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LETTER DATED 28 OCTOBER 1997 FROM THE PERVANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF BURUNDI TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF
THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

On instructions frommy Governnment, | have the honour to transmit to you a
note verbal e dated 27 COctober 1997 concerning a further act of aggression
agai nst Burundi on its south-eastern frontier. Attached as an appendi x to that
note verbale is a note verbal e addressed to the Government of the United
Republic of Tanzani a.

| should be grateful if you would have this note verbale distributed as a

document of the Security Council

(Signed) Ganaliel NDARUZAN YE
Anbassador
Per manent Representative

97-28761 (E) 281097 281097 [...
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Annex

Not e verbale dated 27 Cctober 1997 fromthe Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of
Burundi addressed to the Secretary-CGenera

The Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of Burund
presents its conpliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and,
with reference to its note verbale dated 27 Cctober 1997 addressed to the
Government of the United Republic of Tanzania to protest about the acts of arned
aggression directed once again against the territory of Burundi by the Tanzani an
arny, has the honour to informhimof the follow ng:

Burundi has just been subjected once again to an act of arned aggression by
t he Tanzani an arny during the night of 26 to 27 COctober 1997, in other words one
nonth to the day after the attacks perpetrated agai nst Burundi by that sane arny
on 26, 27 and 28 Septenber 1997

The Tanzani an arnmy has just orchestrated a series of attacks against the
territory of Burundi in the villages of Mikerezi, 2 kilonmetres fromthe
Tanzani an frontier, G horo and Migi na i n Makanba provi nce.

The chronol ogy of the events is as foll ows:

1. On 27 Cctober 1997, at 3 a.m: attack on the village of Mikerezi by
arnmed el ements on foot, com ng from Kagunga

2. At 5am: artillery bonbardnent of the village of Mikerezi

3. At 6 am: start of the bonbardment of G horo fromKi go, a Tanzani an
vi |l | age.

4. At 8 a.m: bonbardnment of Mugina by artillery installed in the
Tanzani an police station at Manyovu.

5. At 11 a.m: simultaneous bonbardnent of all these villages.

6. Throughout the day, the Tanzani an navy constantly bonbarded the
village of Mikerezi.

7. In addition, an inposing deploynent of the Tanzani an army was observed
at the frontier.

8. In the afternoon of the same day, arned el enments, under cover of
artillery, attacked the village of Kabonga before being driven back by the
Bur undi an armed forces

The provisional casualty list fromall these acts of aggression is as
fol | ows:

Two soldiers and a dozen civilians, including wonen and children, Kkilled;
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Three sol diers and several civilians wounded,

Consi derabl e materi al danage.

The utilization of Tanzanian territory, the use of patrol boats of the
Tanzani an army, the firing positions of the artillery installed in the Tanzani an
police station itself confirm if need be, the responsibility of the Tanzani an
arny in these acts of aggression.

The Governnent of Burundi requests the Secretary-CGeneral of the United
Nat i ons:

1. To do everything possible to put an end to these attacks.

2. To help to restore comuni cati ons between the Government of the United
Republic of Tanzania and Burundi.

3. To organi ze the necessary nedi ati on between the two countries with a
view to the normalization of the situation

4. To establish a neutral observer conm ssion along the common frontier

5. To follow up the request of the Governnent of Burundi concerning the
Burundi an refugees in the United Republic of Tanzani a.
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Appendi x

Not e verbal e dated 27 Cctober 1997 fromthe Mnistry of Foreign

Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of Burundi addressed to

the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
of the United Republic of Tanzania

The Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of Burund
presents its conpliments to the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and Internationa
Cooperation of the United Republic of Tanzania and, with reference to its notes
ver bal es dated 28 Septenber and 15 Cctober 1997, has the honour to informit of
the foll ow ng:

Burundi has once again been the victimof armed aggression by the Tanzani an
arnmy during the night of 26 to 27 Cctober 1997, in other words one nonth to the
day after the attacks perpetrated by that same arny on 26, 27 and
28 Septenber 1997.

The Tanzanian arny carried out attacks in the villages of Mikerezi, G horo
and Mugi na in Makanmba province. The bonbardnent of those villages, which began
at 3 a.m, continued throughout the norning and even into the afternoon of
27 Cctober 1997. Al the shots were fired from Tanzani an territory, from
Tanzani an patrol boats, fromthe police station at Manyovu, fromthe Tanzani an
mlitary position at Kigo and from Kagunga.

Al'l this bonbardment was in preparation for a full attack, which was
carried out, in the afternoon of 27 Cctober, by armed | and el ements fromthe
Uni ted Republic of Tanzani a against the village of Kabonga.

The provisional casualty list fromall these acts of aggression is as
fol | ows:

Two soldiers and a dozen civilians, including wonen and children, Kkilled;
Three sol diers and several civilians wounded;
Consi derabl e materi al damage.

The M nistry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of Burund
once again registers a strong protest against the repeated murderous attacks by
t he Tanzani an arny agai nst Burundi and demands that the Tanzani an Gover nnment put
a stop to themimedi ately and conpensate the famlies of all the victinms of
t hese various acts of arnmed aggression

The M nistry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of Burund
woul d like, on the one hand, to draw the attention of the Tanzani an Gover nment
to its responsibility for the deterioration in relations between the two
countries, and, on the other, to informit that, in the face of these repeated
acts of aggression, which formpart of a consistent policy of provocation,
Burundi will assume its responsibilities.



