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Situation of the Bahd'is in Iran

1. Since the Islam c Revol utionary regine took power in lran in 1979,
Baha' is have been harassed and persecuted solely on account of their religious
beliefs. They have repeatedly been offered relief from persecution if they
were prepared to recant their Faith.

2. Wth approximately 300,000 nenbers, the Bahda'i Faith is Iran's |argest
religious mnority, but it is not recognized as a religion by the Iranian
Constitution. The Islamic regine refers to it as a heresy and a conspiracy.
As “unprotected infidels” Bahd'is have no legal rights, although Iran is a
signatory of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Ri ghts which
guar antees freedom of religious belief.

3. A secret lranian governnent docunent published by the United Nations
Conmi ssion on Human Rights in 1993 confirns that Iran's anti-Baha'i actions
reflect deliberate governnment policy. Produced by Iran's Suprene

Revol utionary Cultural Council on 25 February 1991 and approved by the Islamc
Republic's Suprenme Leader, this docunent sets forth specific guidelines for
dealing with “the Baha'i question” so that Baha'i “progress and devel opnment
shal |l be blocked”. It is no less than a blueprint for the slow strangul ation
of the Bah&'i community.

The Baha'i religious mnority in Iran

4, The Bah&'i comunity in Iran poses no threat to the authorities. The
principles of the Bahd'i Faith require Bahd' is to be obedient to their
Governnment and to avoid partisan political involvement, subversive activity
and all forns of violence. The Bahd'i community in Iran is not aligned with
any CGovernnent, ideology or opposition novenent.

5. The Bah&d'is seek no special privileges. They desire only their rights
under the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, of which Iran is a signatory,
including the right to life, the right to profess and practise their religion
the right to liberty and security of person, and the right to education and
wor k.

Recent changes in the situation

6. Since Novenber 1997 there have been 11 Baha'is arrested and inprisoned,
bringing the total number of Bah&'is in prison in Iran by reason of their
Faith to 21.

7. Recently, the authorities have been arresting Bahd'is on the excuse
that they do not have work permts. The |aw states that anyone who works or
is self-enployed has to have a work permt, but this is a law that has rarely
been enforced as the unenploynent rate in the country is so high. Any
requests by Bahd'is for work pernmits are alnost certain to be denied.

8. M. Nasir lgani who was inprisoned in August 1997 has been rel eased
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Executions, death sentences and i npri sonnent

9. Since 1979, nore than 200 Baha'is have been killed and 15 others
have di sappeared and are presuned dead. In July 1997 two Baha'is,
M. Masha'llah Enayati and M. Shahram Reza'i, were killed because of their

religious beliefs.

10. M. Masha'llah Enayati, a 63-year-old Baha'i resident of Tehran, died
on 4 July 1997, after being severely beaten while in custody. During a visit
to his native village of Ardistan to attend a Bah&'i neeting, M. Enayati was
arrested under circunstances which are not clear. He was taken to prison in

| sfahan, where he was severely beaten on all parts of the body. It appears
that he was held in prison for about a week, before being taken to a hospita
where he eventually passed away. M. Enayati's death certificate is worded in
a nost unusual way, suggesting that the doctor hinmself may have been under
threat. Under “cause of death” the doctor entered in his own handwiting,
“wll be known |ater”.

11. M. Shahram Reza'i, a young Bah&'i serving as a conscript in the
Iranian arnmy on a mlitary base near the city of Rasht, was shot in the

head by his superior officer on 6 July 1997 and died the foll owing day. The
of fi cer concerned, who was responsible for weapons training, naintained that
the bullets were fired in error. He was released after a few days, once it
was determ ned that the dead soldier was a Bahd'i. The court excused the

of ficer of paying the blood noney normally required in such instances,
ordering himto pay just the cost of the three bullets used to kil

M. Reza'i. M. Reza'i is the seventh Baha'i in Iran engaged in conpul sory
mlitary service to have been slain by officers or other soldiers.

12. Arbitrary arrests of Baha'is continue, with a narked increase in the
nunber of short-termarrests in various areas of the country. During the past
three years nore than 200 Bahd'is have been arrested and detai ned for periods
rangi ng from 48 hours to six nonths in cities such as Yazd, |sfahan, Siman,
Babul , Kirmanshah, Mashhad, Shiraz, Tankabun, Ahvaz, Kirman, Karaj, Qa'im
Shahr and Tehr an.

13. As of January 1998 the followi ng 21 Bahd'is were being held in prisons
because of their religious beliefs:

Nanme Date of Arrest Char ge Sent ence

M. Bi hnam M t haqi 29 April 1989 Zioni st Bahd'i Deat h
activities

M . Kayvan Khal aj abadi 29 April 1989 Zionist Bahd'i Deat h
activities

M. Misa Tali bi 7 June 1994 Teaching the Deat h
Fai t h, Apostasy

M. Dhabi hu'llah Mahram 6 Septenber 1995  Apostasy Deat h



E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ NGO 13

page 4

M.

M.
Dhabi hi - Mugaddam

M.
Naj af abad

M.
Nasiri zadi h

= 3353533

Mansur Haddadan

Kanyar Ruhi

Arman Dam shqi

Kur ush Dhabi hi

Jamal Haj i pur

M hr abkhani

Mansur

Ruhu’ |  ah Rawhan

Nasir Qadiri

Si rus

Hi dayat Kashi fi

Ata' u' |l ah Ham d

Kur osh Daneshgar
Kurosh Pirjamal

Si amak Manouchehri
Vaf a Chayour
Behnam Jahangi ri

Saeed Azim

29 February 1996

29 February 1996

Early 1996

Early 1996

May/ June 1997

May/ June 1997

20 Septenber 1997

5 Novenber 1997

Cct./Nov. 1997

Cct./Nov. 1997

Oct./Nov. 1997

24 Decenber 1997
24 Decenber 1997
24 Decenber 1997
24 Decenber 1997
5 January 1998

10 January 1998

Hol di ng
children's art
exhi bition

Hol di ng
children's art
exhi bition

M sconduct
(refused to
recant)

M sconduct
(refused to
recant)

Charge and
sent ence

Charge and
sent ence

Enrolling a
Musliminto
the Faith
Cont i nui ng
“Fam ly Life”
meet i ngs
Conti nui ng
“Fam ly Life”
meet i ngs
Conti nui ng
“Fam ly Life”
meet i ngs
Conti nui ng
“Fam ly Life”
nmeet i ngs

wor k permt
wor k permt
wor k permt

wor k permt

wor k permt

& & & & & &

wor k permt

3 years

5 years

8 years

8 years

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

3 years

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown



E/ CN. 4/ 1998/ NGO 13
page 5

Denial of the right to organize as a peaceful religious community

14. Since 1983 the Baha'i community has been denied the right to officially
assenble and the right to maintain its admnistrative institutions, those
denocratically el ected governing bodies which in other countries organize

and administer the religious activities of the community. Since the Bahd'i
Faith has no clergy, the denial of the rights to elect and organi ze these
institutions threatens the very existence of a viable religious conmunity.
These sacred institutions performmany of the functions reserved to clergy in
other religions and are the foundational element of Bah&'i community life.

Confiscation and destruction of community properties

15. Baha'i ceneteries, holy places, historical sites, adm nistrative centres
and ot her assets were seized shortly after the 1979 revolution. No properties
have been returned and nmany have been destroyed.

16. A Bah&'i holy place in Uumyyih was denolished in Decenber 1996. This
property, which was in the possession of the Revol utionary CGuards, belonged to
a Baha'i organization, all of whose properties have been confiscated. The
property has been destroyed to be replaced by a new building, the construction
of which is still in process.

17. On 30 June 1993, the Baha'i International Community was notified that
bul | dozers were being used to excavate a section of the Baha'i cenetery in
Tehran to make way for construction of a nunicipal cultural centre. |Iranian
authorities responded to international protests with contradictory

expl anations, both denying and confirm ng the destruction of the cenetery.
Approxi mately 15,000 graves have been desecrated in this project.

18. Sei zure of ceneteries throughout Iran has created problens for Baha'is,
who have difficulties burying their dead and identifying grave sites. They
are permtted access only to areas of wasteland which the Governnment has
designated for their use, and are not permtted to mark the graves of their

| oved ones.

Confiscation of properties belonging to Bahd'is

19. The property rights of Bahd'is are generally disregarded. Since 1979,
| arge nunbers of private and business properties belonging to Baha'is,
i ncl udi ng hones and farns, have been arbitrarily confiscated.

20. The bel ongi ngs of hundreds of Bah&'is have been confiscated throughout
Iran, including nore than 150 cases in Yazd in 1995. 1In recent nonths the
properties of 60 Baha'i fanmilies were confiscated, including those of a blind
wonman, despite protests by her neighbours. In tw cases the residents were
evicted and their furniture was placed in the street. There are 10 other
cases of property confiscations currently in process. According to reliable
reports, the majority of the Bahd'is in Yazd are now prohi bited from
conducti ng any business transactions. Attenpts to have the central Governnent
bring pressure to bear on the authorities in Yazd to aneliorate the
circunstances of the Bah&d'is have been unsuccessful
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21. Sei zure of personal properties, together with the denial of access
to education and enploynment, is eroding the econonic base of the Baha'i
conmuni ty.

Deni al of enploynent, pensions and other benefits

22. The confiscation of property is only one of the ways in which the
Governnment is systemmtically weakening the econom ¢ base of the Bahd'i
conmunity. Many Bah&'is in Iran have al so been deprived of the neans to earn
aliving. 1In the early 1980s nore than 10,000 Baha'is were dism ssed from
positions in governnent and educational institutions because of their
religious beliefs. Mny remain unenpl oyed and receive no unenpl oyment
benefits. The pensions of Baha'is disnissed on religious grounds were
term nated; sone of the Bahd'is have even been required to return salaries
or pensions paid to them Baha'i farmers are denied adnission to farners'
cooperatives, which are often the only sources of credit, seeds, pesticide
and fertilizer.

Deni al of access to education

23. An entire generation of Bahad'is has been systematically barred from
hi gher education in legally recognized public and private institutions of
learning in lran. The Governnent recently changed the four-year high schoo
to three years and nmade the fourth year a pre-university year. Diplomas are
awarded to students, including Bahd'is, at the end of their third year of
hi gh school. The high school diploma is required to obtain entry to the
pre-university year, and that year is required for adm ssion to technica
school s and ot her educational institutes. Bah&'is, however, are precluded
fromentry to the pre-university year, even if they hold a high schoo

di pl oma, and so are denied access to these institutions of higher education
To our know edge, nmenbers of no other religious group are deprived in this
way.

24. The Bahd'i Faith places a high value on education, and Bahd'is had been
anong the best-educated groups in Iran. The denial of access to higher
education and recently being deprived of the fourth year of high school is
denoralizing to Baha'i youth. This erosion of the educational |evel of

the community is, as its authors envisioned, inevitably |leading to the

i mpoveri shnent of the community.

Denial of civil rights and liberties

25. Unlike Christianity, Judai smand Zoroastrianism the Bahd'i Faith is not
recogni zed in the Iranian Constitution, and therefore Baha'is fall into the
category of “unprotected infidels”, whose rights can be ignored with inpunity.
In general, the pressures placed on the Bahd'is by the judicial system have

i ncreased.

26. Nei ther Baha'i marriage nor divorce is legally recognized in Iran, and
the right of Baha'is to inherit is denied. For exanple, a Bahd'i was recently
prevented fromreceiving her rightful share in the inheritance follow ng the
deat h of her daughter. The Mnistry of Justice, Tehran Civil Court, issued a
Certification of Inheritance which states that the only heir of the deceased
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is her husband, a Muslim *“... because the other inheritors are Baha'is, and
subject to article No. 881 of the Civil Law'. On appeal, the Central Public
Court ruled that this woman's objection to the previous verdict * is

unf ounded because she has frankly admitted to the court that she is a Bahd'i”.
Until 1995, attenpts to gain probate were permitted if carried out in a
speci al way; however, since 1996, Baha'is have been strictly forbidden to seek
probat e.

27. The freedom of Baha'is to travel outside or inside Iran is often inpeded
by Iranian authorities or even denied. Although the last year has w tnessed
an increase in the nunber of Iranian Baha'is given passports, this does not
represent a change in policy on the part of the Iranian Government.

28. Furthernmore, in a nunber of comunities the practice of sunmoning
Bahd'is to the security offices on various specious pretexts and insulting
and belittling them so as to create fear in their famlies and weaken their
spirits, still continues unabated.



