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| have the honour to transmit herewith a letter dated 3 March 1998
addressed to you by H s Excellency M. Aytug Pl iner, Representative of the
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus.

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex coul d
be circulated as a docunent of the fifty-second session of the General Assenbly,
under agenda item 61, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Huseyin E. CELEM
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Letter dated 3 March 1998 from M. Aytug Pl Gner addressed to
t he Secretary- General

Upon instructions fromny Governnent, | have the honour to refer to the
letter dated 17 February 1998 addressed to you by the Greek Cypriot
representative at the United Nations which contains allegations regarding
cultural property in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (A 52/794-

S/ 1998/ 133) .

The Greek Cypriot representative once again refers to the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus as an "occupied area". | wish to underline that the only
occupation in Cyprus is the 35-year-old usurpation and occupation of the
legitimate seat of governnent of the once bi-comunal Republic of Cyprus by the
G eek Cypriot regine in the South.

Unf ounded al |l egations of the "systematic plundering” of cultural property
in Northern Cyprus have been anply dealt with in our previous comunications
addressed to you, nost recently in ny letter dated 22 January 1998 (A/ 52/ 778-
S/1998/74). | will therefore confine nyself to highlighting the salient aspects
of the matter in question

Contrary to what is claimed, it is the Greek Cypriot side that has al ways
tried to eradicate all traces of the Turkish-Mslimheritage of Cyprus, in
particular during the years between 1963 and 1974, when they attenpted to
"cleanse" the island of its ethnic Turkish population through brute violence and
oppression. During this tragic period, nosques, shrines and other places of
Muslimworship in 103 villages across the island were destroyed. Today, the
Geek Cypriot administration is still perpetuating a policy of religious
i ntol erance and show ng undi sgui sed contenpt towards the Islamc heritage in
Sout h Cyprus.

Regarding the allegations made in the said letter of the Geek Cypriot
representative over the conversion of a nunber of churches into nosques or their
bei ng given new functions related to the needs of contenporary life, it should
be re-enphasi zed that conservation of historic buildings through use is not only
perm ssi bl e but al so reconmended under relevant international instruments.

One cannot hel p but ponder the question as to what the G eek Cypriot
representative, who readily notes the argunent concerning the reuse of historic
bui | di ngs, woul d have to say about the Greek Cypriot side's wilful destruction
of 103 nosques during the period from 1963 to 1974 and whether that action
conforns to the "international [aw' and rel evant conventions that he so keenly
pays lip service to.

The Turki sh Cypriot side has done and is doing everything within its neans
to preserve the cultural heritage of Northern Cyprus. Turkish Cypriot
authorities have invited international organizations to extend financial and
techni cal assistance to Northern Cyprus with a view to supporting its efforts
towards the preservation of its cultural heritage. The G eek Cypriot side, for
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its part, is doing its utnbst to prevent these international organizations from
extendi ng any assistance to Northern Cyprus. This is a clear illustration of
the hypocrisy and insincerity of the Geek Cypriot admnistration

The Greek Cypriot side has systematically attacked, destroyed or treated
with utter disrespect cultural and religious nmonunents, places of worship and
other elenents of culture belonging to the Turkish-Mislimheritage of the
island. In view of the above, the Greek Cypriot side's allegations regarding
cultural property appear to be an attenpt to cover up its own m sdeeds, past and
present, in Cyprus.

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter could be circul ated
as a docunent of the fifty-second session of the General Assenbly, under agenda
item 61, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Aytug PLUMER
Representative
Tur ki sh Republic of Northern Cyprus



