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QUESTI ON OF CYPRUS

Letter dated 18 March 1998 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i. of
the Permanent M ssion of Turkey to the United Nations addressed
to the Secretary-CGeneral

| have the honour to transmit herewith a letter dated 18 March 1998
addressed to you by H s Excellency M. Aytug Pl iner, Representative of the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus.

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex, which
contains a letter dated 5 March 1998 from H s Excell ency M. Rauf R Denktas,
Presi dent of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, to the | eader of the G eek
Cypriot administration, M. dafcos Oerides, and a sunmary of the statenent
made by President Denktas in connection with the peace initiative of the Turkish
Cypriot side for the settlement of the Cyprus issue, could be circulated as a
docunent of the fifty-second session of the General Assenbly, under agenda
item 61, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Tuluy TANC
Arbassador
Chargé d' affaires a.i.

98-07204 (E) 230398 /...
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ANNEX

Letter dated 18 March 1998 from M. Aytug Pl Gnmer addressed to
t he Secretary- General

I have the honour to enclose herewith the text of a letter dated
5 March 1998 addressed by H s Excellency M. Rauf R Denktas, President of the
Turki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus, to the | eader of the Greek Cypriot
adm nistration, M. dafcos Oerides, and a sunmary of the statenent made by
Presi dent Denktas during a press conference held on 6 March 1998 in connection
with the peace initiative of the Turkish Cypriot side for the settlement of the
Cyprus issue.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and
its appendices circulated as a docunent of the fifty-second session of the
General Assenbly, under agenda item 61, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Aytug Pl umer
Representative
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus
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APPENDI X |

Letter dated 5 March 1998 from M. Rauf Denktas addressed to
M. dafcos derides

| would like to start this letter by congratulating you on your re-election
as the Geek Cypriot President. It seens that there is still a need for the
contribution of our generation to help our two peoples to live side by side in
peace.

| amsure you will agree with ne that we both continue to carry an historic
responsibility to find a new approach for the final settlement of the basic
questions which have burdened us for the past 34 years. W both renmenber well
the sad events which brought us to this point. At this critical nmonent | w sh
to focus on the future.

| am convinced that the best way to build a better future is first to reach
a comon understanding on the guiding principles which will shape that future.
Sincere conmitnent to those principles by both parties will give each side the
hope and the assurance that the outcome will be responsive to their rights,
needs and interests.

The fundamental point in the circunstances of Cyprus is clearly the
sovereign equality of the two sides based on the principles of symretry and
nutual respect. This neans the recognition by each party that the other is
equal ly entitled to the rights and privileges that it enjoys and wants for
itself. An unanbi guous nutual conmitment to these paraneters can reverse the
escal ation of the conflict and break the vicious circle that has inprisoned both
of our peoples over the years. It can also help the two sides bridge the gap
between the uncertainties of the present and their hopes for the future.

In shaping our future the basic requirenent is realism Realismin Cyprus
starts with the recognition of the fact that the independence and the
sovereignty of Cyprus were entrusted in 1960 to the Turki sh Cypriot people and
the Greek Cypriot people as the two founding partners of the "Republic of
Cyprus", with equal political status. Their separate rights to self-
determination were explicitly recognized in 1956 and 1958 by the United Ki ngdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and subsequently by the United Nations.

In other words, neither party can be the Government of the other or the
Gover nment of the whol e island.

The second i ndi spensabl e aspect of the same fact is the bal ance established
bet ween Turkey and Greece in Cyprus under the 1960 agreenents. Two inportant
prerequisites stemfromthese realities:

(a) Neither of the two sides have exclusive rights over the independence
and sovereignty of Cyprus;

(b) The bal ance established between Turkey and Greece has to be respected
and preserved.



A/ 52/ 834
S/ 1998/ 255
Engl i sh
Page 4

The 1960 partnership State was destroyed in 1963 by the Greek Cypriot side.
This was al so an attenpt to destroy the bal ance between Turkey and G eece which
culmnated in the 1974 coup designed to annex the island to G eece.

In the face of these grave devel opnents, the Turkish Cypriot people set up
their own administration under the Vice-President of Cyprus and later, in
exercise of their equal sovereign rights and after a | ong evol utionary process,
establ i shed the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus in 1983. At the sane tine,
they have insisted on the observance of the bal ance between Turkey and G eece.

It is not ny intention to go into history. But | nust point out that the
Turki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus was declared two decades after striving for
the restoration of the partnership State, eight years after the popul ation
exchange agreenent with you and only after the United Nations-facilitated tal ks
for a political settlement were frustrated by the Greek Cypriot side.

The failure to reach a federal settlenent, despite nmany years of
negoti ations, during which time your side flourished under the usurped and
fictitious title of the "Government of Cyprus" at the expense of our politica
and econom ¢ rights, and the ever-deepening mstrust resulting fromthis, have

made such a solution untenable. Indeed, the Greek Cypriot side has repeatedly
declared that it was not interested in a federal settlenent as envisaged by the
Secretary-General. The expectation that European Uni on nenbership woul d hel p

you fulfil your selfish designs has resulted in your side-stepping a United
Nations-facilitated solution by rejecting even the United Nations set of ideas.

| want to remnd you that your unilateral European Union application and
the treatment by the European Union of this application, under the influence of
Greece, as a bona fide valid application for the whole of Cyprus have been, for
us, the latest and gravest evidence that you have no intention of respecting our
rights and creating a new and workabl e partnership. Successive enbargo policies
of the Greek Cypriot Government, the denial of our equal political rights and a
readi ness to resort to the use of force to inpose your will, have denobnstrated
adequat el y your obsession w th acconplishing your declared aimof conpletely
Hel | eni zi ng Cyprus and dominating the Turkish Cypriot people.

These activities have been acconpanied by efforts to underm ne further the
bal ance between Turkey and Greece. The adoption and the persistent
i npl ementation of the joint mlitary doctrine with Geece, the opening of the
Paphos airbase to station Greek conbat aircraft and the prospective depl oynent
of sophisticated S-300 nmissiles put in jeopardy the security and stability of
the island, as well as the eastern Mditerranean.

Your departure fromthe agreed paraneters of the negotiating process,
clearly manifested in your rejection of the United Nations set of ideas, the
uni | ateral European Uni on menbershi p process you enbarked upon in tota
di sregard of the stipulation of the relevant treaties and the nmilitary
activities you have undertaken have rendered the search for a federal settlenent
even nore illusory. Under the prevailing conditions, insistence on such a
sol ution can even be dangerous. The path you have taken by departing fromthe
basis of the 1960 "state of affairs”, nanely the internal bal ance between our
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two peopl es and the external bal ance between the two guarantor notherl ands
prom ses not hing but further tension

In spite of all this and the fact that previous negotiating experiences
have been very costly for the Turkish Cypriot people, we still want peace and
cooperation on the island as well as peace and cooperation between Turkey and
G eece.

As we approach the year 2000, | believe we have to nake a new begi nning on
the basis of the realities | referred to above. As a result of what has
happened over the years, we now have two fully functioning denocratic states on
the island, each with its own people, territory and effective governnent,
nei t her one having the legal or noral rights to claimto be the governnent of
the other. Efforts to build a worthwhile future for both our peopl es nust
therefore be based on the acknow edgenent of the existence and equal status of
our respective states. Wat needs to be done nowis to work out an arrangenent
which will enable the two states to resolve certain basic matters, specifically
the final settlenent of reciprocal property clainms, security issues and the
del i neation of borders. |If we can do this, we will have achieved a new platform
upon which the two peoples of the island and their states can peaceful |y coexi st
wi t hout clai ms agai nst one another. Wen the two sides do reach this stage and
create a climate of confidence then they may be in a position to visualize a
joint future.

The time has come for both of us to show the necessary | eadership so that
future generations do not go through the bitter experiences that both you and
have endured, and instead equally benefit, in peace, nmutual respect and
cooperation, fromthe many opportunities that our island and regi on generously
offer. Qur primary aimmnust be the i medi ate achi evenent of a working
rel ati onshi p between our two states so that peace, stability and nutual trust
can be secured and the danger of a new conflict is averted.

(Signed) Rauf R DENKTAS
Pr esi dent
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APPENDI X ']

Summary of the statenment nmade by M. Rauf Denktas during a
press conference on 6 March 1998

| look to the future of Cyprus with optimism | believe that it is
possible to make Cyprus a bridge of peace between the two guarantor notherl ands
t hrough a bal anced settl enent.

If the structure established in 1960 in the formof an internal and
external bal ance had not been destroyed with the objective of converting Cyprus
into a Geek Cypriot republic, today there would have been no issue called the
Cyprus issue.

Qur efforts for the past 34 years to re-establish this bal ance have to rest
on a realistic foundation

In the circumstances in Cyprus today, sovereign equality based on nutua
respect and a symmetry in relations has to be the basic starting point. W can
enbed t hese fundamental s, which constitute the basis of the 1960 Agreenents, on
a new foundati on.

Wth the letter | sent to M. Cerides yesterday | have taken a new
initiative towards the establishnent of peace, stability and confidence between
the two peoples and two states on the island.

Qur efforts undertaken for building the future nust be based on the
acknow edgerment of the existence and equal status of the two peoples and two
st at es.

| propose to M. Cerides that we settle certain fundanental issues before
us. These issues are the final settlement of reciprocal property clainms,
security issues and the delineation of borders. Once these issues are settled,
we will reach the phase where it is possible to shape and visualize a joint
future.

There is the need for a new approach and a new beginning. Only then can we
attain a new Cyprus where the two peoples will live side by side in peace and
security.

Qur peoples desire peace. Wth this newinitiative | amcalling upon
M. Cerides to join me in establishing a realistic peace and a new Cyprus. |f
we refrain fromactions which overlook this reality, the road to bridges of
goodwi Il will be opened.

| hope that M. Cerides will not fail to denonstrate this political wll.
W have before us a new and historical opportunity. W nust use this
opportunity jointly.
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This norning | learned that M. Cerides refused to receive ny letter. |
regard this as a mssed opportunity for M. Cerides. He has alleged that ny
views did not conformw th the 1977 and 1979 hi gh-level agreements.

| ask whether the Greek Cypriot side's unilateral bid for European Union
nenbership is in accordance with the high-level agreenents, which stipulate the
non-al i gnnment of Cyprus. O is the construction of the nmilitary airbase in
Paphos for use by Greece and the depl oynent of S-300 missiles in accordance with
these agreenents? It is very unfortunate for M. Cerides that he is attenpting
to realize full nenbership in the European Union in the shadow of the S-300
m ssil es.

Today | do not want to tal k about such matters any further. | call upon
M. Cerides to seize this opportunity rather than letting it pass by. | ask
hi mnot to overlook these realistic proposals, which will assist us in
establishing a future which will benefit both peoples in Cyprus.

| have also inforned the Secretary-General regarding ny letter and
proposals. | amaddressing the international comunity. A historic opportunity
has arisen for the settlenent of a 34-year-old question, the attainment of peace
and stability in the region, the prevention of new issues of discord and the
realization of a new Cyprus. Let us join together in seizing this opportunity.



