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The obj ective of ECE operational activities is to help countries to benefit
more fully fromthe regular activities of ECE: norms and standard-setting, policy
debate, and the collection and provision of information and dat a.

The foll owi ng i ssues deserve particul ar consideration

- operational activities organized with sub-regi onal groupings and
initiatives have a larger inpact as they benefit all countries which are
menbers of these entities. The Commi ssion may therefore wi sh to consider
whet her priority should be given to demands emanating from sub-regi ona
groupings or initiatives.

-  the pace and effects of economc reforns are uneven. Therefore the
Commi ssion may wi sh to consi der whether operational activities should be
primarily directed towards the neediest countries in transition, taking
into account the thrust and focus of the assistance provided by other
organi sations and institutions, in particular the European Union

- participation in regular ECE neetings is the best way for countries to
become famliar with the instrunments devel oped by the Comm ssion and to
ensure that their concerns are addressed. As associated travel costs are
consi derabl e, the Conm ssion may wish to invite PSBs to programme, as nuch
as possi ble, workshops and sem nars on the eve of their regular neetings,
thus mnimzing travel expenditures.
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I NTRODUCTI ON

1. The countries in transition of central and eastern Europe have nmade
significant but unequal progress in adapting their econom es to market conditions
by introduci ng market econony |egislation, standards, pricing policies and
privatization. Now they are entering the next stage of devel opment on the road to
their integration into the gl obal market economy and the European economy which
requires consolidation and strengthening of institutions, policies and practices
ai med at obtaining the full benefit from market econony mechanisnms. At this stage
their needs for technical assistance, which are increasing in demand, are nore
speci al i zed.

2. Thanks to the team of regional advisers, ECE technical assistance is delivered
at short notice and wi thout an excess of bureaucracy. Follow ng the adoption of the
ECE reformin April 1997, a Coordinating Unit for Operational Activities was
established to deal with issues and activities which, within the ECE nmandat e,
respond to the needs of specific groups of countries: countries in transition, sets
of countries belonging to the sane sub-region or groups of countries spread

t hroughout the region but having a conmon interest in a specific issue where ECE
has a recogni sed expertise. The Unit’s role is to support and, when necessary,
coordi nate operational activities undertaken by ECE s Divisions, including by the
Regi onal Advi sers.

3. The forms and net hods of operational activities vary according to the needs of
the recipient country(ies) and sub-regions. They may involve:

- consul tative and advi sory mi ssions, undertaken by both Regi onal Advisers
and regul ar staff;

- preparation and inplenentation of specific programes, both issue- and
sub-regi on-orient ed;

- preparation of project proposals;

- organi zati on of workshops, sem nars, study tours, training progranmes,
conferences and ot her expert group neetings.

- preparati on of case studies, surveys and substantive docunents;

- col l ection and di ssem nation of statistical data and information, using in
particular the World Wde Wb.

These activities are carried out in many cases in close cooperation wth other
i nternational, national and regi onal organizations such as UNDP, UNEP, UNFPA
ESCAP, the World Bank, EBRD, OECD, EU, Council of Europe, Eurostat, the d oba
Environment Facility (GEF), USAID, etc.

4, Tables 1 and 2 describe respectively the activities of regional advisers and
provide a list of workshops, semi nars, study tours and training courses which have
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taken place since April 1997. These include activities organized directly by ECE or
those to which ECE has contributed or given support. Annex | of the report

provi des nore descriptive and detailed information on the orientations of the

assi stance provi ded, by sector.

l. COOPERATI ON W TH SUBREG ONAL ORGANI ZATI ONS AND | NI TI ATI VES

5. In the course of 1997, operational activities undertaken in cooperation wth,
or in the framework of, sub-regional organizations or initiatives have
significantly increased. Agreements with the Central European Initiative (CEl),
the Bl ack Sea Econom ¢ Cooperation (BSEC), and the Conmonweal th of | ndependent
States (CIS) as well as support to the Southeast European Cooperative Initiative
(SECI) and the soon-to-be | aunched Special Programme for the Econom es of Centra
Asi a (SPECA) should reinforce this trend. Cooperation with sub-regi onal groupings
and initiatives has sone nmerits: it pronotes greater awareness and use of

i nstruments devel oped at intergovernnmental |evel within ECE by benefiting fromthe
political visibility of these groupings and it increases the country coverage of

ECE assistance. |In addition, it avoids the devel opnment by these groupi ngs of
conpeting policies or instrunents which would create confusion at governnenta
I evel. The inconvenience is that this approach is less flexible and denands nore

preparati on and coordination than country assistance.

6. Cooperation with BSEC, the CElI and the CI' S includes the exchange of

i nformation, provision of expertise within avail able resources, and joint

organi sati on and support of activities which are nutually agreed upon in advance.
Tabl e 3 of the report provides sone specific details on ECE's cooperation with
these initiative/sub-regional groupings. The cooperation between ECE and these
entities has been or will be fornmalized in different manners.

7. A Menorandum of Under standi ng between ECE and the Central European Initiative
(CEl) is expected to be signed in the near future. ECE is already supporting CE
activities on small and nedi um si zed enterprises (SMEs) and has prepared project
proposals in the field of sustainable energy devel opnent. In November 1997 it was
al so decided to cooperate on concrete projects in the environnent sector

8. Cooperation with the Interstate Econom c Comrittee of the Econom ¢ Uni on of
the C'S, which ains at stinulating economc reforms and at harnoni zi ng norns and
standards, has been formalized in a Menorandum on Interaction and a Protocol for

t he exchange of information signed in April 1997. This was followed by the

el aboration of a detailed progranme of cooperation relating to a nunmber of sectors
(see Table 3) and the secretariat has established direct contacts with relevant CI'S
institutions. Cooperation with the CIS Interstate Statistical Comrmittee has been
particularly fruitful. ECE also cooperated with the CIS Interstate Ecol ogica
Council and Interstate Econonmic Conmittee in the organization of the Internationa
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Conf erence on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent of Countries in Transition held in Mnsk in
April 1997.

9. ECE and the Bl ack Sea Econom ¢ Cooperation (BSEC) secretariats have had
several exchanges of views and letters on possible cooperation. This cooperation
is already at work in energy and SME devel opnent, as shown in Table 3. [In Decenber
it was agreed between the SECI Coordi nator, the Executive Secretary of ECE and the
Secretary-Ceneral of BSEC to extend, when feasible and useful, SECI projects to
non- SECI participating BSEC countries. This will particularly be the case for
border crossing and electricity grids.

10. The Sout heast European Cooperative Initiative (SECI) was set up in Decenber
1996 with the ai mof encouragi ng cooperation anong the countries of the region and
facilitating the access of southeast Europe to European integration. The ECE was
requested to provide SECI with technical assistance in helping it to discharge its
t asks.

11. The ECE secretariat prepared a nunber of project proposals for the first
meeting of the SECI Agenda Conmittee (January 1997), out of which six projects were
sel ected (see Table 3) and |lead countries for their inplenentation were identified.
At the |ast Agenda Committee neeting in January 1998 one additional project was
decided on - Interconnection of Electricity Gids. 1In addition, a project proposa
on Cooperation anong Stock Exchanges of the Regi on has been prepared and circul ated
to members of the Agenda Conmittee

12. The SECI ad hoc project groups work along two conplenentary lines. The first
one consists of sinplification and harnonization of rules and procedures as well as
exchange of experiences or ad hoc studies. The second one consists of el aboration
of bankabl e projects necessary for inproving infrastructure or training and the
identification of appropriate funding. ECE contributes fully to the first Iine by
sharing its instruments (conventions, |aws, standards and gui delines) which
facilitate good neighbourly relations and integration into the ECE region. ECE can
al so contribute to feasibility studies and preparation of bankabl e projects.
However, it is the task of the Coordinator and of the Supporting States to find
public or private financing for projects. |In this connection, the results of the
nmeeti ngs of the Project G oups have been considered by neetings of the SEC

Busi ness Advi sory Council (BAC) as part of the efforts being made to secure
financi al support for the projects and the involvenent of the business comunity in
their inmplementation.

13. The European Comnri ssion, the EBRD and the World Bank participate in many of
the neetings of the ad hoc Project G oups and of the Agenda Conmittee; this ensures
consi stency between the different support provided to the SECI countries and avoi ds
duplication.
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14. The Special Programme for Econonies of Central Asia (SPECA) was initiated by
the President of Kazakhstan and supported by the UN Secretary-Ceneral who asked the
Executive Secretaries of ECE and ESCAP to conmbine their efforts in devel oping and

i mpl enenting a regional programme. In its approach it is inspired by SECI despite
the fact that, at this stage, the very useful role of Coordi nator may have to be
pl ayed by the secretariat. |Its aimis to devel op cooperation anong the five

central Asian countries and to facilitate their integration into both Asia and
Europe. Project areas should be agreed upon soon (see Table 3)and | ead countries
identified. It is expected that the selected areas will be mainly those in which
there are few possibilities to make significant progress w thout regiona
cooperation, such as water managenent, hydropower energy, trade facilitation and
transport as well as areas where exchanges of experience and harnoni zati on of
policies are nutually benefi ci al

15. A special feature of SPECA is that it is jointly pronoted by ECE and ESCAP
with the assistance of the UN Resident Coordinators. The strong support given by
the Secretary-General is expected to secure the contribution of other concerned UN
entities to SPECA

1. COOPERATI ON W TH THE MEDI TERRANEAN

16. The Mediterranean area includes not only countries belonging to ECE but al so
those bel onging to ESCWA and ECA. As the sub-region is heterogenous in nature,
conpri sing devel oping countries, transition econom es and advanced narket
economes, it is sonetines difficult to speak of Mediterranean interests per se.
Furthernore, the interests of sonme Mediterranean countries are |inked to those of
ot her sub-groups of countries. Thus, for exanple, the concerns of sone
Medi t erranean countries are being addressed in the framework of SECI. In addition
the Trans European North-South Mdtorway (TEM and the Trans European Railway (TER)
proj ects both have a southern European/ Mediterranean di mension

17. Despite the diversity of needs and interests, there are cross-cutting thenes
of general concern to nost, if not all, countries in the Mediterranean area. These
i nclude issues relating to air and water pollution, water management, energy supply
and consunption, transport and trade relations, all of which feature in the ECE
Programme of Wbrk as matters of priority to all ECE nenmber countries.

18. In view of previously expressed concerns by ECE Mediterranean

menber countries, the Comr ssion may wi sh to consider requesting the secretariat to
intensify the attention paid to the specific circunstances of its Mediterranean
countries in inplenenting its Progranme of Work. In this connection, it is worth
noting that the Inland Transport Conmittee supports the activities of three
Medi t erranean transport centres placed under its auspices: the Western
Medi t erranean Transport Study Centre at Barcel ona, Spain, the Eastern Mediterranean
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Transport Study Centre at Vol os, G eece and the Transport Training Centre at
I stanbul , Turkey.

19. Wth regard to operational activities, the specific nechanismforeseen in the
Pl an of Action for responding to the needs of specific groups of countries is the
Coordinating Unit for Operational Activities (see para. 2 above) whose role wll

be to nmeet the specific requests of such countries, primarily through the

organi sati on of workshops and seni nars.

20. ECE had hoped to sponsor the follow ng workshops/semnars in 1997 but was
unable to do so, primarily because the expected funding from external sources has
not yet been secured:

- Workshop on “Conformty assessnment and quality devel opnent”

(to be held in Cyprus)
- Semi nar on “quality assurance and netrology” (to be held in Cyprus)
- Workshop on "Long-range transboundary air pollution”

(to be held in Malta)

The secretariat has developed a |ist of additional possible workshops of
interest to Mediterranean countries which could be organi zed by ECE, should funding
be obtained. |In this connection, it is proposed that the Executive Secretary
convene a neeting of interested Anbassadors to discuss these proposals and
possibilities for their funding.

21. In the neantine, a nunber of events have al ready been planned for 1998:

- A seminar on "Forestry training for groups that are hard to reach”, a subject
of interest to sonme Mediterranean countries, will be held in France in Apri
1998.

- The Mediterranean Gas Conference will be held jointly by ECE, the BOTAS
Company (Turkey) and the ENI Conpany (ltaly) in Istanbul in April 1998.

- ECEwill contribute to a workshop on "Financing of Transport
Infrastructure in the Mediterranean Region", to be organized by the Western
Medi t erranean Transport Study Centre (located in Barcelona), in the course of
1998.

22. ECE is also contributing to Eurostat's MEDSTAT Programe which ainms at

i mproving the statistical capacity of non-EU countries in the Mediterranean

Twel ve countries are participating in the Programe including four ECE Menbers:
Cyprus, Israel, Malta and Turkey. |In particular, ECE is assisting in the project
concerning international mgration statistics, one of ten fields of statistics
sel ected as priority work areas in the MEDSTAT programe.
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23. In response to a specific request addressed to it at the 1997 ECOSCC neeti ng,
the secretariat has initiated discussions with ESCWA and ECA in order to explore
joint activities relating to the Mediterranean. Such cooperation is particularly
i mportant in order to pronote harnoni sation of norns and standards within the
entire sub-region, thereby contributing to freer trade anong countries of the
sub-region and with other regions, and to better economic integration. 1In this
connection, in November 1997, ECE participated in an ESCWA expert neeting and nmade
presentations relating to Transport and Trade Facilitation. ECE has also helped to
train ESCWA staff in trade facilitation procedures and envi sages a nunber of joint
activities with ESCWA in 1998. G ven that ESCWA's nenbershi p conpri ses
Medi t erranean countries, all of the above is of benefit to these countries.

I11. PROBLEMS AND FUTURE WORK ORI ENTATI ONS

24. The problem of resources has continued to hanper ECE operational activities
for both recipient countries and the secretariat. On one hand, the serious
financial constraints faced by the economies in transition [imt their ability: to
host neetings and workshops (since the ECE regul ar budget does not provide
resources for this purpose), to inplement operational projects, and to participate
in ECE neetings. Consequently, these countries are not benefiting fully fromtheir
menbership in ECE

25. On the other hand, the human and financial resources allocated within ECE to
undertake its operational activities are also limted and are not likely to be
increased in the near future. Furthernore, the level of extra budgetary funds
provi ded by menber States for operational activities has remained at a | ow | evel.
Al t hough every effort to raise the efficiency of the utilization of existing
resources is being nade, there is a need for the additional financing of these
activities by national and international financial institutions.

26. In view of the above, it is proposed:

- that the Comm ssion decide that priority be given to demands emanating from
sub-regi onal groupings or initiatives, in view of the “multiplier effect” of
assi stance provided in this manner;

- that the Comm ssion focus on countries or groups of countries which are not
given priority in assistance provided by OECD and the European Comm ssion. In
this connection it is worth noting that OECD has now reduced and refocused
its technical assistance activities on a few non-COECD countries while the
Eur opean Commi ssion is concentrating its efforts on countries in the “pre-
accessi on” phase

- that the Comm ssion give serious consideration to ways of facilitating the
participation of representatives of the nore disadvantaged transition
countries in ECE neetings. This is considered very inportant since
participation in regular neetings is the best way for countries to becone
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famliar with the instrunments devel oped by the Comm ssion and al so to ensure
that their specific concerns are taken into consideration.lIt is also the best
way to establish a network of partners who could provide ad hoc advice or even
channel bilateral assistance. Consequently, active participation in nmeetings,
and, in particular, technical neetings, is an efficient way to strengthen the
capacity of a country to inplenent ECE instrunents.

27. How can such participation be facilitated? Sone neans are well known. One is
direct financing of participants either by a donor country or by the European

Commi ssion, and here it is worth praising the efforts made by Eurostat to finance
the participation of experts fromthose countries in many neetings of
statisticians. The second is for each PSB to programe a workshop on the eve of
its meeting and to invite participants fromthe concerned countries so as to
mnimze travel expenditure. This is only possible if the relevant trust funds are
repl eni shed.

28. In parallel with the above efforts, it is also necessary to invest in

i nformati on technol ogi es since advances in this field are creating new
opportunities for the efficient and rapid exchange of information and ideas. Use
of this technol ogy conmpensates, in part, for a country’s absence in a given
meeting. In addition, it enables the secretariat to respond to requests fromits
menber countries for assistance in setting up “home pages” on the Internet. The
use of this technology in ECE's work, including its operational activities

t heref ore deserves serious consideration and further devel opment.
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Table 1. Activities of regional advisers

Di vi si on Countries Pur pose
vi sited
Ener gy Bel ar us To report on devel opnment of BYE/ 004/93 project to workshop on energy savings and energy supply to cities,
28-31 Cct. 97
Bosni a- To conduct neeting SECI gas project, 16-20 Feb. 98

Her zegovi na

CGeorgi a Participation in consultative neeting on inplenentation of Energy Efficiency Projects in Georgia, 12-17 Cct.
97

Hungary 2nd session of SECI Project Goup on Energy Efficiency Denonstration Zones; Project devel opment and Fi nance
Wor kshop for Economies in Transition, 22-25 Sept. 97

Russi an Devel opnent of regional cooperation in the field of energy BASHKIR Rep, 16-19 Sept. 97

Federation Consultations with CI'S Interstat Econom ¢ Conm ssion on Joint Project in Energy field and neeting of Energy
Ef ficiency denonstration zones nanagers, 18-27 Cct. 97
Meeting of Energy Efficiency Denpbnstration Zones nanagers of the Russian Fed.; Preparation of CI'S energy
efficiency policy project, 3-12 Dec. 97
Di scussion of Energy Efficiency 2000 Project with representative of Mnistry of Science and Technol ogy; To
deliver lecture at training course, 11-16 Feb. 98

Ukr ai ne Di scussions wi th managenent of Energy Denonstration Zones; To assist local teamw th el aboration of

progranmme on energy saving in settlenments of Wkrainian Mnistry of Defense, 28 July - 1 Aug. 97
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Table 1. Activities of regional advisers
A Countries
Di vi sion C Pur pose
vi sited
Envi r onnent Austria Participation in the 1st neeting of the SECI Project Goup “Danube Recovery Programme”, 2-4 Dec. 97
Bel gi um Consul tations, fund raising with the European Union, 25 Nov. 97
To have consultations with NATO officials on transboundary environnmental issues and consultations with
Eur opean Union and NGOs officials on environnental friendly agriculture practices, 12 Jan. 98
Bosni a- To consult with government authorities, enterprises, NGOs and aid agencies on environmental problem

Her zegovi na

identification, project formulation and devel opnent, 8-12 July 97

Croatia To consult with government authorities, enterprises, NGOs and aid agencies on environnental problem
identification, project formulation and devel opnent, 8-12 July 97
To assist in the preparation of the project “Integrated and sustainable water protection and
prevention of pollution in agricultural, practice” under ECE Water Convention, 16-19 Dec. 97

Est oni a Consultation with central government, |local authorities on chemical waste project, 28-29 Cct. 97;
Contribution to Narva Forum 30 Cct. - 1 Nov. 97
Programme preparation for the ECE Conference on the Protection of Internaitonal Lakes, 27-28 Nov. 97

Fi nl and Participation in the 1st neeting of the Parties to the Convention on the Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes, 2-4 July 97

France To participate in a conference on the Environment in Russian Fed., organised by the Council of Europe

10 Dec. 97
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Table 1. Activities of regional advisers

oL Countries
Di vi sion C Pur pose
vi sited
Envi r onnent Georgi a Cooperation in the Trai ni ng Wirkshop on the Significance and | nplementation of ECE conventions in
(continued) Transcaucasi an countries, 16-22 Nov. 97
Ger many Visit to the Gernman Agency for Technical Cooperation to describe advisory activities , search for
cooperation and sponsoring, 23-25 July 97
Consultations with German environnental authorities, 19-20 Sept. 97
Kyrgyzst an Contribution to the neeting of NEAP coordinators in Bishkek. Consultation with Kyrgyzstan authorities
on needs and projects, 11-21 Apr. 97
Li t huani a Envi ronnent al Perfornmance Review of Lithuania, 1-8 Cct. 97
Mol dova Envi ronnent al Perfornmance Review of Ml dova, 12-21 May 97
Net her | ands Consul tations, fund raising and cooperation with the Dutch Authorities, 25-27 Nov. 97
Pol and Contribution to the International Conference on Managenent of Transboundary Waters in Europe, 21-24
Sept. 97
Russi an Contribution to the sem nar of the Mdscow City Governnent on inproving industrial safety in Mscow
Federation enterprises, 7-10 Dec. 97
Sweden Contribution to the Council of Europe Conference on nuclear safety and | ocal/regional denocracies, 24-

26 June 97




E/ ECE/ 1359

page 12
Table 1. Activities of regional advisers
oL Countries
Di vi sion C Pur pose
vi sited
Envi ronnent | Ukrai ne Participation in Steering Conmittee of Programme to Pronote Sustainabl e Devel opment and di scussi on on
(conti nued) priorities of environmental cooperation, 21-23 May 97
Contribution to the Stockpiled Cbsol ete Pesticides Wrkshop, Kiev, 11-13 June 97
To advi se concerning a bilateral chemcal industrial safety project in the Azot factory (Rovno, Wkraine); to
di scuss proposals of projects with WUkrainian authorities in Kiev, 4-10 Aug. 97
Uni ted Consultations with Centre for Petroleum Mneral Law and Policy, University of Dundee, Scotland; Preparation
Ki ngdom of project on |egal advisory service under ECE Water Conventions, University of Dundee, Scotland; Lecture on

ECE Environnmental Conventions, University of Dundee, Scotland, 6-8 Feb. 98

United States

Lecturing at the Wrld Bank, 2-6 Nov. 97; Fund raising with US AID, US EPA, UNDP, CEF, 6-9 Nov. 97

Statistics

France To participate in the Joint OECD / ECE / EURCSTAT neeting on national accounts and the organizing comittee
for the 1998 neeting of the Canberra Group on capital stock statistics, 3-7 June 97

Luxenbour g To participate in the nmeeting of the Wrking Goup on EU Statistical Cooperation with CECs, NI'S and
Mongolia, 14 May and neeting of the Steering Conmittee on EU Statistical Cooperation with CECs, 15-16 May
1997 (14-16 May)

Russi an Consultations with officials of GOSKOVSTAT, Mscow, to provide technical assistance for the inprovenent of

Fededer ati on

capital stock statistics in Russia, 6-10 Cct. 97

Ukr ai ne

To participate in the Meeting of the Steering Conmittee on the coordination of Technical Assistance in
Statistics to the countries of the FSU, 20-21 May 1997 (19-22 Muy)

United States

To participate in the Inter-Secretariat Wrking Goup on National Accounts, UN Headquarters, New York, 3-
6 May 1997
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Table 1. Activities of regional advisers

oL Countries
Di vi sion C Pur pose
vi sited
Trade Austria - Visit to UNIDO to discuss investnent pronotion, 18 June 97
Bel gi um - SECI Coordination neeting with the Wrld Bank and European Conmi ssion, 22 Jan. 98
- To attend the Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS) Wrking Party on Trade and Investment in an
Enl argi ng Europe, 5 - 6 Feb. 98
Bul gari a - To participate in 2nd nmeeting of the Project Goup on Transport under SECI Project No. 4, 27-29 Jan. 98
Croatia - Meeting of BOT Group with Government of Croatia, 17-18 Nov 97
Czech - Presentation and attendance at the 5th OSCE Econonic Forum 11-13 June 97
Republ i c
France - To attend conference “Review of Romanian Privatization”, organized by CECD and to act as Rapporteur and
Presenter of keynote speech, 16-17 Cct. 97
- To participate in US Departnent of Defence / AFNOR neeting on assessing national standards, COct. 97
Ger many - BOT Meeting, 11 July 97
G eece - SECI Project Goup Meeting, 1-3 Mar. 97
- SECI Project Goup Meeting, 15-16 May 97
- SECI Business Advisory Council Meeting, 26 June 97
- SECI Project Meeting, 1-3 July 97
- SECI Border Crossing Project Meeting, 8-9 Cct. 97
- Presentation of SECI and Border Crossing Facilitation Project to 2nd Bal kan Congress of Freight Forwarders,
27-29 Nov 97
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Table 1. Activities of regional advisers
oL Countries
Di vi sion C Pur pose
vi sited
Trade Hungary Speaker at National Hungarian EDI Conference; Meetings with Mnistry of Industry and Trade, SEC; and Meeting

(continued)

with PHARE Mul ticountry Trade Devel oprment, 18-20 June 97
PHARE Programme Conference on Trade Policy and |Investnent, 19-20 June 97

Kazakhst an

Presentation and attendance at the OSCE neeting, 22-24 Cct. 97

Latvia CECD neeting, to make a presentation, 24-26 Nov 97

Pol and Participation in 5th Polish National EDI Conference, including a special nmeeting with representatives of
government to relaunch national trade facilitation commttee, 3-6 June 97

Russi an Conducti ng negotiations on issues of devel opnment of cooperati on between the Republic of Tatarstan and UN ECE, 8-

Feder ation 9 July 97

Swi t zer | and

Meeting with Anbassador Schifter, FIATA and Swiss Custonms to discuss Phase Il of SECI Border Crossing Project, 8
Dec 97

Thai | and Conf erence on Devel opnent Project Financing, 23-28 June 97

Tur key Participation in SECI Business Advisory Council Meeting, 11-13 Dec 97

Ukr ai ne To hold consultations at Mnistry of Econony, Mnistry of External Econonic Relations and the National Agency
for Reconstruction and Devel opment on activities of ECE which could be of interest to Ukraine, 25-28 Aug. 97
To attend and speak at UN ECE BSEC Wor kshop on SMEs and Foreign Trade, 13-14 Nov 97

Uni t ed To attend the REAG neeting, 20-21 Cct. 97

Ki ngdom To finalize the programme of the WP. 5 nmeeting and nmake a presentation to BSA, |ndustry Association Meeting and

likely sponsors for WP.5 Forumin My 98; Meeting with UK governnent on project in Estonia; 16-20 Jan. 98

United States

Meetings to discuss SECI project financing with UNDP, World Bank, US Custons and US State Department, 28-30 May
97
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Table 1. Activities of regional advisers
o Countries
Di vi sion C Pur pose
vi sited
Transport Austria To attend a meeting with the European Conmission TINA office, 4 Nov. 97
To participate in the TER Steering Conmittee, 4-5 Dec. 97
Bel ar us To participate in the International Conference on the Devel opnment of the Communication System 28-31 Cct. 97
Bel gi um To attend the G 24 Transport Wrking Goup, 2-3 Dec. 97
Bul gari a Preparation of SECI Meeting, 3-5 May 97
To participate in SECl Meeting on transport infrastructure, 27 May 97
To attend the Second Meeting of the Ad Hoc Project Goup on Transport (SEC), 27-29 Jan. 98
Hungary To assist in the TER Working Party on Infrastructure and Devel opment (WPl), 11-13 June 97
To work in the TER Project Central Ofice, 15-18 Sept. 97
Upon the request of the Mnistry of Transport, Communication and Water Managenent to give suggestions on the
operation of the Hungarian Transport Training Centre, 4 Nov. 97
Russi an At the invitation of CECD, to participate in the Conference “Regi onal Approach to Industrial Restructuring in
Federation the Tomsk Cblast”, 3-6 June 97
Request of the Mnistry of Transport to give assistance in the devel opment of docunments for the International
Eur o- Asi an Conference on Transport, 23-24 Dec. 97
Sl ovaki a To participate in the Round Tabl e on TEM Fi nanci ng, 12-14 Nov. 97
Thai | and At the request of ESCAP, to participate in a policy level expert group neeting, 16-21 June 97
Tur key To assist in the BSEC Busi ness Conference, 28-30 Apr. 97; Discussions with the BSEC Secretariat, 1 May 97

Tur kneni st an

To participate int he Negotiating Conference on a Transit Transport Framework Agreenent between the Central
Asian Countries and their nei ghbours, 18-20 Nov. 97

Ukr ai ne

To participate in the International Black Sea Transport Conference, 15 May 97
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Table 1. Activities of regional advisers
oL Countries
Di vi sion C Pur pose
vi sited
Coord. Unit Bel ar us Participation in the International Conference “Six years of the Commonweal th of |ndependent States: problenms and
for perspectives”, Mnsk, 2-4 March 1998
Qper . Act . } ] ) . e .
France Visit to the Council of Europe and consultations on cooperation and joint actions by ECE and the Council of
Eur ope, 17-18 Dec. 97
Hungary Participate and facilitate the discussion at the Conference on Financing SMEs in central and Eastern Europe, 5-8

June 1997

Participate in the 18th Acadeny on Organi zation Science on European Methods of Cross-border Cooperation, 30 June
- 2 July 1997

M crocredit Training Course, 10-14 Sept. 1997

Kazakhst an

To participate in Wrkshop on Private Sector Devel opment and Privatization in the Industrial Sector in Selected
Central Asian Economies in Transition, 12-17 May 97

Consultations with the President and the Government of Kazakstan on SPECA programme, 2-4 Cct. 97

Participation in the Senior Oficials neeting of Central Asian countries on SPECA issues, 25 - 27 February 1998

Kyrgyzst an

Consultations with the President and the Governnent of Kyrgyzstan on SPECA issues, 22-23 Dec. 97

Romani a

To participate in the 1st SECI Project G oup Meeting on Financial Policies for Strengthening SVMEs, 25 Apr. 97
Participation in Business Advisory Council Meeting to SECI on SMEs, 9-pt. 1997

2nd SECI Project G oup Meeting on Financial Policies to Pronbte SMEs through microcredit and credit guarantee
schenes, 2-3 Cct. 1997
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Table 1. Activities of regional advisers

oL Countries
Di vi sion C Pur pose
vi sited
Coord. Unit Russi an Preparation of the Conference coordination with CECD, 1-2 June 97
for Feder ation Participation in conference “Regional Approach to Industrial Restructuration in Tonsk Oblast” organi zed by CECD,
Qper . Act . 3-5
(continued) June 97
Organi zation and participation in the CS Summt Conference, 18 - 20 June 97
Consulting the authorities of the Republic of Tatarstan, Russian Federation, on the issues of cooperation with
UN ECE, 8-9
July 97
Consultations at the CIS Inter-State Econonmic Conmittee and with the Governnent officials of the Russian
Feder ati on,
1-8 Sept. 97
Participation in the Saint-Petersburg Econonm ¢ Forum Saint-Petersburg, Russian Federation, 18-20 June 1997
Sl oveni a To participate in the 9th Plenary Meeting of the Wrking Goup on SMEs of the Central European Initiative, 5-7
May 97
Taj i ki stan Consultations with the President and the Governnent of Tajikistan on SPECA issues, 9-10 February 1998

Tur key

Participation in Business Advisory Council Meeting, 11-13 Dec. 97
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Table 1. Activities of regional advisers
oL Countries
Di vi sion C Pur pose
vi sited
Coord. Unit Tur kmeni st an - Consultations with the President and the Governnent of Turknenistan on SPECA issues, 20-22 Jan. 98
for
Cper.éct. Ukr ai ne - Consultations at Mnistry of Econony, Mnistry of External Economic Relations and the National Agency for
(conti nued) Reconstruction and Devel opment on activities of ECE which could be of interest to Ukraine, 25-28 Aug. 97
- Participation in BSEC Wrkshop on “SMEsS - Their Role in Foreign Trade”, 12-11 Nov. 97
Uzbeki st an Consultations with the Government of Uzbekistan on SPECA issues, 5-6 Cct. 97
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Table 2. Wbrkshops, semi nars, training courses and study tours

Di vi sion Title
Economi c Wor kshops
anal ysi s 1. Workshop on using the census sanples collection, Geneva, 3-4.10.97
Ener gy Wor kshops

1. Wor kshop on the rol e of enhancenent of utilization of prinmary and

secondary hydro potential in the context of environmental protection

Sl ovaki a, 13-15.05.97

Wor kshop on Applied Sol ar Energy, Tashkent, Uzbekistan, 9-14.6.97

Wor kshop on the power engineering and |ighting engineering

ENERGETI RA96, Sl oveni a, 14-16.05.97

4. Wor kshop on energy savi ng equi prent and technol ogi es, Kazakhstan
14-17. 05. 97

5. Wor kshop on natural gas rate making in the ECE region and its
inplications for gas price transition in economes in transition
Hol I and, 19-22.05. 97

6. Wor kshop on repair of urban gas distribution pipelines, France
20-21. 05. 97

7. Wor kshop on geodynani ¢ zoning, St. Petersburg, 24-26.06.97

Proj ect Devel opnent wor kshop Budapest, Hungary 22-26.9.97

9. Wor kshop on rehabilitation of gas transm ssion |ines, Ukraine
24-27.09. 97

10. Workshop on gl obal mining taxation, St. Petersburg, 9-10.10.97

w N

@

Traini ng courses

1. Traini ng course on financial engineering, St. Petersburg, Russia
14-18. 4. 97

2. Trai ning course on business planning and financial engineering
St. Petersburg, 16-18.07.97

3. Trai ning course on business planning and financial engineering, Njhny
Novgor od, Russia, 16-19.02.98

Envi r onnent Wor kshops/ sem nar s

1. Wirkshop on nonitoring data analysis and validation and reporting
Czech Republic, 7-30.04.97

2. Workshop on strategies for nonitoring air pollution, Sweden, 2-4.06.97

Ei ght h Conference on urban and regi onal research, Spain, 5-9.06.97

4. Seminar on integrated assessnment nodelling for a nulti-pollutant /
mul ti-effect protocol, Austria, 4-5.09.97

5. Subregional workshop on environnmental inpact assessnent in countries in
transition, Ml dova, 22-24.9.97

6. Workshop on nmanagenent of transboundary waters in Europe, Poland
22-25.09.97

w
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Table 2. Wbrkshops, semi nars, training courses and study tours

Di vi si on

Title

Envi r onnent
(conti nued)

Wor kshops (conti nued)

7

8

10.
11.

12.

Wor kshop on protection agai nst groundwater depletion in |arge catchment
areas, Hungary, 7-9.10.97

UN- ECE/ CECD Wor kshop on the role of econonic instrunents in integrating
environmental policy with sectoral policies, Czech Republic

8- 10. 10. 1997

Second neeting of officials on |and admi nistration, Poland, 27.10.97
Wor kshop on the Polish cadastre, 27-28.10.1997

Workshop on critical limts and effects based approaches for heavy
metal s and persistent organic pollutants, Gernmany, 3-7.11.97

Wor kshop on encouraging local initiatives towards sustainable
consunption patterns, Austria, 2-4.2.98

Traini ng courses

1. Training course on the inplenmentation of ECE environnental conventions
related to water, environnental inpact assessnent and industria
acci dents, GCeorgia, 17-21.11.97

Statistics Wor kshops

1. Census Donor neeting to assist the newly independent States of the
former USSR and Yugoslavia in contacting potential donors for the 2000
census round, Geneva, 26.9.97

2. ECE/ UNDP Wor kshop on human devel opnent and social trends reporting
Bratislava, 14-19.11.97

3. ECE/ UNFPA Census Training Project - Wrkshop for CIS on the results &
Lessons to be learned fromthe Pilot Censuses during 1997, Mbscow,
2-6.12.97

4. ECE/ UNDP Wor kshop on human devel opnent and social trends reporting
Bl ed, Slovenia, 11-16.12.97

5. ECE/ UNDP Workshop on human devel opnent & social trends reporting
Val etta, Malta, 19-23.1.98

Pl anned:

6. ECE/ UNDP Workshop on human devel opnent and social trends reporting
Kiev, 4-7.3.98

7. ECE/ UNDP Wor kshop on househol d budgets / poverty surveys, M nsk
12-17.3.98

8. ECE/ UNFPA Census Training Project - second Wrkshop on the Results of

Pil ot Censuses in Countries of the CI'S: Problens of Content and Data
Processing, Mscow, 31.3-4.4.98
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Table 2. Wbrkshops, semi nars, training courses and study tours

Di vi si on

Title

Statistics
(conti nued)

Tr ai ni ng _courses

1. ECE/ CECD special (training) neeting of national accounts experts from
Cl'S countries, Geneva, 20-24.10.97

2. Training course on census basic concept and definition, Mscow,
28.10-2.11.97

3. Special training session on consuner price indices for transition
countries, Geneva, 27.11.97

4. Training course on the use of @S in popul ation census, Bel arus
16-21. 02. 98

Pl anned:

5. Training course on census data processing, Croatia, 22-28.3.98

Study tours
1. A study tour of the CIS countries to observe the pilot census in

Bel arus, 11. 97

Tr ade

Wor kshops/ sem nar s

1. Forumon the prospects for pronoting foreign direct investnents in the
transition econonies, CGeneva, 29-30.09.97

2. Workshop on new trends in thinnings, Slovakia, 8-12.09.97

3. Seminar on chenmical research and the changing role of R& institutions
Pol and, 7-11.10.97

4. Workshop on trade finance in transition economes: practical ways to
support exports and inports, CGeneva, 27-28.11.97

5. Workshop on experience of the Czech Republic on issues of transition
Ceneva, 10.12.97

Pl anned:

6. Workshop on econom c aspects of clean technol ogi es, energy and water
managenment in the steel industry, Austria, 22-24.04.98

7. Seminar on forestry training for groups that are hard to reach, France
20-24.4.1998

Tr ai ni ng courses
1. Workshop/training course on marketing of sawnwood, Arkhangel sk, Russia
24-28.11.97

Study tours
1. Study tour on forest and forest industries sector, Baltic countries, 4-

10. 05. 97
2.  Study Tour of the Iron and Steel Industry of the Republic of Korea
9-15 Novenber 1997
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Table 2. Wbrkshops, semi nars, training courses and study tours
Di vi sion Title
Transport Wor kshops
1. Wirkshop on urban transport and environmental statistics, Washington
12-15. 05. 97
2. Workshop on the inprovenent of rail safety in connection with the
i ncreasing of speed, Paris, 22-24.09.97
3. TER Round Tabl e on | atest devel opnent in the railway sector, Eger
(Hungary), 22-24.009.97
4. Round Tabl e on actual issues in transport on the TEM countries’ way
to Europe, Budapest, 23-25.04.97
5. Training course on programe suite for transportation project
managenent, Warsaw, 16-20.06.97
6. Training course on software for decision-naking process with respect to
optimumtimng of |oans, Budapest, 20-22.10.97
7. Round Table on TEM financing, Mdra (Sl ovakia), 12-14.11.97
Coordi nati ng Wor kshops
Unit for 1. International conference on Hi gher education, research and industry
Oper ati onal in european economes in transition, Latvia, 4-7.10.97
Activities 2. Workshop on SMEs - their role in foreign trade, Wkraine, 12-15.11.97

Pl anned:

3. Wirkshop on SMEs and Entrepreneurship, Ronania, 5-10.5.98

4. Workshop on Best Practice in Financing SMES, Ceneva, 14-15.5.98

5.  Woirkshop on Financi ng Mechani smfor Renewabl e Energy Sources in
Kazakhst an and Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, 10.98

Tr ai ni ng _courses

1. Mcrocredit Training course, Hungary, 11-13.09.97

Pl anned:

2. Training course on the role of governnment in creating public
institutions whose task is enterprise creation and SME support,
Italy, 4.98
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Operational activities for subregional groupings/special inititatives/programes

Subr egi ona
gr oupi ngs/
speci a
initiatives/
pr ogr ames

Activities

Bl ack Sea
Economi ¢
Cooperati on
( BSEC)

Joint organi zati on of Workshop on “SMEs - Their Role in Foreign Trade”, Ukraine, Nov.97

Joint studies agreed to be carried out on: a) "Energy Situation in the BSEC Regi on" and b) "Devel opnent of Energy
Policies in the BSEC Region, including the Related Priorities and Targets"; to be followed by a joint synposium on
the latter subject

ECE secretariat will also support a feasibility study on the BSEC i nterconnected power system

Revi ew of the devel opnent of energy efficiency denpnstration zones in BSEC countries and financial mechanisnms for the
realization of _energy efficiency projects in these zones was proposed for joint inplenentation

The SECI projects on border crossing and electricity grids are to be extended to interested BSEC countries

Central European
Initiative (CEl)

Participation in neetings organized by the CEl Wrking Goup on SMEs (Meeting of the Mnisters responsible for SME
devel opnment, Austria, Apr. 97; and 9th plenary neeting of the Wrking Goup, Slovenia, My 97)

ECE/ CEl consultative neeting held in Geneva in July 1997

Assi stance to the CEl Working Goup on SMEs, in preparation of work programes and projects for future cooperation
Two project proposals in the field of sustainable energy devel opnent, prepared and sent to the CEl secretariat for
consi deration, nanely: energy efficiency and environnental security in central European countries; and anal ysis of
the energy situation in and energy security of the region

Commonweal t h of
I ndependent
States (CS)

Priority areas of cooperation discussed and agreed on:

econom ¢ anal ysis and statistics, protection of environnment, energy, transport, trade and entrepreneurship

devel opnent

Organi zation of the International Conference on Sustainabl e Devel opment of Countries in Transition, Mnsk, April 97
in cooperation with the CI'S Interstate Ecol ogi cal Council and Interstate Economc Committee

Cooperation with the CIS Interstate Statistical Comittee




E/ ECE/ 1359
page 24

Table 3. Operational activities for subregional groupings/special inititatives/programes

Subr egi onal
gr oupi ngs/
speci al
initiatives/
pr ogr anmes

Activities

Sout heast

Eur opean
Cooperative
Initiative (SEC)

Preparation of _project proposals for the first neeting of the SECI Agenda Conmittee, Jan.97. Six projects were

sel ect ed:

a) Trade facilitation - actions to overcone border crossing difficulties (lead country - G eece)

b) Transport infrastructure - identification of bottlenecks along main international corridors in the SECI region
and short-term nmeasures to remove them (lead country - Bul garia)

c) Financial policies to promote SMEs through microcredit and credit guarantee schenes (lead country - Romani a)

d) Energy efficiency denonstrati on zones network in southeast Europe (lead country - Hungary)

e) Interconnection of natural gas networks, diversification of gas supply and inprovenent of security of supply in
sout heast Europe (lead country - Bosnia and Herzegovi na)

f) Danube recovery programe

For each project selected, several neetings have been held. The ECE secretariat contributed in the organi zati on of
t hese neetings and prepared background docunents and resulting reports
At the last Agenda Committee Meeting in January 1998, one additional project was deci ded on

g) Interconnection of electricity grids (lead country - The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedoni a)

In addition, a project proposal on cooperation anong stock exchanges of the Regi on has been prepared and circul ated
to menbers of the Agenda Committee.

Efforts have been nmade to secure financial support for the projects and the invol verent of the business comunity in
their inplenmentation.
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Table 3. Operational activities for subregional groupings/special inititatives/programes

Subr egi ona
gr oupi ngs/
speci a
initiatives/
pr ogr ames

Activities

Speci al Progranme
for Econom es of
Central Asia

( SPECA)

In cooperation with ESCAP, 32 project ideas have been di scussed with the potential participating countries
(Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turknenistan and Uzbeki stan). Areas expected to be covered by the project

i deas: devel opnent issues and policies, transport, energy, trade policy and trade pronotion, environment, natura
resources devel opment and managenent, industrial devel opnent and investnent pronotion, and technol ogy.

It has been agreed that that the Programme would initially be conposed of five projects which are of common
interest to all five countries and each of these countries would assune the |ead country responsibility for one
project. A Regional Advisory Committee to review the progress of the programme and give appropriate directions as
wel | as working groups for each of the five projects would be established. The Programme is expected to be | aunched
officially at a Summt neeting of Heads of State to be convened by the President of Kazakhstan in early 1998

The Executive Secretary of ECE visited Heads of State of the five Central Asian Republics
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ANNEX |
Operational Activities by Sector - Descriptive information

Trade and investnent pronotion

1. Operational activities in this field have been focused on the dissem nation
of best practices in investnent pronotion techniques, pronotion of private

i nvestment in infrastructure (road, rail, teleconmunications, power generating
networ ks, water systens, etc.) and stinulation of investnent in real estate. 1In

i npl enmenting these activities, the follow ng trends have been observed: a grow ng
demand from ECE economies in transition for high quality policy advice and a strong
interest in the support of the private sector and international organizations.

2. An international forumon prospects for prompting foreign direct investnent
in the transition econonm es was one of the mmjor events organized in 1997 by the
secretariat (Geneva, Septenber 1997) in cooperation with the Foreign |Investnment

Advi sory Service (FIAS) of the Wrld Bank. For the first time a significant nunber
of del egates representing city and regional authorities also took part,
denmonstrating the inmportance of regional efforts to pronote foreign investnent. On
the basis of experiences described, the Forum provided a tenplate of standards to
assist city and regi onal agencies in devel oping i nvestment pronotion strategies and
techni ques, to pronote thenselves within their own public adm nistrations and to
secure more funding for their activities fromtheir own Governnents.

3. The UN/ ECE “Build, Operate and Transfer” (BOT) Expert G oup established in
January 1996 has continued to devel op best practices in attracting private finance
for public infrastructure in each of the relevant sectors. The guidelines on
“Public-Private Partnerships: A New Concept for Infrastructure Devel opnent” were
conpl eted in Novenmber 1997. To address the issue of stimulation of investnent in
real estate, a Real Estate Advisory G oup (REAG was established, with a task force
to travel to a country on request in order to identify the bottlenecks and
obstacles in the legal, financial and institutional areas for the good functioning
of property markets.

Trade facilitation and devel opnent

4. Trade facilitation requires political will and technical know edge. The
newly created CEFACT is working on an International Trade Transaction (ITT) nodel
which will help to obtain, at the mnisterial |evel, the understanding and support

whi ch are essential to address practical problens at operational |evels. Nationa
nodel s for Hungary, Poland and the Russian Federation have been devel oped and the
secretariat is currently working with Ukrai ne, Kazakhstan and Al bani a.

5. In the area of trade facilitation, ECE assistance has invol ved
fam liarization with, and application of, a variety of trade facilitation
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techni ques, standards and recommendati ons now mai ntai ned by CEFACT. It was
extended to Al bani a, Kazakhstan and Ukraine in 1997. The World Wde Web has been
increasingly used for the dissem nation and exchange of information. ECE provided
backst opping to the SECI Border Crossing Facilitation Project, in particular in the
simplification and harnoni zati on of procedures and docunentation, and in the
pronoti on of National Trade Facilitation Committees (PRO Comrittees).

6. During the year, contributions were received for the devel opment of a
techni cal assistance programe on UN EDI FACT for the countries of eastern Europe.
It is expected that this progranme will be inplenented during 1998.

7. Assi stance to foreign trade devel opnent focused on risk assessnent and
management, cooperation of exporters with banks and insurers, and the organization
of export finance in a private conpany. These issues were discussed at a Wirkshop
on “Trade Finance in Transition Econom es: Practical Ways to Support Exports and

I mports”, held in Geneva in Novenber 1997.

Energy efficiency and energy supply

8. In the energy sector, assistance was provided on econonic and technica
anal ysis, on the el aboration of policies and institutions with particul ar enphasis
on energy efficiency and cl ean technol ogy.

9. The energy efficiency and conservati on probl ens were addressed through the
creation of energy efficiency denpnstration zones and the devel opnent of financia
mechani sms for attracting foreign investors to realise energy efficiency projects.
Since April 1996, the Energy Efficiency 2000 Project has worked on standards,

busi ness pl anni ng, devel opnent of investnent project devel opment and new financing
mechani sms. It has cooperated with the World Bank Project Inplementation Units
(PIU) and Headquarters staff on business plans, with the support of Norway, for

i nvestments in denonstration zones in eight Russian cities. A Guide to Investors
in Energy Efficiency Projects in the Russian Federation, produced with the support
of the United States and Norway, was published. This approach will be w dely

di ssem nated to other economes in transition through the Energy Efficiency 2000
Project and brought to the attention of investors through the Wrld Bank I|nternet
Site.

10. For SECI, a network of energy efficiency experts was established, an
el ectronic communi cation facility was devel oped on the Wrld Wde Wb, and a pl an
for how projects can be inplenented was put in place.

11. The technical cooperation programme "Pronotion and Devel opnent of a Market -
Based Gas Industry in Economies in Transition - Gas Centre" was set up in 1994 in
response to the needs of transition countries for an efficient transfer of market-
based natural gas policy and knowl edge. Currently, the Centre is financially
supported by 25 institutions from 19 countries, mainly the mgjor oil and gas
conmpani es operating in western and eastern Europe and North Anerica. It provides
assi stance to Governnents and gas industries in transition economes to facilitate
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the inmpl ementati on of market-based policies, practices and principles. Since its
creation, the Gas Centre has organi zed nine sem nars or conferences on the above
i ssues attended by over 900 participants fromnore than 30 nenber countries.

12. Two other priorities have been defined: the devel opment of a training nmanua
for gas rate-meki ng and a dat abase on key aspects of a market-based gas industry.
The manual is designed to be an instrunent used by trainers in individua

transition countries to transfer know edge on pricing i ssues and rate-naking as

qui ckly and as broadly as possible. The first basic training manual was published
i n Novenber 1997. The database includes key aspects of a market-based gas industry
and will cover all nmajor gas markets in the ECE region. A CD- Rom was produced in
Decenber 1997.

13. Wth the help of a Task Force established by the Gas Centre, a crude
assessnment of natural gas demand in the SECI participating countries and a nore
detail ed assessnment of demand and supply possibilities for Bosnia and Herzegovi na
have been conpleted; six projects of new pipeline interconnections, out of 19
proposed, have been identified.

Transport devel opnent

14. Assistance in the transport sector focused on advice on the inplenmentation of
ECE conventions and agreenents. In addition two workshops were held to support
countries in transition. The first, held in Washington in May 1997, was to discuss
ways to strengthen statistics on urban and regi onal passenger transport and its
environnental inpact in order to facilitate decision-nmaking in transport policy,

pl anni ng and investnment. The second took place in Paris in Septenmber 1997 to
address institutional aspects related to rail safety and to show the practica
experience gained by railway conpanies in determ ning the technical safety

requi rements while increasing speed.

15. The Trans- European North-South Mdtorway (TEM and Trans-European Railway (TER)
projects remain the main nmechani smfor providing assistance to the countries of
central and eastern Europe. Wrkshops, round tables and training courses, with
particul ar enmphasis on investnment efficiency, assessnent and eval uati on of cost and
benefits, optimal timng for investnents, sensitivity and risk analysis, and
benefits outside the transport sector, have been organized in relation to the TER
project. Environnental inpact assessment, road funds, data banks, internationa
finance institutions, and concessions for roads have been the subjects of the

wor kshops, seminars and round tables related to the TEM project. In the context of
the SECI project on transport infrastructure, ECE assisted in the identification of
a large nunber of small scale infrastructure projects along the Pan European
Transport Corridor to be submtted to international financial institutions for
possi bl e financi ng.

Envi ronnent al nmanagenent




E/ ECE/ 1359
page 29

16. The operational activities in this area are concentrated mainly on the

i mpl enentation of the different conventions and the environmental performance

revi ew progranme el aborated and i npl enented under the gui dance of the ECE Conmittee
on Environnental Policy.

17. Under the ECE Water Convention several field projects on nonitoring
transboundary waters were initiated, and assistance was provided to Azerbaijan

Bel arus, Czech Republic, Georgia, Hungary, Kazakhstan, Poland, Romania, Slovakia,
Ukr ai ne, and the Russian Federation. Funding was received from PHARE, TACI S and/ or
nati onal contributions. Three major events have taken place since April 1997: a
Wor kshop on I nformation for Decision-Mking (Poland, May 1997); an Internationa
Conf erence on Managenent of Transboundary Waters in Europe (Pol and, Septenber
1997); and an International Wrkshop on G ound Water Depletion in Basin Regions:
Probl ems arising between the Rivers Danube and Tisza (Hungary, October 1997). A
wor kshop will be organized on risk assessnent in Slovakia in March 1998.

18. A Parlianentarian Conference on Environnental and Industrial Safety
Legi sl ati on organi zed by the Hungari an National Assenmbly and the ECE Regi ona

Coordi nating Centre for the Prevention of Industrial Accidents was held in Budapest
in Cctober 1997. The Conference provided a platformfor the exchange of experience
and i nformati on anong parlianentarians, especially those fromcountries in
transition, on issues related to environnental and industrial safety |egislation

19. The assessnent of the national environmental policies and nanagement of

Sl oveni a from a pan- European perspective (Environnental Performance Review - EPR)
was conpleted in May 1997 and published as No.2 in the ECE's EPR Series. The

revi ew of Mol dova is nearing conpletion and reviews of Latvia, Kazakhstan and
Ukr ai ne have been started. ECE participated in the preparatory mssion of the EPR
to be conducted by the CECD for the Russian Federation and will contribute to the
review itself.

20. A joint ECE OCECD workshop held in the Czech Republic in October 1997 resulted
in a set of draft recommendati ons to Governments of ECE countries

in transition on the application of economc instrunments for better integrating
envi ronnental policy with sectoral policies.

Land adm ni stration and housi ng sector

21. In the area of Land Adnministration, priority is given to the inprovenent of
cadastre and |l and registration which are essential to the devel opnent of private
i nvestments. Land Administration CGuidelines were published and action taken to
stimulate their inplenentation. An ad hoc neeting on the financing of Land

Adm nistration projects was held in March 1997 in cooperation with the Wrld Bank

22. In the devel opnent of the housing sector, ECE operational activities focus on
the el aboration of country profiles and case studies on the inplementation, at the
| ocal |evel, of housing nodernization and renewal policies. Country profiles of
t he housi ng sector have been prepared by Task Forces in Bulgaria and Pol and and



E/ ECE/ 1359
page 30

preparati ons have started for a study on Slovakia. A case study on nodernization
has been prepared for Bratislava and other case studies are planned for Budapest
and Ljublj ana.

Ent r epr eneur shi p and SME devel opnent

23. The aimof the programe for the devel opnent of SMES is to assist countries to
formul ate national SME policy, design pronotion programres, develop the rel evant
infrastructure and hel p new entrepreneurs. The programme is focused on collecting
and di ssem nating statistics and information on |egislation and pronoti ona

measur es; devel opi ng i nformati on networks; preparing case studies and i nformation
materials on SME devel opnment issues; formnulating project proposals; providing

advi sory services; and training. Support was given to the SECI Project G oup on

Fi nanci al Policies to Strengthen SMEs.

24. To better dissem nate experiences and recommendati ons to governments, |oca
authorities and enterprises, a database on SME Devel opment has been put on the ECE
Web site. It contains nore than 30 information sheets including definition, policy
gui dance, case studies, legislation, finance, etc., and nore than 15 direct |inks
to institutions dealing with SMEs. An Information Network anmong national SME
policy focal points and institutions pronoting SMES was devel oped, put on the ECE
Wb site and lately enlarged by Greece and Turkey. An ECE docunent highlighting
recent changes in SME | egislation and pronotion nmeasures is being prepared.

Statistics

25. Operational activities in this field have conpl emented the regul ar programe
of the Conference of European Statisticians and are closely integrated with the
activities of other statistical agencies in the region. Their main thrust is ained
at inproving the capability of national statistical offices (NSO to provide socia
and denographic statistics through popul ati on censuses and from ot her sources.

26. Two projects on the preparation of case studies on inproving the methods of
measuring the capital stocks in transition econonm es have been started in the
Russi an Federation and Bulgaria. They are considered as pilot studies, the results
of which would eventually be of benefit to other economies in transition

27. In the area of population statistics, ECE assistance is carried out with
strong support from UNFPA. It focuses on enhancing national capabilities in
denogr aphi c data coll ection and research nmethodol ogy. In particular ECE is the

executing agency for a UNFPA regional project on assistance to countries in
transition in Europe with the 2000 round of censuses and the inplenmenting agency
for a UNDP regional project on human devel opment and social trends reporting in
countries in transition in Europe and CIS. In both projects assistance is mainly
provi ded through workshops and study tours which simultaneously benefit severa
countries. A Census Donor neeting (Geneva, Septenber 1997) assisted the newy

i ndependent States of the former USSR and Yugoslavia in contacting potential donors
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for the 2000 census round. A study tour of the CIS countries to observe the pil ot
census in Belarus was organi zed in Novenber 1997. A workshop for countries of the
former USSR to discuss the inplications for census operations of the six pilot
censuses in the CI'S during 1997 as well as census funding was held in Mdscow in
Decenber 1997. Two wor kshops were hel d under the above-nmenti oned UNDP project on
statistics required for human devel opnent and social trends; one for the countries
of Central Asia and Azerbaijan (Slovakia, Novenmber 1997), and the other for the
countries of central Europe and the Baltics (Slovenia, Decenber 1997). |Individua
in-country training has been given only to a small nunber of countries, although
pl ans exist to expand it to benefit countries with special needs.

Research and devel opnent

28. The Plan of Action foresees that, in areas of work which have been phased out
in the reform process, the Coordinating Unit for Operational Activities could
organi se, at the request of governnents, ad hoc workshops or studies. It is in
this context that an international Conference on H gher Education, Research and

I ndustry in European Economies in Transition was organi zed in Latvia in October
1997 and addressed the followi ng issues: national concepts of higher education and
R and D activities; problens of pronpting science and technol ogy, instrunments for
supporting i nnovation; and international cooperation and its role in encouraging

i nnovati on. The extensive conclusions and recommendati ons adopted at the

Conf erence underlined the conplexity of the issue which requires further analysis
and discussions in international fora.



