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LETTER DATED 3 NOVEMBER 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLI C OF MACEDONI A TO THE UNI TED
NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

I have the honour to transmit herewith a |letter dated 31 Cctober 1997,
addressed to you by H's Excellency Dr. Blagoj Handziski, Mnister for Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Macedonia, concerning the United Nations Preventive
Depl oyment Force. | should be grateful if you would bring the contents of this
letter to the attention of the nenmbers of the Security Council.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and
its annex circul ated as a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) Naste CALOVSKI
Anbassador

97-29809 (E) 031197 /...
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Annex

Letter dated 31 Cctober 1997 fromthe Mnister for Foreign
Affairs of the Fornmer Yugoslav Republic of Micedoni a
addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

Allow me to present ny conplinents, and state our views in connection with
the need for extending the United Nations Preventive Depl oynent Force (UNPREDEP)
stay in the Republic of Macedonia after 30 Novenber 1997.

In your |ast report, presented on 11 August 1997 (S/1997/631), pursuant to
Security Council resolution 1110 (1997) of 28 May 1997, the facts about the
conposi tion, deploynment, strength and nmandate of UNPREDEP, until then, are
stated realistically and objectively.

Particularly inmportant we consider your remarks that "it is evident that
the situation in the country has been and still is intimately linked to the
overall situation in the region, in particular at its borders. However, the
host Governnent's relations with its nei ghbours have continued to strengthen, as
have its relations with the other nenbers of the international community. In
addition, the country's active participation in a w de-range of internationa
organi zati ons and programes, including the Partnership for Peace programe of
the North Atlantic Treaty O gani zati on (NATO and the European Union (EU) PHARE
programe, are further signs of its enhanced international standing and
capability" (S/1997/631, para. 21).

However, considering that you too, as stated in paragraph 23 of your
report, agree that "the international community's involvenent in the region wll
be necessary for sone tine to cone, and given the request by the authorities of
the host country to maintain an international presence ...", and that by this
letter we renew that request, | would like to informyou of the nost recent
devel opnents in the region

They, unfortunately, support our argunment that the stay of the UNPREDEP
m ssion in the Republic of Macedoni a shoul d be continued after 30 Novenber 1997:

- The rather intensive tensions in Mntenegro, followi ng the conpletion
of the presidential elections there, could be a new source of destabilization of
the region. Nanmely, the commtment of the new President to equal treatnent of
Mont enegro as a federal unit of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, is being
interpreted by some political forces in the Federation as an attenpt for
secession. This issue has been present ever since the days of the dissolution
of former Yugoslavia. The different interpretation of that dissolution and the
unresol ved conpl ex of issues and problens relating to it, have caused and stil
cause serious differences and tensions between the Federal Republic of
Yugosl avia and the other States - equal successors. That, certainly derives
fromthe interpretation of official Belgrade that the dissolution of the Federa
Republ i c of Yugoslavia has come about by forceful secession of the four federa
units, rather than as a result of their separation fromthe Federation
established by free will, a fact well recognized by the international community;
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- The Republic of Macedoni a shares the concerns of the internationa
conmmuni ty about the devel opments in Bosnia and Herzegovi na resulting also from
the slow inpl enentati on of the Dayton Accords, especially the civilian part.
Regar di ng these devel opnents, as well as the very inplenentation of the Dayton
Accords, between the | eaderships of the Bosnian Serbs there is di sagreenment and
di vi sion, which, by thensel ves, pose a source of destabilization

Though the international community has invested enornous efforts for the
stabilization of the situation and there have been sone positive results, as for
exanple in the organi zation of the local elections, we believe that the basic

generators of the crisis are still functioning and that there is still no
guarantee that after the eventual withdrawal of the Stabilization Force (SFOR),
in June 1998, the conflicts will not recur. Thus, the issue of the spilling

over of these eventually renewed conflicts towards the south, also remai ns open

- The still unresol ved Kosovo i ssue now creates even greater tensions
than those existing over the past. Particularly worrying are the illega
transfers of weapons from nei ghbouring Al bania, and the cl ashes between
illegally arned Kosovo Al banians and the representatives of the authorities
there, that have taken place over the | ast several nonths. Not |ess worrying
are the announcenments for continuation and permanent hol di ng of denonstration by
the students - Al banians, of the University of Pristine.

We salute the efforts of the international community to encourage both
sides, official Belgrade and the Kosovo alternative, to engage in dial ogue and
to reach a peaceful solution of this issue. However, as you know, on that plan
no concrete step has been nmade and this open issue is, and can be, the nost
serious generator of overall crisis in the region;

- The new Governnent of Al bania invests great efforts for the
stabilization of the situation in the country, for restoring the public peace
and order, for collecting the | ooted weapons, and on that plan there have been
positive results, but they are still far from being satisfactory.

It is evident that the | eadership of nei ghbouring Albania is not in the
position, by its ow potentials, to restore the police authorities and the arned
forces, and especially the border units. This is the reason why our mutua
border has not been guarded fromthe Al banian side, which has resulted in an

i ncreased nunber of illegal crossings of the border by large groups. This
probl em grew particularly conplicated with the attenpts of gangs of crimnals,
rel eased from Al bani an prisons, to establish channels for the illegal transfer

of | ooted weapons to, and through, the Republic of Macedonia. This has caused a
nunber of heavy incidents with our military border units and police forces, but
also incidents with the representatives of UNPREDEP, at sone of the observation
poi nts al ong that border.

Encouraging is the fact that the current Al banian | eadership is aware of
this situation but its inability, thus far, to establish a nornmal regine at the
border portends that this situation could last for a | onger period.
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We salute the efforts of the international conmunity to assist the Al banian
authorities in the re-establishment of the police and mlitary authorities and,
this way, in the establishnment of a nornmal reginme at our mutual border

The Republic of Macedonia, within its capabilities, has continually
extended hunmanitarian and other kinds of relief to nei ghbouring Al bania, as for
exanpl e by putting at its disposal all the transport corridors and airports for
the arrival of international relief to that country and by the organi zati on over
several nmonths of the customs service for it

One of the priorities of our Arned Forces, which are devel oped according to
the concept of a small but efficient arny, is the securing of the territoria
integrity and the guarding of the borders of the State. In carrying out this
duty the Arned Forces have had an outstandi ng cooperation with UNPREDEP, thus
contributing to the stabilization of the situation at the northern and western
borders and to the very success of the mssion

- In spite of the obligations undertaken pursuant to the Agreenment on
the regulation of relations and pronotion of cooperation between the Republic of
Macedoni a and the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (S/1996/291, annex, appendix),
and in spite of the fact that the inter-State border has been defined and
existed as an inter-republic border within former Yugoslavia since 1944 unti
our gaini ng i ndependence, the Yugoslav side has continually posed reasons for
del aying its marking.

Neverthel ess, we continue to invest efforts to end the process of marking
the inter-State border. However, fromthe Yugoslav side, so far there have been
no concrete steps on that plan, which further conplicates the situation al ong
t he nutual border

These assessnents of ours, of the current political-security situation in
the areas to the north and to the west of our borders, speak of the fact that
the sources of destabilization of the region, and of nmy country for that matter
because of which the UNPREDEP mi ssion was originally depl oyed, have not yet been
el i m nat ed.

It should be taken into account that these sources of instability require a
| onger period to be resol ved.

But, we can conclude that there has been progress in devising initiatives
and in strengthening the international community's engagenment for the gradua
overcom ng of these sources of destabilization

The further presence of UNPREDEP in the Republic of Macedonia can be of
deci sive inportance for the success of these initiatives, since the m ssion has
permanently acted as a factor of deterrence and does have a mandate conducive to
t he achi evement of their goals.

We salute the progress on the plan of the transformation of the region into
a region of lasting peace, stability, security and cooperation, resulting from
the joint initiative of the countries of south-eastern Europe which are ful
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menbers of the Euro-Atlantic security structures or conmmtted to their sooner
integration in them

Shoul d, over the following year, the initiatives of the internationa
comunity to resolve sone of the aforenmentioned open issues, by way of dial ogue,
begin to give results, we expect that there will be a nore significant progress
in overcom ng these sources of destabilization of the region. The presence of
UNPREDEP until the end of that period, which could extend over the follow ng
12 nonths, is instrunental for this purpose.

Considering all of this, we believe that the extension of the stay of
UNPREDEP i n the Republic of Macedonia is necessary for such a period, with the
current mandate and conposition

(Signed) Blagoj HANDZI SK



