-General to continue to solicit the views of
Governnments, United Nations bodies, specialized agencies, intergovernnenta
and non-governnental organizations and interested persons on the report of the
i ndependent expert and to submt a report thereon, including the
Secretary-Ceneral's own views on the legal, admnistrative and ot her
implications of the report's recommendati ons, taking into account further
devel opnents, to the Commi ssion at its fifty-sixth session

7. Enphasi zes the need to ensure financing and adequate staff and
i nformati on resources for the operations of the human rights treaty bodies
and, with this in m nd:

(a) Reiterates its request that the Secretary-General provide adequate
resources in respect of each treaty body;

(b) Calls upon the Secretary-General to nake the nost efficient use of
exi sting resources in order to give the human rights treaty bodi es adequate
adm ni strative support and better access to technical expertise and rel evant
i nformati on;

(c) Calls upon the Secretary-Ceneral to seek in the next bienniumthe
resources within the United Nations regul ar budget necessary to give the human
rights treaty bodi es adequate adm nistrative support and better access to
techni cal expertise and relevant information

8. Notes with interest the proposal for a plan of action to enhance

the resources available to all the human rights treaty bodi es, and encourages
the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights to prepare a draft plan of action for
consideration by the persons chairing the treaty bodies at their next neeting;
9. Takes note of the nmeasures taken by each of the human rights
treaty bodies to inprove their functioning, as reflected in their respective

annual reports, and urges continuing efforts by the human rights treaty bodies
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and the Secretary-General to help inprove the neeting of reporting obligations
by States parties and to reduce the backlog in the consideration of reports by
treaty bodies;

10. Wel cones the continuing efforts by the human rights treaty bodies
and the Secretary-Ceneral ained at stream ining, rationalizing, rendering nore
transparent and otherw se inproving reporting procedures, and urges the
Secretary-Ceneral, the treaty bodies and the next mneeting of the persons
chairing the treaty bodies to continue to exam ne ways of reducing the
duplication of reporting required under the different instruments, wthout
impairing the quality of reporting, and of generally reducing the reporting
burden on States parties;

11. Takes note with appreciation of the efforts of the persons

chairing the treaty bodies to pronote appropriate reforns of the reporting
systemwith a viewto, inter alia, reducing the reporting burden on States
parties while maintaining the quality of reporting, and encourages themto
continue these efforts, including through ongoing exam nation of the proposa
for reports focused on a limted range of issues and of opportunities for

har moni zi ng the general guidelines regarding the formand content of reports,
the timng of consideration of reports, and the nmethods of work of the treaty
bodi es;

12. Urges States parties to contribute, individually and through
meetings of States parties, to identifying and inplenenting ways of further
stream i ning, rationalizing, avoiding duplication in and otherw se inproving
reporting procedures;

13. Urges States parties to make every effort to neet their reporting
obligations under United Nations human rights instruments;

14. Wel conmes the publication of the revised Manual on Human Ri ghts

Reporting, and requests the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts
to take the necessary neasures to ensure that the revised Manual will be
translated into all official |anguages at the earliest opportunity;

15. Wel cones the recommendati on nade at the neetings of the persons
chairing the human rights treaty bodies that a priority of the technica
cooperation programre of the Ofice of the H gh Commi ssioner for Human Ri ghts
shoul d be to provide assistance to States parties, upon their request, with
the inplenentati on of the United Nations human rights instruments and, in

particul ar, the recomendati on nade at the ninth neeting concerning the
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provi sion of assistance to States, upon their request, in the process of
rati fying such instrunents and the preparation of initial reports;

16. Invites States parties that have not yet submitted their initial
reports under United Nations human rights instrunents to avail thenselves,
where necessary, of technical assistance;

17. Encourages the human rights treaty bodies to continue to identify
specific possibilities for technical assistance, to be provided at the request
of the State concerned, in the regular course of their work of review ng the
periodic reports of States parties, and encourages States parties to consider
carefully the concludi ng observations of the treaty bodies in identifying
their needs for technical assistance;

18. Urges each State party whose report has been exam ned by a treaty
body to transl ate, publish and nmake available in its territory the full text
of the concluding observations of the treaty body on its report and to provide
adequate followup to those observati ons;

19. Wl conmes the contribution to the work of the human rights treaty
bodi es made by the specialized agencies and United Nations bodies, and
encour ages the specialized agenices and United Nations bodies, the Ofice of
the Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and the persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies to continue to explore specific nmeasures to intensify the
cooperation anong them and al so encourages in this context meetings of the
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies to invite, when appropriate,
seni or representatives of the specialized agencies and United Nations bodies
to attend their neetings;

20. Recogni zes the inportant role played by non-governnent al
organi zations in all parts of the world in the effective inplenmentation of al
human rights instrunents, and encourages the exchange of informati on between
the human rights treaty bodi es and such organi zati ons;

21. Recalls, with regard to the election of the nenbers of the human
rights treaty bodies, the inportance of giving consideration to equitable
geographic distribution of nmenbership and to the representation of the
principal |egal systens, and of bearing in mnd that the nmenbers shall be
el ected and serve in their personal capacity and shall be of high nora
character and recogni zed conpetence in the field of human rights, and
encourages States parties, individually and through nmeetings of States

parties, to consider howto give better effect to these principles;
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22. Wl conmes the continui ng enphasis by the persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies that the enjoyment of the human rights of wonen should be
monitored closely by each treaty body within the purview of its mandate and,
in this regard, welcones the request of the persons chairing the human rights
treaty bodies that the Division for the Advancenent of Wnen of the
Secretariat should prepare a study, for use by the United Nations High
Commi ssioner for Human Rights and the treaty bodies, anal ysing what each
treaty body has done to incorporate gender perspectives into its work and
maki ng practical suggestions about what each could do to further incorporate
gender perspectives;

23. Al so wel cones the contribution of the treaty bodies, within their

mandates, to the prevention of violations of human rights, in the context of
their consideration of reports under their respective human rights treaties;

24. Encour ages the persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies to
pursue at their next neeting the reform process ained at inproving the
effective inplenentation of international instruments on human rights;

25. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Comm ssion on
Human Rights at its fifty-sixth session on neasures taken to inplenment the
present resolution and obstacles to its inplenmentation, and on neasures taken
or planned to ensure financing and adequate staff and information resources
for the effective operation of the human rights treaty bodies;

26. Decides to consider the question on a priority basis at its
fifty-sixth session under the agenda itementitled “Effective functioning of

bodi es established pursuant to United Nations human rights instrunents”.



