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1. The situation in Mexico regarding the issues which affect indigenous
popul ati ons has not changed and persists two years after the signature of the
Agreenents of San Andrés. The problens are still unsol ved.

2. After two years, the Federal Governnent, instead of respecting the
Agreenents, is canpaigning agai nst organi zations, villages, conmunities and
i ndi genous | eaders. The CGovernnents actions show us the evidence of this
situation:

(a) The Government of Mexico has militarized the indigenous regions of
Chi apas, Guerrero, Oaxaca, Veracruz, Cuanajato, Puebla, Jalisco, Nayarit,
Tabasco, Canpeche. This mlitarization shows the fear the Government has of
t he voi ce of indigenous people. The nunber of government troops is grow ng
in Chiapas invading and carrying out interrogations in the Northern Zone
comunities, Selva, Altos de Chiapas, Sierra Mxe y Sierra Juarez, and the
repressi on continues at Loxichas in Oaxaca;

(b) There has been a canpai gn agai nst genui ne i ndi genous
representatives and | eaders, through intimdation, inprisonnment, torture and
murder in the regions of Chiapas, Guerrero, Oaxaca and Huasteca and, recently,
in Querétaro;

(c) The Governnent creates conflicts in the comunities arm ng
param litary groups which, supported by public security forces and even by the
Federal Army, sow terror throughout Chiapas, trying to do the same in other
regions of the country. The killing of Acteal, which is to be condemed in
every sense froma human point of view, is evidence of the Governnent's policy
of genoci de.

3. While in Chiapas the Governnent's dirty war enpties out the entire zone,
creating nore and nore di splaced persons who are surviving under inhuman
conditions but who still have the dignity to refuse any help fromthose who

put themin this dreadful situation, the Governnment continues to slander the
i ndi genous people and to refuse to hear their petitions.

4. The Government al so continues to persist in its nega-projects |like the
Tehuant epec Istnmo which, wi thout consulting the popul ati ons concerned, wll
rob the people of their natural resources, destroy their environment, break up
conmmunity life and allow nultinational enterprises to divide the country and
seize its riches for thensel ves

5. It is for all these reasons that the indigenous popul ations in Mexico
i nsi st:

(a) On conpliance with the Agreenents of San Andrés and that the
Federal Constitution recognizes the right of self-determnation expressed
t hrough aut onony;

(b) That the Governnment withdraw its contra proposal and that the
Gover nment support the original agreement of the COCOPA refornms dated
29 Novenber 1996

(c) That the Mexican Arny | eave the indigenous regions and return to
their barracks, adhering strictly to what is stated in the Constitution
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(d) That the material and intellectual authors of the Acteal nurders
be puni shed and the paramlitary groups be di sbanded and di sarnmed and their
i mpunity brought to an end;

(e) On a halt to the persecution, torture, jailing and nurder of
i ndi genous | eaders;

(f) On the liberation of prisoners who are the basis of Zapatista
support and the liberation of political prisoners;

(9) The protection of indigenous territories and |ands fromall those
who want to occupy them and reduce vital space for the enlargenent of
comunities;

(h) On the reformand inprovenent of article 27 of the Constitution to
return to the spirit in which it was originally conceived;

(i) On the cancellation and stopping of all the mega-projects started
by the Governnent and the transnational enterprises, and conpliance with the
agreement signed in San Andrés regarding consultation with the |Iocal and
i ndi genous popul ati ons for every project;

(J) On respect for sacred sites;

(k) Conpl i ance with |1 LO Convention No. 169 which was signed and
rati fied by the Mexican Governnent.

6. The i ndi genous popul ati ons are agai n consigned to oblivion in the
process of globalization in which Mexico is involved, and which was
accelerated in 1994 with the Free Trade Agreenment which was signed with the
Governnments of the United States and Canada. And at the nost extrene form
when the peoples' |ands are coveted either by the | andlords or the oil
urani um or | oggi ng conpani es whi ch undernmi ne people's lives. Al of this
along with a mlitary and paranilitary presence as the only response to their
struggl e for an equal society.

7. During our stay in Chiapas we were able to observe that the probl em of
land is still central to the conflict in Chiapas and that in the zones where
there has been occupation of |and or where the people have shown an ability to
organi ze, white guards and militarization seemto be the only answer given.

8. The i ndi genous popul ations feel that their only guarantee agai nst being
consuned by the process of the world econonic globalization is to struggle for
the recognition of their own rights and culture, their forns of organization
and the control over their natural resources. It is a struggle for surviva
and a rescue from oblivion, based on the nenories of their own way of l|ife.

9. The denocratic transition of Mexico will not take place at the expense

of the indigenous popul ations, but will only be possible to the extent that
their rights to denocracy, justice and freedom are guarant eed.



