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Report of the Conmmttee on Devel opnent Pl anni ng

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 46/206 of 20 Decenber 1991 on the report of the
Conmittee for Devel opment Planning and criteria for identifying the |east
devel oped countries,

Taki ng note of Economic and Social Council decision 1997/223 of
18 July 1997 concerning the recommendati on of the Conmittee for Devel opnent
Pl anni ng that Vanuatu be graduated fromthe |list of the |east devel oped
countri es,

Taking note al so of Econom c and Social Council decision 1997/223,
subpar agraph (b) of 18 July 1997

Noting the content of the letter of the Prine Mnister of Vanuatu! stating
t he reasons advanced to support his position that the review of Vanuatu's status
shoul d be deferred to the year 2000,

' ANC 2/52/5, annex, appendi x.
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Noting further the decision of the Conmittee for Devel opnent Planning,? in
accordance with CGeneral Assenbly resolution 51/183 of 11 February 1997, to
exam ne as part of its work programme for 1997 to 1998, the report to be
prepared by the Secretary-General on the vulnerability index and to consider the
useful ness of such an index as a criterion for the designation of the |east
devel oped countries in its exam nation of issues related to inprovenents to the
criteria and met hodol ogy for the designation of the | east devel oped countri es,

Taking into account statenents made by several del egations during the
debate on the report of the Econom ¢ and Social Council at the neetings of the
Second Conmittee of the General Assenbly on 11 Novenber 1997,

1. Reaffirnms paragraphs 4 and 5 of its resolution 46/206 relating to
transitional arrangenents;

2. Wl cones the convening of Wirking Goup Il of the Conmttee for
Devel opnent Planning in New York from17 to 19 Decenber 1997 to review the
results of the technical work and the outcone of the expert group neeting, as
requested by the CGeneral Assenbly in its resolution 51/183;

3. Deci des to postpone its consideration of Econom c and Soci al Counci
deci si on 1997/ 223, subparagraph (a), in consideration of the views and
recomendati ons to be submitted by the Committee for Devel opnent Planning to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-third session through the Econom ¢ and Soci al
Council, in accordance with paragraphs 9 and 10 of resolution 51/183, on the
useful ness of the vulnerability index as a criterion for the designation of the
| east devel oped countries, and, without prejudice to the full devel opment and
exam nation of the vulnerability index, its potential application in assessing
t he graduati on of Vanuatu, a snmall island developing State, fromthe list of the
| east devel oped countries, and to take a decision accordingly.

2 Recogni zi ng, without prejudice, the Econom c and Social Council review of
its subsidiary bodies, as initiated in General Assenbly resolution 50/227 of
24 May 1996, bearing in mind other rel evant General Assenbly resol utions.



