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I NTRCDUCT! ON

1. The Chairman of the ACC Subcommittee on Nutrition (SCN), Dr. Richard Jolly,
wel coned all participants and opened the twenty-fourth session. He reviewed the
hi ghli ghts of 1996, including the World Food Summit and the rel ease by SCN of
the Update on the World Nutrition Situation 1996. The Advisory G oup on
Nutrition had met at Otawa in Novenber 1996, and Dr. Jolly thanked the
Mcronutrient Initiative for hosting that nmeeting. In addition, two working
group neetings had been held, on nutrition of refugees and displ aced peopl e at
Dublin, and on breastfeeding and conplenentary feeding at the time of the Wrld
Al liance for Breastfeeeding Action (WABA) Forum at Bangkok

2. Dr. Jolly rem nded the group that key actions that SCN has undertaken in

t he past have been strategic in affecting both country and international action
In relation to those mainstream activities, SCN has harnoni zed activities within
the United Nations systemand anmong bilaterals, and its practical achievenents
have been inpressive. Anobng the nost inportant topics for the twenty-fourth
session were (a) to address the apparent slowdown in nutritional progress,
possibly in the formof a statement, (b) to agree on a process for responding to
nutrition challenges in twenty-first century by review ng the proposal of the
Advi sory Group, (c) to review the Food and Agriculture O ganization of the
United Nations (FAO/Wrld Health O ganization (WHO progress report on the
followup to the International Conference on Nutrition (ICN) and deci de how t he
report should be forwarded, and finally (d) for the executive session to

consi der the question of what can be done to maxim ze effectiveness in the
United Nations system

3. O her suggestions from SCN nenbers called for inproved coordination and
comuni cation; inproved working group sessions; ensuring that SCN fulfils its
wat chdog role with respect to such issues as rights and refugees; and

consi deration of how SCN can effectively support training and institution-
bui | di ng.

4. There is an overriding need for SCN to establish a common front on
nutrition based on the know edge of the nunerous key issues and priorities that
unite agencies; in so doing, a strong role for nutrition in the restructuring of
the United Nations needs to be sought.

5. The Technical Secretary, Dr. Sonya Rabeneck, highlighted the three nain
findings of the questionnaire that had been conpleted at the twenty-third
session at Accra: that the Advisory Group on Nutrition should achi eve greater
visibility, that working groups should foll ow a weekend schedul e, and t hat
sessions should be chaired nore firmy.

. MATTERS FOR THE ATTENTI ON OF CCPOQ AND ACC

A. Principles of work

6. The Chairman drew the attention of SCNto two letters received fromthe
Secretary of the Consultative Committee on Programme and Operationa
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Questions (CCPOQ, the first one dated 18 Novenber 1996, reflecting di scussions
in CCPOQ at its ninth session (New York, 16-20 Septenber 1996), in which CCPOQ
stressed the need for SCNto fully utilize the existing capabilities of the
participating agencies for all activities initiated by SCN, including those
funded by external sources, and called on SCN to strengthen the interaction

bet ween the SCN secretariat and the participating agencies, as well as to

expl ore new approaches for clearer cooperation anong United Nations agencies and
bilateral agencies at the regional and country levels. In a simlar vein, the
letter dated 5 Decenber 1996 fromthe Secretary of CCPOQ to all secretaries of
ACC requested subconmittees to clarify the nature of the target audience,

out puts and financing, enunerating a nunber of points with coordination aspects
at several levels; the purpose of that letter was to request SCNto reviewits
wor ki ng arrangenents.

7. SCN was set up by ACCwith a nmandate to carry out a nunber of functions,
one of which is the coordination of tasks anong United Nations agencies in the
field of nutrition, generally involving close cooperation with those agenci es.
Menbers of SCN enphasi zed the al nost continuous revi ew of SCN wor ki ng
arrangenents, the nost recent one conpleted in 1996 by an eval uati on team on
behal f of a group of bilateral agencies. One of the conclusions of the

eval uation teamwas that SCN serves as a point of convergence, bringing together
a nunber of players in nutrition and carrying out in an objective manner certain
functions that agencies cannot do alone. It is inportant to understand al
aspects of SCN activities to appreciate the several forns of inter-agency
coordination carried out by SCN. For exanple, SCN has nine working groups to
keep under revi ew such questions as mcronutrients, breastfeeding, nutrition of
refugees and di spl aced peopl e, and househol d food security. Those working
groups neet regularly, keeping participants abreast of devel opments in United
Nati ons organi zati ons, as well as devel opnents in the subject under review The
wor ki ng groups report to SCN plenary sessions. The availability of nationa
experts to serve on the Advisory Group on Nutrition enhances the quality of the
tasks carried out by SCN. SCNis well regarded by bilateral organizations at a
ti me when other conponents of the United Nations are being criticized.

8. In connection with its programme budget review, SCN will undertake to

i ncrease the involvenent of United Nations agencies in preparing its reports.

Ti nel i ness and high quality, however, will remain essential characteristics of
the SCN work programme. A nunber of such participatory activities are already
under way, such as the United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF), WHO and FAO
supplying data for the Report on the Wrld Nutrition Situation. A new approach
woul d be for SCN to have its own Wrld Wde Wb site, which would facilitate
exchange of information and would be linked to the Wb sites of the agencies.

9. Coordi nation at the country level is inportant, and continues to be |ess
than ideal in at |east sonme locations. It would be useful for one agency to
take the lead in convening in a given location all United Nations and bil atera
agencies interested in particular aspects of nutrition. After the initial
contact, one agency could be charged with ensuring continuous contact. It was
deci ded that the Chairman will wite a letter fromthe United Nations

Devel opnent Programme (UNDP) Administrator’s Ofice to all resident

coordi nators, requesting themto take the lead in arranging periodic neetings of
| ocal representatives of agencies concerned with nutrition, as a followup to a

/...
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simlar letter sent in 1996. Bilateral agencies could benefit from
participating with United Nations agencies in such coordination efforts at the
| ocal |evel.

B. Programme and budget 1998-1999

10. The programme and budget presented consisted of two conponents, the first
covering SCN core activities, including the Ofice of the Technical Secretary
and the Advisory Goup on Nutrition, the second conprising a listing of
programe activities to be carried out subject to funds being raised. In
respect of core activities, the budget docunent included a brief summary of the
financial situation during the current biennium for which FAO and the
International Fund for Agricultural Devel opnment (1FAD) have reduced their
contributions to zero and for which WHO has reduced its contribution to $10, 000,
t oget her causing a reduction in contributions of $268, 000; the budget for

1996- 1997 has accordingly been reduced to $819,000. Owning to the post of
Techni cal Secretary being vacant for seven nonths, favourable changes in
exchange rates and a nunber of other factors, it is hoped to be able to neet
expenses during the current biennium but that figure is clearly not a baseline
for future budgeti ng.

11. The budget proposed was conpared with the expenditures incurred in the
1994- 1995 bi ennium The 1998-1999 figure of $976,000 was conpared with $900, 200
in 1994-1995, the difference being alnost entirely due to four Advisory G oup
neetings bei ng budgeted for 1998-1999 as conpared with two neetings in
1994-1995. Every effort will be nmade to hold Advisory Group neetings in
conjunction with other neetings and conferences. It was noted with satisfaction
that one Advisory G oup neeting in each of the three years 1996, 1997 and 1998
will be held at alnmbst no cost to the SCN core budget. The Governnent of

Norway, in inviting SCNto hold its twenty-fifth session at Oslo, has offered to
pay not only the travel expenses of the SCN staff needed to service the neeting
but also the full cost of the Advisory Group neeting to be held in conjunction
with the twenty-fifth session; accordingly, the effective cost to SCN of hol ding
four neetings of the Advisory Goup during the biennium 1998-1999 will be
substantially reduced. |t was recognized that in conparison with 1994-1995, the
proposed 1998-1999 budget represents essentially no growh and a nodest decline
in real terns.

12. A nunber of agenci es enphasi zed the inportance of cost-efficiency and
suggested that cost-cutting neasures be adopted, such as relying on electronic
mai |, fax and tel ephone as much as possible, w thout reducing the activities or
ef fecti veness of SCN work. FAO suggested hol ding SCN sessions every two years
rather than annually, and reducing the nunber of Advisory G oup neetings to two
per biennium There was no support for reducing the neeting frequency of SCN
as regards the Advisory Goup, it was noted that one of the two neetings for
1998 is to be funded by external sources. The Technical Secretary expressed a
firmcommtment to explore every opportunity for economies in carrying out the
agreed progranme of activities.

13. As to the npde of operations, there was strong support for continuation of
an independent secretariat not subject to any one agency's views; that autonony

l...
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has contributed to the high quality of SCN reports and has greatly enhanced the
coordinating ability of SCN. A secretariat consisting of a Technical Secretary
and an adm nistrative assistant is the mninmumstaffing possible for the

di scharge of the SCN core functions.

14. It should be the policy of SCN to ensure that all technical docunments
i ssued by or in the nanme of SCN receive appropriate peer review to maintain
credibility and quality control. Nornally, a document should be sent to at

| east two know edgeabl e people for review, as well as to the relevant technica
United Nations agencies, and their comments should be taken into consideration
by the secretariat and, if necessary, by the author(s). Oten such externa
review wi || al ready have been done before the manuscript reaches the secretari at
and the reviewers' comments included; if not, the manuscript shoul d be
distributed by the secretariat for that purpose. A roster of qualified and
avail able reviewers in the various fields and disciplines concerned should
gradual |y be devel oped by the secretariat.

15. As to financing, it was proposed in the budget docunent prepared by the
secretariat that FAO and | FAD restore funding to half their 1994-1995
contribution levels, and that, simlarly, WHOraise its contribution to half the
1994-1995 level. Al other participating organizations would revert for
1998-1999 to their 1994-1995 | evel s, except UNDP, which had agreed to raise its
contribution, and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura

Organi zati on (UNESCO), which was a new contributor in 1996-1997.

16. FAO indicated that no official FAO decision has been taken for the

1998- 1999 FAO programre of work and budget. However, FAO added that the current
proposed FAO contribution to SCN was the sanme as for the last biennium

1996- 1997, and that no funds had been identified for commtnent to SCN. The
inmportant role of FAOin the field of nutrition was fully recogni zed by al
participating agencies. Accordingly, FAO was requested to reconsider its
position on the matter of its contribution.?

17. Hope was al so expressed by the WHO representative that in spite of its own
difficult financial situation and its current inability to increase its current
contribution, WHO woul d return to maki ng a nore neani ngful financia
contribution to SCN. The provision of accomodati on and admi ni strative services
by WHO was noted with appreciation. It was agreed that other non-paying
agenci es shoul d make every effort to fund SCN. The representative of the
International Atom c Energy Agency (|l AEA) invited the Chairman to contact the

| AEA Director-General to request core support. Wth respect to those United
Nati ons organi zations that are currently participating in SCN work but are not
contributing to the budget, it was agreed that every effort should be made to
encourage themto make a neani ngful financial contribution as soon as possible.

18. United Nations agencies, except for FAOQ, supported the progranme of
activities and the core budget as presented, nost of themstrongly. Severa
were concerned that the core budget is too nodest in view of the needs for work
in response to the vast problemof malnutrition. FAO informed SCN that it

obj ects to the proposed budget and work plan, as currently drafted.

Accordingly, the core budget was approved, subject to availability of funding,
and the FAO objection was noted.
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19. As regards the second conponent of the programme budget - the activities to
be carried out subject to funds raised - several agencies enphasized the

i nportance of the serial Report on the Wrld Nutrition Situation. Simlarly,
the Refugee Nutrition Information Systemis of high quality and will conti nue.
French translation is being explored for the 1998-1999 bi ennium The policy
har moni zati on programe el ement provides for publication of SCN wor kshop
reports, such as workshops of the International Union of Nutritional Sciences
and special studies. In the 1998-1999 biennium the following work will be
undertaken: (a) role of the United Nations in the nutrition challenge of the
twenty-first century; (b) a series of technical briefs on programmtic

rel evance; (c) an in-depth | ook at |ICN inpact and achi evenent of goals; (d) a
new progranmmatic orientation to reducing nmalnutrition; and (e) a Wrld Wde Wb
site for SCN. SCN News woul d again be issued twice a year; the possibility of
Internet access for SCN News woul d be | ooked into, but in viewof its wde
readership in devel oping countries, hard copy versions would be retained. No
speci fic programe budget was presented for tracking flows of resources to
nutrition or for research and training.

20. Indications of financial support for several priority activities were nade
by bilaterals, notably for the Report on the Wrld Nutrition Situation, the
Refugee Nutrition Information System and SCN News. There was broad support for
the work programre (except from FAO), and all work activities were retained.

21. It was noted that bilateral agencies, as well as United Nations agencies,
give tinely and significant contributions to extrabudgetary activities. It was
agreed that future budgets woul d show extrabudgetary funds, including source of

i ncome and expenditures. |If currently unanticipated extrabudgetary funds becone
avail able for activities closely related to SCN progranmes, they can be accepted
and reported at the next session

22. SCN approved the programe of extrabudgetary activities subject to funds
becom ng avail able, it being understood that mnor alterati ons may be made in
light of available funds and other factors. 1In its studies, SCN would draw on
the capacity of the agencies as nuch as possible.

C. Nutritionin the Wrld Health O gani zati on

23. Many concerns and queries were expressed concerning the status of the WHO
Di vision of Food and Nutrition (FNU), which had been established in 1993
follow ng the International Conference on Nutrition. In response to the
Chairman's request for clarification, the WHO representative indicated that, as
part of WHO restructuring endeavours and cost-efficiency neasures, one option
currently being considered by the Director-CGeneral of WHOis to disestablish the
FNU Di vi sion and disperse its three constituent programes - nutrition, food
safety, and food aid - to other divisions or areas in WHO Nutrition was given
priority programe status within WHO in 1991, and in 1995 the WHO Executi ve
Board and World Health Assenbly enphasized nutrition as a priority programme
area, indicating the WHO comm tnent to the nassive global problens of

mal nutrition, food contam nation and food insecurity.
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24. Although respecting the full authority of WHO and its Director-General in
maki ng organi zati onal arrangenments, several participants expressed concern at

t hose devel oprments, which in some neasure appear to be driven by a desire to
economi ze. At a tinme when malnutrition is giving rise to increasing concern, it
coul d appear that WHO was de-enphasi zing the inportance of nutrition by giving
it less visibility. Bilateral agencies and nenbers of the Advisory G oup on
Nutrition conveyed their concern that inappropriate nessages would be sent to
nati onal Governnents regarding the role of nutrition in health and devel opnment.

25. The Chairnman undertook, on his next visit to Geneva, to convey to the

responsi bl e Assistant Director-Ceneral of WHO the concerns expressed in SCN
and - if appropriate - to convey those concerns in witing.

D. Menbers of the Advisory Goup on Nutrition

26. The Chairman expl ained that there were three vacanci es on the ei ght-nmenber
Advi sory Group on Nutrition: Sinon Maxwell had left at the end of 1996

Sadi a Chowdhury woul d conplete her termin July 1997, and Jak Jervell would
conpl ete three consecutive terns in nid-1998. The Chairman inforned SCN that 18
nom nati ons had been received and eval uated. Taking a nunmber of factors into
account, he proposed to appoint Law ence Haddad, an econom st (United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland), and Lilian Marovatzanga, a food scienti st
(Zi mbabwe) .

27. As to the third prospective vacancy, he wel coned nom nations from al
active participants in SCN. Candi dates should have qualifications in
comuni cations and soci al sciences. The Technical Secretary, in calling for
nom nations, was asked to present in matrix formthe professional skills of
current menbers and the skills required of prospective candidates. Bilatera
agencies would be invited to participate in the eval uation process.

28. SCN endorsed the nom nations of the two candi dates, as well as the

appoi ntnents of Ricardo Uauy as Chairperson of the Advisory Group on Nutrition
and Ruth Oniango as Vice-Chairperson. Dr. Jolly paid tribute to the outgoing
Chai rperson, Julia Tagwireyi, for her outstanding service to the Advisory G oup
and the val uabl e advi ce she has provided to SCN

E. Dates and venue of the twenty-fifth session

29. The representative of Norway, on behalf of his Government, invited SCN to
hold its twenty-fifth session at Gslo. In addition to providing the customary
host facilities for nmeetings, the Government of Norway woul d neet the expenses
of the Advisory Group neeting at Gslo at the tinme of the SCN session, as well as
the travel expenses of the secretariat. SCN accepted with gratitude the
generous offer of the Governnent of Norway, which SCN saw as an expressi on of
the Government's continuing conmtnent to international nutrition. Although
several participants had been reviewi ng the venue of the next session with an
eye to mnimzing expenses, it was clear that the offer of the Government of
Norway woul d materially relieve the SCN budget and minimze costs for other
participants. FAO appl auded the action. The Chairnman asked the representative

l...
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of Norway to convey SCN appreciation of the generous offer to his Governnent.
SCN agreed on the following dates for the nmeeting: 30 March-3 April 1998.

30. It was decided that the title for the twenty-fifth sessi on synposi um woul d
be "Chal | enges for the twenty-first century: a gender perspective on nutrition
through the life cycle". The synposiumw || be organi zed by the secretariat.
31. In connection with its twenty-fifth session, a nunber of working groups

will be neeting, and a synposiumwi |l be held prior to the session. SCN

revi ewed a nunber of aspects of the functioning of the working groups, such as
nenber shi p; purpose (recomendations or information exchange); and ability to
neet between SCN sessions, thus reducing time pressure. Following an initiative
nmade at the twenty-third session to codify practices, it was agreed that the
Technical Secretary will draft rules for working groups, for consideration by
SCN at its twenty-fifth session

F. Chairmanship of the Subcomrittee on Nutrition

32. Dr. R Jolly had been nom nated Chairman of the Subcomittee at the twenty-
second session, and CCPOQ had approved the nomi nation for the two-year period
1 January 1996- 31 Decenber 1997

33. On the proposal of FAO seconded by WHO, SCN deci ded unani nously and by
acclamation to nomnate Dr. Jolly for a second two-year term from
1 January 1998 to 31 Decenber 1999.

1. WORK I N PROGRESS: SUMVARY COF DI SCUSSI ONS AND CONCLUSI ONS

A, Third report on the World Nutrition Situation

34. There are four draft chapters as follows: (a) "Update of nutrition
situation 1996", (b) "Interpretation of current trends in malnutrition",

(c) "Mcronutrients”, and (d) "Nutrition in refugees and displaced peopl e".

The Report will be published in |ate June 1997. The secretariat requested

gui dance on the content and orientation of the latter three chapters, for which
witten coments were requested by the end of April 1997.

35. The chapter on nutrition of refugees and di spl aced peopl e was presented by
the SCN secretariat. The Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for

Ref ugees (UNHCR) and Worl d Food Programme (WFP) representatives expressed
concern that the document does not adequately highlight the achi evenents nade in
addressing the food needs of refugees and internally displaced people. WP
stated that targeted energency requirenents, as agreed upon between partners in
relief operations, have generally been net, although there is room for

i nprovenent in the quality of the rations. The chapter should al so describe the
real constraints faced in relief operations related to access, security and
distribution systems, which may result in rations not reaching beneficiaries in
certain conditions. It was felt that data on refugees should be presented in
the context of the | ocal host population, which in sonme cases are nore deprived
than refugees. The inportant roles of the host Governnment and the refugees
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t hensel ves shoul d be acknow edged. It was further stated that refugee
situations create an artificial econony in many places, putting UNHCR in a
dilemma. Finally, it was suggested that the Report highlight the worsening
situation and high nutritional risk anmong internally displaced people.

36. The World Bank noted that nutrition problens are becom ng nore severe, and
hoped that the findings of this chapter could be referred to ACC. The fact that
there is a table covering "ol d* mcronutrient deficiencies such as beri-beri and
scurvy, shows that there is a serious problem There is also a need for agency
self-criticismin reporting. The ICN goal of ending fam ne and fam ne-rel ated
deaths by the end of the decade should be referred to in the chapter.

37. In conclusion, the SCN Chai rman suggested that the chapter contains a | ot
of excellent material, but it would be helpful for a steering conmttee to be
established to decide howto structure it, including representatives of WP and
UNHCR. It woul d al so be useful if FAO could communicate relevant data fromits
mssions. In terns of substance, the chapter should be an overvi ew of the

probl enms, with conclusions for policy and information-gathering action. Target
levels in relation to needs should be highlighted, with a discussion of how such
targets have been formulated as well as fulfilled.

38. The draft chapter on mcronutrients was presented by Dr. Mihshid Lotfi of
the Mcronutrient Initiative (M). The Chairman thanked M for this work which
was done in a very limted tine period, and requested an expl anation of the
causes of the divergent trends, such as the inprovenent 1985-1990 and the
stagnation thereafter to 1995. The United Nations Children's Fund (UN CEF)
expressed concern about applying projection nodels used for anthroponetry to
vitamin A UNI CEF pointed out that nessages arising fromthe analysis of trends
in clinical vitamn A deficiency need to be carefully considered so that
premature w t hdrawal of support to programmes does not occur. Sone SCN nenbers
questioned the simlarities shown between vitamn A trends and | MR

39. The Mcronutrient Initiative asked for any additional data to be submtted,
especially from UNICEF, as well as food bal ance sheet data from FAO and agreed
to review the exami nation of causes and interpretation of data. The Chairnman
requested that comrents be sent to M, and that the chapter be revised and
circulated to agencies by the end of April 1997.

B. Report of the Advisory Goup on Nutrition

40. The Chairperson of the Advisory Goup introduced the report of the neeting
held at Otawa in Novenber 1996. The Advisory G oup recogni zes that "nore of
the sane” is not enough, and that new approaches are needed for dealing with
nutrition problens in the twenty-first century.

41. SCN considered four self-standing itens raised by the Advisory G oup.
Firstly, the Advisory G oup proposal "New programre orientations for reducing
mal nutrition” was reviewed by SCN and subsequently approved. The objectives
were to (a) review current efforts by SCN agencies to reduce nmal nutrition

(b) exami ne the need for harnonization in present programatic approaches to
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reduce malnutrition, and (c) identify potential gaps in programe inplenentation
and how to address them

42. The SCN secretariat will request information from agencies on frameworks
for reducing malnutrition, especially progranmatic orientations. That materia
will be critically reviewed by the Advisory Group, in collaboration with
agencies, and will be discussed at the next Advisory G oup neeting at Mntrea
in July 1997. That revieww |l identify the need for coordination at the
programe inplenentation |level, as well as missing |inks anong different
approaches to operations. The Advisory Goup will subsequently evaluate the
need for action to better neet the objective of inproving outconmes and inpacts
of programmes. Finally, with the support of the United Nations University
(UNU)/ I UNS, the Advisory Group could convene a workshop in early 1998 to exam ne
the technical and programmatic aspects that need to be resolved for better
outconmes. That will be done in consultation with the rel evant SCN agenci es
(WHO, UNICEF, FAO). Progress will be reported at the next SCN neeting. The
proposed work has no budgetary inplications for SCN for the current biennium

43. Second, reducing nortality rates of severely nmal nourished children was

di scussed. SCN did not want to revive the nutrition rehabilitation centres of
the past, and it was agreed that recomendati ons found in the "10 steps" shoul d
continue to be field tested. The Advisory Goup al so agreed that that work
shoul d continue to be conplenentary to the WHO I nt egrated Managenment of
Chi I dhood Il 1 ness programre under its Division of Child Health and Devel oprent.
It was nmentioned that all children need adequate psychosocial stimlation, not
just severely mal nourished children. Finally, UNI CEF and UNU spoke of their
grave concern over the fact that the WHO nmanual on treatnent of severely

nmal nouri shed children remains in draft form despite having been in preparation
for six years. The manual is not available in the field yet. WO informed SCN
that the manual has been conpleted and will be rel eased shortly.

44, Third, regarding the revision of ACC Programme C assification, SCN approved
the Advi sory Group proposal that nutrition be better reflected in a revised

cat egori zation, which would also need to include the aspect of care. The

Advi sory Group proposal was as foll ows:

210 Nutrition and Food
211 Policies and Pl anni ng
212 Food Security?
213 Food Standards and Safety
214 Food and Nutrition during Energencies
215 Nutrition Reconmendations and Dietary Guidelines
216 Nutrition Intervention Programmes
217 Nutrition Information, Education and Conmuni cati on
218 Applied Research and Training to inprove programe effectiveness

@ Inter alia, availability and accessibility to food at househol d and
community | evel s.

45. Fourth, concerning the draft conflict of interest policy, SCN supported the
Advi sory Group suggestion for a policy to cover all activities that could be
perceived to be a conflict of interest. FAO r requested that it be nade cl ear
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that the agencies are nenbers of SCN and that representatives are participants.
FAO and the International Labour Organization (ILO suggested that that policy
m ght not apply to United Nations staff nmenbers, who are required to sign such a
declaration on entry into the United Nations. In conclusion, it was agreed that
eventual ly, the declaration will apply to SCN and wor ki ng groups sponsored by or
in the name of SCN and to the Advisory Goup, bilateral agencies and

non- governnental organi zations. The legal inplications of United Nations and
bil ateral agencies signing will be explored by the Technical Secretary and

di scussed at the next Advisory Goup neeting at Montreal. |Institutional funding
where the SCN menber or participant is not directly involved need not be
declared. The Advisory Goup offered to test the application of the draft
policy by filling out the declaration and filing it with the Secretari at.

46. Finally, SCN was infornmed that the dates of the next Advisory G oup neeting

were 26 and 27 July 1997, at Montreal, to coincide with the sixteenth | UNS
Congr ess.

C. New chal |l enges

1. Role of the United Nations in the nutrition
challenge in the twenty-first century

47. SCN consi dered an Advi sory G oup proposal that sets out the goal

obj ectives, scope of work, inplenmentation nmechanisns, type of product and tine
schedul e of a review exercise that |ooks forward to establishing future
nutrition action priorities for the United Nations.

48. SCN reconmended agai nst "reinventing the wheel™, but recommended that a
not abl e i ndependent | eader be identified and charged with preparing a draft
docunment for later review. The WHO representative suggested the inclusion of
peopl e who have worked at country level in countries where the nutrition
situation has inmproved. There is a need to consider how today's successes are
likely to be relevant to the future. WHO drew attention to the publication
Health Issues in the Twenty-first Century and to the forthcom ng Wrld Health
Report. The Mcronutrient Initiative requested that the docunment highlight the
way in which nutrition goals can be interwoven into broader devel opnental goals.
The Swedi sh International Devel opnent Agency (SIDA) proposed a strong focus on
the nutrition of adolescent girls and reproductive health.

49. The World Bank strongly concurred with the idea of carrying out such work,
and argued for an objective, self-critical view of what the agencies are doing
innutrition. The financial resources required will be considerable, but wll
have to be found since this is exactly the type of work that SCN shoul d be
engaged in. The UNU representative stated that the bilateral review could
contribute to that exercise

50. SCN consi dered subsequent revisions of The Nutrition Challenge in the
Twenty-First Century: Wsat Role for the United Nations? The eventual report
woul d be structured according to the life cycle. Priorities for inclusion
suggested by SCN included the hypot hesized |ink between |ow birth weight and a
hei ght ened ri sk of cardiovascul ar di sease nortality; the position of wonen;
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reproductive health, including the Ilink between nutrition and maternal nortality
and the nutrition of adolescent girls; and urbanization. It was clarified that
that work is not to replace the Wrld Bank proposal for an eval uati on of
nutrition in the United Nations system that proposal wll be put aside and
possi bly reconsidered at the twenty-fifth session

51. The Advisory Group responded by stating that this will be conplenentary to
ongoi ng SCN agency activities. Agencies will be informed of the detailed
outline as and when it is prepared, and will be asked for their commrents. The
Advi sory Group requested the agencies to provide details of their perceived
future priorities.

52. SCN approved the project provided that it does not put too nuch extra
burden on the secretariat, that it takes account of rel evant ongoing activities
of the agencies, and that it retains a strong focus on current problens of
undernutrition, which will undoubtedly persist into the twenty-first century.
Finally, it was agreed that the Chairman should decide on how to proceed with
identifying appropriate individuals in consultation with the Advisory G oup

The SCN Chai rman suggested revisiting this question at the Advisory G oup
neeting at Montreal in July 1997

2. Sixteenth International Congress of Nutrition

53. Two proposals for an SCN presence in the Congress were discussed. First,
the secretariat will pursue with the Congress O ganizer whether time could be

found for a workshop entitled "New progranme orientations for reducing

mal nutrition”. Such a workshop woul d deal with practical programmatic matters,
and wi |l have an operational thene.

54. Second, a joint FAOWHO |l ecture is scheduled for l[unchtinme on Thursday,

31 July 1997, which will focus on ICN followup, and there is scope for other
agenci es' involvenent in that session. The SCN Chairman agreed to discuss with
FAO and WHO how SCN may have an input to this lecture, which was suggested in a
di scussion with FAO. Options include discussion of the work of SCN, as well as
an update on the nutrition situation. A statenment will be drafted by the
secretariat and shared with nenber agencies for comments prior to the IUNS
Congr ess.

3. Neworientations to research and training to inprove
the effectiveness of nutrition progranmes

55. The proposal "New orientations to research and training to inprove the

ef fecti veness of nutrition progranmres” was descri bed by the AGN Chairperson, who
suggested that this initiative mght usefully find a home in SCN, perhaps as a
wor ki ng group.

56. SCN reaffirmed the priority that it attaches to capacity-buil ding, and
approved a proposal of the Advisory Goup to hold a workshop on the theme "New
orientations to training and research to inprove programe inplenentation" at
the twenty-fifth session in Gslo.
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D. Nutrition of refugees and internally displaced people

57. The neeting of the working group (Co-Chairs: Rita Bhatia (UNHCR) and
Christine van N euwenhuyse (WFP)) took place at Dublin on 21 February 1997
hosted by CONCERN. This was done in accordance with guidelines set out at the
session of SCN at Accra, where it was recommended that working group neetings be
hel d outside the structure of the SCN annual session, if possible, and that such
meetings would report to the SCN session for discussion.

58. UNHCR noted that there were 26 mllion refugees, displaced persons and
returnees as of 1 January 1996, a margi nal decrease from 1995 | evels

(27 mllion). That figure includes mainly refugees (13.2 mllion), but also
returnees (3.3 million), internally displaced people (4.7 mllion) and others
(4.9 mllion) - one out of every 220 people in the world. Their total budget
was US$ 1.43 million

59. The location of refugees and internally displaced people in Africa was
hi ghli ghted, and it was noted that a | arge percentage of people requiring
assistance is in Africa.

60. WFP assisted 45 mllion people in 1996, including 9.8 mllion refugees
worl dwi de and 14.8 million internally displaced people or victins of natura

di saster. There were 20.7 mllion people who benefited from devel opnent
assistance. O the US$ 1.5 billion spent by WFP in 1996, US$ 1.1 billion was on
emer gency assistance and US$ 0.4 billion was on devel opnent projects.

2.6 mllion tons of food were delivered. WP underlined that targeted food
needs have generally been net by the international community in terms of
quantity of food, and voiced concerns related to paragraph 21 in the Advisory
G oup report, where it was stated that ration levels for refugees are low. WP
enphasi zed that it was the quality and not the quantity of the rations that
shoul d be i nproved.

61. The secretariat introduced the mnutes of the Dublin working group neeting.
It was explained that the working group focuses on issues related to the
nutrition of refugees and internally displaced people. [In 1992, the working
group recomended regul ar reporting on the situation of refugees and internally
di spl aced people, and the Report on the Nutrition Situation of Refugees and
Internally Displaced People began publication in 1993. The Report is produced
on a quarterly basis. For each situation, background is presented and avail abl e
nutrition information is provided. Information conmes froma w de variety of
sources, both United Nations agenci es and non-governmental organizations. Sone
15 to 20 non-governmental organizations contribute information to the Report.

62. One of the main objectives of the Report is advocacy. Oher objectives
i ncl ude keeping those involved in humanitarian aid aware of the current
situation, hel ping donors decide howto allocate avail able resources and

hi ghl i ght probl ens, and where appropriate, suggesting solutions. The Report
provi des compari sons between different enmergency situations, and highlight
trends over tine.

63. The main decisions regarding the Report taken at the Dublin neeting were
hi ghl i ght ed
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(a) The Report is very useful in docunenting trends and calling attention
t o needs;

(b) The Report should remain in SCN, and shoul d be overseen by the working
group;

(c) The Report should expand to include nore situations in Asia, then
East ern Eur ope;

(d) More analysis of food security issues should be included in the
Report;

(e) Food aid shortfalls should be highlighted, by region
(f) A request for a French version of the Report shoul d be considered.

64. The budget of the Report was briefly discussed, and it was noted that both
UNHCR and WFP contribute, in ternms of both financial support and in-kind
contributions of time and advice. Funds are also received from Canada, Norway
and the United Ki ngdom

65. SCN agreed with the decisions taken at the Dublin neeting, subject to the
exam nation of budget inplications. |In particular, the recomrendati on that the
Report continue to be prepared at the secretariat was felt to be appropriate.
Reservati ons about that decision were expressed by FAQO

66. The issue of inproving the targeting of food aid was discussed in the |ight
of a decrease in the global delivery of food aid and in the face of grow ng
wor |l dwi de needs. It was stated that it is necessary to better understand the
soci 0-econom ¢ situation of the assisted beneficiaries in order to better assess
their needs and to target avail able assistance. A food security assessnent,
based on a met hodol ogy devel oped by Save the Children Fund (United Kingdom, is
bei ng used regularly to provide better nore conplete information on the food
security of beneficiaries. Those assessnments, funded jointly by UNHCR and WFP,
are being conducted in nany areas prior to a joint food assessment m ssion.
Workshops to famliarize the staff of both WFP and UNHCR with this met hodol ogy
are al so being planned jointly.

67. Performance indicators to measure the efficiency and effectiveness of
emer gency programes are being devel oped by WFP.

68. Training issues were discussed as a followup to the Accra neeting and the
wor kshop at Machakos, Kenya, in 1994. |ssues of |ocal capacity-building and
nmanagenent in energency situations were brought up. UNHCR, along with the
International Agricultural Centre (I1AC) in the Netherlands, is identifying an
institution in Africa in which to hold a pilot training course on the thene
"Managenent of nutrition in enmergencies". WHO has also recently held a training
course at Asmara, Eritrea. UNHCR is collaborating on that initiative with other
United Nations agencies (WHO, UNI CEF).

69. The issue of the acceptance and utilization of blended foods by refugees
and internally displaced persons was discussed in the context of a followup to

l...
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a recomendati on nmade at the Machakos workshop. A study to address the question
"should we continue to distribute blended foods?" is being carried out in Nepal
Et hi opi a and the United Republic of Tanzania by UNHCR and OXFAM

E. lodine deficiency disorders

70. The International Council for the Control of I|odine Deficiency D sorders
(ICCIDD) reported on | arge-scale inplenentation of salt iodization in all
regions of the world to prevent nmental retardation in newborns in areas
previously at risk of IDD. UNCEF, in particular, has been in the forefront of
this global effort. [1CCIDD also reported that there are now new normative

val ues for thyroid volunme neasured by ultrasonography in iodine replete
school chil dren. Those new val ues were derived froma nulticentre study
conducted in Europe. They will be included in the WHO UNI CEF-1 CCl DD publication
Indicators for Assessing IDD and its Control.

71. The working group (Chair: Sultana Khanum (WHO)) enphasized that the
United Nations should play a strong and proactive role in the elimnation of
i odi ne deficiency disorders. Reconmendations for SCN action included:

(a) A need for training programmes, including for |aboratories, with
decentralization and utilization of the regional/national resources;

(b) Coordination of efforts for the production of better test kits of
iodine in urine and salt;

(c) Proactive involvenent of all concerned United Nations agenci es needs
to be ensured.

72. VWHO stated that the Wrld Health Assenbly recently adopted a resol ution on
nonitoring and the inplenentati on of sustainabl e progranmes.

73. UNICEF felt that it is inportant to strengthen the iodization of salt at

the production |evel, and that rapid assessnents were very useful for nonitoring
pur poses.

F. Nutrition, ethics and human rights

74. The working group (Chair: Urban Jonsson, (UNI CEF ROSA); Secretary:
Wenche Barth Ei de, (WANAHR)) discussed three nmain subjects at its neeting, and
made sone recommendations to SCN. The right to food was discussed in the
context of the followup to the Wrld Food Summit. In particular, it was
recalled that the Summt had recommended that CGovernnents, in partnership with
all actors of civil society:

(a) Make every effort to inplement the provisions of article 11 of the
I nternati onal Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and rel evant
provi sions of other international and regional instrunents;
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(b) Invite the Commttee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (the
treaty body for the Covenant) to continue to nonitor the specific measures
provided for in article 11 of the Covenant;

(c) Invite appropriate specialized agencies of the United Nations to
consi der how they might contribute to the further realization of this right;

(d) Invite the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights, in collaboration with
rel evant specialized agenci es and programes of the United Nations system and
i ntergovernnmental nechanisns, to better define the rights related to food in
article 11 of the Covenant, and to propose ways to inplenent and realize those
ri ghts.

75. The experiences of nmenbers of the working group were then shared, and
activities since the last nmeeting at Accra were discussed. It was felt that
there is an urgent need for

(a) Broad-based information and communi cation in society on the issue of
nutrition and human rights;

(b) darification of operational issues, including reporting guidelines;
(c) Quidance in translation into national plans.
76. Action proposal s included:
(a) darification of the content of the rights related to food in
article 11 of the Covenant and the further devel opnment of the corresponding

guidelines for the reporting by State Parties under article 16, along with the
content of the right to food and reporting guidelines;

(b) Preparation of a strategy paper on information, education and
comuni cation concerning the right to adequate food to pronote understandi ng of
and support for the realization of food and nutrition rights;

(c) The synposiumat the twenty-sixth SCN session in 1999, to be held in
Latin Anerica, should be devoted to the thene "Nutrition, ethics and human
rights".

77. Based on the discussion that followed the presentation of the working
group, it was decided that:

(a) The SCN Chairnman should send a letter to the United Nations H gh
Comi ssi oner on Human Rights on possible joint SCN UNHCHR wor ki ng arrangenent s

(b) A strategy paper on the right to adequate food shoul d be prepared for
the twenty-fifth SCN session, contingent on funding;

(c¢) UNHCHR should be invited to the next SCN session.

78. The possibility of having the synmposiumfor the twenty-fifth session adopt
the theme "Nutrition, ethics and human rights" was di scussed. It was decided

/...
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that it was too early for a decision, but that that possibility, along with
per haps incorporating the Wrld Food Sunmt goals for children, should be noted.

G lron deficiency

79. The working group (Chair: Nevin Scrinmshaw, (UNU)) net and nade the
foll ow ng reconmendati ons:

(a) The high preval ence rates for iron deficiency anaem a in many
devel opi ng countries constitute a public health energency equivalent to
epi dem cs of infectious disease, and have nore | asting adverse consequences for
sSurvi vors;

(b) The intervention approach nmust be multiple and integrated to include
concurrently food fortification with iron, health nmeasures to reduce conditions
contributing to iron loss, iron fortification for vul nerable groups, and food-
based approaches designed as a pernmanent solution to iron deficiency as a public
heal t h probl em

(c) The proposal to initiate an aggressive holistic approach to the
serious problemof iron deficiency anaema in Central Asia revealed in recent
surveys is strongly endorsed, and should be a well-docunented test of the
practicality of current prevented strategies;

(d) The evidence for the role of maternal anaenmia on maternal nortality
and ot her pregnancy outcones shoul d be reviewed and gi ven wi de dissem nation to
assi st in programre advocacy;

(e) In addition to food fortification as a permanent dietary approach, a
soci al marketing approach should be applied to inprove the available iron in the
diet by increasing vitamn C consunption to enhance absorption, pronoting foods
with available iron and minimzing the inpact of inhibitors of iron absorption
in foods;

(f) Dietary approaches shoul d be given prom nence on the agenda of the
next meeting of the working group.

80. The working group endorsed the conclusion of the working paper on iron
overload, i.e., that the potential benefit of iron fortification to a

predom nantly iron-deficient population greatly outweighs any risk that this may
pose for a few individuals.

81. It was decided that SCN will develop and issue a statenent for Governnents,
agenci es and organi zati ons, enphasizing the adverse inpact of iron deficiency
anaem a on naternal nortality, child devel opment, norbidity and nortality, and
the risk of inpairing the physical and nental capacity of future generations.
The UNU representative offered to draft a statenment on the need for prioritizing
iron deficiency anaem a control in the next few weeks, share it with WHO, and
send it by electronic nmail to selected experts for their comments.
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82. It was al so decided that iron deficiency anaem a issues will be included in
a broader statenent about the nutrition slowdown that will be submitted to ACC

H Breastfeeding and conpl enentary feeding

83. At the neeting of the working group (Chairs: Lida Lhotska, (UN CEF) and
El i sabet Hel sing, (WABA)), the followi ng recommendati ons were made:

(a) Maternity legislation: md- versus long-termsolution; building on
what was nmeant by "imaginative legislation” in the |Innocenti targets:

(i) I1LO WHO and UNI CEF should reinforce their coll aboration towards
achi evi ng acceptance by Governnents of their responsibility to support
the rights of working wonen to breastfeed, recognizing exclusive
breastfeeding as inportant for infant health and well-bei ng, and
critical to attaining the highest standard of health. 1In addition
I LO shoul d focus on sensitizing enployers and trade unions of their
obligations in this respect;

(i1) Recognizing the ongoing activities of non-governnental organizations,
such as WABA, in this area, SCNwill draw on their experience in
addressing this issue;

(iii) Short-term approaches (mother-friendly workplace) as well as long-term
approaches (inmaginative maternity |egislation) should be inplenented
in order to facilitate an environment conducive to opti mal
br east f eedi ng;

(iv) 1LO should review existing conventions and recomendati ons froma
human rights perspective, as expressed in the Convention of the Rights
of the Child and the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of
Di scrim nation agai nst Wnen;

(b) The care perspective on infant feeding i ssues: progranmmatic,
environnental and other inplications:

(i) Efforts to inprove wonen's and children's nutritional status should be
reassessed in order to determ ne whether inadequate caring practices
and a | ack of human, econom c and organi zati onal resources for care
play a significant role in the perpetuation of malnutrition. Based on
this reassessment, subsequent adjustments should be nmade to include
care in planning or inplenenting nutrition progranmes;

(c) Conplenentary feeding: update of the state-of-the-art docunent
currently under preparation by the University of California at Davis group:

(i) The state-of-the-art docunent should be finalized and wi dely
dissem nated in all United Nations |anguages in an effort to support
coordi nated actions and to ensure consi stency of | anguage/ messages
related to conpl ementary feeding;
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(d)

Agenci es shoul d support the identification, evaluation and
docunent ati on of conplenentary feeding policies and projects to
facilitate better understandi ng of processes and effective approaches;

I npl enentation of the International Code on the NMarketing of

Breastm | k Substitutes: new strategies within the franework of the Convention

of the Rights of the Child:

(i)

(e)

(BFH.) :

(i)

(iii)

(f)

Al'l relevant agenci es should use the process of reporting to the
Conmittee on the Rights of the Child, pursuant to article 45 of the
Convention, as an opportunity to advocate for full inplenmentation and
enforcenent at the national |evel of the International Code;

Brief update on the WHO UNI CEF Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative

UNI CEF and WHO shoul d continue to support Governments' efforts related
to BFH inplenmentation and integration into health-care systens at the
nati onal |evel;

UNI CEF and WHO shoul d encourage the sustainability of BFH , in part

t hrough the reassessnment of hospitals process, placing enphasis on
those gl obal criteria that were nost difficult to inplement initially.
Attention was drawn to the problem of pre-lacteal feeding, and it was
recomrended that WHO al ert relevant nmedi cal associations to this;

In order to address the ongoing challenge of BFH, coordi nated and/or
col l aborative efforts to devel op community support for optinma
breast f eedi ng shoul d be encouraged. Although the training of first-
line comunity health workers in breastfeeding and skilled counselling
is afirst inportant step, it should be conplenented with support for
not her -t o- not her and ot her conmmunity approaches;

Reconmendation for the agenda of the 1998 neeting of the working group

(proposed by Norway):

(i)

(ii)

The food security of infants depends totally on breast mlk. Infancy
is the only time in our life that we depend on only one food for
optimal health. Human milk as a food resource, however, is invisible
in today's food statistics;

For the next SCN sessions, the working group, together with FAO, are
requested to propose how the econonmi c val ue of breastfeeding can be
quantified and ultimately nore widely appreciated. In preparation for
t hat session, SCN requested that further discussions be held between
FAO and ot her nmenbers of the working group, in particular with the
United States Agency for International Devel opnent, who agreed to be a
nmain presenter on this topic.

84. In subsequent discussion of those recommendations by SCN, the ILO
representative stated that ratification of all |ILO conventions is voluntary, and
it is only possible to encourage Governnments to ratify. |1LO would be pleased to

l...
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work with WHO and UNI CEF on this subject, and to advocate for nmother-friendly
wor kpl aces. I1LO al so works with other constituents, such as enpl oyers and
wor kers, and will pronote this convention here too.

85. The Advisory G oup asked whether the duration of the maternity | eave period
(three nonths) could be related nore strongly to the reconmended period for

excl usive breastfeeding. The SIDA representative al so suggested that the

rel evant |1LO Convention needs updating, since it in fact states that six weeks
of leave need to be taken prior to delivery, |leaving only six weeks during the
child s life.

86. The SCN Chairnan suggested that the maternity | eave provision for three
nonths only be reviewed by ILO WO and UN CEF.

I. Vitamn A deficiency

87. The working group (Chair: David Al nw ck, (UNICEF), Secretary:

Martin Bloem (HKI)) recommendati ons were presented. There is a task for the
SCN Vitamn A working group to revitalize the goal of virtual elimnation of
vitamn A deficiency and its consequences. The fact that:

(a) Vitamin A supplenentation reduces nortality by 25 per cent in
countries where xerophthalma is preval ent;

(b) Vitamin A suppl enentation reduces attendance at clinics, hospita
admi ssions, and nortality even in areas with low clinical vitamn A deficiency
(VAST study, Ghana) which should continue to be used to advocate that vitamn A
deficiency control is a cost-effective health intervention

88. The group reviewed research and action towards vitam n A deficiency
control. It was suggested that SCN hold a neeting at the Internationa
Vitamin A Consultancy Group to get a nore detailed update fromthe different
organi zations working in the field of vitamin A control

89. An inportant outcome of the nmeeting was the recognition that vitamn A
deficiency is prevalent not only in preschool children but also in wonen of
reproductive age and in other age groups. Maternal night blindness is an

i ndi cator of health risk in both nother and child.

90. It was noted that supplenmentation programmes will be needed for many years
to cone in many countries. |Instead of w shing to phase out capsul es, enphasis
shoul d be placed on phasing-in programes that tackle the underlying and basic
causes of vitamn A deficiency.

91. New gui deli nes are needed:

(a) On assessnent of the preval ence of vitam n A deficiency in wonen of
reproductive age and ot her age groups;

(b) On howto tailor a mx of strategies based on a country profile of
vitam n A deficiency;
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(c) For Governments, on nonitoring their mx of strategies in order to
hel p themto nake the shift from governnent-subsidized programres to consuner/
private-sector-driven programes

(d) How to eval uate food-based strategies for their inpact on the
i mredi ate, underlying and basic causes of vitam n A deficiency.

92. There is a need to investigate how to conbine vitam n A suppl enentation
programes with suppl enentation of other mcronutrients, such as zinc, iron and
fol ate.

93. In subsequent discussions by SCN, the UNDP representative suggested
exploration of opportunities for distribution of supplenents at the workpl ace.
SCN noted that further investigation is needed of the potential of home
gardening and better information on the practical significance of recent
advances in the understanding of the bioavailability of carotenoids.

94. SCN suggested that it would be useful to prepare a sumary update of the
various gui delines, which could be dissem nated through a Wb site.

95. Overall, it was concluded that individual mcronutrient working groups
shoul d remai n, but that discussion on conplenentarity of nmultiple mcronutrients
woul d be useful. This could be done by adding the issue to the next working

group neeting agenda.

J. Household food security

96. M. Jean-Pierre Cotier (FAO presented the nmain conclusions of the working
group neeting, which he had chaired. Dr. Eileen Kennedy of the Advisory G oup
on Nutrition had rapporteured the neeting. The working group proposed that:

(a) A workshop be organi zed by FAO and held in a devel opi ng country,
possi bly in Kenya, on |essons |earned from experience for inproving efficiency
and effectiveness of support to household food security. A proposal has been
prepared that foresees a major contribution of specialists from devel opi ng
countries. Menbers of the working group will be invited to participate,;

(b) A review and analysis of the activities of existing inter-agency
nechani sns of consultation on the issue of household food security will be
undertaken with a view to encouraging and guiding simlar initiatives in other
countri es.

97. It was agreed that the agency chairing the working group would finalize and
send to the nenbers of the working group (with a copy to the SCN secretariat) a
detail ed work plan based on those main orientations, including a detailed
proposal for the workshop. In addition, the follow ng recommendati ons to SCN
were made:

(a) SCN should actively pronote a harnoni zation of the policies of the
United Nations agencies and other nenbers with a view to achieving the goal of
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househol d food security, in the context of the ICN Plan of Action and the Wrld
Food Summit;

(b) FAO as Chair of this working group, should take action to facilitate
the collection and anal ysis of |essons |earned by SCN nenbers in the field of
househol d food security and to assist in the dissemnation of this information

98. SCN di scussed those recomendations. Two main difficulties were expressed
by the Chairnman of the working group. The working group is not well structured:
it has had a rapid rotation of chairnmanship, which has affected continuity; and
no new activities of the working group since the Accra neeting have been
reported. Dr. Kennedy suggested that neverthel ess, there were sufficient

i nportant technical issues for the working group to continue.

99. The ILO representative asked about the proposed workshop. |t was suggested
that the workshop and exercise on | essons | earned could be Iinked with each
other. FAO responded that for the workshop in Kenya, it would be necessary to
ensure that the main actors were devel oping country practitioners, and that

| essons | earned woul d be di scussed. The output could be devel oped | ater as an
SCN publ i cati on.

K. Nutrition of school-age children

100. SCN was informed that a meeting of the working group will be held at the
twenty-fifth session

L. Report on the followup to the International Conference
on Nutrition and the Wrld Food Sunmi t

101. A report entitled "Joint FAQ WHO progress report on the inplenmentation of
the 1CN Worl d Decl aration and Plan of Action for Nutrition” had been
distributed. FAO also drew attention to a letter fromFAO to the SCN Chairnan,
whi ch states that FAO believes that it would be cost-efficient to utilize the
FAQ WHO report avail able as an overall SCN report to ACC, and to the Econonic
and Social Council and the CGeneral Assenbly. He stated that FAO had |iai sed
with all United Nations agencies, and requested their contributions to the
report, which has now been translated into three | anguages. FAO is devel opi ng
normative and operational activities to support the preparation of nationa

pl ans of action for nutrition (NPANs).

102. Regarding the Wrld Food Summit, the FAO representative indicated that
since the participants had already read the Rone Declaration on Wrld Food
Security and World Food Summt Plan of Action, he would Iimt his intervention
to a fewremarks. He stated that the Sunmit has been inportant in nmany
respects, in particular in confirmng a near consensus as the main features of
the gl obal problemof food insecurity as it now prevails. First, the Summt
reaf firmed that the dinmensions of the problemof hunger and nmal nutrition are
unaccept abl e. Second, those problens are prinmarily caused by poverty and
intensified by political instability in certain countries. Third, food
security, which is the main issue, has three dinensions: availability of food,

/...
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stability of supply, and access for all to sufficient, safe and nutritious food.
Fourth, the Summt reaffirned that the availability of enough food for all can
be attai ned.

103. The Rone Declaration on Wrld Food Security and Wrld Food Sumit Pl an of
Action contains seven areas of commtnents to be acted upon. The FAO
representative said that he would limt his remarks to three i medi ate areas of
intervention: (a) the continuation with increased intensity of support to
Rwanda; (b) the initiation of a special progranmme in support to food security
which will be inplenmented in |owincone food deficit countries, the main goal of
which is to assist countries in rapidly increasing their food production, farm
productivity and access to food through enpl oynent expansion; and (¢) FAOis
devel oping a new informati on system the Food Insecurity and Vulnerability

I nformati on and Mapping System (FIVIMS). FAO has convened an expert
consultation to discuss FIVIMS, which will take place in Rome on 24 and

25 March 1997.

104. 1LO wel coned the concl usi ons, whi ch enphasi zed the rel ati onshi p between
food insecurity and poverty and the fact that food production is not the only
part of the problem The Wrld Sunmit for Social Devel opnent follow up was al so
seen as relevant. The fact that the anount of food distributed by WP is
dropping is of serious concern

105. UNICEF stated that it was inaccurate to suggest that the joint progress
report was a product of collaboration with UNI CEF since no draft had been seen
before the report had been finalized. Al though UNI CEF has not yet had a chance
to fully review this docunent, it is evident that progress in conbating young
child nutrition is not covered. Mreover, it is not at all clear how much
progress has been nmade towards the quantitative goals agreed at ICN, the report,
on the other hand, tends to focus on the nunber of neetings held and documents
pr epar ed.

106. FAO responded to say that the witten contribution to the report which had
been requested and recei ved from UNI CEF had been incorporated in the report.
However, any further statenment fromUNICEF in addition to the printed report
woul d be wel come, although the report cannot be revised.

107. The representative of Italy asked whether explicit nutritional issues had
been included in the Special Programme on Food Security, and questioned the
degree to which the FAO nutrition division had been directly involved. The
representati ve of Norway asked whether an attenpt had been nmade to carry out a
followup within the United Nations on the Summit, and if so, whether SCN woul d
have a role. How many other United Nations agencies have been asked to
participate in the foll ow up?

108. The representative of the Wirld Alliance for Nutrition and Human R ghts
suggest ed that the FAO proposed inprovenent to food security and vulnerability
nmappi ng woul d need to be related to the reporting guidelines for nutrition and
human rights. He urged followup with respect to the right to food and
establishment of links to followup of ICNwith that of the Sunmt.
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109. The World Bank expressed di sappoi ntnent that, since there were no
quantitative goals in the Sunmt except the reduction of undernourished people
to half their present level no later than 2015, SCN should therefore be
primarily concerned with achievenent of the goals of ICN. In this it will be
necessary to focus on inpact and not just process - to go beyond nere
quantification of nunmbers of NPANs to ask the question: "Did |ICN nake a
difference?". Five years after ICN, nutrition trends are worsening. As SCN
nenmbers, we should be self-critical and send forward to ACC i nformation on both
the nutrition situation and country-1Ilevel action, and nake a plea for nore
action beyond plan preparation. The Wrld Bank noted that the report, for
exanple, is conpletely silent on the issue of fam ne deaths, despite this being
one agreed goal for which recent pertinent information is avail abl e.

110. SIDA concurred with the need to follow up on both the action and the goals.
Achi evenrent of goals nay or may not be related to the I CN-influenced policies
and programmes.

111. The SCN Chairman stated that it woul d be necessary for the agencies to gain
better access to the NPANs, if they were to be nmeaningfully involved. The FAO
representative replied that as far as FAOis concerned, all requests for a copy
of plans in its possession had been sati sfi ed.

112. WHO suggested that there were several excellent reports on malnutrition,

m cronutrient deficiencies and other goals of |ICN avail able and presented to
SCN. Those could be conbined with the current FAQ WHO progress report. WO

al so expressed di sappointnment that the ICN foll owup session had dealt |argely
with the FAO WHO report, and suggested that it shoul d have focused on foll ow up
action of all SCN menbers

113. The SCN Chai rman concl uded t he di scussion by suggesting that (a) the ICN
process had increased the priority attached to nutrition action in countries,
but that (b) the process of involvenent of other SCN agenci es had not been as
open as it should have been. This has been nade clear both in this neeting and
at the twenty-third session at Accra. Al agencies should have been part of

t hat process.

114. An SCN statenent entitled "Meeting the nutrition challenge: a call to
arns" has been prepared (attached as annex IV). |t was agreed that:

(a) The statenent would be forwarded to the heads of agencies of all SCN
nenbers and observers, along with a copy of the joint FAQ WHO progress report.
A covering letter would request that the statement and report be shared with
nenber Governments of the various annual agency neetings, such as the Wrld
Heal t h Assenbly, the FAO Conference and Council, and the UN CEF Executive Board;

(b) The FAO WHO report, the UNI CEF report, the SCN statenment and the SCN
Update on the Nutrition Situation should be combined and forwarded to ACC, and
then to the Econonic and Social Council and the General Assenbly;

(c) The four reports would also be sent to the resident coordinators, with
a request that they be taken up and di scussed with governnent representatives at



ACC/ 1997/ 9
Engl i sh
Page 26

the highest level, as well as with governnent counterparts and relevant field
agencies, in order to encourage priorities and urgent nutrition action;

(d) The reports and statenents woul d al so be used for general advocacy.
The SCN statenent would be published in SCN News and the UNU Food and Nutrition
Bulletin, and shared with the press at strategic events, such as the | aunch of
the State of the Wrld' s Children;

(e) It was also suggested that the SCN Chai rman seek an appointnent with
the United Nations Secretary-Ceneral to apprise himof the situation and urgent
need for action.

115. In addition:

(a) FAO agreed to provide, on request, photocopies of NPANs in its
possession to all interested SCN nenbers;

(b) The SCN secretariat will explore how to prepare a further report on
ICN followup for the next SCN session. In so doing, the proposal of the
Advi sory Group to return to the same 10 countries for which case studies were
prepared for the IUNS Congress in Adelaide will be considered. FAO indicated
that its future reporting will not be specifically Iimted to ICN but will also
include the followup to the Wrld Food Summit;

(c) The approach of sending out country questionnaires that focus on the
process surroundi ng NPAN preparation and subsequent action should al so be
consi dered by FAO and WHO and any ot her agencies. Such an approach will need to
elicit as far as possible what has actual ly been happening on the ground in
those countries as a result of the ICN process, and with what inpact.

116. FAO endorsed those proposals. NPANs are national plans of action for
consi deration by the entire United Nations and donor system not just FAO
There is a role for SCN in considering ICN along with the Wrld Food Summ t.
FAO i ndicated that a | arge conponent of the Special Progranmme on Food Security
is on socio-econom ¢ questions, and that several parts refer to participation,
the invol vement of wormen and to dietary and nutrition aspects. Concerning
contacts between FAO and ot her agencies on the followup to the Summit, they
have been i medi ately established and they are bei ng pursued.

117. WHO concurred that all United Nations agencies and bilaterals had a role in
ICN followup. WHOwill welcome the proposal for SCN to combi ne the joint

report with SCN reports on nutrition trends and achi evenent of quantitative
goals. Also, bilaterals could nake a commtment to contribute a description of
their involvenent in followup. SCNis the appropriate body to draw such
reports together.
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M  Agency reports

118. The United Nations agencies were invited to report on activities in their
agenci es:

(a) FAO inforned the group of an expert consultation on carbohydrates to
be held with WHO in April;

(b) WP was to hold a workshop on maternal and child health interventions,
to be held on 28 and 29 April 1997. WP further stated that its in-house
nutritional expertise is increasing;

(c) UNHCR has doubled its nutritional capacity, thanks to the generosity
of the Governnment of the Netherlands, which provided a nutritionist for the two-
year period July 1996-1998. There is an inter-agency group, conprised of nmany
non- gover nment al organi zati ons who neet once a year to discuss technical issues
related to nutrition in emergencies. The next neeting will be hosted by MSF-
Hol | and on assessnent techni ques;

(d) UNU called the group's attention to the publication distributed, and
in particular drew attention to the fact that the International Network of Food
Data Systens project now covers alnost all countries in the world;

(e) UNICEF stated that child and maternal nutrition is a priority. There
is concern in the agency over the lack of progress in decreasing |evels of
mal nutrition worl dw de, and programmes shoul d be established with a human rights
approach to nutrition. There is a restructuring within UNICEF which will |ead
to further decentralization. The 1998 State of the Wirld's Children (to be
publ i shed in Decenmber 1997) will focus on nutrition, and it was felt this would
be useful in raising the profile of nutrition. UNCEF will develop a network to
facilitate informati on exchange on maternal nutrition

(f) WHOis continuing its work to support nenber States in producing
nati onal plans of action, and technical work is continuing in six priority
areas. Over 50 publications have been produced since ICN, and many gl obal and
regi onal wor kshops have been held, with several nore planned for 1997. SCN
hoped that in any restructuring within WHO, the Division of Publications would
be strengthened, thereby speeding up the publications process;

(g) ILOstated that its work on poverty has a link to nutrition, and it is
willing to share its information, particularly on standard-setting in maternity
protection and worker feeding programmes, w th SCN nenbers;

(h) UNFPA increasingly recognizes the inportance of nutrition in pronoting

reproductive health and the quality of life in general. Wthout addressing
their nutritional needs, it would not be possible to reach various goals rel ated
to reduction of maternal, infant and child nortality, an effort in which UNFPA

is substantially involved. Addressing the gender aspects in nutrition is

anot her area of UNFPA's focus and intervention, and it is highly appreciative of
the conmtnent of SCNin that area. It also acknow edges the val uabl e gui dance
of SCN in highlighting the various technical and operational nutritional issues,
and supports its various initiatives;
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(i) IDECGinformed the group of a neeting held in Novenber 1996 on
intra-uterine growmh retardation, for which a report will be available by the
end of 1997. The next neeting will discuss the upper and lower limts of
calories to be provided by macronutrients in different age groups. The |DECG
publications are widely distributed and are free of charge.

119. The bilateral group expressed its appreciation for the SCN session being
held in a devel opi ng country, because it allows for the participation of |oca
experts. The group was pleased with the topic of the synposium and the new
Techni cal Secretary. Sone concern was expressed over the apparent |ack of
comm tnment of some agencies to nutrition. The bilateral agencies were pleased
with the organi zati on of the session and worki ng groups, but suggested a need
for rules on running the working groups, which mght cover chairing,
presentations in the working groups, recommendations, and presentation to the
SCN session. The bilateral participation in the process of Advisory G oup
nenber sel ection is appreciated, and special thanks were expressed to

Ms. Julia Tagwireyi, outgoing Chair of the Advisory Goup. Al npbst universa
support for the budget was acknow edged. The bilateral agencies were pleased
that the issue of possible conflicts of interest is being addressed, and
concl uded by requesting that a two-hour neeting be set up for the bilaterals
bef ore the regul ar SCN sessi on.

Not es

! Suggested footnote to budget financing table (table 1): "In the event
that part or all of the contributions under review are not received, budget
expendi ture woul d be reduced or covered by other contributions”.
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Annex 11
PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE TVENTY- FI FTH SESSI ON
(Cslo, 30 March-3 April 1998)
1. Synposi um on the thene "Chall enges for the twenty-first century: a gender
perspective on nutrition through the life cycle".
2. Reporting on the World Nutrition Situation
3. Report of Advisory Group on Nutrition
4. Reports of decisions taken in working groups.
5. Executi ve session.
6. Follow-up to the International Conference on Nutrition and the Wrld Food
Summi t.
7. Nutrition in the twenty-first century: what role for the United Nations?
8. Wor kshop report on new programme orientations malnutrition.
9. Wor kshop on new orientations to training and research to inprove programre
i mpl ement ati on.
10. Followup to IUNS, Montreal
11. Agency reports.
12. Report frombilateral agencies.

Weekend neeti ngs:

Di scussion on conplenentarity of multiple mcronutrients
Breast f eedi ng and conpl enentary feeding

Househol d food security

| odi ne deficiency disorders

I ron deficiency control

Nutrition education and behavi oural change

Nutrition, ethics and human rights

Nutrition of refugees and di splaced peopl e

Nutrition of school-age children
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Annex |V

STATEMENT OF THE SUBCOW TTEE ON NUTRI TION:  MEETI NG THE
NUTRI TI ON CHALLENGE: A CALL TO ARM5

The | atest evidence suggests a slowdown in the rate of nutritional advance
in many regions of the world and a downturn in some countries, especially
sub- Saharan Africa. This is a nost worrying trend, totally contrary to the
comm tnents of the International Conference on Nutrition and the Wrld Food
Summit. Not only is it contrary to comrtments but it is unnecessary. Even
over the last five years, dramatic advances have been denonstrated in sone areas
of nutrition, nost specifically in reducing by 1.5 billion the nunber of people
at risk fromiodine deficiency disorders. dearly, the world can make progress
in nutrition through forthright action by the international community conbi ned
with commitnment by countries.

In 1992, on the occasion of the International Conference on Nutrition
(ICN), and with the participation of United Nations organi zati ons and ot her
concerned agenci es, the Governments of 159 States adopted the World Declaration
and Plan of Action for Nutrition, thereby declaring their determnation to
elimnate hunger and reduce all forns of malnutrition. They also reiterated
their commitnment to the nutrition goals of other United Nations conferences,
including the 1990 World Summit for Children. At the Wrld Food Sunmmt in 1996
Governnments and United Nations agencies declared that it was intol erable that
nore than 800 mllion people do not have sufficient food to neet their needs,
and reaffirned the right of all to adequate nutrition and food security.

By adopting the Wirld Declaration and Plan of Action for Nutrition at ICN
Governnents agreed to devel op national plans of action, with technical expertise
from United Nations agencies. Mreover, all concerned agencies of the United
Nations systemwere urged to define ways and neans of giving appropriate
priority to their nutrition-related progranmes so as to ensure vigorous and
coordi nated inplenmentation of activities recommended in the ICN Declaration and
Pl an of Action. ACC/ SCN accepted a special responsibility for facilitating
coordi nation of the followup to | CN

SCN brings to your attention the joint FAQ WHO progress report on the
i mpl ementation of the |CN Wrld Declaration and Plan of Action for Nutrition
and the m d-decade review of the followup to the Wrld Sunmt for Children
prepared by UNICEF in 1996 as part of the reporting process to nonitor progress
in achieving the goals of ICN and the Summt. W note with satisfaction that
106 countries have prepared national plans of action for nutrition. Mst
countries in which the national plan has been endorsed by the CGovernnent are now
actively pursuing its inplenentation. However, several countries, particularly
the poorest, still lack the human and financi al resources necessary for
i mpl ementation, and this is a matter of concern to SCN. A major achi evenent of
ICN and the Wrld Summt for Children was the raising of awareness of nutrition
problenms and their links to physical and nental devel opnent, and thus to
productivity and econom c progress.



ACC/ 1997/ 9
Engl i sh
Page 36

Despite real efforts, the | atest evidence shows a slowdown in nutritiona
progress and in sone regions a downturn. Nearly five years after ICN and nearly
seven years after the Wrld Sunmt for Children, and despite very real progress
by countries in devel oping and strengthening their food and nutrition policies
and programmes, the global inpact on nearly all forns of malnutrition falls far
short of that required to neet the goals for the year 2000. SCN expresses deep
concern that nearly 200 mllion children under five years of age - well over a
third of all children in developing countries - still continue to be
nmal nouri shed. Furthernore, recent analyses indicate that 56 per cent of young
child deaths in devel oping countries are associated with malnutrition.

In sone regions, such as sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, the stagnation
of nutritional inprovenent conbined with a rapid rise in popul ation has resulted
in an actual increase in the total nunmber of mal nourished children. |f current
trends continue, no region except Latin Anmerica and the Caribbean will reach the
I CN and WSC goals for the reduction of child malnutrition by the year 2000. SCN
also draws attention to the lack of progress in tackling iron deficiency
anaem a, which affects the health and devel opnment of tens of mllions of
children and wonen in spite of the availability of practical |ow cost
i nterventions.

Over the past five years, the international comunity, through WFP and
UNHCR, has been able to neet each year the mnimum food requirenments of
25 mllion victinse of nan-made or natural disasters. There have been undoubted
i nprovenents in the emergency response to crisis, as well as in ration planning,
distribution and nonitoring. Starvation and nmgjor outbreaks of m cronutrient
defici ency di seases have been averted in recent crises. However, although the
m ni mrum quantity of food has been nade avail abl e, there remains consi derabl e
roomfor inprovenent in the quality of rations, particularly the mcronutrient
content.

The sociopolitical situation in many countries of Africa has led to massive
popul ati on di spl acement, rendering an estimated popul ation of over 2 mllion
peopl e i naccessi bl e to humanitarian assistance. Mrtality rates anong refugees
and di spl aced persons in sone nmakeshift canps in Zaire have been 10 tinmes the
normal rate due to security and political events |eading to severe disruption of
aid deliveries. Wile SCNis encouraged by the inprovenent in the |levels of
mal nutrition anong refugee popul ations, as indicated by estinmates of trends, it
is deeply concerned that nost internally displaced and i naccessi bl e popul ati ons
remain at high nutritional risk.

To mai ntain consunption and neet energency needs, estinmated food needs
worl dwi de for grain will nearly double over the next decade. At the same tine,
gl obal food aid deliveries have been continuously reduced since 1993, resulting
in the priority allocation of food aid to enmergency situations at the expense of
devel opnent projects. SCN wishes to bring to the attention of Governnments and
United Nations agencies the inpact that that shift will have on enabling poor
rural people to inmprove their household food security and neet their nutritiona
requirenents.

Al 't hough further action to conbat undernutrition is needed, attention nust
al so be directed towards problens of diet-related di seases, such as chronic
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degenerati ve di seases and obesity. Those conditions are assum ng an al arm ng
significance, not only in industrialized nations but also in devel opi ng
countries, where they coexist with undernutrition, reflecting shifts in
lifestyle and dietary habits. The changi ng denographic profile of the world
popul ation, with a progressive increase in the proportion of elderly people,
demands that attention and action be specifically directed to address the food
and ot her needs of that vul nerable group. In the face of increasing rural to
urban mgration and AlDS-rel ated deaths of young adults, as well as decreasing
famly size, we can no | onger assune that the elderly are cared for adequately
within extended fanili es.

On the positive side, SCN wishes to highlight the dramatic progress that
has been nmade in conbatting iodine deficiency disorders. |n 1990, about
30 per cent of the world's population was at risk of iodine deficiency, and an
estimated 43 mllion people were affected by sone degree of nental inpairnment as
a result of inadequate iodine intake before or during infancy and early
childhood. As a result of efforts catalysed by both the World Sunmt for
Children and ICN, it is estimated that 1.5 billion people have started consum ng
iodized salt for the first time, resulting in the protection of 12 mllion
infants every year fromnental retardation. SCN is pleased to report that if
progress is naintained, the goal of virtual elimnation of iodine deficiency
disorders will be attained by the year 2000. Key factors responsible for that
success include the determ nation and conmtnment of Governnents, the significant
role played by SCN in prombting a consensus anong the United Nations agencies on
the nature of the problem and appropriate solutions, the willingness of the
donor community to support well devel oped and targeted national progranmes, and
the recognition of the need for partnerships with the private sector.

There is need to adopt a holistic approach to the prevention of
mal nutrition. There is now general recognition that malnutrition is not sinply
the result of inadequate food availability or inadequate access to health
services and a clean environment. The quality of care and feeding offered to
children, which is critically dependent on wonen's education, social status and
wor kl oad, is now seen as a significant contributing factor. Special efforts
shoul d i nclude the inprovenent of the situation of wonen, with particular
attention to their health and nutrition throughout the life cycle, and the
pronotion, protection and support of breastfeeding, together with appropriate
conpl enentary feeding and better care of young children. Al strategies to
conbat nmalnutrition should be firmy based on the principles of comunity
participation, and should include appropriate nonitoring systens. Further
action is also needed in order to inprove the response to food energenci es,
design appropriate safety nets for the nost vulnerable in such energencies, and
find political solutions to allow humanitarian access to those in need.

SCN, through its coordinating efforts, has identified the tools needed for
successful action. At our annual neetings, through presentations and di scussion
at SCN synposi a and by exami ning case studies of successful nutrition
i nterventions, we have refined those tools and stand ready to neet the chall enge
of reducing malnutrition. W view with concern, however, the lack of priority
accorded to nutrition in sone nenber organi zations of SCN. Menber Governments
nmust al so construct policies that facilitate and support nutrition action.
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Strengt heni ng national institutions is a key elenent in nmeeting the hunman
resource requirenments for the inplementation of nutrition programres.

SCN strongly urges Governnents, United Nations organi zations and the donor
comunity to redouble their efforts towards tackling the probl em of
mal nutrition. The continuing scandal of wi despread malnutrition is a clear
violation of human rights, in particular the rights of the child. Econonic
growth is an essential but not sufficient prerequisite for progress in efforts
to reduce the preval ence of malnutrition. The adoption of deliberate strategies
to tackle the poverty-malnutrition nexus, with full community participation, are
urgently needed. SCN calls upon Governnments and the international community to
respond to this urgent plea for action
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Annex V

REPORT OF THE BI LATERAL GROUP

Hol ding the nmeeting in a devel oping country has enabl ed the participation
of regional experts in the synposium W feel that their participation could be
expanded, yet maintaining the high quality. W appreciated the choice of topic
for the Synposiumand felt that some interesting concepts and facts were
presented and di scussed.

The bilaterals are pleased with the new Technical Secretary to SCN, who has
taken up the work since 10 February 1997. W appreciate the work done by the
secretariat of the Subcommittee during difficult times and within a short period
before the annual Session.

We | ook forward to the opportunity of working with the new Technica
Secretary and the Chairman of SCN, who has been re-el ected by acclamation. The
neetings took place in a prevalently constructive spirit. However, there is
still roomfor inprovenent, especially concerning practical organizationa
matters.

The bilaterals discussed a nunber of topics, as set out bel ow

. The International Conference on Nutrition and the 1997 Wrld Food Summit
shoul d focus new energy and resources on nutrition; however, there is sone
cause for concern. Therefore, we presented a statenment during the neeting
(appendi x) .

. We appreciate the efforts under way to i nprove the functioning of the
United Nations Secretariat, in line with recommendations of the bilatera
external review, as adopted at the twenty-third session of SCN, held at
Accra in 1996;

. It is appreciated that the working group neetings were schedul ed on the
weekend before the official session, and that there were no parallel
sessions. The bilaterals strongly felt that a clear set of rules needs to
be set for the organization, chairing, presentation and deci sion-making in
t he working groups, as well as for the presentation of reconmendations in
the SCN regul ar sessi on.

. We are pleased that the inportant role of the bilaterals in the process of
nom nati ng menbers of the Advisory Group on Nutrition has been approved
W woul d also like to be involved in a review of the terns of reference and
requi renents for Advisory G oup menbership. 1In particular, we believe AGN
menbers should commt thenselves to participating at all SCN nmeetings; that
conmmi t ment shoul d be secured before appointment is finalized.

. W would like it to go on record that we thank the outgoing Chair of the
Advi sory Group, Julia Tagwireyi, for her contribution to internationa
nutrition.
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. The bil aterals observed that the SCN secretariat obtai ned al nost universa

support for their 1998-1999 work plan and budgets. W therefore note with
concern that there are two agencies that have chosen to withdraw their
contribution, and FAO has chosen to criticize the budget. W would have
wi shed that the new FAO del egation and the SCN secretariat could work in
partnership. The bilaterals expect that FAO and the new secretariat wll
continue their dialogue to find a solution to collaborate for better
international nutrition

. The bilaterals note with pleasure that the issue of conflict of interest is
bei ng tackl ed. W enphasize the need to apply those principles in all SCN
accept ance of funding, including funding of the working groups.

. We, the bilaterals, exchanged information on actions undertaken by a nunber
of bilaterals after the publication of the report Cracking the Code, which
noted recent evidence that the International Code of Marketing of
Breastm | k Substitutes continues to be viol ated.

. We highly recomrend to the Secretariat that at future SCN sessions, a
reservati on be nmade on the agenda for at |east a two-hour neeting of the
bilateral representatives to SCN before the start of the official SCN
sessi on.
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Appendi x

Bl LATERAL STATEMENT ON THE POSI TI ON OF NUTRI TION | N SOVE
MEMBER AGENCI ES OF THE SUBCOWM TTEE ON NUTRI TI ON

The bilateral representatives at the twenty-fourth session of the ACC
Subcommittee on Nutrition wish to express their concern regarding the position
of nutrition in at |east sonme of the nenber agencies of SCN.

They fear that the staffing | evels of sone agenci es may have been reduced
to such a low | evel that the technical requests of the nmenmber countries cannot
be net. The need for general budgetary constraints is recognized; however,

t hose constraints should not inpinge upon nutrition units or divisions in an
unbal anced fashi on.



