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Status of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel opnent,
Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chem cal Wapons and on
Their Destruction

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the subject of chem cal and
bact eri ol ogi cal (biological) weapons, in particular resolution 51/45 T of
10 Decenber 1996, adopted wi thout a vote,

Determ ned to achieve the effective prohibition of the devel oprent,
production, acquisition, transfer, stockpiling and use of chem cal weapons and
their destruction,

1. Wl cones the fact that the Convention entered into force on
29 April 1997 with 87 original States Parties as well as the fact that 17 States
have subsequently beconme States Parties to the Convention;

2. Notes with satisfaction that the First Conference of States Parties
hel d at The Hague in the Kingdom of the Netherlands on 6-23 May 1997
successfully launched the Organization for the Prohibition of Chem cal Wapons
(OPCW with Anbassador Jose M Bustani of Brazil as the first Director-Ceneral;

3. Enphasi zes the necessity of universal adherence to the Convention, and
calls upon all States that have not yet done so to become States Parties to the
Convention without del ay;

* Rei ssued for technical reasons.
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4. Stresses the vital inportance of full and effective inplenentation of,

and conpliance with, all provisions of the Convention

5. Notes with satisfaction that the OPCWhas quickly initiated
verification activities, including the processing of declarations of States
Parties and the conducting of inspections of chem cal weapons-rel ated and ot her
declared facilities as required by the Convention, and underlines the inportance
of the early initiation of activities under all relevant provisions of the
Convention by the OPCW

6. Al so stresses the inportance to the Convention that all possessors of
chem cal weapons, chem cal weapons production facilities or chem cal weapons
devel opnent facilities, including previously decl ared possessor States, should
be anong the States Parties to the Convention, and wel comes recent progress to
t hat end;

7. Uges all States Parties to the Convention to neet in full their
obl i gations under the Convention and to support the OPCWin its inplenmentation
activities;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third
session an itementitled "I nplenmentati on of the Convention on the Prohibition of
t he Devel opnent, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chem cal Wapons and on
Their Destruction”.



