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Lecter dated 21 March 1997 from the Chairman
9Z the fiftv-third session of the Commission
on suman Rights to the Permanant Representative

of Israel to the United Narions Qffice at Geneva

Thank you very much for your letter dated 17 March 1997 relating to a statement made at
the 53rd session of the Commission on_Human Rights. [ fully understand your concern as o the
charge made against your country by the Palestinian Observer Ambassador Ramlawi in his statemasar
delivered on 11th March 1997, saying that 300 Palestinian children have been recently injected by
Israel with the HIV (AIDS) virus.

As Chairman of the current session of the Commission and representative of a country
protecting and promoting democracy, human rights and a fair politicat dialogue, [ share your fesling
about such 2 serious allegaton made without evidencs, on the basis of 2 newspaper article. From
the context of the sitvatica and information genesally available I assume that the speaker should be
aware of the f act that these allegations have be=n proved completely false.

This unfortunate case reminds me of a very similar allegation made towards your country in
1991 in the Commission on Human Rights. Already at that ime my predecessor, the Chairman of
the 47th session of the Commission, expressed the conviction that declarations provoking racist or
discriminatory sentimants must not be iolerated in the Comemission.

I fully share this opinion and personally sirongly reject such 2 way of argumentation in the
discussions of the Commission. Itis my view that a stement of that kind cannot remain without
an appropriats reaction.

As requested, your letter has bean circulated as an official document of the Commission
(E/CN/4/1997/122). 1 have armanged with the secretaciat that alsc my reply to your letter will be
circulated as official document of the Commission.

Pleass accept, Mr. Ambassador, the assurances of my highest consideradon.
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Annex TT

=AHRAM - RETRA Y 27 7
{Unofficial translatiog)

HEADLINE: "AL-AHRAM DENIES THE STORY
OF INJECTING ARIDS VIRUS TO PALESTINIANS"”

.,

®"Al-Ahram” published in its edition of 22.1.97 on its first
page a4 story, according to which the Israeli authorities
injected 1305 Palestinian children wich the AIDS virus.
"Al-Ahram" quoted this news item from the N.D.H. news-agency
which attrituted the news item to an Israel newspaper, "Yediot
Aharoneot". When al-Ahram began to follow up the story at the
level of investigation and analysis, it was surprised to find
the news item is not true and that the "Yediot Aharcnoc”
newspaper had not published anythiag of this kind. rAl-Ahram”
also contacted cthe Ambassador of Egypt 1in Israel who
completely demied that a story of this kind had been published
in any Israeli newspapers, and therefore "al-Ahram® sees it as
its duty, with regaxd to preserving its credibility regarding
the information which it presents to its readers, to emphasize
the uncorrectness of this serious news item. "Al-Ahram" also
informs its readers that it has taken all steps to guarantee
the non-recurrance of a mistake of this kind, in order ¢to
preserve its reputation as a  distinguished jourmalistic
institucien.
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