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Report of the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural R ghts on its sixteenth session

Admi ni strative and programme budget inplications of
the draft decisions recommended for adoption by the
Council (see E/1997/L.23 and Add. 2)

Statenent subnitted by the Secretary-General in
accordance with rule 31 of the rules of procedure
of the Econonic and Social Counci

A. Requests contained in the draft decisions
1. At its sixteenth session, held at Geneva from 28 April to 16 May 1997,

the Conmittee on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights recommended the adoption
of the follow ng three decisions by the Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci l

(a) By draft decision I, the Econom c and Social Council, concerned
that there is currently a backlog of reports awaiting consideration by the
Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which will take up to
three years to clear on the basis of existing arrangenents, woul d approve, on
an exceptional basis, the holding of one additional three-week session of the
Conmittee in the course of 1998, as well as a pre-sessional working group of

one week's duration
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(b) By draft decision Il, the Council, noting that the effectiveness
and profile of the Commttee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights could be
further enhanced by hol di ng occasi onal sessions in New York, would approve the
hol ding of the Conmittee s nineteenth session, in late 1998, in New York

(c) By draft decision Ill, the Council, recalling that no action has
yet been taken by the General Assenbly with regard to its decisions 1993/ 297
and 1995/302 A and noting that honoraria are already being paid to nenbers of
the Human Rights Committee, the Commttee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation
agai nst Wnen and the Comrittee on the Rights of the Child, would call upon
the General Assenbly to take appropriate action to remedy the situation by
approvi ng the paynment of an honorarium as from 1997, to the nenbers of the
Conmittee on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights.

2. By its decision IV, adopted at the sanme session, the Conmttee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, recalling its decision of May 1997 to
initiate the drafting of a range of General Conments for consideration and
adoption by the Comrittee over the next two years or so, and having concl uded
that the nost efficient manner of proceeding is to entrust a working group
with responsibility for undertaking a careful initial review and revision

of drafts to be prepared by individual nmenbers, decided to schedule, on an
exceptional basis fromw thin existing resources, a one-week ad hoc working
group neeting of five nenbers specifically designated for that purpose,

i medi ately before its eighteenth session, in April 1998.

B. Relationship of requests to the programme of work

3. The activities referred to above fall under subprograme 2 (Supporting
human ri ghts bodi es and organs) of programme 19 (Human rights) of the

medi umterm plan for the period 1998-2001 (A/51/6/Rev. 1) and section 22
(Human rights) of the proposed programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999
(A/52/6 (Sect. 22)).

C. Activities by which the requests would be inplenented and
additional requirenents at full cost

Draft decision |. Extraordinary additional session of the Conmmittee and
pre-sessional working group in 1998

4, The Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights normally holds
two three-week sessions per year in April/ My and Novenber/ Decemnber,
respectively. A pre-sessional working group neets for one week inmediately

after the conclusion of each session. Travel and subsistence costs are paid
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to the 18 nenbers of the Comrittee attending the annual sessions and to an
average of 5 menbers participating in the pre-sessional working groups.

5. Provi si ons have been included under sections 22 (Human rights) and 27 E
(Conference services/ Geneva) of the 1998-1999 proposed progranme budget for
two sessions and two pre-sessional working groups annually.

6. The nost appropriate time to hold the extraordinary additional session
at Geneva woul d be during the period between the eighteenth (April/My) and
ni neteent h (Novenber/Decenber) sessions of the Committee, with the additiona
pre-sessional working group neeting normally taking place i mediately
followi ng the conclusion of the Committee' s eighteenth session. However,

for the reasons nmentioned in paragraphs 9-11 below, it is proposed that the
addi ti onal session of the Conmmittee be convened during the period schedul ed
for the nineteenth session (Novenber/Decenber 1998) and that the

ni net eenth session be advanced to August 1998. Under this arrangement, the
proposed pre-sessional working group neeting for the additional session would
be held i medi ately follow ng the conclusion of the Conmttee’s

ni net eent h session

7. Shoul d t he Econom ¢ and Soci al Council adopt draft decision | and agree
that the additional session should be held during the period scheduled for the
ni net eenth session, no additional requirements would be entailed by the
deci si on, since provisions for the nineteenth session have al ready been

i ncluded in the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1998-1999.

Draft decision II. Hol ding of the nineteenth session of the Committee in
New York in |late 1998

8. Shoul d the Council adopt draft decision Il, additional provisions would
be required for travel and per diemcosts of the 18 nenbers of the Conmittee
(US$ 160,000), and per diemcosts for an average of 5 menbers of the Conmittee
participating in the pre-sessional working group neeting (US$ 10,000). In
addition, travel and per diem costs anmpunting to US$ 39, 000 woul d be required
for six Geneva-based staff of the United Nations Hi gh Comr ssioner/Centre for
Human Rights travelling to New York to service the nineteenth session

9. As regards the conference-servicing requirements in New York, it should
be noted that the proposed three-week session of the Commttee on Econom c
Social and Cultural Rights in New York from 16 Novenber to 4 Decenber 1998
pl us a one-week pre-session neeting of its working group falls during the

peak period of the regular session of the General Assenbly, when al
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conference-servicing resources are comritted to nmeet the requirenments of the
Assenbly and its Main Conmittees and other related neetings of regiona

groups. In order that the work of the Assenbly is not adversely affected by
meeti ngs and servicing requirenents of other bodies, all conference facilities
are, in practice and as a general rule, strictly limted for the use of the
Assenbly and its Main Commttees during its regular annual sessions. In
accordance with paragraph 7 of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 40/243, even
subsi di ary bodies of the Assenbly itself are not allowed to neet at
Headquarters except when specifically authorized by the Assenbly to do so.

10. For these reasons, it will not be possible to acconmpdate the

ni net eenth session of the Comrittee on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights
in New York from 16 Novenber to 4 Decenber 1998.

11. Based on the projected cal endar of conferences for 1998, at this stage
it is anticipated that the nineteenth session of the Conmttee could be
accomodat ed in New York during the nonth of August 1998. Accordingly, and
after consultations with the Chairnman of the Comrittee, it is proposed that

t he nineteenth session of the Conmttee on Economic, Social and Cultura

Ri ghts be convened during August 1998 in New York. It would imediately be
foll owed by the pre-sessional working group in preparation for the Cormmittee’s
addi ti onal (Novenber/December 1998) session. The pre-sessional working group
for the nineteenth session would be held in Geneva in May 1998, i medi ately
followi ng the conclusion of the Conmttee’s eighteenth session

12. The conference-servicing requirenments for the session and the neeting of
the working group would amount to US$ 925,000, at full cost. A breakdown of
the costs for travel, per diem and conference services is provided in the
annex to the present docunent.

13. It will be recalled that by its decision 1985/17 of 28 May 1985, the
Economi ¢ and Soci al Council decided that the Conmmittee should nmeet with the
venue al ternating between Ceneva and New York. However, the General Assenbly,
inits resolution 40/252 of 18 Decenber 1985, invited the Council to
reconsider its decision to allowthe Conmttee to neet in New York
Consequently, by its decision 1986/102 of 7 February 1986, the Counci

deci ded that sessions of the Conmittee should be held at Geneva. Therefore,
shoul d the Council endorse draft decision Il, the holding of the

ni net eenth session of the Comrittee in New York would inply an exception

to Council decision 1986/102
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Draft decision Il11. Paynent of honoraria to the nmenbers of the Committee
14. The current rates of honoraria payable to nmenbers of organs and

subsi di ary organs of the United Nations, as approved by the General Assenbly
inits resolution 35/218 of 17 Decenber 1980, are as follows: US$ 5,000

per annum for Chairmen (Presidents) and US$ 3, 000 per annum for other nenbers.
15. The proposed paynent of honoraria to the 18 menbers of the Committee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights would anpbunt to US$ 56, 000 per annum

16. As noted in the report of the Secretary-Ceneral concerning the
conprehensi ve study of honoraria payable to menbers of organs and subsidi ary
organs of the United Nations (A/C 5/47/45), the basic principle enunciated by
the General Assenbly in resolution 2489 (XXI11) of 21 Decenber 1968 and a
nunber of subsequent resolutions was that neither a fee nor any ot her
remuneration in addition to subsistence allowance at the standard rate would
normal |y be paid to nenbers of organs or subsidiary organs unl ess expressly
deci ded upon by the General Assenbly. It will be recalled in this connection
that the Comm ttee on Economic and Cultural Rights has previously recomrended,
on several occasions, the paynent of honoraria to its nmenbers and that
recommendati on was reflected in the report of the Secretary-Cenera
(A/C.5/47/45). By its decision 47/460 B of 6 May 1993, the General Assenbly
deferred to its forty-eighth session the review of the whole question of
honorari a payable to nenbers of organs and subsidiary organs of the

United Nations and no decision has been made since on this issue. In this
connection, it should be noted that should the Econonmic and Social Counci
decide to approve draft decision Ill, the paynent of honoraria to the nenbers
of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights could only be

consi dered for inplenentation from 1998 onwards, after the Ceneral Assenbly
had considered, at its fifty-second session, the revised estimtes resulting
fromresol utions and decisions of the Council and decided to extend the
paynment of honoraria to the nenbers of the Cormittee on Econom ¢, Social and
Cultural Rights. Thus, the adoption of draft decision Il would not in and of
itself give rise to additional financial inplications. Such inplications
could only arise froma decision of the General Assenmbly to accept the

recommendati on of the Council
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Decision IV. Ad hoc working group

17. The attention of the Council is drawn to decision |V adopted by the
Committee at its sixteenth session, regarding the proposed neeting of an

ad hoc working group to be convened, within existing resources, at Geneva

i mredi ately before the Conmittee’ s eighteenth session in April 1998.

18. It will be recalled that, in accordance with rule 24, paragraph 2, of
the rules of procedure of the Council, the conm ssions and committees of the
Council shall not create either standing or ad hoc inter-sessional subsidiary
bodi es wi thout prior approval of the Council. The Econom ¢ and Soci al Counci
is therefore requested to consider decision IV of the Commttee and take
action thereon.

19. As regards the Committee’ s request that the neeting of the ad hoc
wor ki ng group be convened within existing resources, it should be recalled
that the General Assenbly, in part VI of its resolution 45/248 B

(a) Reaffirmed that the Fifth Commttee was the appropriate Miin
Committee of the General Assenbly entrusted with responsibilities for
adm ni strative and budgetary matters;

(b) Reaffirmed al so the role of the Advisory Committee on
Adm nistrative and Budgetary Questions;

(c) Expressed its concern at the tendency of its substantive
Committees and other intergovernnental bodies to involve thenmselves in
adm ni strative and budgetary natters;

(d) Invited the Secretary-General to provide all intergovernnenta
bodies with the required information regarding procedures for admnistrative
and budgetary matters.

20. Shoul d the Council endorse decision IV of the Commttee, the holding of
the ad hoc working group would require an additional US$ 10,000 in respect of
per di em payable to the five nmenbers participating in the working group. No
addi tional travel costs would be incurred as all five nenmbers would be staying
in Geneva to attend the eighteenth session of the Conmttee.

21. The ad hoc working group would be neeting for five working days without
interpretation. The conference-servicing requirenments, which are estimated

on a full cost basis at US$ 27,500, would be linted to post-session

docunentation in four |anguages.

* * *
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22. Shoul d the Council adopt draft decisions | and Il and approve
decision IV of the Commttee, the dates of the neetings of the Conmittee
and its pre-sessional working group in 1998 would be as foll ows:

(a) 20-24 April (Geneva): ad hoc working group

(b) 27 April-15 May (Geneva): eighteenth session of the Conmttee;

(c) 18-22 May (Geneva): pre-sessional working group for the
ni net eent h session

(d) Three weeks in August (New York): nineteenth session of the
Commi tt ee;

(e) One week in August (New York): pre-sessional working group for
t he additional (twentieth) session

(f) 16 Novenber-4 Decenber (Ceneva): additional (twentieth) session
of the Committee,;

(9) 7-11 Decenber (Geneva): pre-sessional working group for the
twenty-first session.

C. Modifications to the proposed progranme of work

23. The programre of work included under section 22 (Human rights) of the
proposed programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999 woul d have to be
nodi fied, as foll ows:

Subprogramme 2. Supporting human rights bodi es and organs

Activities (a). Servicing of intergovernnental and expert bodies

Substantive and technical servicing of neetings:
Conmittee on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights: Additiona
30 plenary neetings of the Cormittee and 20 nmeetings of its working
group.
D. Potential for absorption

24. Wth regard to draft decision Il and decision IV of the Commttee, no
provi si ons have been included under section 22 (Human rights) of the proposed
programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999 to cover the substantive
requirements of US$ 219,000 relating to (a) the holding of an additiona
session of the Conmittee and its pre-sessional working group in 1998 in

New York (US$ 209, 000) and (b) the holding of the ad hoc working group for one
week in April 1998 (US$ 10,000). At this stage, it is not anticipated that
these requirenments could be absorbed within the provisions proposed by the
Secretary-Ceneral under section 22 (Human rights) of the proposed programre
budget for the biennium 1998-1999.
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25. As regards draft decision Ill, it may be noted that while no provisions
have been included in the proposed programe budget for the biennium
1998-1999, no inmedi ate requirenments would arise from adopti on of the decision
as an obligation to make honorarium paynents could only be established by
subsequent decision of the CGeneral Assenbly.

26. These additional requirenments would be reported to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session and dealt with in accordance with the procedure
for the use and operation of the contingency fund established by the

CGeneral Assenbly in its resolutions 41/213 and 42/ 211, which is described in
section E bel ow

27. The conference-servicing costs related to the holding of the ad hoc

wor ki ng group in 1998 and the nineteenth session of the Commttee and the
meeting of its pre-sessional working group in New York are estimted at

US$ 27,500 and US$ 925,300, at full cost, respectively. These estinmates are
based on the theoretical assunption that no part of the conference-servicing
requi renents would be nmet fromw thin the permanent conference-servicing
capacity included under section 27 E (Conference services) of the proposed
programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999. The extent to which the

Organi zation's permanent conference-servicing capacity would need to be

suppl enent ed by tenporary assi stance resources can be determned only in the
light of the cal endar of conferences and neetings for 1998-1999. Provision
has, however, been nade under section 27 E of the proposed progranme budget
for the biennium 1998-1999 not only for neetings programmed at the tinme of
budget preparations but also for neetings which night be authorized
subsequent |y, provided that the nunmber and distribution of meetings and
conferences are consistent with the pattern of neetings of past years.

E. Contingency fund

28. It will be recalled that under the procedure established by the

CGeneral Assenbly in its resolutions 41/213 of 19 Decenber 1986 and 42/211 of
21 Decenber 1987, a contingency fund is established for each bienniumto
accommodat e additi onal expenditures derived fromlegislative nmandates not
provided for in the proposed programme budget. Under this procedure, if
addi ti onal expenditures are proposed that exceed the resources avail able from
t he contingency fund, the activities concerned can be inplenented only through
redepl oyment of resources fromlowpriority areas or nodifications of existing

activities. Oherw se, such additional activities will have to be deferred to
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a later biennium A consolidated statenment of all progranme budget
implications and revised estimates will be submitted to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-second session.

29. No activities could be identified, at this stage, for term nation
deferral, curtailnment or nodification under section 22 (Human rights) of the
proposed progranme budget for the biennium 1998-1999 in order to acconmpdate

the additional requirenents of US$ 219,000 referred to in paragraph 24 above.

F.  Sunmmary
30. Shoul d the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council decide to adopt draft decision

and endorse decision IV of the Conmttee, additional requirenents of

US$ 219,000 woul d be required over and above the resources proposed under
section 22 (Human rights) of the proposed programe budget for the biennium
1998-1999.
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COSTS ENTAI LED BY DRAFT DECI SION |1: HOLDI NG OF THE
NI NETEENTH SESSI ON OF THE COW TTEE | N NEW YORK

. Section 22. Human rights

1998-1999
(US dol | ars)
Travel and per diemof all 18 nenbers
attending the proposed annual session
of the Conmittee 160 000
Per diemof five nenbers attending
the neeting of the pre-sessiona
wor ki ng group 10 000
Travel of six staff nenbers of the
United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssioner/Centre
for Human Rights to New York to service
the annual session 39 000
Total | 209 000

Il. Section 27 E. Conference services

1998-1999
(US dol | ars)
Pre-sessional Wrking G oup
(one week in 1998, New YorKk)
Meeting services
(E,F,R'S) 10 neetings 37 600
Pre-sessi on docunentation
(E,F,R'S) 600 pages, 18 docunents 340 600
Post - sessi on docunent ati on
(E,F,R'S) 40 pages, 6 docunents 23 400
O her requirenents 5 900

407 500
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1998-1999
(US dol | ars)
Annual session of the Comrittee
(three weeks in 1998, New York)
Meeting services
(AJE,F,R'S) 30 neetings 147 900
Pre-sessi on docunentation
(AJE,F,R' S) 50 pages, 5 docunents 37 900
| n-session docunentation
(AJE,F,R'S) 90 pages, 10 docunents 67 000
Post - sessi on docunent ati on
(A/E,F,R' S) 30 pages, 6 docunents 23 100
Summary records
(E,F, S 224 300
O her requirenents 17 600
517 800

Total 11 925 300



