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| DENTI CAL LETTERS DATED 12 MARCH 1998 FROM THE PERMANENT

REPRESENTATI VE OF TURKEY TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED

TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE
SECURI TY COUNCI L

Upon instructions fromny Governnent, | have the honour to transmt
herewith the text of the note verbale dated 11 March 1998 presented by the
Governnent of Turkey to the Governnment of Greece for settlenment of the problens
in the Aegean (see annex).

| would be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex coul d
be circulated as a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) Huseyin E. CELEM
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Note verbal e dated 11 March 1998 presented by the Governnent
of Turkey to the Governnent of G eece

The Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey presents its
conplinents to the Enbassy of Greece and, with reference to the latter's note
No. 1323/ 75/ 752 dated 26 February 1998, concerning the reply of the Governnent
of Greece to the Turkish Governnent's proposals conveyed through the Mnistry's
note verbal e No. DHGY-329 dated 12 February 1998, has the honour to conmunicate
the foll ow ng:

Turkey has given due consideration to the reply put forward by the
Governnent of Geece through the letter dated 20 February 1998 of H s Excell ency
M. Theodoros Pangal os, Mnister for Foreign Affairs of Greece, in response to
the Turkish proposals contained in its above referred note.

The general conclusion drawn fromthe content of the said letter is that
the Greek Governnent has declined to consider favourably these proposals and has
adopted a negative position.

Turkey is of the opinion that an inportant opportunity to settle al
Tur ki sh-Greek differences by peaceful means and to devel op good- nei ghbourly
rel ati ons between the two countries which would contribute to peace and security
in the region is being disregarded by G eece.

The mai n cause of the tension prevailing in the Aegean is the existence of
unresol ved probl ens between Turkey and Greece. In this light, the position
taken by Greece to decline once again peaceful settlenent of these disputes is
not hel pful.

Turkey wi shes to avoid further deterioration in our relations. It is
determined to pursue its efforts for reaching lasting solutions to the
out st andi ng di sagreenents and wi shes to invite Geece to contribute in good
faith to these efforts.

The exi stence of a nunber of outstanding differences over the Aegean is an
objective reality. This cannot be denied by describing themas unilatera
clains. Many of these problens have arisen fromone-sided Geek decisions which
are in conflict with international |aw and practice, such as the Greek nationa
ai rspace claim which no country recogni zes. These disputes are serious.
Therefore, their tinely identification and settlenment require thorough
consideration and efforts in goodwill by both Greece and Turkey. It is with
this understanding that the starting point of the Turkish peace initiative of
12 February 1998 was to invite Geece to identify jointly the entire set of
interrelated problens in the Aegean, as a first step in this process.

The prelimnary stage of a dispute settlenent process requires the
identification of all the problens so that both countries can cone to an
agreenent on determnmining the appropriate means of settlenent to be applied to
each of them



S/ 1998/ 235
Engl i sh
Page 3

Turkey wi shes to urge Greece to desist fromthe evasive attitude it has
persistently adopted towards various Turkish proposals, as it blocks a serious
approach to the issues between the two countries.

Turkey genuinely wi shes and is committed to the resolution of the
out standi ng di sagreenents related to the Aegean through peaceful means, based on
nut ual consent, including appropriate third-party procedures best suited to
their specific nature. The essential requirenents such as the form basis,
scope, terns and conditions of such neans shoul d necessarily be di scussed
between the parti es.

Turkey is of the opinion that, in the nmeanwhile, it is essential that both
Turkey and Greece should exercise the utnost restraint and refrain from any
action that might lead to the aggravation of the situation in the Aegean. It is
al so inperative that both countries respect each other's legitimate and vita
interests and concerns in the Aegean and refrain fromunilateral acts, as they
have undertaken in the Madrid Declaration. Turkey takes the commitnents in the
said Declaration seriously and expects Greece to do the sane.

Turkey sees no rational e behind the unfavourable reply of the G eek
Governnent to its proposal to formalize the Madrid Declaration of 8 July 1997,
since this Declaration enbodies inmportant principles which should be respected
unreservedly by both countries.

The issue of confidence-building measures was included in the Turkish
proposals so that both countries would express a firmand unequi vocal conmitnent
to devel op and mutually inplenent themas an integrated whole in collaboration
with the Secretary-General of the North Atlantic Treaty O gani zation. Turkey
expects Geece to reaffirmits readiness and political will to inplement fully
all the confidence-building measures enunerated in the 1988 Menoranda of
Under st andi ng, as well as those proposed by the Secretary-General.

Turkey would Iike to offer the following conments in relation to the
argunents raised in the Geek reply of 20 February 1998 concerning acceptance by
Turkey of the conpul sory jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice by a
uni l ateral declaration under article 36 (2) of the Statute of the Court. It
will be recalled that, in 1993, Geece for the first time recognized the Court's
jurisdiction in this sense, but with a reservation. This reservation is unique,
since it explicitly aims to exclude certain breaches of contractual obligations,
deriving fromthe provisions of the international agreenents, fromthe
jurisdiction of the Court.

The course of action proposed by Turkey is in full conformty with
international |aw and practice and offers a nore realistic approach to naking
progress towards a | asting and conprehensive settlement of the outstanding
differences related to the Aegean

The reply given by Greece regarding the "Wsenen" process does not reflect
the realities. The contribution of the Presidency of the European Union to the
"W senen" procedure has not been nore than a facilitating role in exchanging the
letters of the Goup nmenbers. According to its agreed mandate, activation of
the "Wsenmen" procedure depends solely on the willingness of Turkey and G eece.
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In fact, it was because of this lack of willingness on the part of Geece that
the Group has been unable to convene since May 1997 and study all disputes
between the two countries.

Turkey has al ways been in favour of neetings between the Mnisters for
Foreign Affairs of the two countries, as well as between their senior diplomts,
with a viewto setting in notion a process of peaceful settlenment, starting with
the identification of issues between Turkey and Greece. The delimtation of the
continental shelf which is one of the problens to be resolved shall al so be
taken up in the context of these discussions. It will be appreciated that
neetings to be held on the margins of international gatherings that are not
desi gned for the aforenenti oned purpose will not provide the best format in view
of the nature and seriousness of the Aegean issues that divide our two
countries.

Turkey hopes that its aforenentioned considerations and views will be

studied by the Greek Governnent in the constructive spirit in which they are
present ed.



