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I. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. This revised version of the Guidelines for the Review of Policies and

Procedures concerni ng Techni cal Cooperation anong Devel opi ng Countries (TCDC)
has been prepared for submi ssion to the General Assenbly through the Economc
and Social Council at its resuned session of 1997, pursuant to decision 10/2 of
the Hi gh-level Commttee on the Review of Technical Cooperation anmong Devel opi ng
Countries at its tenth session.?

2. In accordance with the above-nenti oned decision, the Special Unit for
Techni cal Cooperati on anmong Devel opi ng Countries, prepared the revised

Gui delines follow ng extensive consultations with the organi zati ons and agenci es
of the United Nations system taking into account the experience gained by them
in the application of the guidelines previously approved by the Adm nistrative
Conmittee on Coordination (ACC) in 1993. The docunment is therefore the result
of a concerted effort to fornulate systemw de gui delines for the purpose of
ensuring a coordi nated approach to the pronotion and application of TCDC by the
organi zations of the United Nations system

3. The High-level Commttee on the Review of Technical Cooperation anong

Devel oping Countries initiated this review process seven years ago inits
decision 7/1 (6 June 1991) in which it recomended that the Governing Council of
the United Nations Devel opnent Programe (UNDP) shoul d convene a special neeting
of TCDC focal points of the United Nations systemin early 1992 in order to
prepare guidelines for the review of the policies and procedures on TCDC in the
various organizations. |In addition, the Hi gh-level Conmttee recomended that

t he guidelines be reviewed by the Adm nistrative Conmttee on Coordination (ACC
and be transmtted to the Hi gh-level Comrittee for its consideration and
adoption with a view to their subsequent inplenentation by the organizations
concerned.? It further recomrended that the ACC should nonitor the

i npl enentati on of the guidelines on a regular basis through the meetings of TCDC
focal points of the United Nations organizations.

4. The UNDP Governi ng Council wel conmed the decision of the High-leve
Conmittee and requested the Adm nistrator to facilitate the inplenentation of
the guidelines in cooperation with other organizations of the United Nations
system and to report to the Council at its fortieth session, in 1993. At its
ei ghth session, held in 1993, the H gh-level Comrittee noted with appreciation
t he guidelines approved by ACC and cal |l ed upon the organi zati ons of the United
Nati ons systemto apply themon an experinental basis.?3

5. At its tenth session, the High-level Commttee took further initiatives to
ensure that the guidelines, which had been applied on an experinental basis
since 1993, were reviewed and revised as a basis for their nore intensive
application. Accordingly, inits decision 10/2 of 9 May 1997, the Committee
requested the Adm nistrator of UNDP to carry out consultations with the

organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations systemand to submt
recomendati ons on the subject to the General Assenbly at its fifty-second
sessi on, through the Econom c and Social Council, for further consideration and
approval, with the expectation that recommendati ons woul d be submitted to the
General Assenbly at its fifty-third session in the context of the triennial
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policy review of operational activities for devel opnment of the United Nations
system!

6. Pursuant to the provisions of decision 10/2 of the Hi gh-level Comittee,
prelimnary consultations on the preparation of the revised guidelines were
carried out on 12 May 1997, at a neeting of a nunmber of focal points of

organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations system whi ch was convened by
the Special Unit for TCDC within UNDP. Although the validity and rel evance of
the guidelines to the pronotion of TCDC were recognized at that neeting, it was
agreed that the guidelines would be further revised and updated and t hat

consul tations would be held with all agencies and organi zations in order to
arrive at conmmon agreenent on the subject. On 27 June 1997, a draft of the
revi sed guidelines was submtted by the Adm nistrator of UNDP to the heads of

t he organi zations and agencies of the United Nations system Their coments and
reconmendati ons have been integrated into the text.

7. The proposals contained in this docunent are for the nost part an
affirmati on of the Quidelines that had been approved by ACC and subsequently

wel coned by the High-level Commttee in 1993. However, sone revisions have
been made in order to nmake the guidelines nore consistent with the strategic
orientation and focus of the report on new directions for TCDC, * prepared at the
request of the General Assenbly in 1994,% and to incorporate the views expressed
by various organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations systemon the
subject. Oher revisions have their source in policy-related directives issuing
fromrecent decisions and resolutions of the General Assenbly, the Econom c and
Social Council, the H gh-level Conmttee on the Review of TCDC and t he UNDP
Executive Board.

I1. DEFINTION SCOPE AND OBJECTI VES OF TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON
AMONG DEVELGPI NG COUNTRI ES

8. Techni cal cooperation anbng devel opi ng countries, w dely known by the
acronym TCDC, is essentially a process whereby two or nore devel opi ng countries
pursue their individual or collective devel opnment through cooperative exchanges
of know edge, skills, resources and technical know how. |Ideally, TCDC
activities should be initiated, organi zed and managed by devel opi ng countries
thensel ves with their Governnments playing a lead role while involving public and
private institutions, non-governnental organizations and individuals. TCDCis
mul ti di nensional in scope and can therefore include all sectors and all Kkinds of
techni cal cooperation activities of devel oping countries, whether bilateral or
nmul tilateral, subregional, regional or interregional in character. The

chall enge is to marshal innovative approaches, nethods and techniques that are
particularly adapted to |ocal needs wi thout supplanting existing nodalities of

t echni cal cooperation which have proven useful

9. The principle objectives of TCDC are spelled out in the Buenos Aires Pl an
of Action for Pronoting and | nplenmenting Techni cal Cooperati on Anong Devel opi ng
Countries,® adopted at the United Nations Conference on Techni cal Cooperation
anong Devel oping Countries in 1978.
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10. In essence, the Plan of Action provided the international community with
guiding principles for solving the problens faced by devel opi ng countries as
they sought to tackle the challenges of devel opnent in a post-colonial context.
The proposals contained in the report on new directions® render the Plan nore
rel evant today by providing a package of innovative TCDC approaches in the
context of new challenges facing these countries in the wake of current trends
towards gl obalization and liberalization

[11. H STOR CAL BACKGROUND

11. The pronotion of TCDC has been an inportant thene in devel opnent
cooperation for alnobst two decades, ever since it was given special inpetus in
1978 by the General Assenbly.’” The Buenos Aires Plan of Action provides the
basic legislative framework for menber countries and the United Nations

devel opnent system

12. The ultimate goal of TCDC is the pronotion of national and collective
self-reliance anmong devel opi ng countries, on the one hand, and gl oba

i nt erdependence, on the other. |In pronoting TCDC, devel opi ng countries advance
their self-reliance through the harnessing and utilization of capacities
existing within the countries of the South. To underscore the continued

i nportance of interdependence in international devel opnment cooperation, the Pl an
of Action, enphasizes that TCDC is conplenmentary to - not a substitute for -
tradi tional North/South devel opment cooperation. It assigns primary
responsibility to the devel oping countries for organizing, managi ng and
financing TCDC, but the United Nations devel opnent systemis expected to play a
catalytic and pronotional role. The Plan specifically states that the entire
United Nations devel opnment system nust be perneated by the spirit of TCDC and
all its organizations should play a prominent role as pronoters and catal ysts.

13. Gven the primary responsibility of the devel oping countries thenselves for
TCDC, the role of the United Nations devel opnent systemis largely supportive of
their efforts. Financial and other forns of assistance fromthe United Nations
systemare to be regarded as conpl enentary and not as a substitute for the
resources and efforts of the devel oping countries thenselves. This position has
been endorsed by the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU).?8

14. The continued validity of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action has been
repeatedly reaffirned by the General Assenbly, the Econom c and Social Council,
and by the conferences and governi ng bodi es of many specialized agenci es.
Ceneral Assenbly resolution 46/ 159 states that technical cooperation anong
devel opi ng countries remains a key elenent in global econom c cooperation; in
resol ution 48/ 172, the Assenbly went further and urged Menber States, UNDP and
ot her organi zations of the United Nations devel opnent systemto give high
priority and full support to TCDC in their respective fields of conpetence. In
resol ution 49/96, the Assenbly directed its attention to the articulation of a
new vi sion for TCDC, based on the new chal |l enges facing the devel opi ng
countries, and therefore requested the Hi gh-level Conmttee to deliberate on
specific policies and operational interventions that woul d enabl e devel opi ng
countries to neet the chall enges posed by the energing gl obal econonic order
On the basis of that resolution, the Special Unit for TCDC carried out wi de-
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rangi ng consultations. It then formul ated conprehensive proposals in its report
on new directions for TCDC, * whi ch was subsequently wel comed by npbst United
Nat i ons organi zati ons, and endorsed by the H gh-level Committee, the Executive
Board of the UNDP, and the Economi ¢ and Social Council. In resolution 50/119,
the General Assenbly al so endorsed the recomrendati ons contained in the report
and cal |l ed upon all Governments, relevant United Nations organizati ons and
multilateral financial institutions to consider increasing allocations of
resources for econom c and techni cal cooperati on anong devel opi ng countri es.
TCDC al so found strong endorsenent in the South Comm ssion report, entitled The
Chal l enge to the South,® and in the resolutions of the Food and Agriculture
Organi zation of the United Nations, the International Labour O ganization and
the World Health Organization. The Econom c and Social Council, in its decision
1992/ 41, called on all parties in the devel opment partnership to give "first
consi deration” to TCDC and to review their policies and practices to facilitate
the use of TCDC in the design, formul ation, inplenentation and eval uation of
programes and projects supported by them

15. The overall intergovernnental review of TCDC is entrusted to a high-I|eve
neeting of representatives of all countries participating in UNDP. The neeting
was renaned the High-level Commttee on the Review of Techni cal Cooperation
Anong Devel oping Countries. Wthin UNDP, the Special Unit for TCDC serves as
the secretariat of the High-level Conmittee, in addition to carrying out other
substantive responsibilities for the pronotion and inplenmentation of TCDC
activities. The General Assenbly has consistently endorsed the rel evance of the
reconmendati ons of the Hi gh-level Comrittee, and has repeatedly underscored the
i nportance of inplementing the Conmttee's decisions as a basis for

st rengt heni ng TCDC

16. The Hi gh-level Commttee neets biennially and has so far revi ewed nine
progress reports which, anmong other things, detailed the advances made in

i mpl ementing the tasks entrusted to the United Nations devel opnment systemin
pronoting TCDC. In all reports of the United Nations organi zati ons and agenci es
to the High-level Committee, the inportance of expandi ng and strengthening TCDC
focal points has been recogni zed.

V. TCDC POLICI ES AND THE PROGRESS MADE SI NCE THE
ADOPTI ON OF THE BUENCS Al RES PLAN OF ACTI ON

17. Resolutions and deci sions adopted by the General Assenbly, the Econom c and
Soci al Council, and the High-level Conmittee have contributed to the adoption of
a nore systematic approach to TCDC within the United Nations devel opnent system
In 1980, the H gh-level Committee, inter alia, invited all Governnents of the
devel opi ng countries that had not done so to establish national focal points or
ot her appropriate mechani snms for technical cooperation anmong devel opi ng
countries, in keeping with recommendati on 3 of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action
To mark the tenth anniversary of the Plan of Action, the General Assenbly, in
resol uti on 44/ 222, once again called on Governnments and the organi zati ons and
agenci es of the United Nations systemto inplenent the recomendati ons contai ned
in the Plan of Action. The Econonic and Social Council, inits resolution

1992/ 41, reiterated the need for the wi despread application of TCDC. Inits
decision 6/4 of 29 Septenber 1989, the Hi gh-level Conmttee sought to strengthen

/...
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TCDC by cal ling upon devel opi ng countries to prepare elaborate directories on
the supply and demand of TCDC, including priority areas/sectors, needs and
capacities for TCDC. Devel oping countries were also requested to establish data
banks containing information on their national experts, institutions,

pr of essi onal organizations, and |ocal techniques and technologies with a viewto
utilizing the potential of TCDC in various regions. Further, inits

decision 8/ 2, the H gh-level Committee adopted a strategy and framework for the
pronotion and application of TCDC in the 1990s, which was endorsed by the
General Assenbly in its resolution 48/172. The strategy recomended, anong

ot her things, that high priority should be given to Econom c and Soci al Counci
resolution 1992/41 in regard to giving "first consideration" to the application
of TCDC in the inplenmentation of technical cooperation progranmres and projects.
More recently, at its ninth session, the H gh-level Conmttee adopted the report
on new directions for TCDC.* The report was endorsed by the UNDP Executive
Board, the Economic and Social Council, and the General Assenbly. Based on

t hese broad policies, UNDP and ot her agencies of the United Nations system have
al so sought to develop a franmework of operational guidelines to facilitate the
use of TCDC in their programmes and projects.

18. On 2 April 1979, UNDP issued a docunent entitled "Strengthening the
capacity of UNDP to pronote and support technical cooperati on anmong devel opi ng
countries", ' which outlined neasures the programme intended to inplenent in
order to discharge its expanded responsibility to support TCDC. 1In addition to
providing a detailed description of the functions of the Special Unit for TCDC

t he docunment demponstrated UNDP's conmitnent to the objectives of the Plan of
Action. During the fifth progranm ng cycle (1992-1996), UNDP identified TCDC as
one of its six programme priorities, and special programre resources were
allocated for a wide variety of activities. They included the promotion of TCDC
t hrough exerci ses and subject-specific workshops ained at matching the needs and
capacities of devel oping countries; the pronotion of TCDC through sensitization
and i nformati on exchange; capacity enhancenent for the application of TCDC
support to TCDC by means of studi es and eval uations; and support for the

| aunching of projects arising fromthe exercises matching capacity to needs.
During the fifth Programme cycle, the Special Unit for TCDC supported nore than
130 interventions globally, in a wide variety of areas of central inportance to
t he devel opi ng countri es.

19. For the progranm ng period 1997-1999, the UNDP Executive Board has

al l ocated 0.05 per cent of overall programe resources for TCDC. The
Cooperation Franework for TCDC, 1997-1999, which was prepared by the Speci al
Unit for TCDC, will serve as the basis for the progranm ng of those resources.
The Framewor k enbodi es two broad categories of activities in support of TCDC
The first focuses on support for sustainable human devel opnent objecti ves.
Projects will deal with poverty eradication, the environment, production and
enpl oynent, trade, investnment and macroecononi ¢ nanagenent. The second category
i nvol ves the pronotion of TCDC through policy fornmulation and coordi nation
capaci ty enhancenment for the managenent of TCDC and infornmation support
activities.

20. In response to a request nade by the Hi gh-level Conmttee at its tenth
session, the UNDP Admi ni strator has announced that the TCDC nodality wll
receive "first consideration" in UNDP programm ng as a corporate policy.
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Accordingly, the TCDC nodality is to be mainstreaned in all UNDP programes and
projects, and support to TCDC will becone one of the core responsibilities of
UNDP resi dent representatives.

21. In their reports submtted to the Hi gh-level Commttee, United Nations
organi zations indicate that, in addition to executing specific TCDC programes
and projects, they also pronbte initiatives designed to integrate the TCDC
concept into the activities carried out in their respective fields of
conpetence.* They contribute to human resource devel opnent and institution-
bui | di ng by supporting the use of experts and technol ogy transfer; networking
anong institutions and information systens on a regional basis; the exchange of
technical information and directories of national institutions; matching of
needs and capacities; and support for sem nars, workshops and study tours ained
at strengtheni ng techni cal cooperation anong devel opi ng countri es.

22. Some organi zations have nore explicit policies on TCDC. The Wrld Health
Organi zation (WHO), for instance, has pronoted col |l aboration between various
nedi cal training and research institutions in devel oping countries in the
sharing of know edge and technical capacities. |In addition to preparing a TCDC
directory in the health sector, it has participated in technical neetings of
seni or health experts from devel oping countries and provi ded financial support
for such neetings. WHO s technical cooperation activities are prem sed on the
principles of equality, sustainability and self-reliance.

23. For the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the United Nations (FAOQ, TCDC
is acentral tool in the delivery of its services to nenber States. |Its

nmedi umterm plan (1994-1999) accords TCDC high priority, along with the

envi ronnent and sust ai nabl e devel opnent, policy advice, people in devel opnment
and poverty alleviation, and nutrition and food security. The decentralized
structure of FAOreinforces and facilitates the permeation of TCDC in
practically all spheres of the organization's activities. The use of TCDC
experts, intercountry consultations, training and study tours, regional and
subr egi onal workshops, support to regional organizations, pronotion of technica
cooperati on networks and the di ssem nation of information on innovative and best
practices are sone of the direct nmeans enpl oyed by the organization. The

FAO agreenment on the use of experts on TCDC and technical cooperation anmong
countries in transition (TCCT) has radically transformed the nature of FAO s
services to nmenber States. By July 1997, nore than 600 such experts had

provi ded much needed technical skill and expertise in key areas within the
conpet ence of FAO  The Special Programme on Food Security, another initiative
| aunched by FAQ, is using South/South cooperation as an essential elenent in
programe inplenentation. The Wrld Food Summt, inter alia, called for

i ncreased Sout h/ South cooperation as a conplenment to North/ South cooperation to
pronote viabl e technol ogy transfer and col | aborative research and to share

i nvest ment experiences and best practices.

24. The support of the United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) to TCDC and
Sout h/ Sout h cooperati on has been strengthened and updated as a result of the
Programme of Action adopted in 1994 by the Conference on Popul ati on and

Devel opnent. At headquarters, an Advisory G oup on South/South cooperation and
a focal point assist in nonitoring relevant TCDC activities.
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25. Despite severe budgetary restrictions the United Nations Industria

Devel opnment Organi zation (UNIDO has nmaintained a focal point to ensure that
bot h econom c cooperati on anmong devel opi ng countries and TCDC are pronpted as an
integral part of its programmes and projects. A nultipoint strategy is
followed. It enphasizes institutional networking and training at subregi ona
and regional levels, enterprise-to-enterprise cooperation, and increased flow of
financial resources for TCDC. Currently UNIDO is focusing on high-inpact TCDC
activities at the regional and subregional |evels, with the principal goal of
facilitating the flow of econom ¢ and technical assistance from nore advanced
devel opi ng countries to | ess advanced countries in each region. 1In this
context, UNI DO nade an inportant substantive contribution to the convening of

t he Sout h-South Conference on Trade, Finance and |nvestnent (San José, Costa
Rica, 13-15 January 1997) and is actively inplenmenting seed projects in direct
followup to the Plan of Action adopted at San José. The activities being
pronoted i nvol ve maj or devel opnent issues and thenmes such as investnent
cooperation, transfer of technol ogy, environnentally sustainable devel opnent,
human resource devel opnent, energy and rural devel opnent, and small and
nmedi um si ze industry.

26. The United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD) reports
that the mainstreaming of TCDC in its work is in progress, facilitated by its
TCDC focal point which also serves as the central unit responsible for the
overall policy and coordination of technical cooperation in general. Follow ng
UNCTAD s reorgani zation in 1996, issues pertaining to TCDC receive attention

t hroughout the organi zation on a cross-sectoral basis.

27. At its Congress held in Seoul in 1994, the Universal Postal Union (UPU)
adopted a resolution on the pronotion and further inplenentati on of TCDC by the
Union and its nmenber countries. UPU has widely dissemnated to its regi ona

advi sers on technical assistance the docunentation and information gathered at
the tenth session of the Hi gh-level Comrttee, together with the decisions and
gui del i nes adopted, and has invited themto increase and diversify their efforts
relating to the application of TCDC in the inplenentation of postal assistance
proj ects.

28. In the past, the Econom c Comm ssion for Africa (ECA) has pronoted
Sout h/ Sout h cooperation through a variety of neans, including business tours,

t echnol ogy programes to inprove industrial devel opnent, and the pronotion of
smal | -scal e enterprises and studies to gather ideas on fiscal strategies. In
addition, joint workshops and other collaborative activities have brought about
i ncreased bil ateral exchanges between African countries and China, |ndia,

I ndonesi a and the Republic of Korea. Mire significantly, the United Nations
Systemwi de Special Initiative on Africa assigns ECA the lead role in pronoting
partnership with Africa through South/South cooperation in support of Africa's
devel opnent. Pursuant to this task, ECA will be undertaking a nunber of
activities in collaboration with the Econom ¢ and Soci al Conmi ssion for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP), the Econom ¢ and Social Conmi ssion for Western Asia ( ESCWA)
and the Econonmic Conm ssion for Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean (ECLAC). Those
activities will include fostering interregional private-sector |inkages,
pronoting the sharing of experience in regional nonetary and trade arrangenments
in devel oping countries, and furthering South/South trade information |inks.
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29. ESCAP endeavours to expand TCDC within the context of its work programe,
utilizing both its regul ar budget and extrabudgetary financial resources. For
exanpl e, project proposals with a strong enphasis on the use of TCDC, ainmed at
enhanci ng econom ¢ and techni cal cooperati on anong devel oping countries in the
Asia and Pacific region, are given priority consideration for funding. ESCAP
nobi | i zes suppl enentary funds from both donor and cooperating countries to
finance the international costs of devel oping countries' participation in TCDC
activities, particularly that of the |east devel oped, |andl ocked and Pacific

i sl and devel opi ng countries and of countries in transition to a narket econony.
ESCAP conducts wor kshops and semi nars-cumstudy tours to sensitize TCDC nationa
focal points of the benefits that their countries could accrue through TCDC

i ncluding the matching of their training needs with the opportunities avail able
from ot her devel oping countries. Furthernore, ESCAP recently entered into a
third-country training programme with Singapore in order to enhance TCDC t hrough
bilateral arrangements, and efforts are currently under way to concl ude such an
arrangenent w th Ml aysi a.

30. On the whole, there has been a steady and increasing effort in al

organi zations to nove towards increased application of TCDC and progranmmes of
letter quality. A considerable anmobunt of support fromthe United Nations system
for TCDC is focused on institution-building and networking, information support,
resource mobilization and the inprovenent of nanagenent capacity. |In their
effort to facilitate and encourage the TCDC nodality, organizations such as WHO
the International Labour Organization (1LO, FAO and UNFPA have decentralized
the use of TCDC-related funds to their field offices. Mreover, the United

Nati ons devel opnent systemis, inter alia, playing a crucial role in assisting
devel opi ng countries in the establishment, strengthening and mai nt enance of

nati onal TCDC focal points.

V.  CONSTRAI NTS

31. Recent evaluations of ongoing TCDC activities have highlighted the fact
that the potential of TCDC has not been fully realized. 1In 1989, the High-Ieve
Committee, in its decision 6/3, requested the Adm nistrator of UNDP to convene a
group of governnental experts to identify clearly the inpedinents to TCDC and
the changes to be introduced, so as to enable the incorporation of TCDC into all
programes and projects financed by the United Nati ons devel opnent system and
to recommend, as far as possible, revisions to the existing rules, regulations
and procedures necessary for that purpose by the rel evant governing bodi es of
the technical cooperation agencies of the United Nations system ! The nain

i npedi ments identified by the group of experts at both the governnmental |eve
and in the United Nations systemfell into six main categories: |ack of

awar eness on the potential of TCDC, |ack of information on the useful ness and
applicability of TCDC, |ack of effective focal points; l|ack of policies and
procedures on TCDC, shortage of funds; and negative attitudes towards TCDC. At
the sane tine, the agencies of the United Nations systemidentified various
difficulties encountered in their pronotional and operational activities
concerni ng TCDC. 3

32. The assessment contained in the report on new directions for TCDC i ndi cates
that the nultifaceted nature of TCDC poses its own chall enges. Because TCDC
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i nvol ves many actors, its success requires increased |inkages between various
obj ectives and activities reinforced with a proper allocation of human and
materi al resources.

VI. THE REVI SED GUI DELI NES

Overall policy

33. The mmj or changes which have occurred in the international econom c system
since the 1980s - principally, the globalization of markets and production
structures and the novenment towards the establishnent of a liberalized gl oba
tradi ng regi me - have accentuated the continued validity and rel evance of TCDC
as an instrunent for assisting devel oping countries to participate effectively
in the newy emerging econom c order

34. The revised guidelines for the review of policies and procedures concerning
TCDC require the organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations systemto:

(a) Take appropriate neasures to inprove the incorporation of TCDC into
their programmes and projects and to intensify efforts towards nmai nstream ng the
nodality into their operational activities for devel opnent and encourage ot her
rel evant international institutions to undertake simlar neasures;

(b) Review policies and practices periodically to assess the extent to
which they facilitate the use of the TCDC nodality, as a matter of first
consi deration, in the design, fornulation, inplementation and eval uati on of
programes and projects they support or inplenent;

(c) Focus increasingly on strategic initiatives that are likely to have a
nmaj or devel opnment inpact on a | arge nunber of devel opi ng countri es;

(d) Gve priority to interventions on devel opnent issues and thenes that
are of special interest to a |large nunber of devel oping countries in such areas
as trade and investnent, debt, the environment, poverty alleviation, production
and enpl oynment, macroeconom ¢ managenent and policy coordination, education
health, transfer of technol ogy, and rural devel opnent;

(e) Pronote the increased operational integration between TCDC and
econom ¢ cooperation among devel opi ng countries, by supporting interventions
that have the potential of facilitating the achi evenent of |ong-term econonic
devel opnent objectives in priority areas such as poverty alleviation, increased
production, enploynment creation and the environnent;

(f) Focus on urgent devel opnent chal | enges faced by groups of devel oping
countri es;

(g) Ildentify "pivotal" TCDC countri es;

(h) Establish Iinks with non-governnmental organizations and the private
sector in an effort to pronbte TCDC
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(i) Pronote triangul ar cooperation arrangenents and ot her funding
nmodalities in support of TCDC activities;

(j) Support developing countries in their efforts to fornulate effective
TCDC policies and establish institutional arrangenents essential to the proper
managenent of TCDC activities;

(k) Assist the | east devel oped countries and small island devel opi ng
States to gain access to the TCDC Informati on Referral System (I NRES) of UNDP
and ot her devel opnent-oriented information networKks;

(1) Docunent and di ssem nate information on innovative projects and
experi ences anong devel opi ng countri es;

(m Pronote awareness of the cost-effectiveness and conparative advant age
of the TCDC nodality;

(n) Collaborate with the Special Unit for TCDC i n the on-goi ng process of
pronoting the nmainstreaming of TCDC into the activities of the United Nations
system

Fi nanci ng

35. The devel opi ng countries thensel ves have primary responsibility for the
promotion and i nplementation of TCDC activities. However, the organizations of
the United Nations system should provide strong support to the devel opi ng
countries through increased UNDP country allocations and programre resources and
t hrough the nobilization of additional funds from non-governmental organizations
and the private sector. Devel oped countries and their various fundi ng agencies
shoul d be encouraged to support TCDC through triangul ar arrangenents in the
foll owi ng ways:

(a) Devel oping countries should be encouraged to allocate funds for TCDC
fromtheir national budgets;

(b) The possibilities for inplenmenting TCDC projects using UNDP country
al | ocations should be fully exploited;

(c) The existing rules and procedures of the organi zations and agenci es of
the United Nations system should be reviewed on an ongoi ng basis and, where
appropriate, expanded in order to give first consideration to TCDC in the
formul ation of technical cooperation projects. Projects should also include
appropriate TCDC budget i nes;

(d) Conplenmentarity between UNDP and ot her agency resources shoul d be
further strengthened;

(e) Geater efforts should be made to nobilize additional financia
resources for TCDC

(f) Each organi zation shoul d endeavour to provide a core budget for its
TCDC activities fromits regular programe budget. The core budget shoul d cover

l...
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support to TCDC focal points, catalytic or pronotional activities, and some
specific operational activities;

(g) Trust funds and bil ateral resources should be nobilized, where
possi ble, for institutional devel opment, networking and tw nning arrangenents
anong institutions in devel oping countri es;

(h) Contributions to the Trust Fund for South-South cooperation should be
encour aged.

Data and I nformation

36. A large nunber of TCDC information systens and data banks have been

est abl i shed by various organi zations. Inventories and directories of
institutions and facilities in the South have been conpil ed and conpendi a of
nati onal capacities and needs have been prepared. It is recommended that:

(a) Arrangenments shoul d be made for inproving, expanding and updating, on
a systematic and continuing basis, existing information on capacities, including
inventories and directories of institutions;

(b) Arrangenents should be nmade for the periodic review and assessnent of
the rel evance and effectiveness of the information provided in respect of
pronoti onal and operational TCDC activities;

(c) Organizations of the United Nations system which establish and
mai ntain i nformati on databases in their respective areas of expertise should,
where appropriate, make such information avail able to devel opi ng countries
through the TCDC Informati on Referral System

(d) The |east devel oped countries should be assisted to gain access to the
information crucial to their devel opnent, including, in particular, access to
the TCDC Information Referral System and other international information
net wor ks.

Trai ni ng

37. Existing TCDC-related activities contain significant training conmponents
whi ch need to be enhanced by additional activities, such as the foll ow ng:

(a) There should be regular in-house orientation and awareness sem nars on
TCDC for the operational staff of various organizations;

(b) The sem nars should cover information on approaches, methods and
techni ques for pronoting TCDC, the application of TCDC to specific situations;
TCDC operational procedures; cost-effectiveness and conparative advant age of
TCDC; procedures for negotiating, concluding and inplenenting bilateral and
nmul tilateral TCDC agreenments; the opportunities and chal |l enges engendered by
gl obalization and liberalization in regard to the devel opnment prospects of
devel opi ng countries and the role of TCDC in this context;
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(c) TCDC training should be extended to country office staff in respect of
the issues cited above;

(d) \Where possible, training should be extended to national and sectora
focal points and carried out at the regional, subregional or country |evels;

(e) Training naterials should be exchanged anong organi zati ons, and j oi nt
trai ning programres shoul d be organi zed;

(f) Agencies should assist in the devel opnent of |inkages between research
and devel opnent institutions of devel oping countries with a view to enhancing
the capacity of such institutions to offer training in specialized technol ogical
fields on subregional, regional and interregional |evels.

Focal points

38. (Organi zati ons have adopted various internal mechani sns, mainly through the
est abl i shnent of agency TCDC focal points, for pronoting their TCDC activities.
It is inportant to assign focal points clear terns of reference and, where
feasible, to standardize their core functions. It is equally inportant for them
to have access to the senior decision nmakers in the various organi zations.
39. The focal point should, as a general rule:
(a) Assist in the fornulation of TCDC policies, strategies and progranmes;
(b) Coordinate the pronmotion, nonitoring and reporting of TCDC activities;

(c) Provide advice and information on TCDC to technical units and country
of fi ces;

(d) Monitor the managenment of and utilization of resources allocated for
TCDC and assist in the nmobilization of additional funds for that purpose;

(e) Identify, design and di ssem nate innovative TCDC approaches for
pronoti onal and operational activities;

(f) Organize training in respect of TCDC,

(g) Analyse and nmonitor TCDC activities and prepare progress reports;

(h) Liaise with other organizations and agencies of the United Nations
system and ot her organi zations on TCDC matters and, as appropriate, perform

representational functions in inter-agency and intergovernnmental TCDC neeti ngs.

Special Unit for TCDC

40. The Special Unit within UNDP shoul d:

(a) Pronote regular coordination and consultati on anong the TCDC foca
poi nts of the organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations system
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(b) Organi ze annual neetings of the TCDC focal points of the organizations
and agencies of the United Nations system

(c) Pronote coordinated action between the TCDC focal points of the United
Nations system and national and sectoral focal points;

(d) Play a proactive role within the United Nations systemin an effort to
expand the application of TCDC

Net wor ki ng

41. A significant degree of networking has taken place anong institutions in
devel opi ng countries, both at the initiative of the countries thensel ves and
also as a result of the pronotional efforts of the organizations of the United
Nat i ons devel opnent system This arrangenment offers opportunities for the
application of innovative approaches to TCDC, especially in inplenenting

| ong-term devel oprent progranmmes and projects. Appropriate neasures should be
taken to ensure the full sustainability of TCDC networks. To maxim ze benefits
from networking, United Nations organizations shoul d:

(a) Docunent and di ssem nate practices that have the potential for
replication;

(b) Intensify their efforts to identify and recruit experts in the South
for work in other devel oping countries.

Pr ocedur es

42. Al organi zations of the United Nations devel opnent system need policies
and procedures in order to make TCDC an integral part of their programes and
projects, by ensuring, as required by Council resolution 1992/41, that TCDC be
given first consideration by menber countries and organi zations of the United
Nat i ons devel opnent system to pronote networking and twi nning of institutions
of devel oping countries; and to strengthen the role of UNDP country offices and
those of other United Nations agencies and Governnents in adopting and using
TCDC in all country programes and projects.

43. It will be useful for each United Nations organization to articulate clear
criteria and guidelines for the utilization of regular programre budget funds in
support of TCDC activities. They should indicate the types of interventions to
be financed, formats for proposals, processing arrangenents, and approva
procedures. These el enents should be reflected in the new instructions to be

i ssued by each organization to give effect to the TCDC revi sed guidelines in

par agraph 34 above.

Reporting

44. The organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations system and regi ona
conmi ssi ons have been invited by the General Assenbly in resolution 50/119 to
provi de anal ytical and quantitative data and indicators on all aspects of South-
Sout h cooperation, including reconmrendations for strengthening such cooperation
Among ot her things, such data are essential for the preparation, by the
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Secretary-CGeneral, of the biennial report on South-South cooperation, as
stipulated in the resolution

45. In reporting to the H gh-level Commttee, United Nations organi zations
shoul d provi de:

(a) A descriptive account of their activities, indicating pronotional and
operational initiatives supported by themin respect of TCDC, and an objective
assessnent of the inpact of such activities on devel oping countries;

(b) Quantitative data reflecting their TCDC programmes and projects,
i ncludi ng financial inputs, nunber of beneficiaries, experts/consultants and/or
procurenent from devel oping countri es.

VII. RECOMMENDATI ON

46. It is recomended that the revised guidelines on policies and procedures
concerni ng techni cal cooperation anong devel opi ng countries, contained in
par agr aphs 34-45 above, should be approved by the General Assenbly after review
by the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council.
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