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Addendum

I'V. CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES
PARTI ES UNDER ARTI CLE 18 OF THE CONVENTI ON

B. Consideration of reports

1. Initial reports of States parties

Ar neni a

1. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Armenia (CEDAWC ARM 1 and
Corr.1) at its 344th, 345th and 349th neetings, on 14 and 16 July 1997.

2. The representative of Arnenia enphasized that after the decl aration of

i ndependence in 1991, Arnenia had begun the inplenmentati on of econom c and
political reforns. The process of transition to market econony had been

af fected by the bl ockade of the main transportation routes, a severe energy
crisis and the damage inflicted by the devastating earthquake of 1988. Despite
soci al and economic difficulties, the Government of Arnenia attached great

i nportance to the international human rights treaties, including the Convention
on the Elimnation of all Forns of Discrimnation agai nst Wonen, to which it had
acceded in 1993 without reservations. |In order to secure the sufficient

i mpl ement ati on of the Convention, the Governnent had started to carry out |ega
refornms aimed at adjusting existing legislation to international norns and
standards specified in that instrunent. The Committee was infornmed that the
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Fourth Worl d Conference on Wonen had marked a turning point for wonen's rights
in Armeni a.

3. The representative noted that the initial report had been submtted to the
Secretariat in 1995. He noted that the report had been prepared during the
period of economic and political restructuring and the bl ockade on goods,

servi ces and energy inposed by Azerbaijan and Turkey and in a situation of
continuing conflict between Nagorny Karabakh and Azerbaij an

4. The report had been prepared in cooperation with the Mnistry of Justice,
the Mnistry of Social Affairs, the Mnistry of Health and appropriate

comm ssions of the National Assenbly. The corrigendum dated 11 February 1997
repl aced part of the original report and reflected changes resulting fromthe

adoption of the Constitution in 1995, devel opnents in the |egal franmework and

actual conditions for Arneni an wonen.

5. The representative informed the Conmttee that there was no specia
institution responsible for the protection of wonen's rights. The Mnistry for
Soci al Security and the Centre for Denocracy and Human Rights were the main
institutions that were currently responsible for women's issues in the country.

6. The representative of Arnmenia outlined the political, economc and | ega
situation in Armenia and their inpact on the status of wonen. The Conmittee was
informed that the new Constitution underscored the principle of equality of
human rights of wonmen and nen. Legally, wormen enjoyed full guarantees agai nst
discrimnation but the difficult social-economc situation in the country had
not always allowed their full inplenentation. The difficult social-econonmc
situation, which had resulted in a drastic decline in the standard of living, an
increase in the unenpl oynent rate and i npoverishnent, had affected wonen nore
than nmen. Hence, the Parlianment had adopted in 1991 a resolution on urgent
neasures for the protection of wonmen, maternity and chil dhood and the

strengt hening of the famly, which granted supplenmentary rights to wonen and

not hers, especially single nothers, in the areas of work and social security. A
national programe of action had been |launched, inter alia, to dissemnate | awns
on protection of wonen's rights and to establish information and | ega
counsel I i ng services.

7. In Arnenia, a majority of wonmen had achieved a high | evel of education and
of ten out nunmbered men in the area of higher education. However, wonen accounted
for a higher level of unenploynent than nen and occupi ed few positions at all

| evel s of decision-making. Wnen in the |abour market were usually concentrated
intraditional fermal e occupations. In spite of |ow representation of wonmen in
governnental positions, they were active in social and econonmic life. During
recent years, nore than 30 wonmen's organi zations had energed in the country and
covered a wi de spectrum of issues, including the preparation of woren for

| eadership roles in society and the protection of their rights.

8. Wth regard to wonen's reproductive health, the representative noted that
wonmen had the right to abortion until the fourteenth week of pregnancy.

However, the representative informed the Committee that in reality abortion was
the primary nmethod of birth control in Arnenia and there was a lack of famly
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pl anni ng services. The Governnent was taking neasures to di ssem nate
i nformati on about contraceptives and to inprove their availability.

9. The representative indicated that the Government of Arnenia was

particul arly concerned about the | arge nunber of refugees in the country, with
wonmen constituting the magjority. He informed the Committee that the Governnent
was i nplenenting a wide set of neasures aimed at their integration in social and
econonmic life.

10. The representative concluded that the Governnent of Arnenia recogni zed that
much remai ned to be done in order to achieve full equality between wonen and
nen. He assured the Commttee of the willingness of the Government to continue
to undertake all the necessary nmeasures to inplenment the principles of the
Conventi on.

Ceneral observations

I nt roducti on

11. The Conmittee wel coned the presentation by the Governnent of Arnmenia and
comended it on its ratification of the Convention w thout reservations so soon
after independence in 1991 and on the tinmely submi ssion of the initial report,
whi ch contai ned detailed informati on on the inplenmentation of the Convention in
accordance with the Commttee's guidelines. It expressed its appreciation of
the willingness of the representatives of Armenia to engage in an open, candid
constructive dialogue with the Conmttee.

Positive aspects

12. The Conmittee comended the CGovernnment on its effort to carry out reform of
its laws so as to align themw th the standards of international human rights

i nstruments, including the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of

Di scrim nati on agai nst Wnen

13. It noted with satisfaction the incorporation of the Convention in domestic

law, and its precedence over conflicting national |egislation, and expressed its
appreci ation of the fact that the Government had translated the Convention into

Armeni an and disseminated it w dely.

14. The Committee acknow edged favourably the statenent made by the
representative of Arnenia as to the intention to introduce a fundanental | ega
reformwithin the ongoing revision of the crimnal code, in respect of violence
agai nst wonen and their sexual exploitation through prostitution and
trafficking.

15. The Committee appl auded the exceptionally high level of literacy and
education in Arnenia, in particular anong wonen.

16. The Conmittee commended the Government on its identification of four
priority areas of concern in relation to wonen's health, and on its programe to
establish a systemof famly planning services and to provide contraceptives to
wonmen free of charge
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Factors and difficulties inpeding inplenentation of the Convention

17. The Conmittee noted the adverse effect of the process of denocratization on
the position of wonmen in Arnenia, in terns of their dramatic |oss of
representation at all |evels of decision-making.

18. The Conmittee al so noted that the process of transition to a market econony
appeared to have resulted in the econom ¢ marginalization of wonen, and that

t hat had been exacerbated by the econonmic toll of the 1988 earthquake, and the
armed conflict around Nagorny Karabakh.

19. Deep concern was expressed about cultural stereotypes which overenphasi zed
the traditional role of wonen as nothers in a protective and restrictive way.

Principal areas of concern

20. The Committee expressed and reiterated its gravest concern about the
absence of a specific national machinery for the advancenent of women and the
elimnation of discrimnation agai nst wonen.

21. The Committee was extrenely concerned that the Governnent of Arnenia had
failed to acknow edge and address the matter of viol ence agai nst wonen, which
appeared to be a subject of taboo in Arnmeni an society, although there were nmany
indicators of it being as serious a problemas in other societies.

22. The Commttee was al so extrenely concerned about the high rate of
unenpl oynent (over 60 per cent according to the report), the occupationa
segregation of wonmen in | ow payi ng sectors and the small nunber of wonen in
positions at the senior nanagenent |evel

23. In connection with the econonm ¢ marginalization of women and their position
in the | abour market, the Commttee expressed its concern about indications of
the increasing econonmic activities of wonen in the informal sector (sonetines
referred to as suitcase trading), w thout appropriate neasures of |ega

security, including work benefits.

24, The Commttee also noted with concern the paternalistic restrictions
i nposed by the | abour |aws, which were ained at protecting maternity and
resulted in the legal limtation of wonen's enpl oyment opportunities and
choi ces.

25. Simlarly, the Committee was concerned with the Government's report of
increasing prostitution, especially in relation to the limted econonic options
for wonen in Armenia, as well as in respect of the access of wonen engaging in
prostitution to appropriate health services, including for the prevention and
care of H V/ Al DS.

26. In respect to the subject of wonen's health, the Commttee expressed its
deep concern regarding statenments made by the representative of Arnmenia to the
effect that the Governnment was considering proposals for privatization as part
of areformof the health system The Conmittee enphasized the harnful effects
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on vul nerabl e groups of privatization in the health area, even in highly
devel oped countries.

Reconmendat i ons and suggesti ons

27. The Committee strongly urges the Government of Arnmenia to establish a

nati onal machinery for the advancenent of wonen, with fully adequate staff and
resources, so as to integrate the perspective of wonen's human rights and gender
analysis into all ongoing policy nmaking and strategi c devel opment pl anni ng
activities.

28. The Committee reconmends that the Governnent take tenporary specia
measures of affirmative action to create enpl oynent opportunities for wonen,
i ncludi ng special credit and | oan programmes for women entrepreneurs.

29. The Commttee al so recomends that tenporary special nmeasures be adopted to
remedy the severe decrease in the political representati on of wonen since
i ndependence, and to increase their participation in all areas of public life.

30. The Commttee further recomends that the Governnent give due attention to
t he subject of violence agai nst wonen, by encouraging a public discussion of its
various fornms, initiating appropriate |legislation, training |aw enforcenment

of ficers, judges and health professionals (including adequate nunbers of fenale
personnel) to identify and manage the nani festations of viol ence agai nst wonen,
and by guaranteeing that the necessary psycho-social and health services are
available to victins of violence, with particular attention to internally

di spl aced and refugee wonen.

31. The Commttee strongly urges the Governnent to use the education system and
the electronic media to conbat the traditional stereotype of wonen "in the noble
role of nother" and to raise awareness of the role of men in caring and their
responsi bility for parenting.

32. The Comm ttee suggests that there is a strong need to collect information
and gender disaggregated data in all areas, and in particular as regards
vi ol ence agai nst wonen, prostitution and health.

33. The Committee requests the Governnment to address the concerns included in
the present coments in its next report, and to include information on the

i mpl ementation of the Committee's general reconmendations, particularly genera
reconmendati on 19 on viol ence agai nst wonen. |t also requests the w de

di ssem nation of these comments throughout Arnmeni a.



