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LETTER DATED 31 OCTCBER 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF THE UNI TED KI NGDOM OF GREAT BRI TAIN AND NORTHERN | RELAND TO
THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE

SECURI TY COUNCI L

I have the honour to enclose the text of a nmessage, which | delivered to
the Secretary-General on 28 October 1997, relating to an initiative on the part
of the Government of the United Kingdomto invite representatives of the United
Nations to Scotland to discuss the arrangenents for a trial of the two Lockerbie
suspects in Scotland so that this matter m ght be resol ved as soon as possible
in a manner consistent with the relevant Security Council resolutions. Simlar
nessages have been passed to the Secretaries-General of the O ganization of
African Unity and the League of Arab States

| should be grateful if you would have the present document and its annex
circul ated as a docunment of the Security Council.

(Signed) John WESTON
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Text of a message dated 28 COctober 1997 fromthe Pernmanent

Representative of the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and

Northern Ireland to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary- Genera

The Government of the United Kingdomis deeply concerned at the continued
failure of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to conply with the requirenents of
Security Council resolutions 731 (1992), 748 (1992) and 883 (1993) relating to
t he Lockerbi e bombing. These resolutions require the Government of the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya to conply with the requests to surrender the two Li byans accused
for trial in Scotland or the United States of America. The United Kingdomis
determ ned to seek progress, in accordance with these resolutions, so that
justice can be done, and be seen to be done, for the 270 victinms of Lockerbie.

The United Kingdom wel cones the interest shown by the internationa
comunity in an early resolution of this issue. W understand the concern that
the trial of the two suspects nust be denonstrably fair and free from prejudice
There exi st conprehensive saf eguards under Scottish | aw which neet this concern
fully. To denponstrate this fact, we woul d wel come the presence of internationa
observers fromthe United Nations at the trial of the suspects in Scotland.
Qobservers will have full access to the suspects before and during the trial (if
the suspects agree), will be able to witness all the court proceedings and wl |
be provided with administrative and reporting facilities.

So that we nay brief the United Nations Secretariat on the safeguards to
ensure a fair trial and discuss how international observers nay best be
accommpdated in the court proceedings, we cordially invite you to send two

representatives to Scotland as soon as is convenient for you. |f your chosen
representatives are persons with experience of |egal procedures, you nay
subsequently wish to appoint themas observers at the trial. They will visit

Scottish prison and court facilities and neet United Kingdomrepresentatives to
di scuss the nodalities of a trial in Scotland in the presence of internationa
observers.

W will be happy to arrange this visit as soon as possible. | should add

that this invitation is al so being extended to the Secretaries-CGeneral of the
Organi zation of African Unity and the League of Arab States.



