UNITED
NATIONS S

Security Council

Di str.
GENERAL

S/ 1997/ 711

12 Sept enber 1997
ENGLI SH

ORI G NAL: ARABIC

LETTER DATED 12 SEPTEMBER 1997 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE
OF THE LI BYAN ARAB JAMAHI RI YA TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO
THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the text of a letter
addressed to you by M. Omar Mistafa Al nuntasser, Secretary of the Ceneral
People's Comrmittee of the People's Bureau for Foreign Liaison and International
Cooper at i on.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex circul ated
as a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) Abuzed Orar DORDA
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Letter dated 10 Septenber 1997 fromthe Secretary of the

Ceneral People's Commttee of the People's Bureau for

Foreign Liaison and International Cooperation of the

Li byan Arab Jamahiriya addressed to the President of the
Security Counci

The international information nedia have reported a statement by the
Director-Ceneral of the Israeli Mnistry of Foreign Affairs to the Conference on
Di sarmanent nmeeting in Geneva in which he said that "lsrael"” refused to ratify
t he Chem cal Wapons Conventi on because the Arab countries had not yet done so,
adding that his country would ratify the Convention only after the Arab
countries did.

The position of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya on this issue has al ways been
cl ear and unequi vocal, since it has stated that it is in favour of any neasure

that will pronote the elimnation of weapons of mass destruction in the world,
i ncl udi ng chem cal weapons, and participated in the preparatory neetings for the
drafting of the Convention. |t has not signed the Convention, however, because

the region of which it is a part contains weapons of nmass destruction that are
not subject to international inspection, nanely the Israeli nuclear arsenal
Accordingly, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya is unable to deal with the Chem ca
Weapons Convention unless all weapons in the Mddle East are taken into

consi derati on.

"I srael" was one of the major signatories of the Convention and has
exploited this "signing" on numerous occasions in order to create the inpression
that it seeks peace and favours the elimnnation of weapons of mass destruction
it continues to this day to call upon the international comunity to oppose
those States it accuses of possessing non-conventional weapons.

The Li byan Arab Janmhiriya believes that such behaviour highlights the
true intentions of "lIsrael", which, having at its disposal a form dable arsena
of nucl ear weapons such as no other State in the regi on possesses, refuses to
ratify the Chemi cal Wapons Convention, thereby showi ng the whole world that it
is not content to limt itself to nuclear weapons but seeks, by equipping itself
with every possible type of weapon of exterm nation, to assert its dom nance
over the States of the region and bring theminto submssion. It is equally
obvious to all that "Israel" has never been serious when it said that it
favoured the elimnation of weapons of mass destruction

The Li byan Arab Janahiriya considers this refusal by the Israelis to be a
negati ve devel opnent that can only lead to a heightening of tension in the
M ddl e East region. It nerely confirnms the view held by the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya that the region will not know peace so long as the Israelis do not
change their aggressive policy and seek actively, by deeds and not by words, to
dimnish tensions in the region. As a first step they can place their nuclear
facilities under the safeguards reginme of the International Atom c Energy Agency
and set a tinmetable for destroying their nuclear arsenal
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| should be grateful if you would bring this letter to the attention of the
menbers of the Security Council and arrange to have it circul ated as a docunent
of the Council

(Signed) Omar Mistafa ALMINTASSER

Secretary of the General People's Conmittee

of the People's Bureau for Foreign Liaison
and International Cooperation



