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REG ONAL COOPERATI ON (agenda item 10) (continued) (E/ 1997/5, 40 and Add. 1,
41-45, 51)

Review and reform of the regional conmm ssions (continued)

M. SOMOL (Czech Republic) said that the trend towards
gl obalization did not nmake regi onal cooperation any less inmportant. In fact,
such cooperation was a key conponent of the new systemof multilatera
relations. It was at the regional |evel that the inportant principle of
subsidiarity could best be applied. In Europe, regional cooperation remai ned
a basic mechanismfor furthering the integration of countries with econom es
in transition.

The regi onal commi ssions had the advantage of long famliarity with
their nmenber States and possessed specific analytical capacities. They were
in the best position to reconcile the general demands generated by
gl obalization with the specific circunmstances and needs of individua
countries. They were not necessarily limted to their own regions, however,
but coul d exchange experience with other commi ssions and conmbi ne forces on
comon issues. The Council was well placed to encourage such cooperation
Simlarly, their expertise could be taken advantage of by other United Nations
agenci es and programmes, and particularly by UNDP in its operationa
activities for devel opnent. The inportance of their relations with the gl oba
functional conm ssions, on the other hand, was sonetinmes underestinmated; there
was room for inprovement with regard to the definition of responsibilities and
t he coordination of activities.

His country greatly appreciated the work of ECE. Europe had undergone
far-reaching transfornmations since the late 1980s. By responding effectively
to the new circunstances, ECE had proved itself to be a valid conponent of the
new architecture of nultilateral institutions in the region and a flexible and
efficient instrunent for international cooperation. Certain ECE activities,
such as UN EDI FACT (El ectronic Data |Interchange for Adm nistration, Conmerce
and Transport) had an inpact far beyond the European continent. ECE differed
fromthe other regional commissions in that its substantive work tended to be
close to that of the specialized agencies. That should not, however, be used
as a pretext for depriving it of adequate funding to support both its

substantive and operational capacities.



E/ 1997/ SR 28/ Add. 1
page 3

The outcome of the ECE reform process had proved satisfactory, given
that financial constraints constituted a najor factor. It was to be hoped,
however, that there would ensue a real inprovenent in the traditional areas of
ECE work as well as in nore innovative spheres. The latter included, for
exanple, its growing interrelationship with business, academ c circles, NGOs
and the public in general, which was in keeping with the w despread nove away
from State control of national econom es.

The 55 ECE countries had shown a strong political will to arrive at a
consensus on the Geneva reform process. Half the battle still renmained to be
won, however; it was for the Council now to secure practical support fromthe
remai ni ng Menbers of the United Nations and to create the necessary awareness
of ECE needs at United Nations Headquarters in New York. It was the duty of
ECE countries to honour the reformcomm tnments adopted at the jubil ee session
of the Commission in April 1997 and ensure that they were translated into
practice.

M . CHANDAVARKAR (United Nations Devel opnent Programe) said that

UNDP attached great inportance to cooperation at the regional level. A task
force UNDP-REC was convened twi ce a year in order to pronote cooperation with
the regi onal commi ssions both at the policy level and at the operationa
level. It was headed on UNDP' s side by the Associate Adm nistrator, a former
Executive Secretary of ESCAP. Periodic nmeetings were also held with the
Executive Secretaries fromthe various regions.

The UNDP regi onal bureaux had each sought to involve the regiona
conmi ssion concerned in the process of formulating the regi onal cooperation
framework (RCF), e.g. through nmeetings between representatives of Governnents
and United Nations agencies and neetings of experts on thenmes such as poverty.
Qutline proposals for the RCF were communi cated to the regi onal comm ssions,
and their docunentation was in turn nade use of by UNDP

The regi onal conmmi ssions continued to play a significant role as
executing agencies for UNDP regional projects. The UNDP-REC task force had
identified a “flagship project” for execution by the regional commission in
each region, which could serve as a platformfor deepening the substantive
policy dial ogue on regional issues.

Under UNDP' s new progranm ng and support cost arrangenents, the regiona
commi ssi ons and ot her executing agenci es woul d have access to funding for

substanti ve studies and project support through the programe devel opment and
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techni cal support w ndows, which they had not had before. Those two w ndows
anounted to 3.6 per cent of UNDP core resources as opposed to 2.7 per cent in
the previous cycle. In the programm ng cycle ending in 1996, UNDP had
approved $30 mllion worth of projects with regional conm ssions. The portion
of core resources devoted to regional cooperation had been increased fromb5.7
to 7.6 per cent in the current cycle.

Bot h UNDP and the regional comm ssions were concerned with sustainable
peopl e-centred devel opnent. That convergence in substantive agendas as wel
as the operational nodalities now avail abl e under the new UNDP progranmm ng
arrangenents would no doubt greatly facilitate future coll aboration

M. MJSA (Observer for Nigeria) enphasized the enornous soci al
econonmi ¢ and political challenges which the African continent continued to
pose to the world at large. Africa s poor econonic performance and uneven
devel opnent testified to a continued failure to tackle root causes, despite
t he vast ampounts of aid, grants and | oans all ocated over the past three
decades. African countries would not be able to free thenselves fromthe
cycle of poverty and underdevel opnment until the inherent structural weaknesses
and i nbal ances were properly apprai sed and addressed.

Vast resources needed to be nobilized, not only fromw thin Africa, but
also fromoutside, in order to inprove the continent's productive capacities,
noderni ze its institutions, devel op and di ssem nate science and technol ogy and
i nprove the transport, conmunications and energy infrastructures. For
recovery and gromh to be sustainable, so nassive a progranme would require
proper coordi nation and a sound foundation in stable and intra-African trade,
whi ch woul d boost internal conpetition and efficiency and enhance Africa’s
conpetitiveness in world markets. Such was the goal of both the Lagos Pl an of
Action and the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Econom ¢ Conmmunity.

The role of ECA and of a reforned and revitalized United Nations was to
be defined in terns of what they could do to neet the form dable chall enges
which Africa posed to itself and to the entire world comunity. ECA should be
strengthened so as to enable it to provide the necessary support, |eadership
and coordination for devel opnent cooperation between the various United
Nations institutions and agencies. Nigeria endorsed the efforts already being
made al ong those |ines by the Executive Secretary.

Al t hough ECA shoul d continue to work closely with the various regiona

groupi ngs, their further proliferation would not serve the interests of
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Africa, if they had insufficient funding and ill-defined objectives. It was
t herefore necessary to reorganize and reorient such groupings. The

i nternational comunity should then provide the necessary resources to ensure
the sustainability of those that were viable.

The failure of the United Nations Programe of Action for African
Econom ¢ Recovery and Devel opnment 1986-1990 (UN- PAAERD) and the United Nations
New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s (UN- NADAF) was wel
known to all concerned. It was to be hoped that the latest initiative derived
fromthe Cairo Agenda for Action on education, health, water, food security,
poverty reduction, trade and enpl oynment generation would receive the necessary
donor support. The 97 support for the initiative was wel cone, and he hoped it
woul d be foll owed by concrete action

M. LOZANO ARREDONDO ( Mexico) said his del egation attached great

i nportance to regional cooperation and the role of the regi onal commi ssions.
In particular, ECLAC had gained a reputation as a centre for economni c thinking
in the region and as a reliable source of information and indicators on
econom ¢ and social matters. |Its operational services played an inportant
role in a wide range of areas, including specialized information, advisory
services, training and support for regional cooperation, activities which
shoul d be pursued and expanded in the future.

A maj or achi evenent of ECLAC had been the way it had adapted its
activities and programmes to changi ng conditions and new chal |l enges in the
region by reducing its size and inproving the quality of its services during a
period of mmjor budgetary restrictions. Reorientation of its programe of
wor k for 1998-1999 would allow ECLAC to concentrate on the issues nost
relevant to Latin Anerica and the Caribbean. 1In order for ECLAC to pursue its
efforts to increase efficiency while continuing to provide support to nmenber
States and to play a magjor role in issues of great inmportance at the regiona
and international levels, it should endeavour to inplement the proposals nade
in the reports under consideration. NMonitoring of the work of ECLAC by the
United Nations and menber States woul d doubtless |lead to further inprovenent.

Menber States, which had the nobst to gain fromreformof the regiona
conmi ssions, had actively involved thenselves in that process. Experience had
shown that the various regi onal comm ssions should be evaluated on a
case- by-case basis, a fact which should be taken into account in the

Secretary-Ceneral's proposals for reform
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M. HI DAYAT (Observer for Indonesia) said that in a world
characterized by globalization, the role of the regional conm ssions in
assisting their nmenber States to cope with the new challenges it presented was
becom ng nore and nore inportant. Their responsibilities had also growmn as a
result of agreenents adopted at recent United Nations conferences in the
econom ¢ and social fields. The regional conm ssions had al ready begun to
i npl ement serious reforns to i nprove the effectiveness with which they
di scharged their new tasks. His delegation particularly welconmed the efforts
made in that direction by ESCAP.

The comm ssion's response was all the nore encouraging in that the
resources available to themwere getting scarcer and scarcer. That inevitably
obliged themto cut back on activities. In view of their nultidisciplinary
nature, a certain mninmm]level of funding had to be preserved if they were to
retain the necessary “critical mass” to deal with rel evant issues.

The tinme had come for the regional comrissions to explore innovative
ways of expanding their activities. To that end, they could seek greater
col | aboration with other regional groupings and financial institutions,

i ncl udi ng regional banks. They could also develop their cooperation with the
private sector and with NGOs. They could usefully pronote regi onal trade and
i nvestment by facilitating business contacts within their respective regions.
They coul d al so assist nenber States with the devel opnent of subregi ona
growt h areas, which were assum ng greater prom nence in South-East Asia and
were considered to hold great potential. The regional comm ssions ought to be
accorded the Council's full support and allocated the resources they would
need in order to help nenber States enhance their capacity to achieve
sust ai nabl e peopl e-centred devel opnent .

M. RU Z BLANCO ( Col onbi a), speaking on behal f of Venezuel a and

his own country, said that the regional conmm ssions were the only bodi es which
bel onged not only to the United Nations structure, but also to the range of

ot her agencies concerned with regional cooperation in the area covered by
their mandates. As part of the United Nations, the comm ssions were the

i nstrument through which international cooperation was inplenmented at the

regi onal level; at the sane tinme, the achievenents of a particular region
coul d be passed on to other regions as a neans of fulfilling the

Organi zation's responsibility to pronote devel opnent and internationa

cooperation. At the regional |evel, the comr ssions gave nenber States an



E/ 1997/ SR. 28/ Add. 1
page 7

opportunity to present their views in a neutral international forumand to
partici pate on an equal basis in discussions and deci sion-nmaking. Through the
mul ti sectoral anal yses they prepared, they nmade it possible to have a clearer
pi cture of the specific situations and needs of each region

While there were many differences between the regi onal commi ssions,
their common goal should be to inprove their effectiveness in order to neet
t he changi ng needs of nenber States. There should be a clear division of
responsibility for regional activities in Latin America and the Cari bbean
bet ween ECLAC and the United Nations agencies, programes and funds on the one
hand and regi onal intergovernnental agencies, on the other, in order to ensure
adequate coordination and to strengthen their respective activities. It was
i mportant for ECLAC to renmain a centre of excellence charged with
col |l aborating with nmenber States in a conprehensive anal ysis of devel opnent
processes geared to the design, nonitoring and eval uation of public policies
and the resulting provision of operational services in the fields of
speci al i zed i nformation, advisory services, training and support for regiona
and international cooperation and coordination

Col onmbi a and Venezuel a supported inplenentati on of the nanagenent pil ot
project, which would allow ECLAC to carry out its activities nore effectively
and flexibly and, at the sane tinme, to render a strict accounting of
performance. It was essential that ECLAC should receive the financia
resources necessary for fulfilnment of its nandate and that its operational and
anal ytical activities should not depend solely on extrabudgetary and bilatera
fundi ng, which threatened its independence.

M . PEDROSO CUESTA (Cuba) said that the current process of reform

taki ng place in ECLAC under its resolution 553 (XXVI) was to a certain extent
devel opi ng gui delines for the reformof other regional conm ssions. The pil ot
project was an interesting proposal, which called for further consideration by
ECLAC member States, particularly in the light of the conclusions of the

ad hoc working group set up under that sanme resolution. Sone elenents of the
pilot project, related to financial managenent and accountability, should be
exam ned nore closely by menber States and ot her rel evant bodies since they

m ght violate the budgetary procedures and practices established by the
General Assenbly. They also included ideas about reducing financing for

certain programmes in the light of the way they were nanaged whi ch had not
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been adopted by consensus. The ongoi ng di scussion of the pilot project in
ACABQ had shown that several of the proposals nade renai ned uncl ear.

Wth regard to the programre of work of the ECLAC system 1998-1999, his
del egati on objected to the om ssion from docunment E/ 1997/5 of the reservations
which it had expressed during the twenty-sixth session of ECLAC and at the
first neeting of the ad hoc working group with regard to the subprogranmes,
and in particular subject area 2.1, “Convergence of the integration process:
econonmic, regulatory and institutional aspects”. The area in question called
for ECLAC to follow up on the results of the so-called Americas Sumrit, which
had not been open to participation by all ECLAC nenber States. Furthernore,
the United Nations nmediumtermplan for the period 1998-2001, which was the
primary | egislative and policy franework for preparation of the Organization's
budget, was insufficient to cover the activity to which his del egation
objected. His delegation was unable to support the proposal and suggested
that the subject area should be del eted.

In closing, he expressed his Governnent's support for ECLAC efforts to
establish priorities for the inplenentation of activities appropriate to the
i nterests and needs of the region

M. FLORES (El Sal vador) said that regional cooperation was of
particul ar inmportance to small econom es that found thensel ves bei ng drawn
into the process of globalization. The regional conmm ssions provided
assistance in areas ranging fromthe analysis of major world issues to the
devel opnent of specify policies and instrunents for individual countries. It
was inportant to Latin American countries that, as part of the reorganization
of the United Nations system ECLAC should be strengthened as a centre of
excel l ence in the area of econom ¢ and social studies charged with
col |l aborating with menmber States in a conprehensive anal ysis of sustainable
devel opnent and in the design, nonitoring and eval uation of public policies.
In that regard, he wel comed the proposal for a pilot project as part of the
ref orm process.

M. ROSENTHAL (Executive Secretary, Econom ¢ Commi ssion for

Latin Anerica and the Caribbean), speaking as current coordi nator of the

regi onal comm ssions, assured the Council that the process of consultation
bet ween the regional conm ssions and their nmenber States would continue. The
latter were to be thanked for their support. He would reply to sone of the

points raised at a | ater neeting.
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M. SOMOL (Czech Republic), introducing the draft resolution on

the need to harnonize and i nprove United Nations informatics systemfor
optimal utilization and accessibility by all States (E/ 1997/L.28), drew
attention to the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (docunment E/ 1997/88) on
i nternational cooperation in the field of informatics, which contained,
inter alia, a review of the activities of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Wrking G oup
on Informatics. The results achieved so far were considerable. By June 1997,
virtually all permanent m ssions in New York had access through the
United Nations and UNDP Internet Wb servers to United Nations data, including
press rel eases, speeches of the Secretary-General and sessional Counci
docunments. The United Nations Honme Page had been inproved and woul d be
further upgraded. Sone 30 permanent m ssions in New York now managed sites on
UNDP servers, which they had been able to design thenselves thanks to training
courses provided by the Secretariat.

Much work rermained to be done before all United Nations docunents and
i nformati on woul d be available on-line. The new information technol ogy
represented an extension of traditional working nethods and procedures which
were capabl e of inproving efficiency. W rking methods did need to be nodified
to ensure that full use was nade of the new tools. As stated in the draft
resolution, all the envisaged activities of the Wrking Goup would be carried

out strictly within existing resources.

The neeting rose at 11 p.m




PROVI SI ONAL

E/ 1997/ SR. 28/ Add. 1
8 Decenber 1997

Oiginal: ENG.ISH

ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L
Subst antive session of 1997

PROVI SI ONAL SUMVARY RECORD OF THE 28th MEETI NG
( SECOND PART) *

Hel d at the Pal ais des Nations, Geneva,
on Tuesday, 15 July 1997, at 3.00 p.m

Presi dent: M. GALUSKA (Czech Republic)

CONTENTS

REG ONAL COOPERATI ON (conti nued)

*  The summary record of the first part of the neeting appears as
docunment E/ 1997/ SR. 28

Corrections to this record should be submtted in one of the working

| anguages. They should be set forth in a nenorandum and al so i ncorporated in
a copy of the record. They should be sent within one week of the date of this

docunent to the Oficial Records Editing Section, roomE. 4108, Pal ais des
Nat i ons, Geneva.

GE. 97-65073 (E)



E/ 1997/ SR. 28/ Add. 1
page 2

REG ONAL COOPERATI ON (agenda item 10) (continued) (E/ 1997/5, 40 and Add. 1,
41-45, 51)

Review and reform of the regional conmm ssions (continued)

M. SOMOL (Czech Republic) said that the trend towards
gl obalization did not nmake regi onal cooperation any less inmportant. In fact,
such cooperation was a key conponent of the new systemof multilatera
relations. It was at the regional |evel that the inportant principle of
subsidiarity could best be applied. In Europe, regional cooperation remai ned
a basic mechanismfor furthering the integration of countries with econom es
in transition.

The regi onal commi ssions had the advantage of long famliarity with
their nmenber States and possessed specific analytical capacities. They were
in the best position to reconcile the general demands generated by
gl obalization with the specific circunmstances and needs of individua
countries. They were not necessarily limted to their own regions, however,
but coul d exchange experience with other commi ssions and conmbi ne forces on
comon issues. The Council was well placed to encourage such cooperation
Simlarly, their expertise could be taken advantage of by other United Nations
agenci es and programmes, and particularly by UNDP in its operationa
activities for devel opnent. The inportance of their relations with the gl oba
functional conm ssions, on the other hand, was sonetinmes underestinmated; there
was room for inprovement with regard to the definition of responsibilities and
t he coordination of activities.

His country greatly appreciated the work of ECE. Europe had undergone
far-reaching transfornmations since the late 1980s. By responding effectively
to the new circunstances, ECE had proved itself to be a valid conponent of the
new architecture of nultilateral institutions in the region and a flexible and
efficient instrunent for international cooperation. Certain ECE activities,
such as UN EDI FACT (El ectronic Data |Interchange for Adm nistration, Conmerce
and Transport) had an inpact far beyond the European continent. ECE differed
fromthe other regional commissions in that its substantive work tended to be
close to that of the specialized agencies. That should not, however, be used
as a pretext for depriving it of adequate funding to support both its

substantive and operational capacities.
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The outcome of the ECE reform process had proved satisfactory, given
that financial constraints constituted a najor factor. It was to be hoped,
however, that there would ensue a real inprovenent in the traditional areas of
ECE work as well as in nore innovative spheres. The latter included, for
exanple, its growing interrelationship with business, academ c circles, NGOs
and the public in general, which was in keeping with the w despread nove away
from State control of national econom es.

The 55 ECE countries had shown a strong political will to arrive at a
consensus on the Geneva reform process. Half the battle still renmained to be
won, however; it was for the Council now to secure practical support fromthe
remai ni ng Menbers of the United Nations and to create the necessary awareness
of ECE needs at United Nations Headquarters in New York. It was the duty of
ECE countries to honour the reformcomm tnments adopted at the jubil ee session
of the Commission in April 1997 and ensure that they were translated into
practice.

M . CHANDAVARKAR (United Nations Devel opnent Programe) said that

UNDP attached great inportance to cooperation at the regional level. A task
force UNDP-REC was convened twi ce a year in order to pronote cooperation with
the regi onal commi ssions both at the policy level and at the operationa
level. It was headed on UNDP' s side by the Associate Adm nistrator, a former
Executive Secretary of ESCAP. Periodic nmeetings were also held with the
Executive Secretaries fromthe various regions.

The UNDP regi onal bureaux had each sought to involve the regiona
conmi ssion concerned in the process of formulating the regi onal cooperation
framework (RCF), e.g. through nmeetings between representatives of Governnents
and United Nations agencies and neetings of experts on thenmes such as poverty.
Qutline proposals for the RCF were communi cated to the regi onal comm ssions,
and their docunentation was in turn nade use of by UNDP

The regi onal conmmi ssions continued to play a significant role as
executing agencies for UNDP regional projects. The UNDP-REC task force had
identified a “flagship project” for execution by the regional commission in
each region, which could serve as a platformfor deepening the substantive
policy dial ogue on regional issues.

Under UNDP' s new progranm ng and support cost arrangenents, the regiona
commi ssi ons and ot her executing agenci es woul d have access to funding for

substanti ve studies and project support through the programe devel opment and
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techni cal support w ndows, which they had not had before. Those two w ndows
anounted to 3.6 per cent of UNDP core resources as opposed to 2.7 per cent in
the previous cycle. In the programm ng cycle ending in 1996, UNDP had
approved $30 mllion worth of projects with regional conm ssions. The portion
of core resources devoted to regional cooperation had been increased fromb5.7
to 7.6 per cent in the current cycle.

Bot h UNDP and the regional comm ssions were concerned with sustainable
peopl e-centred devel opnent. That convergence in substantive agendas as wel
as the operational nodalities now avail abl e under the new UNDP progranmm ng
arrangenents would no doubt greatly facilitate future coll aboration

M. MJSA (Observer for Nigeria) enphasized the enornous soci al
econonmi ¢ and political challenges which the African continent continued to
pose to the world at large. Africa s poor econonic performance and uneven
devel opnent testified to a continued failure to tackle root causes, despite
t he vast ampounts of aid, grants and | oans all ocated over the past three
decades. African countries would not be able to free thenselves fromthe
cycle of poverty and underdevel opnment until the inherent structural weaknesses
and i nbal ances were properly apprai sed and addressed.

Vast resources needed to be nobilized, not only fromw thin Africa, but
also fromoutside, in order to inprove the continent's productive capacities,
noderni ze its institutions, devel op and di ssem nate science and technol ogy and
i nprove the transport, conmunications and energy infrastructures. For
recovery and gromh to be sustainable, so nassive a progranme would require
proper coordi nation and a sound foundation in stable and intra-African trade,
whi ch woul d boost internal conpetition and efficiency and enhance Africa’s
conpetitiveness in world markets. Such was the goal of both the Lagos Pl an of
Action and the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Econom ¢ Conmmunity.

The role of ECA and of a reforned and revitalized United Nations was to
be defined in terns of what they could do to neet the form dable chall enges
which Africa posed to itself and to the entire world comunity. ECA should be
strengthened so as to enable it to provide the necessary support, |eadership
and coordination for devel opnent cooperation between the various United
Nations institutions and agencies. Nigeria endorsed the efforts already being
made al ong those |ines by the Executive Secretary.

Al t hough ECA shoul d continue to work closely with the various regiona

groupi ngs, their further proliferation would not serve the interests of
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Africa, if they had insufficient funding and ill-defined objectives. It was
t herefore necessary to reorganize and reorient such groupings. The

i nternational comunity should then provide the necessary resources to ensure
the sustainability of those that were viable.

The failure of the United Nations Programe of Action for African
Econom ¢ Recovery and Devel opnment 1986-1990 (UN- PAAERD) and the United Nations
New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s (UN- NADAF) was wel
known to all concerned. It was to be hoped that the latest initiative derived
fromthe Cairo Agenda for Action on education, health, water, food security,
poverty reduction, trade and enpl oynment generation would receive the necessary
donor support. The 97 support for the initiative was wel cone, and he hoped it
woul d be foll owed by concrete action

M. LOZANO ARREDONDO ( Mexico) said his del egation attached great

i nportance to regional cooperation and the role of the regi onal commi ssions.
In particular, ECLAC had gained a reputation as a centre for economni c thinking
in the region and as a reliable source of information and indicators on
econom ¢ and social matters. |Its operational services played an inportant
role in a wide range of areas, including specialized information, advisory
services, training and support for regional cooperation, activities which
shoul d be pursued and expanded in the future.

A maj or achi evenent of ECLAC had been the way it had adapted its
activities and programmes to changi ng conditions and new chal |l enges in the
region by reducing its size and inproving the quality of its services during a
period of mmjor budgetary restrictions. Reorientation of its programe of
wor k for 1998-1999 would allow ECLAC to concentrate on the issues nost
relevant to Latin Anerica and the Caribbean. 1In order for ECLAC to pursue its
efforts to increase efficiency while continuing to provide support to nmenber
States and to play a magjor role in issues of great inmportance at the regiona
and international levels, it should endeavour to inplement the proposals nade
in the reports under consideration. NMonitoring of the work of ECLAC by the
United Nations and menber States woul d doubtless |lead to further inprovenent.

Menber States, which had the nobst to gain fromreformof the regiona
conmi ssions, had actively involved thenselves in that process. Experience had
shown that the various regi onal comm ssions should be evaluated on a
case- by-case basis, a fact which should be taken into account in the

Secretary-Ceneral's proposals for reform
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M. HI DAYAT (Observer for Indonesia) said that in a world
characterized by globalization, the role of the regional conm ssions in
assisting their nmenber States to cope with the new challenges it presented was
becom ng nore and nore inportant. Their responsibilities had also growmn as a
result of agreenents adopted at recent United Nations conferences in the
econom ¢ and social fields. The regional conm ssions had al ready begun to
i npl ement serious reforns to i nprove the effectiveness with which they
di scharged their new tasks. His delegation particularly welconmed the efforts
made in that direction by ESCAP.

The comm ssion's response was all the nore encouraging in that the
resources available to themwere getting scarcer and scarcer. That inevitably
obliged themto cut back on activities. In view of their nultidisciplinary
nature, a certain mninmm]level of funding had to be preserved if they were to
retain the necessary “critical mass” to deal with rel evant issues.

The tinme had come for the regional comrissions to explore innovative
ways of expanding their activities. To that end, they could seek greater
col | aboration with other regional groupings and financial institutions,

i ncl udi ng regional banks. They could also develop their cooperation with the
private sector and with NGOs. They could usefully pronote regi onal trade and
i nvestment by facilitating business contacts within their respective regions.
They coul d al so assist nenber States with the devel opnent of subregi ona
growt h areas, which were assum ng greater prom nence in South-East Asia and
were considered to hold great potential. The regional comm ssions ought to be
accorded the Council's full support and allocated the resources they would
need in order to help nenber States enhance their capacity to achieve
sust ai nabl e peopl e-centred devel opnent .

M. RU Z BLANCO ( Col onbi a), speaking on behal f of Venezuel a and

his own country, said that the regional conmm ssions were the only bodi es which
bel onged not only to the United Nations structure, but also to the range of

ot her agencies concerned with regional cooperation in the area covered by
their mandates. As part of the United Nations, the comm ssions were the

i nstrument through which international cooperation was inplenmented at the

regi onal level; at the sane tinme, the achievenents of a particular region
coul d be passed on to other regions as a neans of fulfilling the

Organi zation's responsibility to pronote devel opnent and internationa

cooperation. At the regional |evel, the comr ssions gave nenber States an
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opportunity to present their views in a neutral international forumand to
partici pate on an equal basis in discussions and deci sion-nmaking. Through the
mul ti sectoral anal yses they prepared, they nmade it possible to have a clearer
pi cture of the specific situations and needs of each region

While there were many differences between the regi onal commi ssions,
their common goal should be to inprove their effectiveness in order to neet
t he changi ng needs of nenber States. There should be a clear division of
responsibility for regional activities in Latin America and the Cari bbean
bet ween ECLAC and the United Nations agencies, programes and funds on the one
hand and regi onal intergovernnental agencies, on the other, in order to ensure
adequate coordination and to strengthen their respective activities. It was
i mportant for ECLAC to renmain a centre of excellence charged with
col |l aborating with nmenber States in a conprehensive anal ysis of devel opnent
processes geared to the design, nonitoring and eval uation of public policies
and the resulting provision of operational services in the fields of
speci al i zed i nformation, advisory services, training and support for regiona
and international cooperation and coordination

Col onmbi a and Venezuel a supported inplenentati on of the nanagenent pil ot
project, which would allow ECLAC to carry out its activities nore effectively
and flexibly and, at the sane tinme, to render a strict accounting of
performance. It was essential that ECLAC should receive the financia
resources necessary for fulfilnment of its nandate and that its operational and
anal ytical activities should not depend solely on extrabudgetary and bilatera
fundi ng, which threatened its independence.

M . PEDROSO CUESTA (Cuba) said that the current process of reform

taki ng place in ECLAC under its resolution 553 (XXVI) was to a certain extent
devel opi ng gui delines for the reformof other regional conm ssions. The pil ot
project was an interesting proposal, which called for further consideration by
ECLAC member States, particularly in the light of the conclusions of the

ad hoc working group set up under that sanme resolution. Sone elenents of the
pilot project, related to financial managenent and accountability, should be
exam ned nore closely by menber States and ot her rel evant bodies since they

m ght violate the budgetary procedures and practices established by the
General Assenbly. They also included ideas about reducing financing for

certain programmes in the light of the way they were nanaged whi ch had not
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been adopted by consensus. The ongoi ng di scussion of the pilot project in
ACABQ had shown that several of the proposals nade renai ned uncl ear.

Wth regard to the programre of work of the ECLAC system 1998-1999, his
del egati on objected to the om ssion from docunment E/ 1997/5 of the reservations
which it had expressed during the twenty-sixth session of ECLAC and at the
first neeting of the ad hoc working group with regard to the subprogranmes,
and in particular subject area 2.1, “Convergence of the integration process:
econonmic, regulatory and institutional aspects”. The area in question called
for ECLAC to follow up on the results of the so-called Americas Sumrit, which
had not been open to participation by all ECLAC nenber States. Furthernore,
the United Nations nmediumtermplan for the period 1998-2001, which was the
primary | egislative and policy franework for preparation of the Organization's
budget, was insufficient to cover the activity to which his del egation
objected. His delegation was unable to support the proposal and suggested
that the subject area should be del eted.

In closing, he expressed his Governnent's support for ECLAC efforts to
establish priorities for the inplenentation of activities appropriate to the
i nterests and needs of the region

M. FLORES (El Sal vador) said that regional cooperation was of
particul ar inmportance to small econom es that found thensel ves bei ng drawn
into the process of globalization. The regional conmm ssions provided
assistance in areas ranging fromthe analysis of major world issues to the
devel opnent of specify policies and instrunents for individual countries. It
was inportant to Latin American countries that, as part of the reorganization
of the United Nations system ECLAC should be strengthened as a centre of
excel l ence in the area of econom ¢ and social studies charged with
col |l aborating with menmber States in a conprehensive anal ysis of sustainable
devel opnent and in the design, nonitoring and eval uation of public policies.
In that regard, he wel comed the proposal for a pilot project as part of the
ref orm process.

M. ROSENTHAL (Executive Secretary, Econom ¢ Commi ssion for

Latin Anerica and the Caribbean), speaking as current coordi nator of the

regi onal comm ssions, assured the Council that the process of consultation
bet ween the regional conm ssions and their nmenber States would continue. The
latter were to be thanked for their support. He would reply to sone of the

points raised at a | ater neeting.
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M. SOMOL (Czech Republic), introducing the draft resolution on

the need to harnonize and i nprove United Nations informatics systemfor
optimal utilization and accessibility by all States (E/ 1997/L.28), drew
attention to the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (docunment E/ 1997/88) on
i nternational cooperation in the field of informatics, which contained,
inter alia, a review of the activities of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Wrking G oup
on Informatics. The results achieved so far were considerable. By June 1997,
virtually all permanent m ssions in New York had access through the
United Nations and UNDP Internet Wb servers to United Nations data, including
press rel eases, speeches of the Secretary-General and sessional Counci
docunments. The United Nations Honme Page had been inproved and woul d be
further upgraded. Sone 30 permanent m ssions in New York now managed sites on
UNDP servers, which they had been able to design thenselves thanks to training
courses provided by the Secretariat.

Much work rermained to be done before all United Nations docunents and
i nformati on woul d be available on-line. The new information technol ogy
represented an extension of traditional working nethods and procedures which
were capabl e of inproving efficiency. W rking methods did need to be nodified
to ensure that full use was nade of the new tools. As stated in the draft
resolution, all the envisaged activities of the Wrking Goup would be carried

out strictly within existing resources.

The neeting rose at 11 p.m
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REG ONAL COOPERATI ON (agenda item 10) (continued) (E/ 1997/5, 40 and Add. 1,
41-45, 51)

Review and reform of the regional conmm ssions (continued)

M. SOMOL (Czech Republic) said that the trend towards
gl obalization did not nmake regi onal cooperation any less inmportant. In fact,
such cooperation was a key conponent of the new systemof multilatera
relations. It was at the regional |evel that the inportant principle of
subsidiarity could best be applied. In Europe, regional cooperation remai ned
a basic mechanismfor furthering the integration of countries with econom es
in transition.

The regi onal commi ssions had the advantage of long famliarity with
their nmenber States and possessed specific analytical capacities. They were
in the best position to reconcile the general demands generated by
gl obalization with the specific circunmstances and needs of individua
countries. They were not necessarily limted to their own regions, however,
but coul d exchange experience with other commi ssions and conmbi ne forces on
comon issues. The Council was well placed to encourage such cooperation
Simlarly, their expertise could be taken advantage of by other United Nations
agenci es and programmes, and particularly by UNDP in its operationa
activities for devel opnent. The inportance of their relations with the gl oba
functional conm ssions, on the other hand, was sonetinmes underestinmated; there
was room for inprovement with regard to the definition of responsibilities and
t he coordination of activities.

His country greatly appreciated the work of ECE. Europe had undergone
far-reaching transfornmations since the late 1980s. By responding effectively
to the new circunstances, ECE had proved itself to be a valid conponent of the
new architecture of nultilateral institutions in the region and a flexible and
efficient instrunent for international cooperation. Certain ECE activities,
such as UN EDI FACT (El ectronic Data |Interchange for Adm nistration, Conmerce
and Transport) had an inpact far beyond the European continent. ECE differed
fromthe other regional commissions in that its substantive work tended to be
close to that of the specialized agencies. That should not, however, be used
as a pretext for depriving it of adequate funding to support both its

substantive and operational capacities.
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The outcome of the ECE reform process had proved satisfactory, given
that financial constraints constituted a najor factor. It was to be hoped,
however, that there would ensue a real inprovenent in the traditional areas of
ECE work as well as in nore innovative spheres. The latter included, for
exanple, its growing interrelationship with business, academ c circles, NGOs
and the public in general, which was in keeping with the w despread nove away
from State control of national econom es.

The 55 ECE countries had shown a strong political will to arrive at a
consensus on the Geneva reform process. Half the battle still renmained to be
won, however; it was for the Council now to secure practical support fromthe
remai ni ng Menbers of the United Nations and to create the necessary awareness
of ECE needs at United Nations Headquarters in New York. It was the duty of
ECE countries to honour the reformcomm tnments adopted at the jubil ee session
of the Commission in April 1997 and ensure that they were translated into
practice.

M . CHANDAVARKAR (United Nations Devel opnent Programe) said that

UNDP attached great inportance to cooperation at the regional level. A task
force UNDP-REC was convened twi ce a year in order to pronote cooperation with
the regi onal commi ssions both at the policy level and at the operationa
level. It was headed on UNDP' s side by the Associate Adm nistrator, a former
Executive Secretary of ESCAP. Periodic nmeetings were also held with the
Executive Secretaries fromthe various regions.

The UNDP regi onal bureaux had each sought to involve the regiona
conmi ssion concerned in the process of formulating the regi onal cooperation
framework (RCF), e.g. through nmeetings between representatives of Governnents
and United Nations agencies and neetings of experts on thenmes such as poverty.
Qutline proposals for the RCF were communi cated to the regi onal comm ssions,
and their docunentation was in turn nade use of by UNDP

The regi onal conmmi ssions continued to play a significant role as
executing agencies for UNDP regional projects. The UNDP-REC task force had
identified a “flagship project” for execution by the regional commission in
each region, which could serve as a platformfor deepening the substantive
policy dial ogue on regional issues.

Under UNDP' s new progranm ng and support cost arrangenents, the regiona
commi ssi ons and ot her executing agenci es woul d have access to funding for

substanti ve studies and project support through the programe devel opment and
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techni cal support w ndows, which they had not had before. Those two w ndows
anounted to 3.6 per cent of UNDP core resources as opposed to 2.7 per cent in
the previous cycle. In the programm ng cycle ending in 1996, UNDP had
approved $30 mllion worth of projects with regional conm ssions. The portion
of core resources devoted to regional cooperation had been increased fromb5.7
to 7.6 per cent in the current cycle.

Bot h UNDP and the regional comm ssions were concerned with sustainable
peopl e-centred devel opnent. That convergence in substantive agendas as wel
as the operational nodalities now avail abl e under the new UNDP progranmm ng
arrangenents would no doubt greatly facilitate future coll aboration

M. MJSA (Observer for Nigeria) enphasized the enornous soci al
econonmi ¢ and political challenges which the African continent continued to
pose to the world at large. Africa s poor econonic performance and uneven
devel opnent testified to a continued failure to tackle root causes, despite
t he vast ampounts of aid, grants and | oans all ocated over the past three
decades. African countries would not be able to free thenselves fromthe
cycle of poverty and underdevel opnment until the inherent structural weaknesses
and i nbal ances were properly apprai sed and addressed.

Vast resources needed to be nobilized, not only fromw thin Africa, but
also fromoutside, in order to inprove the continent's productive capacities,
noderni ze its institutions, devel op and di ssem nate science and technol ogy and
i nprove the transport, conmunications and energy infrastructures. For
recovery and gromh to be sustainable, so nassive a progranme would require
proper coordi nation and a sound foundation in stable and intra-African trade,
whi ch woul d boost internal conpetition and efficiency and enhance Africa’s
conpetitiveness in world markets. Such was the goal of both the Lagos Pl an of
Action and the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Econom ¢ Conmmunity.

The role of ECA and of a reforned and revitalized United Nations was to
be defined in terns of what they could do to neet the form dable chall enges
which Africa posed to itself and to the entire world comunity. ECA should be
strengthened so as to enable it to provide the necessary support, |eadership
and coordination for devel opnent cooperation between the various United
Nations institutions and agencies. Nigeria endorsed the efforts already being
made al ong those |ines by the Executive Secretary.

Al t hough ECA shoul d continue to work closely with the various regiona

groupi ngs, their further proliferation would not serve the interests of
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Africa, if they had insufficient funding and ill-defined objectives. It was
t herefore necessary to reorganize and reorient such groupings. The

i nternational comunity should then provide the necessary resources to ensure
the sustainability of those that were viable.

The failure of the United Nations Programe of Action for African
Econom ¢ Recovery and Devel opnment 1986-1990 (UN- PAAERD) and the United Nations
New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s (UN- NADAF) was wel
known to all concerned. It was to be hoped that the latest initiative derived
fromthe Cairo Agenda for Action on education, health, water, food security,
poverty reduction, trade and enpl oynment generation would receive the necessary
donor support. The 97 support for the initiative was wel cone, and he hoped it
woul d be foll owed by concrete action

M. LOZANO ARREDONDO ( Mexico) said his del egation attached great

i nportance to regional cooperation and the role of the regi onal commi ssions.
In particular, ECLAC had gained a reputation as a centre for economni c thinking
in the region and as a reliable source of information and indicators on
econom ¢ and social matters. |Its operational services played an inportant
role in a wide range of areas, including specialized information, advisory
services, training and support for regional cooperation, activities which
shoul d be pursued and expanded in the future.

A maj or achi evenent of ECLAC had been the way it had adapted its
activities and programmes to changi ng conditions and new chal |l enges in the
region by reducing its size and inproving the quality of its services during a
period of mmjor budgetary restrictions. Reorientation of its programe of
wor k for 1998-1999 would allow ECLAC to concentrate on the issues nost
relevant to Latin Anerica and the Caribbean. 1In order for ECLAC to pursue its
efforts to increase efficiency while continuing to provide support to nmenber
States and to play a magjor role in issues of great inmportance at the regiona
and international levels, it should endeavour to inplement the proposals nade
in the reports under consideration. NMonitoring of the work of ECLAC by the
United Nations and menber States woul d doubtless |lead to further inprovenent.

Menber States, which had the nobst to gain fromreformof the regiona
conmi ssions, had actively involved thenselves in that process. Experience had
shown that the various regi onal comm ssions should be evaluated on a
case- by-case basis, a fact which should be taken into account in the

Secretary-Ceneral's proposals for reform
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M. HI DAYAT (Observer for Indonesia) said that in a world
characterized by globalization, the role of the regional conm ssions in
assisting their nmenber States to cope with the new challenges it presented was
becom ng nore and nore inportant. Their responsibilities had also growmn as a
result of agreenents adopted at recent United Nations conferences in the
econom ¢ and social fields. The regional conm ssions had al ready begun to
i npl ement serious reforns to i nprove the effectiveness with which they
di scharged their new tasks. His delegation particularly welconmed the efforts
made in that direction by ESCAP.

The comm ssion's response was all the nore encouraging in that the
resources available to themwere getting scarcer and scarcer. That inevitably
obliged themto cut back on activities. In view of their nultidisciplinary
nature, a certain mninmm]level of funding had to be preserved if they were to
retain the necessary “critical mass” to deal with rel evant issues.

The tinme had come for the regional comrissions to explore innovative
ways of expanding their activities. To that end, they could seek greater
col | aboration with other regional groupings and financial institutions,

i ncl udi ng regional banks. They could also develop their cooperation with the
private sector and with NGOs. They could usefully pronote regi onal trade and
i nvestment by facilitating business contacts within their respective regions.
They coul d al so assist nenber States with the devel opnent of subregi ona
growt h areas, which were assum ng greater prom nence in South-East Asia and
were considered to hold great potential. The regional comm ssions ought to be
accorded the Council's full support and allocated the resources they would
need in order to help nenber States enhance their capacity to achieve
sust ai nabl e peopl e-centred devel opnent .

M. RU Z BLANCO ( Col onbi a), speaking on behal f of Venezuel a and

his own country, said that the regional conmm ssions were the only bodi es which
bel onged not only to the United Nations structure, but also to the range of

ot her agencies concerned with regional cooperation in the area covered by
their mandates. As part of the United Nations, the comm ssions were the

i nstrument through which international cooperation was inplenmented at the

regi onal level; at the sane tinme, the achievenents of a particular region
coul d be passed on to other regions as a neans of fulfilling the

Organi zation's responsibility to pronote devel opnent and internationa

cooperation. At the regional |evel, the comr ssions gave nenber States an
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opportunity to present their views in a neutral international forumand to
partici pate on an equal basis in discussions and deci sion-nmaking. Through the
mul ti sectoral anal yses they prepared, they nmade it possible to have a clearer
pi cture of the specific situations and needs of each region

While there were many differences between the regi onal commi ssions,
their common goal should be to inprove their effectiveness in order to neet
t he changi ng needs of nenber States. There should be a clear division of
responsibility for regional activities in Latin America and the Cari bbean
bet ween ECLAC and the United Nations agencies, programes and funds on the one
hand and regi onal intergovernnental agencies, on the other, in order to ensure
adequate coordination and to strengthen their respective activities. It was
i mportant for ECLAC to renmain a centre of excellence charged with
col |l aborating with nmenber States in a conprehensive anal ysis of devel opnent
processes geared to the design, nonitoring and eval uation of public policies
and the resulting provision of operational services in the fields of
speci al i zed i nformation, advisory services, training and support for regiona
and international cooperation and coordination

Col onmbi a and Venezuel a supported inplenentati on of the nanagenent pil ot
project, which would allow ECLAC to carry out its activities nore effectively
and flexibly and, at the sane tinme, to render a strict accounting of
performance. It was essential that ECLAC should receive the financia
resources necessary for fulfilnment of its nandate and that its operational and
anal ytical activities should not depend solely on extrabudgetary and bilatera
fundi ng, which threatened its independence.

M . PEDROSO CUESTA (Cuba) said that the current process of reform

taki ng place in ECLAC under its resolution 553 (XXVI) was to a certain extent
devel opi ng gui delines for the reformof other regional conm ssions. The pil ot
project was an interesting proposal, which called for further consideration by
ECLAC member States, particularly in the light of the conclusions of the

ad hoc working group set up under that sanme resolution. Sone elenents of the
pilot project, related to financial managenent and accountability, should be
exam ned nore closely by menber States and ot her rel evant bodies since they

m ght violate the budgetary procedures and practices established by the
General Assenbly. They also included ideas about reducing financing for

certain programmes in the light of the way they were nanaged whi ch had not
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been adopted by consensus. The ongoi ng di scussion of the pilot project in
ACABQ had shown that several of the proposals nade renai ned uncl ear.

Wth regard to the programre of work of the ECLAC system 1998-1999, his
del egati on objected to the om ssion from docunment E/ 1997/5 of the reservations
which it had expressed during the twenty-sixth session of ECLAC and at the
first neeting of the ad hoc working group with regard to the subprogranmes,
and in particular subject area 2.1, “Convergence of the integration process:
econonmic, regulatory and institutional aspects”. The area in question called
for ECLAC to follow up on the results of the so-called Americas Sumrit, which
had not been open to participation by all ECLAC nenber States. Furthernore,
the United Nations nmediumtermplan for the period 1998-2001, which was the
primary | egislative and policy franework for preparation of the Organization's
budget, was insufficient to cover the activity to which his del egation
objected. His delegation was unable to support the proposal and suggested
that the subject area should be del eted.

In closing, he expressed his Governnent's support for ECLAC efforts to
establish priorities for the inplenentation of activities appropriate to the
i nterests and needs of the region

M. FLORES (El Sal vador) said that regional cooperation was of
particul ar inmportance to small econom es that found thensel ves bei ng drawn
into the process of globalization. The regional conmm ssions provided
assistance in areas ranging fromthe analysis of major world issues to the
devel opnent of specify policies and instrunents for individual countries. It
was inportant to Latin American countries that, as part of the reorganization
of the United Nations system ECLAC should be strengthened as a centre of
excel l ence in the area of econom ¢ and social studies charged with
col |l aborating with menmber States in a conprehensive anal ysis of sustainable
devel opnent and in the design, nonitoring and eval uation of public policies.
In that regard, he wel comed the proposal for a pilot project as part of the
ref orm process.

M. ROSENTHAL (Executive Secretary, Econom ¢ Commi ssion for

Latin Anerica and the Caribbean), speaking as current coordi nator of the

regi onal comm ssions, assured the Council that the process of consultation
bet ween the regional conm ssions and their nmenber States would continue. The
latter were to be thanked for their support. He would reply to sone of the

points raised at a | ater neeting.
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M. SOMOL (Czech Republic), introducing the draft resolution on

the need to harnonize and i nprove United Nations informatics systemfor
optimal utilization and accessibility by all States (E/ 1997/L.28), drew
attention to the report of the Secretary-Ceneral (docunment E/ 1997/88) on
i nternational cooperation in the field of informatics, which contained,
inter alia, a review of the activities of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Wrking G oup
on Informatics. The results achieved so far were considerable. By June 1997,
virtually all permanent m ssions in New York had access through the
United Nations and UNDP Internet Wb servers to United Nations data, including
press rel eases, speeches of the Secretary-General and sessional Counci
docunments. The United Nations Honme Page had been inproved and woul d be
further upgraded. Sone 30 permanent m ssions in New York now managed sites on
UNDP servers, which they had been able to design thenselves thanks to training
courses provided by the Secretariat.

Much work rermained to be done before all United Nations docunents and
i nformati on woul d be available on-line. The new information technol ogy
represented an extension of traditional working nethods and procedures which
were capabl e of inproving efficiency. W rking methods did need to be nodified
to ensure that full use was nade of the new tools. As stated in the draft
resolution, all the envisaged activities of the Wrking Goup would be carried

out strictly within existing resources.

The neeting rose at 11 p.m




