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ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

I have the honour to informyou that on 3 COctober 1997, the fourth
M nisterial Meeting of the ad hoc Special Conference on Liberia (previously
known as the ad hoc Special Conference to Support the Peace Process in Liberia)
was convened at United Nations Headquarters in New York. The neeting was
organi zed in consultation with the Governnent of the United States of America on
behal f of the International Contact G oup for Liberia, the Governnent of Nigeria
on behal f of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOMS) and the
Governnent of the Netherlands. |In addition to those Governnents, the neeting
brought together the nmenbers of the International Contact Group on Liberia, the
Eur opean Uni on and ECOMS, as well as the Bretton Wods Institutions, the
African Devel opnent Bank, and relevant United Nations departments, programmes
and speci al i zed agencies. The Secretary-General of the O ganization of African
Unity and the Executive Secretary of ECOMS al so participated in the neeting

The purpose of the meeting was to build upon the nmonentum generated by the
successful conpletion of the Liberian peace process, with a view towards
supporting efforts to consolidate the peace in Liberia, including the
establ i shment of a viable framework for the nobilization of resources for
reconstruction and developnent. In this regard, the Governnment of Liberia
prepared for presentation at the Special Conference, a paper outlining its
vision for a new Liberia, entitled "An Agenda for Rebuil ding Liberia".

In my opening statement to the Special Conference | urged the nenbers of
the international community to support peace-building efforts in Liberia and to
hel p ensure that the conditions for conflict did not again materialize in that
country. In particular, | noted the difficulties that still remained, including
the fact that econom c activity renmai ned nodest, that nuch of the popul ation
continued to be displaced, that nost of the denobilized fighters had yet to be
absorbed into reintegration programes, that basic institutions and services
were not yet fully operational and that the situation in Sierra Leone renained a
source of concern

Despite these obstacles, however, | noted the very positive steps that
President Tayl or had taken towards reconciliation and national unity, and noted
the formation in Liberia of a broad-based and inclusive CGovernnent, together
with the President's expressed commtnent to pronoting the protection of human
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rights and respect for the rule of law. | informed participants that the
proposed United Nations Peace-buil ding Support O fice would soon be established
in Liberia, and that the Head of the O fice would be the focal point for the
Organi zation's post-conflict peace-building activities in Liberia and have
overall responsibility for harmoni zing the efforts of the United Nations system
in the country. | called upon the menbers of the international community to
show t he same generosity and goodwi Il in supporting the peace-building process
as they did in supporting the peace process.

| am pl eased to report that the nmeeting successfully acconplished the
obj ectives for which it had been convened. In addition to focusing
international attention on the need to provide continued support to Liberia
foll owing the successful conpletion of the peace process, the neeting was
notabl e for:

- The strong support expressed by participants for the establishnent of
a United Nations Peace-building Support O fice in Liberia;

- The broad political support expressed by participants for President
Taylor's efforts to establish an inclusive adm nistration, and for the
various actions taken by the new Governnment to pronobte reconciliation
and national unity (although sone partici pants expressed concern
regarding certain recent actions taken by the Liberian police);

- The continued assurances given by the Governnent of Liberia regarding
its commtment to reconciliation, national unity and respect for human
ri ghts;

- The very positive reaction of participants to the Government's pl ans
for rebuilding Liberia, as set out in the "Agenda for Rebuilding
Li beria", which was prepared by the Governnent for the Conference;

- The supportive attitude adopted by the Bretton Wods Institutions
towards the new Governnent's econom ¢ and political initiatives,
specifically including the franework outlined in the "Agenda for
Rebui | di ng Liberia", the econom c and custons reforns instituted thus
far and the presentation to the Legislature of a bal anced cash-based
budget ;

- The support expressed by participants for a donor's conference for
Li beria, which would nost likely take place early next year

In view of the difficult peace consolidation and reconstruction chall enges
that Liberia continues to confront, it is ny intention to continue to nove as
expedi tiously as possible with the establishnent of a United Nations Peace-
bui | di ng Support O fice in Liberia, as requested by the Government of Liberia.

I am encouraged in this undertaking by the very broad support expressed by the
international community for this initiative and by the positive cooperation
denonstrated by all parts of the United Nations system in keeping with the
spirit of ny reform proposals.
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The Secretariat will be consulting with the Governnent of Liberia and the
principal bilateral and nmultilateral donors on the nost effective neans of
followi ng up on the positive outconme of the nmeeting, including the timng of the
antici pated donor's conference on reconstructi on and devel opnent.

| should be grateful if you would bring the present letter to the attention
of the nenbers of the Security Council

(Signed) Kofi A ANNAN



